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PARIS NITE LIFE IS SHOT 





+. 


50 Surefire B.0. Picture Sectors; 
All Are Semi-Wealthy Communities 


d 





The sunny spots in show busi- 
ness which have yet to know the 
coler. of red, are film theatres in 
wealthy suburbia. There are around 
50 of what theatre executives clas- 
sify, after close study, as ‘depres- 
sion-proof box office sectors’ in this 
country. 

In contrast there are those the- 
atres in factory towns. More houses 
in this classification are losing 
money, or are dark, than in any 
other. 

“It is pointed out that of the total 
100 wealthy communities there are 
theatres in less than half of them. 
Reason for this is that theatre men 
figure that when millionaires want 
10 see pictures they’re willing to pay 
to have the films brought to their 
estates, so where there’s extreme 
money the theatre isn’t so happy. 

It is in the semi-wealthy suburbs 
that the exhibitor gets his best 
break, House averages for these 
spots are around 750 seats with an 
admission of 30 to 50 cents. An ad- 
vantage for these theatre owners is 
that they have no _ competition, 
which means that they can virtu- 
ally dictate prices and always be 


(Continued on page 43) 


Broadway Revue Is 
Cut-Rate Modiste’s 
Hunch on Real Ad 


S. Klein, the cut-rate 14th street 
women’s outfitter, plans to hit 


Broadway with a moderate-priced 
revue. A scene, showing the de- 
Pressioned grande dames patroniz- 
ing his establishment, will be all 
Klein wants as compensation. He 
is counting on it as another form of 
advertising. 

Ktein has been talking to Broad- 
way showmen and points to the 
grand plug for the Horn & Hardart 
automats in ‘Face the Music’ as 
evidence that he could be given a 
swell ad before a $3 audience and 
at the same time be entertaining. 
He likens it to another form of ra- 
dio advertising, using the stage in- 
stead of the ether for tha ballyhoo. 
Hie ‘had even suggested ‘Depression 
Trollies’ as a title. 

Klein’s dress shop got a dialog 
Plug in ‘Child of Manhattan’ last 
season, which may be the source 
of his present idea, 











Winchell Off ‘Mirror’ 


Walter Winchell is off the N. Y. 


‘Mirror’ again, but whether for his 
health, or trouble, or both, is not 
known. He's taking a motor trip. 
In his absence Paul Yawitz will 
conduct Winchell’s column in the 
tab, but without a by-IIne. Yawitz 


Started on this yesterday (Monday). 
Mrs. Winchell is accompanying 
her husband. 








Golf Interference 





One of the downtown brok- 
ers, with his family at Fisher's 
Island, wired the wife last 
Saturday: 

‘Can’t make the weekend, too 
busy, and a pleasure.’ 


NO PAID TALENT FOR 
DEM. RADIO CAMPAIGN 


A not too expansive campaign 
bankroll is reported behind the 
Democratic National Committee's 
change of mind in deciding to spend 
nothing on talent. for the radio 
broadcasts in behalf of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's presidential campaign. 
Final decision is to limit the air ex- 
penditure to time costs through the 
use of non-salaried political speak- 
ers only. Entertainment, if any, will 
come from show people volunteers. 

Until the no-talent decision was 
made, several types of radio pro- 
grams were considered, including the 
reading of a number of scripts sub- 
mitted by ether authors. Musical 
and musical comedy programs such 
as are currently used by commer- 
cial radio advertisers, were also 
weighed as possibilities. 

Upon learning that the Democrats 
contemplated going into the show 
business during the campaign, a 
flock of promoters tried to declare 
themselves in with propositions on 
their own behalf. Most of them sug- 
gested the creation of a _ special 
post to handle the theatrical end of 
the campaign and arrange the en- 
tertainment. All met a cold turn- 
cown, 

















Drug Chain’s Act as 


Business Stimulator 
Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 
As a business stimulator, the 
national Walgreen's drug chain has 
engaged a vaudeville act to make 
the rounds of its local drug stores. 
The act puts on a 20 minutes’ per- 
formance at each store three times 
a day. It comprises three girl 
hoofers and a man banjoist. 
Performers do their act 30 times 
a day, working in all a total of five 
hours out of every 24, probably a 
record, 





CREDIT TICKETS 
Bridgeport, Conn., Aug. 8. 
Under the slogan ‘Credit Brings 
Good Cheer Arthur Theatres, op- 
erators of the Globe (films), are is- 
suing credit checks to those unem- 
ployed customers who may want to 
see the show but are temporary 


short of cash. Tickets are num- 
bered and issued to ‘unemployed | 
adults’ onky. 


Latter make 2 pledge in signing 
the ticket to pay the Globe 25c 
when securing employment. Tickets 
are good on Mondays only. 








BIZ IN RED, AL 
ANAGE RS BLUE 


Montparnasse Vs. Mont- 
martre—With Other Sec- 
tors Trying to Cash In 
and All Flivving—Chang- 
ing Names, Fashions and 
Styles of Little Help— 
Nor Also the Now Behav- 
ing Russe Gyp Joints 


——_-_ — 


4 MOS. AVERAGE RUN 








Paris, Aug. 8. 
The past season will go down in 
the nocturnal haunts of this city as 
the biggest headache of all. Even 
the surefire bets of previous years 
have had to dig for their business. 
When the final counting up is done, 
it will be found that almost every 
night club owner, big or small, has 

nothing but red ink to look at. 
There’s still the old battle of 
Montmartre versus Montparnasse 
going on, with the Champs Elysees 
section standing a good chance to 
come up again and take most of the 
gravy for next year. This battle of 
the right vs. left banks is the game 
of quality and money against quan- 


(Continued on page 31) 





Reappearance of 
‘Montauk Express’ 
Cheers Roadhouses 


The bonifaces of the class speaks 
and roadhouses believe things aré 
looking up as evidenced by the sud- 
den spurt of business in the Tic 
and $1-per-degustation emporiums. 
These spots claim they’re the first 
to feel a slump and the last to 
benefit by economic recovery. 

One class Long Island innkeeper 
cites that the resumption of the 
‘Montauk express,’ from the ultra 
shore resort, is the final convincer. 

(Continued on page 43) 


NEWSREEL NOW IN ON 








FILM-RADiO ALLIANCE 





Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Another link in the new alliance 
of radio and films, as enunciated 
by M. H. Aylesworth, will be the 
judicious employment of Pathe 
News to help NBC clients. First 
instance was Pathe’s covering of 
the new Buick car. General Motors 
is an NBC advertiser. 

Meanwhile, an RKO-Radio Talent 








Quest between NBC and RKO the- 
atres further binds the cousins to- 
gether, while the Radio studio in 
Hollywood and the network are al- 
ready well launched in their ex- 
ploitation through special wireless 
programs, 


| 


Agents Now Scout 


Material a La 


Jimmy Valentine on Radio Dials 


ca 





10% Telegrams 





RKO will receive 10% com- 
mission on all Western Union 
telegrams sent to or from its 
200-odd theatres under a deal 
by which the theatre circuit is 
classified as a B-1 agent of the 
telegraph company. 

Circuit's split applies to wires 
from agents to acts, etc.,. be- 
sides messages from the thea- 
tres themselves and from or to 
anyone connected with the 
theatres in any capacity. 

The B-1 W. U. franchise is 
obtainable by an organization 
through an agreement to en- 
courage the sending of mes- 
sages via Western Union ex- 
clusively. Besides its own di- 
rect employees, RKO will ask 
the vaudeville agents to use 
the W. U. system, also its acts, 
by posting a notice backstage. 


SHARK FIGHTER WANTS 
TANK AND AN. Y. SPOT 


Mobile, Aug. 8. 


Capt. Wallace Caswell is nego- 
tiating with showmen to battle 
devil fish and sharks in a big glass 
tank. Venture may break-in at 
Madison Square Garden, New York. 

The Captain has built himself 
quite a rep in these parts. Eight 
years ago he carried a knife in 
his mouth and dove in near Pan- 
ama City, Fla., fora gag. He came up 
with a huge fish and asked how long 
had this been going on, Since then 
he has put several devilfish away 
and sharks are almost warm-up 
sessions. He takes ’em on one at 
a time. No ganging up on him. In 
between. Cap straddles giant turtles, 
and goes for a ride. 

Caswell: explains the trick is to 
spot his fish and make sure it’s 
sufficiently far away from others 
of the species. He wields a nine 
inch knife with an iron handle. 

Cap thinks folks would be inter- 
ested if they could see how its done, 
and would pay to find out. 

















This Here Depresh Is 
Tough on the Girls, Too 


Minneapouls, Aug. 8. 


New big business hereabouts is 
teaching people how not to be lonely 
during the current depression. The 
classified personal sections of local 
newspapers are filled with ads by 
out-of-town companies and individ- 
uals offering the natives advice on 
‘how to escape loneliness.’ 

University of Minnesota psycholo- 
gists say there is a demand for this 
sort of advice because the fair sex 
is suffering from lack of masculine 








4 


companionship on account of the 
boys not being able to afford to take 
them out in the pre-depresh 
éZashicn, 


oe —- ——— 
Instead of the old routine of mak- 
ing the rounds nightly of the 


vaudeville and club spots in quest 
of new and salable material, book- 


ing agents from vaude precincts are 
now making it a habit of staying 
home nights with their ears glued 
to the loudspeaker and their fingers 
doing a frequent Jimmy Valentine 
on the dial-knob. 

Lads have furnished themselves 
with high-powered receiving sets 
and spend the evenings dialing for 
the distant spots. Hope is to dis- 
cover new meal tickets. Some of 
them have already become as ex- 
pert : station representatives and 
others: intimately connected with 
the broadcasting industry in rat- 
tling off the call letters of outlets 
and their location. And what is 
more than most of the station 
reps can boast : bout, these agents 
and bookers can describe the elass 
of programs the distance outlets 
turn loose and the local talent 
featured. 

After listening a few nights to 
an act that has attracted some spe- 
cial attention, the agents write to 
the turn inquiring whether it has 


Hill Billies Form 
Own Co. to Oppose 
Ex-Radio Sponsors 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Drinking water concern that has 
been paying for the Beverly Hill 
Billies’ program for two years 
dropping the account, so now the 
cowboy warblers are going into the 
bottled water business as a sideline, 
and will continue to plug their own 
aqua pura. 

Glen Rice, ‘Mr. Tallfellow’ in the 
Billies’ program, will be president 
of the new concern and will take 
ever the services of the sales man- 
ager of the original water company 
to fill a similar position in the new 
venture. 

Hill Billies have at various times 
been regular features on KMPC and 
KTM, but will likely go KNX for 
the new gag. 


Film Man’s Slogan 


‘Republican Voting for Roose- 
velt.’ It’s the brainchild slogan of R. 
W. Budd which the Democrats have 
accepted for auto plate display, 
Budd is head of personnel for War- 
ner Brothers, and is in that com- 
pany’s New York office. 

Design is worked out so that the 














‘R’ serves both the ‘Republican’ and 
‘Roosevelt.’ The Democrats have a 
first order in for 25,9000 of the 
plates. 

And all the press agents in New 
York are trying to ring in on the 
political campaign gravy, 
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No Gbjections from Studios 
To ‘Cpposition’ Stage Dates by 


Contract Players; Recoups Salaries 


WAaTing circuit 
ng to extend 
contract 


and pic- 


All dios 
connections 


the 
film 


major stu 
are pl 
practice of 
players int 
ture houses for appear- 
ances an economy move to cash 
in on the layoff time between pic- 
tures Alternating stage work will 
also become more general as an ad- 
junct to building up popularity for 
lesser known names. 

It is not expected that many will 
be sent east for personal appear- 
ances until fall, as currently all 
studios are going into peak produc- 
tion and will be using almost all 
of its contract personnel for the 
next two months at least. 

Under present conditions none of 
the players will be sent out unless 
capable of doing worthwhile acts. 
The straight personal appearance in 
which the names try to get by with 
just a song and ‘I’m glad to be 
with you’ routine will not be tol- 


epari 

sending 
vaude 

personal 


oO 


as 


erated. The name draw must also 
be enhanced by entertainment 
merit. 

Interchange 


Players of one company will reg- 
ularly appear in the theatre chains 
of competitive producer-distribu- 
tors. While it is reported that in 
the framing of film product deals 
this season the question of avail- 
ability of stars for personals is be- 
ing broached, there is no admission 
other than that it is pretty gen- 
erally expected no special lines will 
be drawn. 

Trend of the producer-distribu- 
tors seems to be in the direction of 
permitting their film people to play 
for theatres owned by others, not- 
ably those which play its picture 
product. One of the leading thea- 
tre operators points out that the 
industry seems agreeable to making 
the stars available in that way 
when they are idle or on vacation. 

Perhaps the first definite indica- 
tion of interchange on film talent 
for personals was the booking by 
Loew’s of Warren William and 
Bette Davis, WB players, into the 
Capitol, New York, last week. WB 
previously had Loretta Young and 
George Brent on a personal at their 
own Strand, N. Y., but had no ob- 
jection to giving Loew’s the other 
team, 

Others are to come, with War- 
ners pointing to the close co-opera- 
tive contact existing between the 
company and Loew's. Latter may 
get around « dozen Warner players 
on the season, as they are avail- 
able, for tours in Loew theatres that 
may range from six to 10 weeks, 
where not conflicting with Warners’ 
own houses. 

Radio, Columbia and Universal 
film people will probably go into 
RKO houses, while Paramount's 
may also be-included here and 
there. Par itself might utilize its 
own as well as Fox and Warner 


stars, depending on how playing 
time, stage show budgets, etc., 
shape up. 


While no definite industry policy 
on interchange seems to have been 
worked out, with the angles on stars 
for personals so far seemingly 
along verbal agreement lines, it ap- 
pears the plan will develop in an 
important way as soon as film peo- 
ple become available. Right now, 
nearly every studio is keeping its 
talent busy turning out new sea- 
son’s product, with only stragglers 
here anu there to be available for 
personals, if okayed, until later this 
fall. 

Radio on the Side 

Under discussion also is the Iin- 
clusion of radio work for picture 
players when and if fitting in prop- 
erly. In time product contracts may 
contain definite clauses concerning 
stage and radio availability by the 
chain buying the film. 

This coming season, it is figured, 
featured players who need the stage 
buildup might even increase their 


salaries on such engagements as 
against picture contract figures. In 
that case the appeal to work per- 
sonals would be that much greater 
for the players, 


If the player's film salary is out 


of proportion to the stage value, 
that will probably be adjusted prop- 
erly, with the studio still saving 
itself something. 

Loew’s may work out several 


etage shows during the season for 
the Capitol, New York, similar to 





. 

Diaper Sextet 
Hollywouwd, Aug. §. 
Infant version of Floredora 
sextet goes in “Glad Rags to 
Riches,” next Jack Hays’ kid 

comedy for Educational. 

Six four-year-olds will do 
the number in lace-trimmed 
diapers. 


Prctes 











Mary Pickford Drops 
Deal for ‘Language’ 


Mary Pickford’s deal for the play 
‘Another Language,’ on which she 
came to New York, is off. Star de- 
cided against it when owners of the 
rights wanted it specified the pic- 
ture could not be released until the 
fall of 1933. Miss Pickford re- 
turned west by plane. 

Terms did not figure. First quo- 
tation named by ‘Language’ was 
$150,000, with all film firms forget- 
ting about it. 

On the Coast Miss Pickford is 
preparing to go ahead immediately 
with the Frances Marion original, 
once called ‘Happy Ending,’ but 
which will not be released under 
that title. 





WB Has Feature on 
Bridge for Wm. Powell 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Claimed to be the first feature 
built around contract bridge, War- 
ners next for William Powell will 
be ‘Grand Slam.’ Has to do with 
a down-and-outer, who comes be- 
comes the toast at tea parties as 
a finesse finegeler. 
Story is by Charles Kenyon. 
William Powell and Kay Francis 
will be teamed in ‘The Low Down.’ 
It’s Warner’s contribution to the 
current press agent cycle. 





Revives Test Dept. 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


After being dropped when Winnie 
Sheehan left Fox, test department 
has been revived with George Da- 
vidson, formerly in charge, back. 
Recent haphazard testing will be 
systematized with an active search 
for new talent. 





2 WRITERS OUT 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Philip Wylie and Edward Ven- 
turini, writers, are out at Para- 
mount. They had been working on 
Island of Lost Souls.’ Garret Fort 
has been put on the story. 
Ray Harris has been added to the 
Paramount script staff. His first 
job will be ‘The Bookworn Turns’ 
for Stuart Erwin and Allison Skip- 
worth, 





of Jean Hersholt, Una Merkle, Anna 
May Wong and others. Second 
might include Wallace Beery and 
Robert Montgomery, both Metro, as 
well as others. 

Farther back this year, Edmund 
Lowe and Victor McLaglen (both 
Fox), played the Capitol rather than 
Roxy, which had Fox first run. That 
may have been an early indication 
of the changing trend. 

Just as there is a shortage of 
film, or has been, so is there a 
sho-tage of name personalities for 
stages. A few weeks ago Publix 
found it couldn’t change its stage 
shows in New York, Chicago or 
Detroit for that reason. Paramount 
has around 10 film players who are 
expected to appear in some of the 
Publix theatres, with perhaps addi- 
tional time to be picked up from 
RKO or Loew. 

Part of Charles Freeman’s duties 
at the Radio studio as RKO thea- 
tres’ contact will be to arrange for 
personals of that company’s play- 
ers whenever the production sched- 
ules allow it. Here, especially, an 
effort will be made to help popular- 
ize its younger talent by sending 
them over the RKO route in acts, in 
|Singles if the ability is there or by 
teaming in dramatic or comedy 
| skits, with seasoned and established 
|players from the studio. 
| Metro stars and featured players 
| will also be <xpected to make more 





one which recently combined talentsappearances than heretofore 
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WILL MAHONEY 


Bock, San Francisco correspond- 


ent for ‘Variety,’ said: ‘Will Ma- 
honey can say that of ALL the 
names that have trod the Fox 


boards he gave the best account of 
himself, because that’s what he did. 
He started easily, warming up as 
he went, and wound up to TRE- 
MENDOUS results, He encored, 
and that’s an accomplishment at 
the massive lox.’ 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 











Tam Young Says as 
How L. A. Theatres 
Are All ‘Swell Jernts’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
‘This is sure one elegant jernt,’ 
said Tammany Young, America’s 
guest, as he viewed the milling mob 
at the Carthay Circle for the pre- 
miere of ‘Back Street.’ 

‘All these California theatres are 
swell jernts,’ Tam continued. ‘I 
like ’em. Especially these pre- 
meres. I crashed-a friend’s car 
coming here tonight and walked 
up the lane between Olympic visit- 
ors. Some of ’em made a lot of 
funny remarks, as if I care.’ 

The dapper Mr. Young waltzed 
into the theatre and confronted 
Dave Epstein, who had bet Carl 
Laemmile, Jr. that Tammany 
wouldn’t make the grade. Shak- 
ing hands all around, Tam got the 
promise of a job in ‘Madison 
Square Garden,’ picked up a seat 
stub somewhere and sat through 
the prolog. 

At intermission he announced it 
was time to scram as he had to 
be up at 6 a. m., to work in the 
Jolson picture, and arranged a ride 
home. 

Before leaving the theatre he 
turned his seat stub over to a 
fledging gate-crasher with all the 
proper instructions and, after being 
bowed out by the house staff, re- 
peated, ‘This is quitc an elegant 
jernt. How about a ducat for the 
wife, she’s on her way out?!’ 








BENCHLEY IN THE JUNGLE 
; Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Robert Benchley, here on Radio 
contract, given first assignment. 
Will do a comedy for Edgar Ken- 
nedy and Harry Sweet. 

To be a satire on the current 
jungle cycle. 





Ford’s ‘Pilgrimmage’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

First directorial assignment for 
John Ford when he returns to Fox 
in October will be ‘Pilgrimage,’ 
from story by I. A. R. Wylie. Sec- 
ond on his contract not announced. 

Ford is now at Metro preparing 
a story. 





SAILINGS 


Sept. 24 (Los Angeles to Sydney): 
Arth r Loew (Monterey). 

Aug. 24 (London to New York) 
Edmund Dalvy (Olympic). 

Aug. 10 (New York to London) 
Jimmy Campbell, Betty Balfour 
(Aquitania). 

Aug. 10 (London to New York): 
Will Fyffe, Andre Randall, Edwin 
Styles (Champlain). 

Aug. 9 (New York to Cario): 
Louis Lober (Excalibur). 

Aug. 6 (London to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pearl (Bremen). 

Aug. 6 (London to New York), 
Phyllis Konstam (Berengaria). 

Aug. 6 (New York to Berlin) 
Geraldine and Joe (Lafayette). 

Aug. 5 (New York to Switzer- 
land): A. J. Balaban (Europa). 

Aug. 5 (New York to London): 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Tabrah (Laconia). 





MC GUIRE PAYS OFF 


| Sol Wurtzel Collects After Attach- 
| ment—W age 


Claims Settled 

Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
With attachments, filed following 
| suit he brought in Municipal Court 
| to collect on a $1,000 note given him 
iby Wm. Anthony McGuire, Sol 
Wurtzel managed to collect this 
lamount and costs and took the 


principal for a donation to the 
Cedars of Lebanon hospital. 

Attachments were filed on moneys 
coming to McGuire from Sam Gold- 
wyn and Metro, by I. B. Kornbloom, 
attorney for Wurtzel. 

State labor commission approved 
the offer of McGuire, through his 
attorney, Edward Brand, to settle 
the wage claim of Ross Jurney for 
$150. Girl, now in New York, was 
taken east by McGuire as his sec- 
retary, and alleges her return fare 
and part of wages were unpaid. 

Two other claims against Mc- 
Guire, filed by set designer and set 





dresser for ‘Bad Penny,’ a play 
which the author produced here, 
have been paid. 





Arthur Loew’s World Air 
Trip On, with Variations 


Switch in Arthur Loew’s plans as 
regards his world air tour will have 
him start off from Los Angeles in- 
stead of New York, shipping from 
there direct to Sydney. Hal Roach, 
who was to go along, has dropped 
out, but Loew will use Roach’s plane 
anyway, with Capt. Dickson pilot- 
ing. From Sydney on, up to the re- 
turn across the Atlantic, the trip 
will be made via plane. 

Russia has been dropped from the 
itinerary with the new schedule, 
Loew now figuring on making the 
entire world trip in about a month. 





Geo. O’Brien’s Dad to 
Europe—Player Later 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Daniel O’Brien, state director of 
penology, leaves here Aug. 19 for 
New York and will sail Aug. 24 for 
Europe. Going to Bad Nauheim for 
his health. 
Will be joined there early in Sep- 
tember by his son, George O’Brien. 





W-W Drops Bob Steele 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Bob Steele westerns, produced by 
Trem Carr for Tiffany for two 
years, have been dropped by World 
Wide. Ken Maynard westerns, pro- 
duced by KBS, are now the only 
horse operas on the W-W program. 
Nothing further decided upon for 
Steele, who is under contract to 
Carr. 





Two Seek Studio Wages 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Laid off, but not paid off, Irma 
Harrison, actress, and George 
Banium, utility man, seeking wages 
from Thomas L. Griffin, indie film 
producer, according to complaints 
filed with the labor commission. 
Miss Harrison claims $80 and 
Banium asks for $110. 





WEALTHY EXHIB DIVORCED 


Syracuse, N. Y., Aug. 8. 
Surrendering all claims against 
her former husband and releasing 
all dower interests for a considera- 
tion of $10,000, Mrs. Margaret 
Hanna Brown has been granted a 
divorce from Julian 8S. Brown, 
wealthy Syracuse theatre and night 
club operator, in Cualto, Mexico. 
Trial of the action took place June 
16. Incompatibility and desertion 
were alleged. 
Suit was kept secret until Mrs. 
Brown signed certain documents. 





CLUB’S WEEKLY SHOWS 


New York Motion Picture club, 
starting in September, will endeavor 
to conduct weekly entertainments 
throughout the winter. 

Idea is to aid finances. 





WB Casts Holman 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Harry Holman returned from New 
York and has been added to cast of 
WRB’s ‘Silver Dollar.’ 
Set by Leo Morrison agency. 








COACH AS ACTOR 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Howard Jones, football coach for 
U. S. C., will act as technical di- 
rector, and also will take part in 





U Sees 3 Star 
Candidates and 
Maybe 4 Scarers 


Universal's New York office tg 
counting upon the creation of at 
least three new stars from the com- 
pany’s roster before the end of the 
'32-'33 picture season. The eastern 
hopes are Gloria Stuart, recently 
plucked from the Pasadena Com- 
munity Players; Onslow Stevens, 
also recruited from the same Pasa- 
dena group, and Noah Beery, Jr., as 
a luminary of westerns. Russell 
Hopton may also be featured soon 
in a college story. 

With its top money garnered from 
thrillers last season, U is keeping a 
wide place on its new program for 
more of this kind. There are three 
on the schedule now, but a fourth is 
being considered. Whether this will 
be made will be determined by the 
b. o. reaction to the first of the new 
series, ‘Old Dark House.’ Latter 











‘Rackety Rax’ for Fox. 


film is due at the Mayfair, N. Y., 
Sept. 1. 

The fourth thriller is tentatively 
titled ‘S. S. San Pedro.’ The otherg 
definitely in line are ‘Cagliostro’ and 
‘The Invisible Man.’ 


Weitzenkorns Reunited 
9 Days After Divorce 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 


Latest development in the Louis 
Weitzenkorns’ marital battle is the 
amended complaint filed by Irma 
May Weitzenkorn against her 
writer-husband, stating that follow- 
ing a secret Mexican divorce in 
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, Jan. 6, 1931, 
the pair reunited nine days later in 
a common law marriage in New 
York and lived together until Dec. 
14, same year, when the final breach 
came. 

Listing indiscretions of her hus- 
band, Mrs. Weitzenkorn alleges that 
he was too friendly with a house- 
maid in Severes, France, last Au- 
gust, even to providing the maid 
with an apartment in Paris after 
her discharge. 

New complaint also ups amount 
wife is seeking from $1,000 a month 
to $2,500 and attorneys’ fees from 
$5,000 to $10,000. It is her conten- 
tion that Weitzenkorn has $100,000 
stowed away with his attorney, 
Mortimer Schwager of Brooklyn, 
and that the money is community 
property. She claims his weekly 
income is now $1,000, while he 
claims he is getting $600 at Para- 
mount. As part of the suit, attor- 
neys for the wife attached $746 due 
the writer by the film company. 











‘Laughing Boy’ Search 
No Laff for Universal 


Universal City, Aug. 8. 

Universal is over the barrel so 
far as a lead for ‘Laughing Boy’ is 
concerned. No two execs have the 
same conception of the type wanted 
and result is that studio has ex- 
pended $5,000 in tests. 

Final try will be made this week 
by Willie Wyler, who is to direct. 
He will visit spots in New Mexico 
and Arizona to see if the ‘youth’ 
they seek can be found there. 





ORSATTI’S HUNT 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Frank Orsatti left for New York 
last night (5) to establish radio 
contacts for his film player clients. 
Will also hunt story and play 
material for studio submission. 


$5,889 to Wallace Widow 
Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 


Statement as to local estate of the 
late Edgar Wallace, who died in 
Beverly Hills last May, made by. 
Public Administrator Frank Bryson, 
shows that a residue of $5,889 was 
sent to the widow, Violet Ethel 
Wallace, in London. 

Writer had $6,796 in the bank and 
$1,259 salary due from Radio studioé 
at the time of his death. 





Back to Agenting 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
After giving up agenting to be- 
come studio talent scout for Fox, 
Ben Hershfield went off the pay- 
roll Saturday (6). 
Expects to go back to agentiug. 
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OLYMPICS A $250,000 PAIN | 





Marx Bros. Call Off 


Proposed Next on Plea 
Chico, Zeppo Need Rest 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Contemplated production of an- 
ether Marx Bros. picture by Para- 
mount this year is off. Family went 
thumbs down on the idea, claiming 
that Chico needs a rest to completely 
recover from his knee injury, and 
that Zeppo, currently abed suffer- 
ing from pneumonia, will also need 
more time to recuperate. 

Harpo leaves here on the Hal 
Roach plane with Sam Katz for 
New York Friday (5), from where 
he sails for Russia. Groucho stays 
en the Coast with his family. 

Quartet had previously told the 
studio that if they made another 
picture this year the government 
would get whatever they received 
for the picture in income tax. This 
added income would put their year’s 
total to an amount where the gov- 
ernment would collect 50%. 


MARION DAVIES’ 3 AT 
$200,000 ‘PEG’ NEXT 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Marion Davies has renewed with 
Metro and will make three pictures 
within the next 15 months. New 
contract will net the star $200,000 
a production. 

First on the schedule is ‘Peg O’ 
My Heart’ with studio also having 
‘promised Miss Davies ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street.’ 


Extra Placements Up 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

It was happy days for the extras 
last week when 5,106 day checks 
were issued. This is a jump of 
2,208 placements over the previous 
week. 

Biggest day was Wednesday (3) 
with 950 workers spotted, 250 of 
them for <{fetro’s ‘Rasputin.’ 




















‘Kingdom’ Delay Puts 
Ann Harding in Cast 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


With production of ‘Animal 
Kingdom’ still a week off, due to 
Metro holding Leslie Howard 
on the behind schedule ‘Smilin’ 


Through,’ Radio has decided to spot 
Ann Harding in it. 

Irene Dunne, who. was to have 
Played opposite Howard in ‘King- 
dom,’ gets another assignment, 


Lambs’ 2d Short 


Larry Kent, Max E. Hayes, a 
technical crew, and a group of 
Lambs’ actors left yesterday (Mon- 
day) for Bermuda to film the second 
in the Lambs Gambol short series 
for Columbia. Fred Stone will head 
the talent in the third of the series, 
to be made in New York later on. 








Bickford’s Proviso 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Story with carnival background 
by Charles Bickford under con- 
gSideration at Metro. 
Bickford will sell only on con- 
dition that he also plays the lead. 





EAST TELLS WEST 


Metro’s New York office has ad- 
vised the Coast studio that the con- 
tracts of William S. Maugham and 
Henri Bernstein, writers, should ‘be 
considered terminated. 

Maugham was signed last No- 
vember to do an original which to 
date hasn't been submitted, it is 
said. 





Engaged by Phone 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Radio engaged Frank Morgan by 
telephone today (Monday) from 
New York to play in ‘Secrets of the 
French Police,’ Eddie Sutherland di- 
recting. 
. Stories were published by 
Features syndicate. 


King 





FAMILY PRIDE 


Ethel’s Son Walks Because Salary 
‘Too Small for a Barrymore’ 








Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Stating that the offered salary 
was too simall for a Barrymore, 
Samuel Blythe Colt, Ethel Barry- 
more’s son, walked out on Colum- 
bia. He left after the studio had 
planted premature publicity blurbs 
to the effect he was under contract. 

Colt had previously spurned two 
parts at Metro, stating he didn’t 
want it to be said his mother got 
him the engagements. He will 
probably go to Universal for a spot 
in ‘All America’ and later in ‘Road 
Back.’ 


LE MAIRE QUITS WB; 
TALKING WITH SHARPE 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Rufus LeMaire resigned as War- 
ner casting head when the studio 


refused to give him a salary in- 
crease as provided in his contract 








option if continued for another 
year. Resignetion takes immediate 
effect. Believed he will go to Uni- 


versal, following a short vacation. 

Understood here that Le Maire’s 
successor will be sent out from New 
York and not selected from the 
local ranks. 

Reported studio has been talk- 
ing to Stanley Sharpe in the east. 
Sharpe was formerly general man- 
ager for the late Flo Ziegfeld, hav- 
ing been with the producer eight 
years. However, Max Arnow, east- 
ern talent scout for WB, left for the 
Coast last Friday and may fill the 
LeMaire vacancy. 

Le Maire leaves the studio Aug. 
18, having released Warners of the 
final six weeks of his contract. He 
is also negotiating with Radio and 
Fox besides Universal for a pro- 
ducer’s berth. 


Leonard’s Departure 
From Metro Is Final 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Robert Z. Leonard, who walked 
when Metro asked him to take a 
35% cut and sign new contract, will 
not return to that studio following 
his four-week vacation. Leonard 
had several conferences with Irv- 
ing Thalberg last week. 

Director is understood to have 
offers from Paramount and Fox. 











Gilbert-Virginia Bruce 
Wedding Due Aug. 10 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

John Gilbert will marry Virginia 
Bruce at his home in Beverly Hills 
this Wednesday (10). 

Paul Bern, for whom Gilbert 
stood up, will be best man with 
Jean Harlow (Mrs. Bern) matron 
of henor. 





Keatons Divorced 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Natalie Talmadge Keaton won an 
interlocutory decree of divorce from 
Buster Keaton today, after describ- 
ing the comic as a ‘rounder’ in her 
testimony. Court okayed a prop- 
erty settlement in which Keaton 
consented to pay $300 monthly for 
the support of his wife and their 
children, Joseph, 10, and Robert, 8. 

Constance Talmadge also testi- 
fied in behalf of her sister, saying 
that her brother-in-law had made 
a habit of staying away all night 
and refusing to explain where he 
had been on those occasions. 





Sidney’s U Return 


George Sidney returns to Univer- 
sal for another picture with Charlie 
Murray—it may be another Cohens 
and Kellys despite U's previous 
decision to abandon the_ series— 
and for other U comedy production 
on his own. 

Sidney, when finishing up his per- 
sonal appearance tour in Detroit. 
Chi and Buffalo, returns to the 
Coast. He’s now vacationing at the 
Pat Rooneys’ Southold, L. I. home. 











\SITORS TIEING 
UP FILM oTUDIDS 


Only 73 Frenchmen, but 
There Are 50,000,000 
Other Callers, or There- 
abouts — Individual and 
Special Favors Load 
Hollywood Studios with 
Visiting Firemen and 
Pole-Vaulters Despite 
Hays’ Regulations — 50,- 
000 Requests—Fox Loses 
16 Working Hours 





LOST STUDIO TIME 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Entertainment of Olympic en- 
trants, officials and visitors will 
cost the picture studios in the 


neighborhood of $250,000 before the 
games are over Aug. 14. Most of 
the expense entailed will probably 
be charged to lost time in produc- 
tion, 

Hays organization attempted to 
regulate the handling of visitors at 
the studios. It laid down iron-clad 
regulation as to who was to be 
taken care of and by whom. More 
than 50,000 requests for permission 
to visit studios were received. For 
the first week they okayed 3,020 
and for the current week have 
made provision for another 3,350. 

However, studios found them- 
selves pressed from those who had 
been passed up by the Hays body. 
They felt that certain people and 
groups had to be taken care of and 
the first week found about 10,000 
more than officially sanctioned be- 
ing entertained either in groups or 
individually. 

Heaviest Strain at Fox 


With loss of time the heaviest 
item to be charged up through stars, 
executives and other studio per- 
sonnel functioning as hosts, Fox is 
reported to have undergone the 
heaviest portion of the strain. 
Actually 16 hours of production is 
estimated as having been dropped 
at that lot during the past 10 days. 


This studio did not stint itself 
in the entertainment of its guests, 
individually or collectively. It was 
figured that $2,000 was expended 
on stills alone. Each visitor was 
given autographed photos of stars 
and more than 1,000 were enter- 
tained at the Cafe de Paris, on 
the lot, for luncheon with the studio 
also, in some instances, assuming 
transportation expenses for sight- 
seeing by athletes, delegates and 
visiting newspaper correspondents. 
This was due to the fact that the 
local Olympic committee had made 
no provision for the entertainment 
of the official visitors outside of 
two official banquets. 


Metro’s Load 


Metro also went heavy for the 
entertainment. Louis B. Mayer en- 
tertained for Vice-President Curtis, 
also for officers of the U.S. fleet, 
as well as having foreign delega- 
tions to look after. Studio has had 
visitors on practically all of its 
sets for the past two weeks, with 
stars posing for photos with the 


athletes at the Olympic stadium 
as well. Close to 3,500 ere reported 
to have been taken care of at this 
plant. 

Paramount not overlooked by the 
eallers either. This lot handled 


more than 2,000, with Radio hav- 
ing another 1,009. Universal bore 
a good portion of the entertaining, 
too, with Warners, due to just re- 
opening, finding the tax consider- 
ably lighter than on the other 
studios. 

Stars and featured players have 
been on the move, making appear- 
ances at dinners, luncheons, the 
Olympic ball and various gather- 
ings given the athletes and officials 
during the past two weeks. 


Star’s Fan Interview on Her ‘Affairs’ 


Prompts Another Film Commandment 
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Barrymores’ Billing 





Culver City, Aug. 8. 
No trouble encountered by 
Metro in arranging billing for 
the Barrymores on ‘Rasputin.’ 
The order is John, Ethel and 
Lionel. 














COAST-TO-COAST RADIO 
PLUG FOR ‘CROONER’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Bob Goldstein, manager for Abe 
Lyman’s orchestra, arrived here by 
plane today (Monday) to line up 
talent from this end which will 
work with Lyman over a CBS 
broadcast Wednesday (10) at 12.30 
noon from New York on a broad- 
cast for ‘Crooner.’ 

Studio talent will consist 
David Manners, Dick Powell 
others from original cast here. 


‘COLLIERS’ GETS CANTOR 
STORY ON ZIEGFELD 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Story on the life of the late Flo 
Ziegfeld by Eddie Cantor goes to 
‘Colliers’. Biography will run from 
six to 10 installments. 

David Freedman, Cantor’s writing 
partner, is expected on from New 
York to work on the series. 





of 
and 











Services on Coast, Burial 
In N. Y. for Jimmy Quirk 


Hollywood, April 8. 

With 200 picture executives and 
celebrities present, a simple but 
impressive service was held for the 
late James R. Quirk at Pierce 
Brothers funeral parlors Aug. 3. 
Rev. Father O'Donnell, of the 
Holy Trinity Church, officiated with 
Rupert Hughes delivering an 
eulogy. 

Mrs. Quirk (May Allison) left for 
New York that night (Wednesday) 
with the body accompanied by her 
sister, Maude Latham. 








Burial of Jimmy Quirk, late pub- 
lisher of ‘Photoplay,’ fan magazine, 
took place in New York Sunday 
(7), in Kensico Cemetery. 

Some 300 representatives of the 
picture industry and literati at- 
tended the services. 

The organization of ‘Photoplay’ 
will remain intact. A successor to 
Quirk as editor will be announced 
this week. It was said Monday 
that the selection will doubtless be 
made from within present editorial 
staff. 





Billie Dove’s Sketch 


Billie Dove is due east for RKO 
vaudeville on a Fitzgerald & Mc- 
Gaffery agency booking. No open- 


—_______ __. 


‘ 
governing body is 
Hollywood an lith 


commandment. It will be docketed 
as ‘verbal moral turpitude’ and is to 
be considered violated when any 
picture star boasts in print of any 
indiscretions. 

What will happen to the first star 
who breaks the new commandment 
has not yet been decided. Officials 
refuse to stay whether it will mean 
banishment from American screens, 
suspension, or what-not. 

The film luminary who is directly 


Producers’ 
creating for 


quoted in a current issue of a 
fan magazine interview about her 
‘affairs,’/ and whe is further quoted 


as saying that she can have an af- 
fair with any man who attracts her 
one hour after she meets him, but 
that she hasn't had an affair for 
six months, is responsible for the 
latest gathering of picture codeists. 

The inquiry included the inter- 
rogating of a score of picture peo- 
pleo in New York the day the sup- 
posed interview appeared. The 
writer and the mazagine have been 
questioned and reprimanded by the 
picture heads, as also is the pub- 
licity department of the studio in- 
volved. 

But the star is where the film 
investigators admit striking the 
main snag. This is because a per- 
former can be interviewed in other 
places than on the lot and because 
if a star is going to talk—she’s just 
going to talk. 

Publicity department of another 
studio is perturbed over the antics 
of a leading woman who, in an in- 


terview in another’ state, an- 
nounced her marriage to a film man 
who hasn't received his final 
divorce. Head p. a. doesn’t know 


whether to confirm or deny story 
since the girl didn’t take anyone 
into her confidence. 


KEN DUNCAN FINDS A 
WAY TO KEEP EATING 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 

Ken Duncan, actor, has a way to 
keep eating. He rented Paramount's 
old ‘No Limit,’ starring Clara Bow, 
in which he also appeared. 

Taking the picture with him, 
Duncan makes personal appearances 
at small town theatres with the 
picture. Plays on a straight per- 
centage basis and carries Allan Jay 
for publicity. 











Vic Fleming at M-G 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Victor Fleming returns to Metro 
as a director. He will make one 
picture. Last picture he made there 
was ‘Wet Parade.’ 











ing date set yet, matter of salary 
standing in the way. 


Miss Dove is reported asking $3,- | 
She'll do a sketch | 


750 for vaudeville. 
by Vincent Lawrence. 





TOUTING SUSAN FLEMING 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Paramcunt has changed its mind 
about placing Susan Fleming in 
‘Heritage of che Desert,’ western. 


Has decided to reserve her for more 
ambitious productions. 
Sally Blane has been substituted 











in tne ‘\Vestern story. Will play 
opposite Randolph Scott. 
Vince Barnett’s Two 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Vince Barnett, is named for the 
casts of two pictures. 

Paramount's ‘Heritage 
Desert’ is the first and 
Rax’ (Fox) follows. 


or the 


‘Racke ly | 
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Distribs Indicate Will Reject 
Indie Counter Moves on 5-0-9; 
Lightman Invokes Exhib Heads 





The 5-5-5 plan seems 
doomed as distributors, after reject- 
ing <he complete formula, indicated 
that they will turn down just as 
flatly counter proposals which the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America will make before the end 
of this week. 

Stand is explained by distributors 
as a direct challenge to threats of 
indie leaders, amongst which is in- 
cluded that of a buying strike. 

With lawyers in command of the 
uniformity situation, distribution 
heads state that regardless of their 
own inclinations they will abide by 
the interpretations of legal minds if 
for no other reason than to pro- 
tect their own organization. 

Only Fox and World-Wide have 
indicated to indie leaders that they 
still have a kindly word for the 
5-5-5. Metro and United Artists, 
up to Monday (8), had not made 
known their sentiments while all 
other companies had voted nega- 
tively in the lawyer poll taken by 
M. A. Lightman, head of the 
MPTOA. 

Opinions Vary 


Lawyers differ so much in their 
interpretations of the United States 
Supreme Court ratification of the 
Thacher decree, which ruled out 
uniformity and compulsory arbitra- 
tion, that spokesmen for distrib- 
utors say the only way in which 
this issue may be cleared is through 
another case testing uniformity. 
Even though every exhibitor in the 
country swore by affidavit that the 
5-5-5 contract was just, and made 
the direct statement above his own 
signature that he would not con- 
sider the distributors acting in. con- 
cert, some of the distrib lawyers 
declare that this would mean little 
one way or the other. New ex- 
hibitors coming into the business 
could cause just as much trouble 
and bring about the same litigation 
as the pioneers, distribs hold. 

Aside from the legal entangle- 
ments, distribs for some time have 
been straddling the 5-5-5 contract. 
Shortly after their discovery that 
arbitration could not be forcefully 
executed, and that regardless of 
what form of contract in use the 
courts would have to determine a 
dispute of any seriousness, distrib 
interest in the 5-5-5 began to wane. 
Today the distrib attitude appears 
to be, why make concessions and 
get nothing in return? 

Exhibitors are anxious to have 
at least two of the 5-5-5 clauses 
incorporated in present company 
forms. The first of these is the 
stipulation giving the exhibitor the 
right to reject a certain number of 
pictures offered him by a single 
company, while the second is that 
prior run protection expire in 90 
days whether the film is played on 
the date booked or not. 


Lightman’s Appeal 
Lightman, who has been the main 
apostle for the indies in the 5-5-5- 
must-come-through move, yester- 
day (Monda:) sent the following 
explanation and call to arms to 34 
exhibitor leaders in the U. S:: 
‘The attorneys for the dis- 
tributors have refused to make 
the standard form of contract 


available to those exhibitors 
desiring it. Their reasons are 
varied but the principal ones 


are that they question the right 
to legally do so and also point 
out that it will conflict, in sev- 
eral respects, with their indi- 
vidual contracts, thus causing 
confusion where two exhibitors 
in the same zone sign the dif- 
ferent forms. It probably never 
occurred to them that they could 
change individual contracts so 
that they would conform to the 
standard license agreement suf- 
ficiently that either form could 
be selected by the exhibitor... 
Is it just that simply because 


the old contract was declared 
illegal that these exhibitors 
should be made to suffer by 
having practically every little 


point of vantage taken out of 
the individual contracts? If the 
attorneys are sincere and really 
do not want to adopt this al- 
ternate contract for reasons 
stated, then isn’t it reasonable 
to assume that they should be 
willing to insert the advanta- 
@eous clauses in their individ- 


* 


definitely 





| Options Wolves 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Despite the wolves at many 
Hollywood doors, an agent has 
taken an option on a pack of 
real wild ones. 

Lad is trying to peddle his 
option at the studios, feeling 
that they'll be wanted for the 
wild animal pictures and other 
films of nature in the rough, 
which seem to be on the way. 


Fox Concentrating 
On Build-Up Plan 
For Lesser Players 














Hollywood, Aug. 8, 


Fox studio plans to develop a 
personality policy during coming 
season to establish promising 
talent under contract. Each pro- 
ducer has been assigned certain 
stars to handle for the year and 
must provide stories that will not 
only lend themselves to the stars 
but build-up candidates to be op- 
posite the ‘names.’ 

Studio is still building up Sally 
Bilers and James Dunn, and also 
Lillian Harvey, its Ufa importa- 
tion. Janet Gaynor and Charles 
Farrell will each make two other 
pictures, in which, opposite them 
will be budding players. 

Endeavor to put over Henry 
Garet will be made opposite Miss 
Gaynor in ‘Princess at Your 
Order,’ being adapted from a Ger- 
man play, while efforts are being 
made for suitable story in which to 
use Miss Harvey opposite Farrell. 





Sinclair Now Editing 


Eisenstein Mex Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


With Serge Eisensteln gone home, 
Upton Sinclair is editing the 50,000 
feet of film the Russian director 
took in Mexico, Author helped fi- 
nance the project. 

Understood Eisenstein has fore- 
gone rights to the picture, for which 
Sinclair will seek U. S. distribution. 
Eisenstein will receive one print for 
Russia, 

Footage is said to contain no So- 
viet propaganda, but is a story of 
Mexico during the Mayan period, 





BILLY GILBERT SET 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Five year contract with options 
has been given Billy Gilbert, musical 
comedy player, »y Roach. 

Gilbert’s ticket is a two-way 
termer for writing and acting. Cur- 
rently, he i: in the ‘Taxi Boys’ 
series. 





ual contracts that the 5-5-5 
offers?... 

Let us put the matter square- 
ly up to the attorneys and as- 
certain whether or not they are 
willing to modify their present 
contracts sufficiently to give us 
the few concessions that have 
been taken cway.... To the 
companies who are willing to do 
this we cannot claim a breach 
of faith. To the others there 
is absolutely no doubt as to 
their insincerity because we 
were definitely led to believe 
that the contract would be 
adopted for alternate use this 
season. Any doubt as to the 
legality is without justification. 
There can be no question of it 
if the form ts simply offered as 
an alternate to those exhibitors 
desiring its use.... Any fur- 
ther quibbling or delay will only 
weaken our chances to prove 
once and for all that we are 
entitled to certain considera- 
tions and that we intend to get 
them. There are many drastic 
things that we can do.... It 
is sincerely hoped that none of 
these will be necessary.’ 
Lightman concludes by announc- 

ing the new slogan of th» organi- 
zation’s executive committee. It is, 
‘To not buy until more equitable 
contracts are offered.’ 





PAR BUYS TWO 


Racetrack and Ocean Liner Stories 
—May Do Former as Play 








Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Paramount has bought two ‘Grand 
Hotel’ types of stories. One is ‘The 
Grand Thing,’ written by Lawrence 
Hazzard, and a racetrack story. It’s 
to be done with an all star cast and 





possibly a play from same script 
will be in New York this fall. 

The other is ‘The Cross,’ a Ger- 
man book by Gina Kaus, being 
translated into English under the 
title of ‘Luxury Liner.’ This story 
will be used for Sari Maritza. 


FOX REVIVES 
PLANS TO $1.50 


Fox is planning to roadshow pic- 
tures again. Although two years 
ago the organization said it would 
never high-top on Broadway again, 
scouts have started looking for a 
stem theatre. 

Creation of a special exploitation 
department for this purpose is al- 
ready under way with Vic Shapiro 
preparing the plan. 

Fox houses under the Skouras 
jmmanagement will be selected for 
most of the roadshowing at $1.50 
top. In other instances the policy 
followed by Metro with ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ a percentage basis, will be 
pursued nationally. 

Company figures it may have five 
pictures adaptable to a $1.50 scale 
for the coming season. 


‘March of Time’ Takes 
Another Holiday at M-G 


Culver City, Aug. 8. 


‘March of Time,’ Metro’s veteran 
on and offer, is off again tem- 
porarily. 

Recently this footage was given 
to Ralph Block and Ralph Spence 
for refixing. When Spence drew an- 
other assignment Block continued 
alone. Latter now also leaves 
‘Time’ flat to do a doctoring job on 
the script of John Gilbert’s next, 
‘China Seas.’ 

‘Time’ will march again when the 
Block-Spence combination can get 
together. It is now the champ re- 
make film amongst all the studios, 
having been the cause of salvaging 
conferences for around two years. 

















‘lith Ave.,’ Not ‘Rhythm,’ 
Le Baron’s First at Par 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Paramount has shelved ‘Manhat- 
tan Rhythm’ as William Le Baron’s 
first production and Luther Reed, 
assigned te direct, is off the pay- 
roll. Studio decided story was too 
weak. 

Replacing will be ‘11th Avenue,’ 
an original by Bill McNutt. Jo- 
sephine Lovett and J. M. March are 
adapting and dialoging. 





- Acad. Adds 7 Writers 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Al Cohn, branch chairman, an- 
nounced addition of seven authors 
to writers’ division of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences. 
Enrollment was under recently 
adopted policy to hasten action on 
new candidates. 

Those admitted were: Sarah Y. 
Mason, Austin Parker, John Monk 
Saunders, Donald Ogden Stewart, 
Jo Swerling, Dale Van Every and 
Louis Weitzenkorn, 





Millarde Widow’s Award 
Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

June E. Millarde, widow of Harry 
Millarde, director, who died last 
November, was awarded $300 
monthly for herself and child pend- 
ing settlement of the estate, which 
totals $15,000, half in cash. 

Mrs. Millarde also appointed ad- 
ministratrix. 





‘BED’ BECOMES ‘MAN’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
‘No Bed of Her Own,’ Para- 
mount’s Clark Gable-Miriam Hop- 
kins picture, will go out as ‘No 
Man of Her Own.’ 
Currently Par has two pictures 





with ‘Hell’ in the title. 


fad 





~—Or Fire Island 


_—- — 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Picture supervisor, impressed 
with two-word titles such as 
‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘County Fair’ 
and ‘Union Depot,’ is consid- 
ering ‘Grant’s Tomb.’ 


Goldstone’s Crown 
Jostled by Union 
In Wage Dispute 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Withdrawal of Phil Goldstone as 
financier of independent pictures, 
and refusal of the sound men’s 
union to negotiate with the Inde- 
pendent Producers’ Association on 
recent wage scale difficulties if 
Goldstone participated, changes the 
status of Goldstone as the kingpin 
of independent production. 


Union charges that Goldstone’s 
previous domination of the indie 
field through the IAP, which he was 
instrumental in organizing to pro- 
tect his financing, has been re- 
sponsible for the failure to come 
to terms. Sound men requested 
that Trem Carr represent the IAP 
in the negotiations. 

Indie Producers’ Association has 
also wandered away from the Gold- 
stone fold with four—Trem Carr 
(Monogram), M. H. Hoffman (AI- 
lied), Nat Levine (Mascot), and 
George Weeks (Mayfair)—sitting in 
control. These companies, none 
financed by Goldstone, will likely 
produce 120 of the 150 independent 
features scheduled for this year. 

So far Goldstone’s Majestic Pic- 
ture Co., announcing 24 pictures 
this year, has not been represented 
at any of the meetings. Company 
has refused to meet the union’s de- 
mands and with the request that 
Goldstone be excluded from the ne- 
gotiations, it is doubtful if he will 
be a party to the agreement. 

Goldstone, currently in the east, 
is expected to return here next 
week, 

















King Supervises First 
Big 4-F.F.A. Picture 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


First feature on combined Big 
Four and Freuler Film Associates 
program for new season goes into 
production Aug. 10, with Burton 
King supervising. No director, cast 
or title set. 

Big Four will produce 10 features, 
five westerns and five dramas, 
F. F. A. will produce 24 features, 12 
westerns, six melodramas and six 
thrillers. Latter will be aimed at 
foreign market, with foreign lan- 
guages dubbed. 

John R. Freuler, head of both 
companies, is here to get the pro- 
grams started. He leaves for the 
east Aug. 13, making exchange con- 
tacts on trip. 





Second Soviet for M-G 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Metro is considering a second 
Soviet story, following completion 
of the untitled one that has been in 
preparation for months. 

Newest is Yury Olesha’s play, 
‘The Actress.” Oscar Carter has 
made the translation. 





WING’S 4 FOR W-W 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


With deal set between Ward Wing 
and World Wide for production of 
one feature and three one reelers in 
Dutch West Indies, \“ing will leave 
early in September with J. C. Cook 
along as cameraman. Picture will 
be made silent with a native cast. 

Feature will be released by W-W, 
shorts by Educational. 





MATCH KING STORY 
Warners is preparing a_ story 
based on the late Ivar Krueger, 
Swedish match king. Warren Wil- 
liam is slated for the title role. 
Film on the same subject is also 
currently being lined up in Berlin 
by Nero Film. 





Ina Claire Settles Claim 
Hollywood, Aug. 8, 
Settlement made out of court on 








suit of Maurice Revnes against Ina 
Claire for $800 commissions. 

Roger Marchetti represented 
Revnes. 





FOX PROVISOS 
CUMMED UP 
N.E POOL 


Entrance of Fox lawyers into the. 
Harry Arthur-Publix deal, who are 
said to have interposed certain con- 
ditions into the proposed partner- 
ship which Publix found objection. 
able, is reported responsible for the 
sudden decision to call the entire 
matter off. That occurred more than 
a week after the date set on which 
papers were to be signed by Arthur 
and Publix following full accord be« 
tween both on the setup. 

What the Fox lawyers wanted 
after submission of the deal was 
made to them is not revealed, 
Information is that both Arthur and 
Publix were satisfied on agreement 
they had reached but in view of the 
later Fox development, mutually 
agreed to call everything off. 

Partnership would have combined 
18 houses of the Harry Arthur chain 
(formerly Poli) with five of Publix, 
two in Springfield and one each in 
Hartford, Worcester, and New 
Haven, or a total of 25. 

Under the setup, Arthur was to 
have complete operating control of 
the group. 

The Publix theatres involved will 
continue under the operating super= 
vision of Dave Chatkin for Publix. 


U’s Product Deals 


Universal is expected to announce 
the closing of deals for its °’32-’33 
product with RKO, Skouras and 
Warners this week. 

All are on a national basis, 














LABELING PREVIEWS i 


Majors Will Advertise Test Shows: 
To Curb Indie Cycling 








Los Angels, Aug. 8. 

To combat the fake preview 
racket, indulged in. by indie ex-: 
changes, all major studios will here- 
after advertise their pre-release 
showings. Pictures will be billed as 
‘Metro’ or ‘Paramount’ previews 
outside the theatres. 

This is to get away from the 
‘studio feature preview’ gag which 
lately has resulted in the showing 
of numerous ringers and resultant 
audience protests. 

Indie exchanges have been gete- 
tings as high as $25 for turkey pice 
tures which were advertised as 
‘previews.’ In one case, the ex- 
change bicycled a feature as a ‘pre-e 
view’ between three houses the 
same evening. 





30% Completed, Roach 
Closes for Two Weeks 


Culver City, Aug. 8. 


Roach studic will shut down for 
two weeks Saturday (6). Lot is 
ahead of schedule with 30% of the 
new. season’s program already fin- 
ished. . 

Annette Foraub, three years in the 
publicity office, has been let out. 





Pelton-Starr Fold 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Al Pelton-Irving Starr agency has 
folded, with Starr to supervise Ken 
Maynard westerns. 

Partnership in operation about 
five months. Previously Pelton was 
associated with Deming Lameon for , 
about four months. 





Bromley as Broker 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Haworth Bromley is now asso- 
ciated with Albert J. Cohen, story 
and play broker. 
Bromley formerly was associate 
editor of ‘Cosmopolitan’ magazine, 





GRINDE’S COLUMBIA FILM 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Nick Grinde will direct ‘Vanity 
Street’ for Columbia. 
Grinde has been with Metro for 
the past 10 years. 





Viv Osborne on ‘Freedom’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Vivienne Osborne plays opposite 
Leo Carrillo in ‘Freedom.’ 
This is a Joseph Schnitzer pro- 
duction to be released by Radio. 
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FILMS SEE THAT CORNER 





PAR’S DECISION 
ON LASKY DUE 
THIS WEEK 


oe 


; Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Inference here is that Jesse Lasky 
Will return to the Par lot in an ac- 
tive capacity before Sept. 1. Lasky 
and Sam Katz, latter since gone 
East, met several times last week 
with it reported Katz will submit 
Lasky’s demands to the Paramount 
directorial board in New York. 

Lasky is supposed to have put 
himself on record in no uncertain 
terms in his conference with Katz, 
but neither he nor Katz would fur- 
ther discus: the matter. Lasky 
stated, however, that he would 
make a decision this week regard- 
ing his future plans. Katz de- 
clared he would inform New York 
of his talks with the former studio 
head. 

Future production plans of the 
studio are being held in abeyance 
pending Katz’ return, which is ex- 
pected in about three weeks. 





Sam Katz, who arrived in New 
York Sunday (6) from the Coast 
had his first get-together with h. o. 
executives during luncheon yester- 
flay noon (Monday). All depart- 
ment heads were invited to attend. 

While here Katz is expected to 
decide, with other Par executives, 
the auestion of Jesse Lasky’s future 
‘with the company. Lasky is in 
Hollywood. 


SCHENCK EAST ON UA’S 
PRODUCT BOOKING DEAL 


‘ Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Joseph M. Schenck leaves for New 
fork Wednesday (10) to handle cir- 
cuit bookings for United Artists 
during the new season. He will also 
align product for reopening of the 
United Artists theatre which re- 
opens here early in September. It 
is likely that ‘Rain’ (UA) will be 
house’s first attraction. 

Expected that Schenck will re- 
main east for three weeks. 


Kent’s Fast Mileage 


Sidney R. Kent, who sailed from 
England Saturday (6) on the ‘Ber- 
engaria,’ arrives in New York 
Thursday (11) or Friday. Early the 
following week he takes off for the 
coast. 

Kent stops over in New York only 
long enough to meet E. R. Tinker, 
coming east, and other executives. 

Kent's trip west will be his third 
Bince joining Fox last spring. 

















PINCUS’ DELAYED TRIP 


Joe Pincus, Fox eastern casting 
head, postponed his talent search 
through New England because of a 
demand for immediate delivery of 
certain types to the Coast. 

Pincus’ office, the past month, has 
been scouring to fill these orders. 
He now figures to start for Maine 
within the week. 





KENNEDY ON DEM. CAMPAIGN 
Springfield, Mass., Aug. 8. 

Joseph P. Kennedy, film financier, 
is taking part in the campaign to 
elect Gov. Roosevelt to the pres- 
idency. 

Kennedy is reported acting as an 
intermediary in an effort to swing 
to the Roosevelt banner Gov. Ely, 
of Massachusetts, 





HAMMONS BACK 


E. W. Hammons returns today | 
(Tuesday) from England, where he 
has been arranging for distribution 
of Educational and World-Wide 
product for the new season. 

Educational does not have any} 
foreign exchanges. For Europe most 


et its dealing is through Ideal. 








Radio City Film Angles 





Radio City’s film theatre is 
not being fought over by some 
of the leading distributors. 
Companies that have product 
deals with RKO have either 
excluded the City or else have 
added riders to the contract 
making rigorous demands. 

In its five-year deal with 
Fox, RKO cannot play a single 
picture of that company at the 
new center. Universal, re- 
ported to have practically 
closed in its product negotia- 
tions with RKO, is said to have 
made use of the rider in re- 
gard to U pictures for R.C. 

Tendency of the film sales 
heads seems to be watchful 
waiting. 


PIPING ‘CONGORILLA’ 
AIR PLUG INTO HOUSES 


Fox Films in a tie-in with Gem 
Razor has arranged to have the 
commercial’s radio program this 
Sunday (14) piped into every house 
in the country showing ‘Congorilla’ 
that night. Session, m.c.’.d by Ed 
Sullivan, will have Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin Johnson, makers of the pic- 


ture, in a dramatization of one of 
their experiences in the African 
jungle, 

Bert Lahr will also guest star on 
the program, following up the John- 
sons with a burlesque on their act. 
Exhibs have been asked to so ar- 
range their schedules that a spot 
will be clear to pick up the ether 
show on a radio set and relay it over 
the house loudspeakers from the 
moment it starts over the Columbia 
network. 


Films Meeting Gov't on 
4-Day Week Stagger Plan 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Picture industry is working to- 
ward the _ institution of Pres. 
Hoover’s plan for a four-day week 
stagger system. Picture committee 
met with the Los Angeles com- 
mittee Friday (5) and will iron out 
difficulties as involved in the film 
setup with the State Executive com- 
mittee during the comming week. 
Film committee is composed of Will 
H. Hays, Louis B. Mayer, Joseph 
Schenck, E. H. Allen, Jack Warner 
and Fred Beetson of the Hays of- 
fice, 

It is figured that the four-day plan 
to give the unemployed a break will 
mean a wage cut of practically 40% 
from the normal, coming as it does 
on top of the recent pay slashes. 


Meredith Up 


Publix is promoting Jack Mere- 
dith to the operating department 
as assistant division manager for 
the Saenger Circuit. He leaves 
New York tomorrow (Wednesday) 
for New Orleans, where he will 
make permanent headquarters un- 
der Howard McCoy, Saenger div 
chief. 

Meredith has been at the h.o. for 
two and a half years. He was at 
one time with Ascher Bros. 


MACKENZIE CONVALESCENT 


Maurice Mackenzie, secretary of 
the Hays Organization, expects to 
leave the Roosevelt hospital within 
another week. Last week, following 
an operation for appendicitis, his 
condition was reported serious. 

Mackenzie will spend the remain- 
der of the month recuperating at his 
home in Stamford, Conn, 


AKERSON MOVES OVER 





























George Akerson yesterday (Mon- | 
|; day) commenced his three months 
leave of absence from Paramount. 

He mcves into National Repub- 
lican quarters in New York this | 
week from which he will supervise 
all publicity in the Hoover cam- 
paign east of the Mississippi. 


MODEST GAIND 


Biz’s July Tendency Was 
Up When Films Had 
Merit and August Biz Re- 
veals Further Encourage- 
ment—Circuit Heads Cite 
Examples and Are Opti- 
mistic—2 of 3 Biggest 
Keys Show July Drop 








DARK THEATRES HELP 





All things point to the picture 
theatres having started up the hill 
after struggling through the worst 
summer they’ve ever known. Prog- 
ress noted so far is generally slight, 
but it’s there and the theatre heads 
prefer it that way. 


With exceptions July as a whole 
was no better than June. Maybe 
even a bit under June. The general 
improvement all around, according 
to surveys of the big chains, ar- 
rived only from three weeks to 10 
days ago. 

Joseph Bernhardt, Warner's gen- 
eral theatre operator, and Publix, 
did not find until last week that 
business. as reflected through the 
boxoffice had definitely upped. For 
several weeks previous, however, 
both chains sensed signs of an im- 
pending upturn, 


Publix Up 


While Warners found that June 
was slightly better for its theatres 
than July, Publix results for the 
second of the sour summer months 
will run about 5% over what was 
done in June. This is ascribed 
largely to the fact that on the Pub- 
lix circuit business stopped slipping 
three weeks ago, then held its posi- 
tion, and a week ago began indicat- 
ing modest improvement all around. 

The increase last week (July 29- 
Aug. 4) for Publix amounts to 
around 5% over the previous week. 

Col. E. A. Schiller, Loew’s theatre 
head, and Harold B. Franklin, RKO 
theatre operator, both claim en- 
couraging improvement during July 
over June. 

While Schiller, in advance of a 
full capitulation of grosses, declines 
to hazard the percentage of in- 
crease during July, at the same 
time he states that ‘We know that 
gross receipts are up fairly well the 
past four weeks as against the pre- 
vious four.’ 

WB’s 122% Up 

Bernhardt estimates that WB's 
August business will mark an in- 
crease of 124%% over July. 

Publix may run around that, cir- 
cuit banking a lot on two new re- 
leases, Marx Bros.’ ‘Horse Feathers’ 
and Maurice Chevalier’s ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ as grossing aids. 

Col. Schiller reflects the general 
feeling when he says, ‘we're all 
keyed up and naturally expect bet- 
ter business.’ 

It is pointed out that business 
has been trying to better. That is, 
if theatres have had a picture with 
merit the response has been quicker. 
This first became noticeable early 
last month even though theatre men 
would not believe the tendency un- 
til further proof was forthcoming. 


Chicago Up 6.5% 

But the three major keys show 
a slight falling off for July. From 
an aggregate estimated gross of $1,- 
103,800 in June, principle deluxers 
in the three biggest keys, New York, 
Chicago and Los Angeles, dropped 
to $1,049,100 for July. It’s a decline 
amounting to 4% under June for 
| these houses in the three cities. 





Wherever overseating was rem- | Los Angeles shows the biggest drop, 
'edied by shutdowns, even though |17.2%, and New York 5.74%. 
|temporary, grosses usually picked Biggest year-to-year drop is 
lup. Most notable example of this |shown by New York which last 
lis Chicago with McVickers, Roose- |month went 21.9% under July, 1931. 
ivelt and the United Artists closed. Estimated Broadway grosses in | 
July grosses in that city climbed | New York for July, with the Roxy j lost 
over June and showed an aggregate |closed, amounted to $567,700 as | 
igain of 6.5%. Minneapolis was an- | against $602,300 in June, and $727,- | 
| other town to get the benefit of a 4,500 for July, a year ago, 





Al. pagecre Distribs Scan Plans to Counter 


Any Upset of Protection System; 
Deem 7 Mons. Playing Time Enough 
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Par’s Borrowing List 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Paramount has notified all 
studios that the following 
players can be borrowed: Jack 
Oakie, Phillips Holmes, Rich- 
ard Bennett, Adrienne Ames, 
Sari Maritza, Claire Dodd and 
Kent Taylor. 


STUDIOS MAY DUCK 
TAX ON ELECTRICITY 


Washington, Aug. 8. 


Belief here is that when the tax 
on electric current is finally appor- 
tioned film studios will escape be- 
cause of their classification, but the 
theatres will doubtless have to meet 
the tribute. 

Picture industry's bill on electric- 
ity runs slightly over $3,000,000 
yearly. Of this amount Hollywood 
is estimated to pay $500,000. 

Opinion is that the studios will 
come under the industrial heading, 
as manufacturers of film, indicating 
that they may escape the tax. There 
is no way out for the theatre other 
than to submit to classification as 
a commercial user of electricity. 


Col. First Outside Firm 
Using NBC Film Offer 


First of the outside picture com- 
panies to avail itself of NBC’s offer 
to come in on the ‘Hollywood on 
the Air’ series is Columbia. Lat- 
ter steps in this Thursday (11) on 
an evening session with a drama- 
tized synopsis of ‘Manhattan Mad- 
ness.’ Cast will be the same used 
in the picture, and will include Wal- 
ter Huston, Constance Cummings, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Pat O’Brien and 
Kay Johnson. 

Radio has deferred putting its 
own mystery, ‘Phantom of Crest- 
wood,’ on the air until Aug. 25. Co- 
lumbia product plays all RKO the- 
atres, 























RKO FOURSOME’S TRIP 


Beck, Reisman, Sisk to 
Coast and Back 





Franklin, 





Martin Beck, Harold B. Franklin, 
Phil Reisman and Bob Sisk, repre- 
senting the vaudeville, theatre, film 
and publicity ends of RKO, will 
comprise a party of four leaving 
New York on a Coast-and-back 
jaunt late this week. 

It’s a theatre and studio inspec- 
tion trip for the quartet. They'll 
be gone about two weeks. 





A. J. Balaban Sails 


A. J. Balaban sailed Friday night 
(5) for Switzerland, where he now 
makes his permanent home. 

Balaban has been over here about 
a month, having arrived in Chicago 
in time ta-see his brother, Max, be- 
fore the latter’s death, 





closing, the big Publix Minnesota 
going dark. 

For July Chicago deluxers grossed 
around $300,500 as against $282,100 
in June, and $310,900 for July of 
1931. 

30th New York and Los Angeles 
declined during July under June. 





| day 
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Distributors, while taking the 
stand that protection will always ex- 


vive under any other plan, have 
commenced serious consideration of 


counter moves in the event of a na- 
tional upset of the present system. 

The distribs, according to spokes- 
men, are willing to cut the present 
distribution life of a picture in the 
U.S. more than in half. They say 
that fully five months can be 
sheared off the present span of 18 
months it takes a film to cover this 
country if exhibitors will promptly 
meet all playdates and minimize 
shifting around of bookings. An- 
other six of these 18 months are 
taken up by isolated spots which do 
not interfere with the important 
runs of a picture's life, it is de- 
clared. Leaving the average pro- 
gram feature seven months to cover 
the U.S. 

Print costs defy any additional 
reduction in picture duration. The 
maximum number of prints gotten 
out on any one feature does not 
exceed 250. To further quicken dis- 
tribution would mean at least an- 
other 200 prints for each feature, 
which would add $50,000 to its cost. 
Such an extra yearly burden of 
$20,000,000 would have to be par- 
tially deflected to the exhibitor in a 
higher rental, it is declared to show 
that the solution does not lie in 
more prints. y 


Looking for Substitute 


Increasing litigation brought on 
by the indies and their organiza- 
tions, as well as several bills for 
industry regulation pending, is 
causing distribs to prepare a sub- 
stitute for protection, the same as 
they did before the uniform con- 
tract and compulsory arbitration 
were declared illegal. 

Looked upon favorably among the 
plans being considered is one par- 
alleling, in certain respects, the ex- 
clusive booking policy talked of by 
Metro and United Artists early this 
season. This would not mean sell- 
ing only one theatre in a zone, but 
would specify that only first runs 
nationally could buy when the pic- 
ture was first released. Upon ex- 
hausting that line of box offices the 
picture would then be available to 
second runs, only, and.so on down 
the various divisions of subsequents, 

Even a way in which to meet the 
Brookhart bill is not being passed 
up by the distribs. If the Brook- 
hart measure is successful it will 
eliminate block booking, and to 
counteract this distribs say they 
would have to charge retail prices 
for pictures now being rented in 
wholesale lots. This means, it is 
explained, that present rentals 
would be increased at least 50%. 

In connection with any govern- 
ment regulation to prohibit price 
discrimination, such as now exists 
through the graded theatre system 
of protection in buying, distributors 
would be forced to charge the small- 
est indie the same rental as paid by 
the deluxer, 


RKO Rent Back On 


Rent charges on RKO houses, off 
during the summer months (12 
weeks) go back on the overhead 
beginning Aug. 12. 

Total KAO theatre rent, with cuts 
so far effected, amounts to around 
$240,000 a year. 


/ 











Games Ending, Cohn East 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
With the Olympic games having 
'only a few days to go, Harry Cohn 
lleaves for New York this Wednes- 
(10), to be gone two weeks. 
| Cohn figures no studio time will be 
it the games after he leaves, 
Says he will attend directors 
of Columbia while in the 
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Acadeny Wants Film Reels Doubled 
To Cut Down Loss by Mutilation 





Hollywood, Aug. &. 

Figuring motion picture com- 
panies lose around $1,000,000 a year 
through mutilation of film in the- 
atre projection booths, Academy's 
newly created research council is 
working toward 2 standardization 
for the purpose of doubling the 
existin,; size of film reels to 2,000 
foot spools shipped from here. 

Idea is that if it is possible to 
double the capacity of the spools, 
including their 2,000 feet, mutila- 
tion due to the patching of reels 
together will be cut in half. 

Research council holds its first 
meeting to work toward this and 
other radical departures Aug. 16. Its 
membership is composed of repre- 
sentatives from the technical 
branches of the studios, players, 
producers, writers anc directors, 

Under One Head 

Council will review from time to 
time the entire production and the- 
atre situation from the standpoint 
of technical development and cur- 
rent practical problems. HF will 
concentrate on problems affecting 
all studios and on which the cost 
for investigation will be stood 
jointly by the companies. 

New unit will bring under one 
head work previously undertaken 
by the Art and Technique and the 


. 





PAR’S NEW ONES 


Marx Bros. at Rialto, Chevalier at 
Rivoli, Dietrich for N. Y. Par. 








New York Rialto, closed Thursday 
night (4) for minor repairs, reopens 
tomorrow night (Wednesday) with 
the Marx Bros., ‘Horse Feathers,’ 
first of Par'’s 1932-33 pictures. 

Chevalier’s ‘Love Me Tonight’ is 
tentatively to go into the Rivoli 
Aug. 17, while ‘Blonde Venus’ (Diet- 
rich) is booked for the Paramount, 
with no date set. United Artis‘s, 
having a half interest in the Riv, 
is reported having complained that 
‘Venus’ should go into that house. 
U.A.’s own Doug Fairbanks’ ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ follows ‘Tonight’ 
at the Rivoli. 


ROXY, N. Y., REOPENING 
NOW SET FOR AUG. 17 


Date for the Roxy, New York, 
opening has been pushed ahead to 
Aug. 17 as the various parties are 
attempting to iron out certain dif- 
ferences. Deal whereby Fox Film 
takes over operation of the house 
comes up for an okay before Fed- 











Producers - Technicque committee, 
both of which are now out of ex- 
istence. 

Besides the mutilation problem, 
council will also further undertake 
research toward the development of 
a@ practical silent camera and the 
elimination of the so-called ‘blimps’ 
in which the cameras are now 
housed; the development of split 
film recording to save at least half 
the footage in recording; standard- 
ization of pastel tints to avoid 
halation and other technical im- 
provements both for the theatres 
and the studios. 

Enlarged spools may cause some 
trouble with the union operators, 
who may figure it an economy 
move. L. A. local has already ob- 
jected, but Frisco operators okay 
the idea. 


Fig Newton Only Has 


- Crumbs; Shy 110,688 
Names for Tax Bill 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8, 

Southern California exhibitors are 
joining forces with operators of 
chain stores and markets to combat 
the proposed tax measure launched 
by Irving Fig Newton and known 
as the ‘Mr. Fig Newton Monopoly 
Act.’ 

Proposed measure would levy a 
fee of $5 on the first store, theatre, 
market, etc., then jumping to $500 
for the second; $1,000 from three to 
nine; $1,503 from 10 to 19 units, and 
$2,500 for any link over 20. 

Newton is trying to obtain the 
mecessary number of signatures to 
insure measure getting on ballot this 
fall, but up to July 29, nearly three 
weeks after launching movement, 
he had secured but 123 of the 110,- 
811 bona-fide names necessary. 


‘Interlude’ Successor 


Has Grauman in Air 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Outlook for a picture to follow 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) at the 
Chinese is dubious at present. Sid 
Grauman had a deal on with Para- 
mount for ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par), 
but is also figuring on possibility 
of ‘Rain’ (UA). 

Sam Katz finally told Grauman 
that Publix houses needed the 
Chevalier film, and that it was like- 
ly they would also require ‘Rajn’ 
for the Unitei Artist theatre here. 

‘Interlude’ stays for at least four 
more weeks at the Grauman house. 


SEX SHOW’S DUAL BILL 














Syracuse, N. Y., Aug. 8. 
Dewitt theatre, leased by the 
Skouras-controlled Central New 
York Theatres Corp., and dark since 
spring, reopened today (Monday) 
with a ‘women only’ engagement 


of the old Continental-made Garbo 
film, ‘Streets of Sorrow,’ and a stage 
sex show, ‘Truth About Married 
Love.’ 

Usual living models and lobby 
hawking of sex lecture booklets, ete. 








eral Judge Caffey in the New York 
district today (Tués.). 


Owing to certain banking techni- 
ecalities matter of the payoff of tne 
unpaid talent that worked in the 
house week of June 23, closing week 
of the house, also looks to be set- 
tled with a check for part payment 
of this sum likely to be issued this 
week. It is reported that Major 
Donovan, acting for the _ talent, 
served an ultimatum on Receiver 
H. G. Kosch that the actors must 
be paid before house can reopen. 
Under the deal which Kosch is 
making with Fox, latter's operators, 
Skouras, will have practically the 
last say on operation. Kosch as 
receiver, however, must approve 
any and all action within certain 
limits, 

No new name kas as yet been 
selected for the house and when 
it reopens it will continue to use 
the Roxy name. There is some talk 
that ‘A’ stockholders may attempt 
to sue to retain the Roxy name, 
but so far it’s only talk. 

The Roxy theatre has until Sept. 
12, according to the contract, to 
keep the present name. 

The reopening show has not yet 
been selected but Fox is holding off 
‘First Year’ for the house as the 
recpening feature. 

Fox will be directly interested in 
the management of the spot, Skou- 
ras to handle the operation for Fex. 


Closed Shop for Indies 
And Raise for Soundmen 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Anticipated that the Independent 
Producers’ Association and _ the 
IATSE will settle differences aris- 
ing from, the soundmen’s strike at 
a meeting at the Ralph Like studio 
tonight (Monday). 

Negotiations were broken off Fri- 
day (5), by the producers, who 
claimed that Richard Green, inter- 
national representative, had failed 








to sign the compromise agree- 
ment which ended the strike at its 
inception. 


Since the breaking off of nego- 
tiations Green and the indies got 
together again. It was decided to 
adhere to the original agreement, 
plus a verbal agreement by Green 
that there will be no sympathetic 
strike by soundmen for other 
unions during the two years’ life of 
the contract. This was the phase 
of the agreement which had been 
causing all the truuble over clos- 
ing. 

With the ratification of the 
agreement tonight by the full mem- 
bership of the indie organization, 
it will mean closed shop for the in- 
dies, Soundmen will receive a 
raise, but it is agreed that the pro- 
ducers will not be required to use 
a larger sound crew than three 
}men, 





Don Cook in ‘Orchids’ 


Hollywood, Aug. &. 
Donald Cook will play the male 
lead in ‘No More Orchids’ for Co- 
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Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week Aug. 12 


Paramount — ‘War 
spondent’ (Col). 

Capitol — ‘Skyscraper Souls’ 
(Metro) (2d week). 

Strand—‘Doctor X’ (WB) (2d 
week). 

Mayfair— ‘American Mad- 
ness’ (Col) (°d week). 

Rialto—‘Horse Feathers’ 
(Par) (10). 

Rivoli—‘White Zombie’ (UA) 
(3d week). 

Winter Garden—‘Hollywood’ 
Speaks” (Col) (10). 


Week Aug. 19 


_Paramount—‘Devil and 
Deep’ (Par). 

Capitol—‘Downstairs’ 
ro). 

Strand— ‘Two Against 
World’ (WB). 

Mayfair—‘Back Street’ (U). 

Rialto—‘Horse Feathers’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Rivoli— ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par) (18). 


$2 Pictures 


‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) 
tor) (17th week). 


Foreign Films 
‘Rasputin’ (Capital) (Ger- 
man) (Europa) (4th week). 
‘Kyritz Pyritz’ (German) 
(Capital) (Hindenberg) (8). 
‘House of Doom’ (Amkino) 
(Russian) (Cameo) (12). 
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Theatres Between 
Cross-Ruff on N. Y. 
Picketing Decision 
Rivalry between the Sam Kaplan 
New York operators’ union, No. 306, 
and the more recently sprouted Em- 
pire, is threatening to become a 
serious problem as a result of the 
New York Court of Appeals decision 
‘allowing one organization to picket 
houses employing the other. In be- 
tween are the theatres which face 
bearing the scars of the fight. 


During the past week Empire 


started to picket seven additional 
houses. They include three more 
theatres in the Loew chain, Com- 
modore, New York, and the Pitkin 
and Colonial, Brooklyn. Others in 
front of which Empire pickets sud- 
denly appeared are the Jerome, 
Bronx, one of the Consolidated 
houses, and the Congress, Carlton 
and Palace, part of the Randforce 
Brooklyn circuit. Previous week 
Empire, armed with the Court of 
Appeals decision, chose the Kings, 
Brooklyn, and Avenue B, New York, 
both Loew spots. 
Cc. C. Moskowitz, of Loew’s, made 
every effort to have the pickets 
called off at the Kings and Avenue 
B, but without avail. He finally ap- 
pealed to Empire itself which ap- 
parently is not budging from in- 
tentions. 

306 May Not Picket 
While the Kaplan local also has 
the right to picket Empire houses, 
in view of the position in which 
such picketing places the theatres, 
306 may desist. While 306 does not 
indicate just how it will fight Em- 
pire on its picketing campaign, it is 
figuring out lines of action. 
For each theatre that uses 306 
men in Greater New York, the Kap- 
lan union is preparing a plate 6 x 9 
inches which will say that ‘This 
theatre employs a full safety crew.’ 
It will be similar in appearance to 
the plates Western Electric fur- 
nished theatres on sound equipment 
and will be hung over boxoffice 
windows or some other prominent 
spot. These plates will go out in 
September when the new year’s 
contracts go in force. 











No. Cal. Newsreel 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Local Blache film labs preparing 
California Talking Reporter News- 
reel to reach northern California 
exhibs this week. 
Blache will cover the northern 


part of the state with his reel, sell- 

ing local shots to local theatres. 

George Lyng is head cameraman, 
Richard Fairless contact man, 
Testing Chaplin Re-issue 

Hollywood, Aug. 4 

First Van Jeuren reissue of 

Charles Chaplin single reelers, ‘The 

Cure,’ with sound dubbed in, will go 


out Aug. 14. 

Radio, releasing, will hold off on 
balance of the series of 12 until re- 
sults of the first are signified, 





Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printe@ 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulap 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
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Getting Shy 

Screen personalites have tem- 
porarily shifted their luncheon en- 
gagements from the Brown Derby 
to more quiet spots to avoid the 
increasing mob of ‘rubbernecks’ 
and autograph hounds, brought 
here by the Olympics. 


Cummings for Holt 
Irving Cummings will direct Jack 
Holt at Columbia following ‘Polo.’ 





Adler Heads Educ Department 

Felix Adler heads the new sce- 
nario department which will select 
and ‘doctor’ stories for Educational. 





Merivale Succeeding Jordan 
Rosamond Merivale, daughter of 
Phillip, succeeds Miriam Jordan, 
who goes to Fox for ‘Six Hours to 
Live,’ in ‘Cynara’ at the Biltmore. 
Fox deal made by William Morris 
agency. 





Doman Remains on Coast 
Bob Doman, titling and dialoging 
Movietone Olympic newsreels, will 
go to the Fox studio publicity of- 
fice as contact man with New York. 





Virginia Bruce in ‘Kongo’ 
Virginia Bruce goes into Metro's 
‘Kongo.’ 





Edmund Goulding Abroad 
Edmund Goulding leaves Aug. 6 
for New York to sail for Europe 
and a three months vacation, 





Picks Up Chaney Option 
Radio has picked up its option on 
Creighton Chaney. 





Sammy Lee with Fox 
Sammy Lee is here to stage 
dances for Fox. 





Joan Marsh to Free Lance 
Metro has passed the option of 
Joan Marsh who will free lance, 


Sale’s $3,000 at Warfield 
Chie Sale goes into the Warfield, 
San Francisco, Aug. 11, for a week 
at $3,000, and a percentage over a 
$15,000 gross. 





Mannon Takes Reins 
Al Mannon, president, has taken 
personal charge of Tec-Art studio, 
dropping his own production activi- 
ties temporarily. 





‘Checkers’ to Be Remade 
‘Checkers,’ the race horse play, 
is to be revived in talker form by 
Fox. Sam Mintz doing the treat- 
ment, 





Columbia’s Bonus Army 
A bloodless Bonus Army episode 
will be incorporated in Columbia's 
“Washington Merry-Go-Round.’ Ar- 
thur Vinton, from stage, a cast ad- 
dition. 





Orbach at Wadsworth’s 
Duke Orbach joins Jessie Wads- 
worth agency as the only male 
member. 





Gretchen Messer at Radio 
Gretchen Messer leaves Columbia 
to handle fashion yarns in Radio's 
publicity department. 





Metro Gets ‘Whistling’ 
Metro has taken over ‘Whistling 
in the Dark’ from Joseph Schenck 
with Elliott Nugent working on a 
screen treatment. Robert Mont- 
gomery may play the Ernest Tuex 
part. Picture will be released in 
the spring after the show has 
played around. 





Reopen Criterion 
Dark since March 19, F-WC Cri- 
terion, Los Angeles, reopens Aug. 
13 with ‘Congorilla,’ going in for an 
indefinite run. 





Termer for Newcomer 
Warners-FN has given a termer 
to Jacquelin Allen. Girl has had 
no previous screen experience. 





Buck at ’Frisco Orpheum 


Frank Buck cut short his ap- 
pearance with Radio’s ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ at the Orpheum, Los 


Angeles, to go to San Francisco for 
the opening of the picture there. 





Musicians May Demand Bonds 

Musicians local, to save unpaid 
wage controversies, may demand 
cash bonds from musical show pro- 
ducers with no _ previous credit 


| rating. 


Lait’s Triple Job 
Jack Lait, here from New York 
to work on ‘I Can’t Go Home’ and 
‘Girl Without a Room,’ at Para- 
mount, and to write impressions of 
the Olympics for King Features, 





Ginsberg Seeks S. A. 
Henry Ginsberg is surveying the 
field for s. a. girls for Hal Reach 





comedies, 





Freeland on ‘Avenue’ 

After being under contract ag 
Paramount for three months, 
Thornton Freeland draws his first 
directorial assignment, ‘Eleventh 
Avenue.’ 





Hi List 
Herman Mankiewicz and 

Hume, appendicitis; Alane 
Leche, kidney operation; Franceg 
Manson and Eugene Thackeray, 
auto accident, and Mrs. Chico Marx, 
all in Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
reported improving. 


Cyr} 


de 





More Retakes 
Metro is again making retakes og 
‘Prosperity.’ 





Three Writers Assigned 
Columbia has assigned Williang 
Halligan to adapt “Trans-Continens 
tal Flyer’ and Gertrude Purcell, 
‘Dance of Millions.” Charles Con« 
don will write an original for th@ 
company based on ‘Obey the Law.’ 





Wray Again at Warners 
John Wray, dropped by Warner, 
on termination of a six months 
contract, is back with the company 
on a similar deal. Wray has mad@ 
six cross-country trips under come 
tract to various companies, 





Asthmas Suspend 
Groucho Marx, president, has suse 
pended the weekly luncheons of thd@ 
West Side Asthma and Riding Club 


(Continued on page 33) 


Par Repeating Metro’ 
ting $ 
Living Billboard Stunt 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Copying Pete Smith’s idea of tw@ 
or three years ago of ballyhooing 
the unveiling of a Metro ‘living 
model billboard,’ used then for ‘Holes 
lywood Revue,’ Paramount drew @ 
crowd of more than 3,000, mostly 
Olympic visitors, when it ballyhooed 
the dedication of its new animated 
stand with calcium lights and pers 
sonal appearances of players. Localg 


drove by—they’d seen the gag. 


Traffic block on Wilshire blvd, 
brought yelps from Warners which 
claimed patrons were kept from the 
Western theatre + few blocks away. 
Five radio police cars and two 
motorcycle squads were called to 
clear the mob. 

Harpo Marx pulled the string 
that released the canvass. Then he 
and Francis Dee, Charles Starrett 
and Susan Fleming turned the pages 
of the huge book, standing in relief, 
which is the ‘living model’ feature 
of the display and tells of Paraa 
mount’s future product. 

Display is operated daily from 
noon to midnight by two pairs of 
girls dressed in Spanish costume, 
The 76-sheet board is the first of 
six to be erected in key spots, 








Ton of Props 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

A ton of props left here last week 
to be used for Doug!as Fairbanks’ 
‘Robinson Crusoe’ in New York. 

Props are mostly South Sea Island 
stuff and costumes used in the pice 
ture. They will make up a lobby 
display. 

Mark Larkin, Fairbanks’ p.a., is inj 
New York to handle the exploitas 
tion, He will be away six weeks, 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Harold Berg. 

Harry Cohn. 

Benny Holzman. 
Willard Mack. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Robert Newman, 
Frank Orsatti 

Carl Panthem 

Mrs. Wm. Riter (Ramey). 
Frank Ross 

Joseph M. Schenck. 
Edward Tinker 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Olive Olsen, 
Joe Penner. 
Jules Rancourt. 
Buddy Doyle. 
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CINCY, MACON, ANTONIO 
SETTLE LABOR TIFFS 


Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 


Allied Theatre Owners, repre- 
penting 55 independent theatres in 
Greater Cincinnati, and union op- 
erators reached an agreement Fri- 
day (5), after being at outs since 
last September. Weekly scale for 
one man in a booth during the en- 
suing year is $62.50 for six class A 
houses, $50 for 15 B theatres, and 
$45 for 34 class C units. 


Exhibitors’ contract is with the 
New IATSE Local 327, which re- 
placed Local 165, whose charter 
was revoked and its officers and 
executive committeemen dropped 
from the parent body. 

Ike Libson, not a member of the 
‘A.T.O., in addition, has reached a 
new agreement for his three down- 
town pop houses, using two shifts 
of one man in a booth. Weekly 
scale i: $55 for the Star and Bijou, 
formerly $69, and $62.50 for the 
Gifts, a larger theatre, that had 
been paving $65. 

Libson also controls Keith's, only 
first run house here not owned by 
RKO. Ace houses have been using 
two projectionists at a time with 
double shifts and will continue to 
do .o, but with a salary cut. 








Macon, Ga., Aug. 8. 


Dispute over wage scales and the 
Mumber of men employed in local 
theatres, starting May 21, has been 
settled by arbitration, 

Basis of settlement is that each 
theatre, Rit. and Capitol, employ 
two operators, working one man 
5% hours, at a weekly salary of 
$42.50. Union prejectionists re- 
turned to work today (Monday). 





t San Antonio, Aug. 8. 
Operators and stagehands are 
tack in local theatres at lowered 


a 13 months’ contract 
They 
last 


scales under 
running to September, 1933. 
have been on _ strike since 
pring. 

Stagehands now receive a top of 
$55 instead of the former $72.50, 
while operators receive the same 
figure as compared with $65 under 
the old contract. 

The top of $55 for operators is 
Bnly at the Texas (Publix) and 
Majestic (RKO). At Aztec and 
Empire scale will be $50 for four 
men, while at State and Palace it 
will be $49 tor four men and at 
Strand and Plaza it will be $40 for 
two men. Under the new contract 
at Aztec, Empire, Texas and Majes- 
tic men give six hours free for 
&creening. 

Harry 
@xecutive, 


Sherman, Publix labor 
has returned to New 
York, He represented the theatre 
end. Those who assisted him in 
gaining a settlement were W. P. 
Raoul, of the I. A. home office, and 
Cc. I. Rupard, Dallas’ operators’ 
head. 


Creditors’ Committee 
For Talking Pic Epics 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

A creditors’ committee, headed 
by Nathan Vidaver, New York at- 
torney, as chairman of some 98 
creditors, has taken over operation 
of Talking Picture Epics in New 
York, Vidaver is acting for J. H. 
Tooker Litho Co, 

Creditors from this end include 
producers and laboratory people, 
headed by Elmer Clifton and Miguel 
Torres, producers of Mexican pic- 
tures; Davidge Laboratories, Harola 
Smith and Nat Spitzer, Pat Dowl- 
ing, George and William Allen, and 
John Langen. 

Sol Lesser on April 16 last made 
an agreement with Frank R. Wil- 
son to put up $150,000 to take over 
Talking Picture Epics. Amount was 


later cut to $115,000, which amount |returning Saturday (1: 

Lesser was unable to finance, so he As on the former Paramount! 
tovk over the distribution instead | Critics’ jaunt in 1929 for ‘Vagabond 
through exchange operation on a/ King,’ the ‘Tribune's’ film critic, Mae 
40-69 split with Wilson. Tinee (Frances Kurner), is con- 

Lesser’s distribuiion company is | spicuous by her absence ‘Trib 

called Principal Pictures, and is not | consistently refuses to unbend to- 
involved in the Talking Epics cred- ward publicity propositions fyom the 


itors’ committee. 


SNEAK PREVIEWS 


‘Lifetime’ (U) and ‘Love Me’ (Par) 
Have their Projection Troubles 








Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Sneak preview of ‘Once in a Life- 
time, (U) at the United Artists, 
Long Beach, was yanked after run- 
ning an hour due to mechanical dif- 
ficulties. Film and sound were on 
separate tracks, overtaxing the 
house’s equipment when one of the 
reproducers broke down. Picture 
was started all over again and after 
the third subsequent breakdown, 
regular feature was screened. 

At Pasadena, Thursday night (4), 
the under-cover preview of ‘Love 
Me Tonight, (Par) suffered a sim- 
ilar experience with sound equip- 
ment, but film was patched and en- 
tire feature run off. 


Par May Do Trade 
Shows, Too, Besides 


Hosting 55 Critics 


Paramount may hold special trade 
shows in exchange centers to screen 
new season’s product for exhibitors, 
similarly to Warners, but not on as 
an elaborate scaie. Company has 
already invited film critics from 14 
different cities, east of Kansas City, 
to come to New York as guests of 
the firm to see some of the new 
product, 

The out of town critics arrive to- 
morrow (Wednesday) and will re- 
main until Friday (12), Paramount 
will spend around $15,000 on trans- 
portation and entertainment with 
budget approved for the purpose. 

At a special luncheon tomorrow 
(Wednesday) at the Waldorf, 
Adolph Zukor and Sam Katz will 
make addresses. 

Reviewers will see ‘Love Me To- 
night’ and ‘Movie Crazy’ at special 
Criterion previews. They will at- 
tend premiere of ‘Horse Feathers’ 
tomorrow night (Wednesday) at 
Rialto and witness midnight pre- 
miere of ‘Devil and the Deep’ at the 
Paramount the following night. 

Critics invited total 55 and are: 

Chicago—Carol Frink, Clark Ro- 
denbach, Genevieve Harris, Doris 
Arden and Hazel Flynn (Rab Reel); 
Philadelphia—Harry L. Knapp, Wil- 
liam F. Gleason, J. H. Keen, Eric 
M. Knight, Elsie Finn, H. S. Rich- 
ardson and Henry Murdock; Wash- 
ington—Lee Somers, Nelson B. Bell, 
ii. DeMelchner, Andrew J. Kelley 
and Eleanor Wilson; Detroit—Helen 
Harris, Len G. Shaw, Harold Hef- 
ferman, and M. Mountjoy; Boston— 
kK. G. Gaftney, Nicholas Young, Mar- 








jory Adams, Helen Eager, Elinor 

Hughes Prunella Hall, E. F. Har- 

kins and Edwin F. Melvin. 
Pittsburgh—Harold Cohen, Wil- 


liam J. Lewis and Karl B. Krug; 
Baltimore—Norman Clark, Donald 
H. Kirkley, George B. Browning, 
Rochester, N. ¥.—George L. David, 
David Kessler, Miss A. H. Crough- 
ton; St. Louis—Herbert L. Monk, 
Harry Niemeyer, Reed Hynds and 
Helen Louise Baker; Cleveland— 
Edward H. Jacobs, W. Ward Marsh 
and Sidney Andorn; Buffalo—W. E. 
J. Martin, Ardis W. Smith and Wal- 
lace D. Soderholm; Minneapolis— 
Merle Potter, C. R. Christopherson, 
and James Baker; Kansas City— 
John C. Moffitt, Lowell (Ace) Law- 
rence; St. Paul—Gerald Smith and 
toger L Simons. 

Par has no fear of any other com- 
pany cashing in on the critics’ visit. 
Program is so arranged that the re- 
viewers won’t have a chance to sit 
through even a short subject of the 
oppositicn. 

Reviewers are to be asked to hold 
up their criticisms until the pic- 
tures are shown in their respective 
cities. Earl Wingart will act as 
m. c. on behalf of Paramount, 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Archie Herzoff designated by Bill 
Hollander (Publix) to act as pilot 
for the critics’ junket to New York 


which leaves tomorrow (Tuesday) 
° 
3). 





film firms. 
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HOLD BACK FOR 
AUTUMN oPLURGE 


Film Companies Lineup An- 
ticipated Ace Pictures for 
Season’s Opening — May 
Delay Some Until Oct. 
Despite Urge to Launch 
Turnover 





—_——_——_—_—= 


AIM SKYROCKET START 





Only a minimum of the 1932-'33 
pictures will be released during Au- 
gust, majority of the big companies 
holding back what they deem their 
best product until cooler weather 
arrives. This is being done in spite 
of the fact that virtually every ma- 
jor producer-distributor is anxious 
to procure revenue on the new 


| year’s film. 


Most companies are timing re- 
leases so as to save for the fall 
months most of the pictures con- 
sidered outstanding or from which 
increased rentals and grosses may 
be reasonably expected. 

The ‘big pictures’ with each com- 
pany include those on which con- 
siderable cost and time has been 
lavished, those which have leading 
star names, or have been seen by 
executives in uncut or finished form 
and appear to shape as strong pos- 
sibilities and which the respective 
company men expect to go places 
and do things. 

Virtually every major has a num- 
ber of pictures completed, with 
prints of some in New York, but 
they are not releasing them this 
month, Some, it appears, may be 
held as late as late September or 
early October. There is also the 
hope that economic conditions will 
improve to the point where this will 
figure importantly as to rental and 
b.o. returns, 

In former years distribs have 
rushed in with their biggest pictures 
during July and August on the 
ground that releases then, at the 
height of the selling season, would 
act as a stimulating force on prod- 
uct deals, This has all changed, 
however. 

Universal 

Probably the latest will be Uni- 
versal, which does not release the 
first of its 1932-'33 pictures, ‘Air 
Mail,’ until Sept. 10. That is a 

(Continued on page 10) 


Hoped-For T.N.T. 








Paramount 


“Love Me Tonight.’ 
‘Horse Feathers.’ 
‘Movie Crazy.’ 
‘Blonde Venus.’ 
WB-FN 
‘Life Begins’ 
‘Successful Calamity.’ 
‘Blessed Event.’ 
‘Two Against World.’ 
Fox 
‘Call Her Savage.’ 
‘Tess of Storm Country’ 
‘State Fair.’ 
Metro 
‘Prosperity.’ 
‘Smilin’ Through.’ 
‘Strange Interlude.’ 
UA 


‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe.’ 
‘Rain.’ 
‘New Yorker’ 
‘Kid from Spain.’ 

Radio 
‘Bird of Paradise.” 
‘Most Dangerous Game.’ 
‘Bill of Divorcement.’ 
‘Rockabye.’ 


Universal 
‘Once in A Lifetime.’ 
‘Back Street.’ 

Columbia 
‘American Madness.’ 





-_-—— 


‘Washington Go « 


tound.’ 


Merry - 
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Bathing Beaut Sub 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

After testing all the bath- 
ing beauty contest winners in 
Hollywood, J. G. Bachman is 
now looking for an actress at- 
tractive enough to play a 
beauty contest winner in his 
‘Beautifully Tr:mmed.’ 

Plenty of girls appeared for 
the tests, but all deficient on 
the acting end. 
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Big Electrics Face 
Price Troubles in 
Their 16m. Attempt 


American electrics are faced with 
independent equipment obstructions 
in the 16 mm. field on a more ex- 
tensive scale than that which they 
experienced with theatres in the 
early days of sound. Where they 
were able to control apparatus 
within the industry, through li- 
censes and patent litigation, this 
time they are dealing direct with 
the public. 

Simultaneous with the 16 mm. move 
to be made by RCA shortly, bootleg 
manufacturers are preparing the 
marketing of equipment which will 
sell at a fourth the price the big 
electric is considering. The 16 mm. 
Film Board of Trade, made up 
chiefly of independents in this field, 
also announces that within a month 
two of the lowest priced devices yet 
to be marketed will be ready for re- 
tail at $150. 

Nearest to these prices in the big 
electrics small equipment interests 
is RCA Photophone's home projec- 
tor, without the turntable and set 
for sound on film only, for $460. 

Western Electric is reported ready 
to ask $600 for its home apparatus. 


NEW CHAIN OF 10c OPEN 
AIR THEATRES IN N. Y. 


City Amusement Corp. has been 
formed to operate 1¢c. open air the- 
atres, first of which, the Barnes, 
in the Bronx, N, Y., was opened 
last week. 

Group of indies plans a string of 
11 in Greater New York. Three are 
under construction now for early 
opening. 

Houses will employ 306 operators. 














F-WC Angling to Buy 
Pan’s Hollywood 50% 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Expected negotiations will be 
closed this week whereby Fox-West 
Coast will take over control of the 
Pantages theatre, Hollywood, buy- 
ing latter’s 50% interest. 

Details are beinz ironed out in 
New York regarding financing by 
Spyros Skouras. 

Future policy plan is to take out 
Yanchen-Marco units, with possi- 
bility making it a Hollywood film 
first run, playing day and date with 
eithec Loew's State or the Criterion 
should latter, which reopens Aug. 
12, continue as a first run house. 


One Day Off Allowed 
Again on RKO Chain 


RKO theatre employees may get 
one day off in seven, if the plan to 
be tried by the circuit at the May- 
fair and Regent, New York, proves 
okay. 

Plan is called a ‘five-day week,’ 
but it’s really six. Idea comes from 
General Electric, which is the par- 
ent company of RKO and RCA. 
E., 





Gerard Swope, president of G. 
has a nephew, Herbert Bayard 
Swope, Jr., working for RKO. Lat- 


ter formerly was assistant manager 
at the Albee, Brooklyn. He has been 


promoted to the film booking divi- | 
sion under Phil Reisman. His | 
father, H. B. Swope, is a director of 
RKO. 


Under the RKO day-off plan the- 
atre employees will be rotated again 
so they can take one day off weekly, 
not on Saturdays, 
Their day off had 
voked some weeks ago, 


but 


holidays. been 


Sundays or 








DISTRIBS ADMIT 
RENTALS UP 


30 TO 50% 


Although pictures are on a lower 
production cost basis than last year, 
major distributors admit that rent- 
als for 1932-'33 are from 30 to 50% 
higher. Distribs declare that most 
of the contracts so far signed show 
this increase. 

Reasons given by the distribs for 
the raise are many. They declare 
that regardless of any shearing thcy 
have effected in their own organi- 
zations, ihe increase in price on 
product has been forced by in- 
roads made into their own surpluses 
during the past year. Also that last 
year was rock bottom and they can- 
not survive another season if the 
losses of last year are to be dupli- 
cated. 

There is, in addition, the distrib 
angle that fewer pictures from the 
major companies contribute toward 
the need for a higher rental on 
those being put into circulation, 
These higher rentals, according to 
distribs, prevail in the major cir- 
cuit deals. This, it is maintained, 
is more of a give and take policy, 
the distrib allowing for red houses 
in a chain and the chain reimburs- 
ing the distrib by allowing a higher 
rental elsewhere. 


WB’s Trade Show 
Splurge; 12 Films 
In 39 Key Spots 


Warner Bros. is preparing to hold 
trade showings of 12 WB-FN fea- 
tures in 39 key cities for exhibitors 
Aug. 22-23. Idea may not be new, 
but it’s to be done on the most 
elaborate scale yet attempted. 

Charlie Einfeld, father of the 
plan, has arranged tie-ups with 
leading hotels for special rates te 
the exhibs attending the shows. 
Two pictures will be shown each 
morning and two in the afternoons, 
It is expected the venture will 
probably consume three days in 
each town. 

This will leave the evenings open 
to the exhibs, with Warners prob- 
ably arranging for entertainment 
functions. 


UNION NO LIKE 257 
CUT OFFER IN N. Y. 


The New York stagehands, asked 
by the chains to consider a 25% 
reduction in scale starting in Sep- 
tember, countered last week with 
an offer of a cut of $3 for each de- 
partment head and the same for 
assistants, which was coldy turned 
down, 

This would amount to around 
4%4% on the heads as against the 
25% wanted by the chains. 

A meeting between the union and 
a committee representing the New 
York circuits may be held this aft- 
ernoon (Tuesday), to discuss the 
matter further. 


Date Stretching for 


Reissues in Baltimore 


Baltimore, Aug. 8. 

Entire southeastern district, {is 
perspiring at present over the prod- 
uct shortage. Reissues are on all 
neighborhood screens as the ex- 
change men make the rounds of the 
exhibs apologizing for their com- 
pany’s failure to make their full 
schedule of this year’s list. 























Situation appears particularly 
acute in these parts. Pictures are 
being stretched to three and four 
days in houses which ordinarily 
change daily or every other day, 
| Recent opening of the town to Sun- 
lay flickers has merely aggravated — 
ithe condition. 

No relief is expected in this dis- 


| tri t before the last of the month 
jand the first ek in Yeptember, 
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Back Street’ Gets 


$6,000 Start 


On $15,000 Campaign; ‘Guilty’ 
At Par, $17,000; L. A. Biz N.S.B. 





a 
v 


os Angeles. Avs. & |DIVA WOWS PORTLAND 


Picture house customers have an 
unusually good variety of screen 
fare to pick from this week. Ex- 
ploitation and heavy advertising 
used all around to attract trade 
during second week of the Olym- 
pics, with Chinese, Carthay Circle 


and all of the other houses getting 
encouraging returns at the start of 
this stanza. 

Carthay Circle, dark for long 
period, resumed its $1.65 policy with 
‘Back Street,’ ana got off to a neat‘ 
$6,000 start Thurscay (4) with $5.50 
premiere. House sold out several 
days in advance, with the visitors 
getting first flash of one of those 
Hollywood premieres. 

Chinese holding up in great shape 
with ‘Strange Interlude,’ and indi- 
cations are that previous week take 
will be equalled. ‘Bring "Em Back 
Alive’ held at Orpheum for second 
week without Frank Buck personal 
appearance and take looks encour- 
aging. ‘What Price Hollywood’ gave 
Pantages best opening day house 
had in six months. 

Orpheum, with its change. to 
straight films, holds its openings in 
future on Fridays instead of Satur- 
days, starting Aug. 12. Film com- 
ing is ‘Age of Consent’ (Radio). 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,500; 55- 
$1.65), ‘Back Street’ (U) and stage 
show (list week). With $15,000 
campaign to launch it opening for 
this one was $6,000. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65), 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) and 
stage show (4th week). Matinee 
trade despite Olympic opposition 
heavy, with added sport interview 
features -thrown. in for nights. 
Looks like a possible $25,000. Last 
week had several seilouts and one 
$4,100 day, getting $26,364. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) © and 
vaudeville. Previews helping here 
aplenty and looks as though $8,- 
200 will be the return. ‘Purchase 
Price’ (WB) much better than fig- 
ured at start of week with $11,000 
even. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75), 
*Crooner’ (WB). Heavy campaign 
brought about fair start, with most 
trade at night, that should mean 
around $9,000. ‘Jewel Robbery’ 
(WB) well liked and final count 


$9;100. 
35-90), 


Orpheum (2,270; ‘Bring 


—‘Jewel Robbery’ 


FOR SMASHING $16,000 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 8. 

Mme. Schumann-Heink in person 
in a picture house at 65c. is wham- 
ming this burg, sending the Par 
with ‘Guilty as Hell’ on the screen 
up to a wow $16,000, That’s plenty 
above par. 
‘Congorilla’ at the U. A. is doing 
nicely also with $7,500 in view. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—Guilty as Hell’ (Fox) and 
Schumann-Heink with F & M unit 
in person. Proving big draw for 
smashing $16,000. Last week ‘First 
Year’ (Fox) disappointing $11,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘The Mouthpiece’ (FN) and vaude. 
Ambling for $5,500, fair. Last week 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO) off 
at $5,100. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Congorilla’ (Fox). 
Prompting b. o. inflation for a big 
$7,500. Last week ‘Weekends Only’ 
(Fox) concluded with fair $4,000. 
Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
(WB). Holding 
average biz up to $4,000. Last week 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) oke at $3,600. 
Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25)—‘Man 
from Yesterday’ (Par). Getting re- 
sults in this dull spot, around $3,000. 
Last week ‘Vanishing Frontier’ 
(Par) about average at $2,700. 


Gilbert’s Draw Offsets 
‘Downsiairs,’ $13,500, 
But K. C. Is Just Fair 


Kaneas City, Aug. 8. 
Plenty of good entertainment on 











the first run screens this week, but 
biz just fair along the street. 


‘Brown of Culver’ is the Main- 


street’s feature and after the record 
breaking week, which preceded it 
things seemed rather quiet. 
week with Ted Lewis and his crew 
the house drew nearly 70,000 admis- 
sions breaking the record for at- 
tendance, 


Last 


with many turn-aways. 
Sure looked like old times around 
14th and Main. 

At Loew’s Midland, John Gilbert’s 


"Em Back Alive’ (RKO) and vaude- |admirers have ‘Downstairs,’ with his 


ville (2nd-final week’. With plenty 
of explotation ammunition and final 
week of vaude, should hit around 
$7,900 for 6 days held. On first week 
here take was far bigger than 
dreamed of, with an actual in- 
come of $17,500. 
Pantages (fox) (2,700; 25-90), 


fiancee, Virginia Bruce, as leading 
support. 
they are giving it fair patronage. 


Hot stuff for the girls and 
The Dubinsky Newman and Lib- 


erty held local angles with Bill 
Powell, the town’s favorite home- 
towner, in ‘Jewel Robbery,’ at the 
former, and Evalyn Knapp, another 


"What Price Hollywood’ (RKO) and |local in ‘Madame Racketeer’ at the 


stage show. After excellent down- 
town showing start here was un- 
usually big so that $13,000 will be 
no surprise, 
Hell’ (Par). 
business went to tune of $6,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10), ‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) and 
stage show. Very big start and 
with preview of Chevalier’s ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ thrown in gross should 
hit around the $17,000 mark. ‘Ma- 
dame Racketeer’ (Par). Lucky that 
folks were looking for entertain- 
ment, which heiped to around 
$14,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75), 
*Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) and stage 
show. With the Hearst campaign 
thrown in back of it, and itself ex- 
cellent screen fare $21,000 should 
be the week’s answer. ‘First Year’ 
(Fox) is first of the Fox pictures 
to mean anything here in long 
time, so the Farrell-Gaynor com- 
bination registered a little over 
$25,000. 


BUFFALO’S AVERAGE; 
‘WEEK ENDS’ $6,500 


Buffalo, Aug. 8. 
Average biz all over. 
‘First Year’ alone last week stood 


out. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-72) 
—‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par). Average 
$18,000. Last week ‘First Year’ 
(Fox) big $23,300. 

Hippodrome (Publix) (2,400: 25- 
35)—‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox). Good 
$6,500. Last week ‘Winner Take 
All’ (WB), $7,400, oke. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO). Around 





$7,000, fair. Last week ‘Westward 
Passage’ (RKO) $7,100. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400: 25)— 
"Young America’ (Fox). So-so $6,- 


600. Last week ‘While Paris Sleeps’ 


other. 


Last week was a heart-breaker at 


. all but the Mainstreet, where the 

Merrily We Go to|customers swarmed. To accommo- 
That is just the way | date the Saturday demand a special 
midnight show was given with Ted 
Lewis doing the extra show, which 
helped swell the gross. 


‘Zombie’ at the Midland started 


nicely, but flattened out in spite of 
the high pressure campaign. ‘First 


Year’ at the Newman suffered from 
the Ted Lewis opposition in spite 


of the ‘Panther Woman’ screen tests 


put on every night. This feature 
was handled nicely by Jack Mof- 
fitt, picture editor of the K. C. ‘Star.’ 
Shots of three girls were taken for 
seven nights and the best of them 
are being shown on the Newman 
screen this week. Hot Cha. 
Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
15-25)—‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). 
Snappy title with hot publicity, but 
$4,000 only fair. Last week ‘Pur- 
chase Price’ (WB), $5,000, good. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-35-40)—‘Downstairs’ (M-G). Gil- 
bert overcoming bad picture for fair 
$13,500. Last week ‘Zombie’ (UA) 
fizzled after the first three days for 
$11,500. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Brown of Culver’ (U) and 
vaudeville. ‘Heaven knows there’s 
a movie treat in store for Kansas 
City’ was the announcement made 
for this one, and it must have been 
taken seriously, for the cash cus- 
tomers were out with their money 
in their hands, although not ‘n as 


Last week 
and Ted 


but for fair $13,000. 
‘Molly Louvain’ (WB) 
Lewis smash $24,000. 
Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 
860; 25-35-50)—‘Jewel Robbery’ 
(WB). Not so long ago the name 
bill Powell over the Newman mar- 
quee meant just about capacity, 
then his pictures were bad and the 
grosses slipped, which accounts for 
the mild $6,000. Last week ‘First 
Year’ (Fox), with ‘Panther Woman’ 





(Fox) over $7,000. 


screen tests added, big $10,000. 


large numbers as for Ted Lewis, 


Tacoma Generally Better 


Tacoma, Aug. 8. 

The two first-run .pots downtown 
are doing better biz, although sum- 
mer weather competition is now 
getting under full head. 

Rialto is back on two and five- 
day changes. Blue Mouse doing 
solid week’s right along. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
—‘Hound of the Baskervilles’ (BIP) 
and ‘Zane Gray Himself in South 
Sea Adventures’ (PP). Good $2,700. 
Lest week ‘Purchase Price’ (WB) 
good at $2,300. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Vanishing Frcntier’ (Par) and ‘The 
First Year’ (Fox), latter in for five 
days. Okay 13,000. Last week ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Legs’ (Par), ‘Man From 
Yesterday’ (Par) and ‘Lady and 
Gent’ (Par) not so bad at $2,705. 


FRISCO FRISKY; 
~ “YEAR’ $32,000 








San Francisco, Aug. 8. 


The ole town is fighting to get on 
its feet and looks due for satisfac- 
tory business. Opening of dog 
races at south San Francisco ex- 
pected to hurt. 

Fox-West Coast is in the throes 
of an attendance drive, using 
‘Achievement Week’ and other spurs 
to drive the Fox, Warfield, Para- 
mount and naborhood El Capital on 
to higher grosses. Paramount is 
coming in for some extra plugging, 
straight picture house operating at 
a 65c. top (the equivalent of houses 
offering stage shows), finding pick- 
in’s tough when celluloid isn’t of 
first calibre. So there’s a flock of 
added pushing coming up for that 
film center. 

Orpheum reopened this week after 
six weels’ darkness. ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ is in after smashing 
records for seveial years back at 
the Golden Gate. Frank Buck in 
person, and an admish top of 65c, 
dime lower than other houses, is 
helping considerably. United Art- 
ists only dark picture theatre in 
town. RKO’s Golden Gate expects 
another cleanup stanza this time 
with Horace Heidt’s band, home 
town boys, starting out big for eight 
or more weeks’ run. 

The luridly titled ‘Guilty as Hell’ 
is attracting the money spenders to 
Warfield, with McLaglen and Lowe 
somehing of a draw. 

Fox is zooming right along with 
Gaynor and Farrell in ‘First Year,’ 
big stage wedding at Saturday’s 
midnight show, and other stunts, 
building week up to a good $32,000 
gate. 

‘Devil and Deep’ at Paramount 
a i ‘Stranger in To\;n’ at Warners, 
weakest things on the street. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-70)—‘First Year’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Farrell-Gay- 
nor pulling, extra exploitation help- 
ing to okay $32,009, which is profit 
because of no current expensive 
names. Last week was weak with 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) and 
Blanche Sweet in person at $30,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 35-55- 
65)—"War Correspondent’ (Col) and 
Horace Heidt’s band on _ stage. 
Heidt-a local boy and very big here 
as $15,500 indicates. ‘Bring ’Em 
Back’ Alive’ (Radio) smashed rec- 
ords for several years back with 
around $21,000 last week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,300; 35-55)— 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) and 
Frank Buck in person. Moved up 
fron. the Gate and holding up swell 
at $9,500, lowest first run price, 
55c., in town, nelptng. House is re- 
ses for this, and will hold over 
pix. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 50-65)— 
‘Devil and Deep’ (Par). Poorly at 
$8,000. House goes good with best 
pictures but when average stuff 
comes in gross toboggans as on 
this’n. Second week ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G) got poor $7,500. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65)— 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) and stage 
show. Loud title and McLaglen- 
Lowe a magnet. May hit smash 
$20,000. Nearly that amount on 
personal appearances of Rosco Ates 
and George Raft with ‘Madame 
Racketeer’ (Par) last stanza. 

Warners (1,365; 50-65)—Stranger 
in Town’ (WB). Brutal at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Purchase Price’ (WB) 
drew $6,¢00 in six days. 


Col. Short Department 
Does a Quick Fade 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Inability of Smith & Dale, vaude 
team, to come here for six Columbia 
shorts spelled finale for the newly 
organized short subject department 
at Columbia. 

Since these films will now be 
made in the east, Leigh Jason and 
Henry Johnson, hired as writers, 
are out. 








Despite the Weather 





Mpls. Reopening Theatres in Its 
B. 0. Delight; Dragon, $12,000 





‘CONG’LLA’ RECORD 
$9,000 IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 8. 

Heat hurting all over. 

After yanking ‘Lady and Gent’ fol- 
lowing five days of floppy business, 
Fox stepped to the front with ‘Con- 
gorilla,’ for a record week, over 


$9,000. 
John Hamrick came through with 


his ‘big surprise’ this week, chang- 
ing the Blue Mouse into after-run 
house at 15c general admish. This 
new policy follows the success of 
the Rex, where a dime is the price. 
Col. David Dow running the Rex, 
with biz oke right along at the 
small admish. 

Coliseum taking in fair dough 
again with hot release of ‘The First 
Year, which is slipping over after 
oke week at the Fifth. This house 
reported leading all F-WC theatres 
first week in the managers’ contest. 

Estimates for this Week 

Fifth Ave. (F-WC) (2,300; 25-65) 
—‘Skyscraper Souls’ (MG) and 
stage show. Bad $7,500. ‘Last week 
‘First Year’ (Fox) and Monte Blue 
in person, plenty oke at over $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-60)— 
‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (Col) and 
Seven Rangers headlining vaude 
bill. Fair at $6,000. Last week 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO) and 
James Hall in person, $5,600. 

Fox (F-WC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Con- 
gorilla’ (Fox). Opened cold after 
yanking ‘Lady and Gent,’ but did 
$1,500 first day, with heavy adver- 
tising following. Somewhat below 
expectations on account of the hot 
weather, but $9,000 pace is a record 
for this house. Last week ‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) record floop since 
house opened under present policy; 
in five days only $2,400. 

Liberty (Jensen-VonHerberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘The Stoker’ (AI- 
lied). Billing Monte Blue heavily, 
coming a week after his personal at 
Fifth Avenue. Looks $4,500, good. 
Last week ‘Hound of the Basker- 
villes’ (BIP), with hound ballyhoo 
on the street, attracted $4,200. 





Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘War Correspondent’ (Col). 
Fair $2.800. Last week Zane Gray 


Himself in South Sea Adventures’ 
(Ind) and ‘Many a Slip’ (U), nice 
biz, being up some at $3,200. 

Coliseum (F-WC) (1,800; 20-35- 
50)—‘First Year’ (Fox). Direct from 
oke week at Fifth Ave., on way to 


‘good $3,000. Last week ‘Letty Lyn- 


ton’ (M-G) clicked for nifty $2,700 
for five days. 


Ted Mack Is Back 
So Denver’s Nerts; 
Robbery,’ $13,500 


Denver, Aug. 8. 

Ted Mack, formerly m. c. at the 
Denver theatre and local boy, is 
back after a year in the east at 
several spots, including the New 
York Paramount, and lines at box 
office and hearty applause indicate 
Mack still has a strong hold on the 
Denver customers. Phone calls in- 
dicated to the management that 
Mack is the most popular m. c. ever 
at the Denver, and crowds prove it 
further. 

The Orpheum is running the Den- 
ver a close race, film and vaude with 
Ralph Cooper’s colored orchestra 
dividing honors for the draw. 

Folks who went the first week of 
the Huffman-RKO pool to see if the 
Orpheum could be Huffmanized are 
still going and pleased with results. 
Gross at the Huffman-RKO-Para- 
mount for ‘Miss Pinkerton’ prove 
that Denverites are no _ longer 
strong for mystery pix, but another 
mystery is why Publix allows the 
Paramount to run over a quarter 
hour of trailers and plugs. 


Estimates for This Week 


Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
—‘Washington Masouerade’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Tea Mack back as 
m. c. Nice $14,600. Last week 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) only 
$9,500. 

Orpheum (KKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-66)—‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) 
and vaude. Okay $13,500. Last week 
‘First Year’ (Fox) aided greatly by 
Mitzi Green in person did a fine 
$16,000. Standouts most every day 
and lines over a block long make it 
look like B. D. (before depression) . 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
55)—‘Miss Pinkerton’ (Fox). Weak 
$3,500. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) only $2,200 in spite of heavy 
exploitation. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 25- 
35-50) —‘Almost Married’ (Fox). 
Nice $2,500. Last week ‘Rider of 
Death Valley’ (U) pulled in the chil- 
dren and a considerable number of 











grownups to $2,700, 


Minneapolis, Aug. 8, 

Things humming again, and how] 
In addition to a long and uninter. 
rupted period of profitable grosseg 
for the large loop de luxe houses, 
Publix is reopening four houses, req 
cently closed, and rescinding ita 
closing order for three others, One 


of the theatres, the Aster, is in the 
loop and it has been dark only twa 
weeks. 

In a formal statement John Friedl, 
Publix division manager, stated the 
reopeninzs are due to an increase in 
business. 

The ‘improved conditions’ may be 
a factor all right, but the majon 
consideration was concessions ob« 
tained from the operators’ union 
covering the old contract and the 
new one for 1932-33. The union 
gives Publix relief by requiring only 
one booth operator to a shift in al] 
neighborhood houses, whereas be« 
fore two were called for in some of 
these theatres, and also by a scale 
reduction. Over a period of a yearn 
the cut figures at 27% and will 
save the circuit nearly $30,000 in 
operators’ wages. The one man ta 
a shift in the neighborhoods places 
Publix on the same basis as the in- 
dependents, Loop first and second 
run houses will continue to have 
two operators to a shift. 

In addition to this development, 
Publix is boosting its admission at 
the Lyric and Grand from l5dc. ta 
20c. for the period from 10 to 1:30 
a.m, It recently raised its ante at 
the third-run grind Palace from 
10c. to 15c. matinees and 10c. to 20c, 
at nights, 

At the same time, with the re< 
opening of the ‘New Pantages’ and 
the Seventh St. theatres this week, 
the battle of the big third-run loon 
grind houses is on in full swing. 
Pantages, operated by a company 
headed by Harold Ruben, son of the 
late I. H. Ruben of F. & R., has been 
launched as a 15c. grind house. Tha 
Seventh St., with a similar policy, 
charges 20c., the same as the Pals 
ace. 

Publix is using the reopened 
Aster to combat the opposition gring 
houses. The scale at the Aster wilk 
be only 1l5c. to 6:30 p. m., and 25c. 
thereafter and the house will have 
the cream of second-runs and an 
occasional third-run. Metro-Gold4 
wyn and Paramount are refusing 
thus far to sell the loop. grind 
houses with the low admissions. 
All the activity and the booming 
business is in the face of the heav- 
iest kind of opposition from the 
city’s own Auditorium, which is 
pulling crowds of from 6,000 to 10,< 
000 nightly with a Walkathon in on 
a percentage arrangement. 

‘The First Year’ proved such & 
knockout at the State last week 
that, instead of being held back the 
customary month, it was moved im- 
mediately to the Uptown for a sec- 
ond consecutive week in town. The 
big neighborhood house has the 
same 55c. scale as the leading loop 
de luxer. 

The current loop leader is ‘Roar 
of the Dragon.’ Gwili Andre’s enor- 
mous amount of fan magazine pub- 
licity seems to have made her a card 
from the outset. It looks as though 
the Orph with this attraction wilf 
top the Publix ace house, the State, 
a long ways. The latter has a 
corking picture, ‘Guilty as Hell,’ but 
is minus the usual amount of femi< 
nine appeal. 

No definite plans for reopening 
Publix’s two largest and most elab- 
orate loop de luxers, the Minnesota 
and Century. 

Estimates for This Week 
State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—Guilty 
as Hell’ (Par). Picture neatly sold 
to the public, but McLaglen and 
Lowe not drawing heavily; maybe 
$8,500. Last week ‘First Year’ (Fox), 
$17,100, enormous. 

Crpneum (RKO) (2,890; 55)—~< 
‘Roar of Dragon’ (RKO) and vaude= 
ville, including Lee Sisters. Good 
picture and strong stage show 
should hold up well after big open< 
ing helped along by tiptop exploitae 
tion. Gwili Andre subject of much 
curiosity. Dix, like Arlen (at the 
State), former Twin Cityite, but 
only a moderate card. About $12,000 
indicated, very big. Last week 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) and Alice 
Joy on stage, $11,000, good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (FN). Joan Blondell 
helping trade along; strong exploit- 
ation, too; looks like $5,200, pretty: 
good. Last week ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par), $6,000, good. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) and ‘Forgotten 
Commandment’ (Par), split. Ban-< 
croft picture pulled most of trade 
and should help house to good $1,< 
§00. Last week ‘Merrily We Go to 
Hell’ (Par), loop second run, and 
‘Street of Women’ (WB), $1,600, 
fair. 

Aster (Publix) 
Is Weak’ (M-G) and 
G), split, loop second runs. 


(900; 25)—‘Flesh 
‘Huddle’ (M- 
About 





$900, light. 
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Film Shortage in Paris, Too; Biz 
Poor Generally; ‘Shanghai’ $39,000 
First Two Weeks; ‘Possessed $8,500 





‘Despite comparatively fine show 
weather, not too hot and with a 
sprinkling of showers, film grosses 
are small. One reason is many re- 
vivals on account of shortage of 
product ready to be released in 
summer, and another the introduc- 
tion of summer scales’ without 
which patronage would altogether 


fade. 

Grosses, weak in Paris, are no 
better in the provinces. However, 
provincial managers report. that 


dubbed films go well there, which is 
satisfactory from the American 
angle. 

Difficulty to obtain films is such 
that Gaumont Palace will try a ‘re- 
vival’ week, each day a different 
picture. 


Estimates for Week Ending July 28 

Paramount (Par) (1,900), ‘Shang- 
hai xpress’ (Par) (dubbed in 
French). Over $17,000 for the sec- 
ond week after more than $22,000 
for the first. Shows the staying 
power here of Marlene Dietrich, 
even in a mediocre story. No ques- 
tion of a hit in the nabes and prov- 
inces. 

Gaumont Palace (GFFA) (6,000), 
‘Petite Chocolatiere’ (Braunberger). 
Excellent $17,000 and way out of the 
red for the house. Second week of 
the silent ‘Atantide’ by Jacques Fey- 
der did $12,000, considered satisfac- 
tory. A biggish stage show with 
each. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900), ‘Coffret 
de Laque’ (Diamant Berger). 
Dropped to $9,500 after a first week, 
netting over $15,000. House has long 
laeked suitable product, which it 
will get more easily under the Natan 
arrangement. 

Miracles (Bailby) (700), ‘Atantide’ 
(Nero. Film). G. W. Pabst talker, 
and publicity helped the Gaumont 
Palace... Over $6,000 and slightly 
more the week before, which was 
the fifth of its run. This film en- 
joyed the most publicity this year. 

Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200), 
*Bonne Aventure’ (Osso). Weak, 


below $3,000, despite stage show. 
Week before, ‘Miche’ (Par) just 
reached $4,000. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700), ‘Pos- 


sessed’ (M-G). Dubbed in French; 
$8,500, fair. Joan Crawford a big 
draw locally, but story unsuitable to 
her. Novarro’s ‘Rajah’ did not quite 
reach $4,000 the week before, its 
third and last. Story also locally 
unsuitable. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200), ‘Lu- 
miere Bleue’ (Konrad). For the 
second week $3,800, against $3,600 
thé first, thus improving on it. Film 
shown in German with subtitles 
evidences the possible success of 
what amounts to a good scenic. 


EARLE’S ‘CUCKOO WEEK’ 
-CAPITAL’S BRIGHT RAY 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

Things very spotty, ‘First Year,’ 
the Gaynor-Farrell opus flopping on 
a second week at the Palace. ‘Two 
Seconds’ at the Met is doing little 
and ‘Passport to Hell’ is causing no 
excitement at the Fox. 

‘Man Called Back’ is at least 
holding its own at Keith’s. Which 
leaves the Earle where somebody 
there got smart and sold the Jack 
Oakie ‘Million Dollar Legs’ and the 
vaude show as a ‘Cuckoo Week,’ 
business mighty good. 

Yes, things are spotty, with most 
of the spots looking like they are 
going to be red ones this stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Forbidden Company’ (Invisible). 
Down in the dumps at $1,800. Last 
weex ‘McKenna of the Mounted,’ 
$2,200. 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
%70)—‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) and 
vaude. Dubbed ‘cuckoo week,’ busi- 
ness is coming to tune of a total 
that should reach $19,000. Last week 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) ended at 
$17,500. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) and unit. 
Usual Landi take, about $16,500. 
Last week ‘White Zombie’ (UA) 
dwindled to $17,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 
50)—‘Man Called Back’ 
added ‘Cock Eyed World’ (Fox). 
Doing okay and will end around 
$7,000. Last week ‘Tom Brown of 
Culver’ (U) surprised by a steady 
building finishing more than satis- 
factorily at $7,500. 

Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Two Seconds’ (FN). Edward 
G. Robinson always good when at 
Earle, but here off; maybe end at 
$4,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox) (2d week). Dying 
om holdover; not over $6,500. Last 
week decidedly okay at $15,000, 








15-25-35- 


(Tif) with 








Paris, Aug. 1. | Newark’s Weather Break; 


‘Rebecca,’ ‘Freaks,’ $8,000 


Newark, Aug. 8. 

Cloudy weather with showers has 
given the first week-end break the 
theatres have had this season. This 
will probably shape up in better 
than recent grosses. 

Now that the Terminal is closed 
the Capitol has its pick of second 
runs every week instead of every 
other week. A scrap with the 
powerful ‘News’ has taken the New- 
ark’s ads and notices out of the 
paper which helps none at all. 


Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-25-30- 
40-55-65)—‘Rebecca’ (Fox). Differ- 
ent sort of picture ought to keep 
house near $8,000. Last week ‘Con- 
gorilla’ (Fox) good at almost $9,000. 

Capito! (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Scarface’ (UA) and ‘Greater Love 
Hath No One’ (Col). Will beat $5,- 
000 again. Last week surprised by 
topping all recent grosses with over 
$5,300 for ‘Huddle’ (M-G) and ‘The 
Doomed Battalion’ (U). 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Heart 
of Ireland’ (Robert Emmett). Sec- 
ond week of film well liked by local 
Irish with repeaters and may get 
$1,000. Last week okay with $1,600. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65)—‘Freaks’ (M-G). May 
reach $8,000. Last week ‘Unashamed’ 
(M-G) not so bad at over $7,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
20-25-30-40-55-66) —‘Unholy Love’ 
(Allied). First time this season to 
play anything but a Par. Not over 
$5,000, with the name doing the 


drawing. Last week ‘Madame 
Racketeer’ (Par) pretty fair at 
$6,600. 


Proctor (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65) — ‘American Madness’ 
(Col). Under $8,000, fair. Last week 
‘Man Called Pé@ck’ (Tif) $6,500. 


‘WAR CORRESPONDENT,’ 
NICE $9,000 IN PROV. 


Providence, Aug. 8. 

Hot weather and vacation days 
are sort of laying it on thick for 
the theatres this week, although 
film fare is above average. RKO 
Albee in the front again with ‘War 
Correspcndent’ on the screen and 
Barney Rapp and his New Eng- 
landers (band) heading the vaude- 
ville. Majestic will head straight 
picture class with twin bill that 
looks like a good $7,500. 

Lack of picture product has 
forced RKO Victory, one of the 
oldest straight picture spots in 
town, to play second-run features. 
Theatre has been booking most of 
the indie picture product that has 
played in Providence. 


Summer resorts are chiselling 
much biz from the city with plenty 
of free midway attractions, includ- 
ing circuses and vaudeville. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-66)— 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col) and 
vaude. Nice evenly balanced bill 
getting most of the coin in town. 
Corraling $9,000 or better. Last 
week ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U) 
was oke at $8,700. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55-75)— 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G). Getting plenty 
panning, and a poor $6,500 at best. 
Last week ‘White Zombie’ (UA) fair 
at $9,900. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 








‘1‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) and ‘Almost 


Married’ (Fox). Above usual bill of 
double features, and well liked. Un- 
less hot weather spoils things this 
one looks like a grand $7,500. Last 
week ‘First Year’ (Fox) and ‘Bach- 
elor’s Folly’ (World-Wide) also 
okay at $7,100. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Guilty 
as Hell’ (Par). Lowe-McLaglen 
draw isn’t as hot as it used to be; 
$5,000, off. Last week ‘Man Called 
Back’ (Par) $4,300, poor. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘Hell’s Angels’ (UA) and ‘Skippy’ 
(Par). House playing second-run 
because of product shortage will 
continue with new policy indefinite- 
ly; around $2,400, all rifht. Last 
week ‘Drifting Souls’ (Tower) and 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) off 
at $2,100. 





Farnol Back in Oct. 
Lynn Farnol will rot return to 
New York from Hollywood until 


October. 


east to handle the campaign on 


Eddie Cantor's ‘Kid from Spain’ | ¢5 300. 


(UA). 


Farnol was to have spent only] yan’ 
the summer on the Coast when he | week 


went out last May, 





At that time he will come} 


Nite B..B. No Help to | 


Columbus But Biz Fair 


Columbus, Aug. 8. | 

Too many night ball games, with | 
the local A. A. team hot in the pen-|| 
nant race, are doing the theatres no 
good at all. Despite this, however, 
biz is not so bad that it’s all to the 
red. 

All houses on way to fair results 
this week with nothing outstanding 
anywhere. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-35)— 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). Fair 


enough $5,000. Last week ‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) off at $4,000. 
Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35)— 


‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). Not too 
hot, about $6,500 in view. Last week 
‘The First Year’ (Fox) mighty nice 
$8,700. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-25)— 
‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox). Heavy on 
appeal and should show profit with 
$4,500 take. Last week ‘Society 
Girl’ (Fox) held up well and gar- 
nered $3,900. 


Grand (Neth) (1,100;. 25-35)— 
Igloo’ (U) and ‘The Mystery of 
Life. Double bill pulling plenty 


heavy and got backing of plenty 
raves by critics. On way to very 
nice $5,000. Last week ‘Purchase 
Price’ (WB) mild with $2,500. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par). Will 
take so-so $2,500. Last week ‘Is My 
Face Red’ (RKO) $2,000. 


Radio Keepin’ ’Em 
Home in B’ham; ‘War 
Corr’dent,’ $4,000, OK 


Birmingham, Aug. 8. 

With unusual summer rains at 
least once a day and sometimes 
more, business is up a tree. The 
toughest problem these days is to 
get the folks away from home 
nights. Matinees are usually great 
but at nights the houses play to 
too many vacant seats. Problem is 
becoming more serious every night. 
The radio and folks riding around 
at night are blamed. 

‘War Correspondent’ got away 
strong this week. Others just mid- 
dling. 

Estimates For This Week 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘War 
Correspondent’ (Col). This town 
goes for a little good old fashioned 
action and shoot ‘em up stuff; 
$4,000, okay. Last week ‘Strangers 
of Evening’ (Tif) and ‘Tom Brown’ 
(U), fair $3,500. 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
55) — ‘Skyscraper Souls’. (M-G). 
Picture from best seller slow get- 
ting the business, $8,000. Last week 
‘First Year’ (Fox), crashed a dandy 
$10,500. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G), 
Only moderate, $3,000. Last week 
‘Man From Yesterday’ (Par), a 
miserable $2,900. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Vanishing Frontier’ (Par). Johnny 
Mack Brown, home town boy, only 
pulled $1,600. Last week ‘Night 
Court’ (M-G), $1,500. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Re- 
served For Ladies’ (Par). Stronger 
at $1,000. Last week ‘Almost Mar- 
ried’ (Fox), around $850. 











| LOUISVILLE LOOKS UP; 


‘ZOMBIE,’ $8,000, NICE 


Louisville, Aug. 8. 

"The First Year’ stirred Louisville 
moviegoers into action for the first 
time in several weeks. So enthusi- 
astically was the Gaynor-Farrell 
film received that the management 
set a new precedent for August by 
holding it for a second week. 

Brown theatre, Walter Crosbie 
mer., has tie-up with chain stores 
giving away one free admission to 
every customer, but theatre’s pub- 
licity dropping off leaves a bad hole 
in the trade. 

Stock company—National Play- 
ers—to end dramatic season this 
week, but may go on with few musi- 
cals. Walter Davis and several 
members already gone. Nancy Wel- 
ford reported to be joining Broad- 
way-musical to play opposite Gus 
Shy. 

Rains brought relief from heat, 
and night crowds look fairly good 
again. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (3,252; 15-25-35-40) — 
‘Zombie’ (UA). Good $8,000. Last 





week ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G), 
$6,700. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘First Year’ (Fox) (2d 





week). Strong $5,000 on holdover. 
Last week $9,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
55)—‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). Fair | 
$5,200. Last three days ‘The Expert’ | 
(FN), $2,300. | 

Brown (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Roar of | 
| Dragon’ (RKO). Fair $2,909. Last | 
week ‘Is My Face Red’ (RKO), | 


Alamo (Fourth Ave.)—‘Texas Bad | 


(Fox). Good $2,400. Last} 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par), } 
$1,900, off 


Bway Biz Booms, 3 Possibly 4 


Holdovers; Madness,’ $15,000: 
‘Souls,’ $52,000; ‘Dr. X,’ $42,000 





Whether it is the attractions in 
the theatres, the reaction from Wall 
street’s encouraging activities or 
better show weather over the week- 
end, more than the usual summer 


strength is manifest currently. 
Three houses are holding over, Cap- 
itol, Strand and Mayfair, while a 
fourth, Paramount, is a possibility. 

Up to yesterday afternoon (Mon- 
day) Paramount was hoping to okay 
a second week on its stage show 
and ‘Guilty as Hell,’ though the 
start was not unusually frisky. 
With Harry Richman out of the 
stage show Sunday due to a bad 
throat and Arthur Tracy (‘Street 
Singer’) and Ethel Merman suc- 
ceeding that day, the results of the 
change will doubtless determine 
whether house will h. o. its entire 
show. 

Richman was on his fifth week 
when dropping out. Up to yester- 
day (Monday) pace did not reflect 
any certainty for more than $50,000 
on the week. 

Capitol, with ‘Skyscraper Souls,’ 
plans a second week on the strength 
of around $52,000. For the picture's 
holdover starting Friday (12) Ben 
Bernie and Morton Downey will be 
added to the stage show, Bernie 
succeeding Abe Lyman who already 
will have played house five weeks. 
Bernie comes in at $6,500 and Downey 
at $4,000, making for another very 
expensive stage show. 

Strand looks to a big $42,000 on 
eight days of ‘Doctor X,’ an elab- 
orate though not fancy house front 
probably helping there. 

‘American Madness’ (Col) at May- 
fair stays’ a second week on the 
strength of $15,000, possibly better. 

Up front last week, the Palace on 
its current holdover of Kate Smith, 
along with a new second run pic- 
ture, ‘Purchase Price’ (WB), falls 
back currently to around $16,000, 


MILLS-‘DRAGON,” $7,500, 
“GUILTY,” $8,000, OK, IND. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 8. 


Apollo crashed through last week 
with ‘First Year’ and had to hold 
it over for a second period. Dark- 
ness of the Lyric, vaude house, 
helped the’ Apollo, but main draw 
was in the popularity of Farrell 
and Gaynor. 

Circle this week is clicking with 
the p.a. of the Mills Brothers, and 
incidentally the first stage presen- 
tation at this Skouras-Publix house 
in several months. 

Jane Sky won the Paramount In- 
diana popularity contest. 


Estimates for This Week) 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35) ‘First Year’ (Fox) (2d week). 
Around $4,200, Last week up to 
good $5,500. 

Circle Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 25- 
35-55) ‘Roar of Dragon’ (RKO) and 
Mills brothe-s on stage. Should 
boost to $7,500, good. Last week 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) slow 
$3,500. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35) ‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par). Will 
reach nifty $8,000. Last week ‘War 
Correspondent’ (Col) did. neat 
$7,500, - 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,300; 25- 
35) ‘Zombie’ (UA). Good for. $5,000. 
Tre week ‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) 
itto, 











NEW HAVEN INDIFF 


‘Congorilla,’ Juhnsons on Personals, 

‘Okay—Dressing Up Fronts 

New Haven, Aug. 8. 

‘Guilty as Hell’ is a last-minute 
rush-in at the Paramount to replace 
‘Vanishing Frontier,’’ which had 
been plugged for a week. Houses 
beginning to dress up their fronts 
these days as first gesture toward 
money-spending In weeks. 

‘Congorilla’ okay this week, aided 
by two day personal appearance of 
the Jchnsons. 

3ijou now running five acts of 
vaude Fridays and Saturdays. 


Est!mates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353: 40-72) 








—Guilty as Hell’ (Par) and unit. 
Will do $7,200. East week ‘Mad- 
ame Racketeer’ (Par) did $7,590, 
talr. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-55)— 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox) and Martin Johne 
sons in personal. May reach an 
okay $7,000. Last week ‘First Year’ 
(Fox) and-‘By Whose Hand’ built 
up to best gross of summer, $7,100. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
55)—‘Purchase Price’ (WB) and 
‘Man Called Back’ (Tiff). At $4,000, 


fair. Last week ‘Is My Face Red’ 
(RKO) and ‘Cross 


only $3,300, 








| 


| 


which will be skimming into red ink 
a little. 

Two new pictures open the cur- 
rent week, Four Marxes’ latest and 
first of the Paramount 1932-33 re- 
leases, ‘Horse Feathers,’ going into 
the Rialto tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day) on a special premiere. House 
was closed down last Thursday (4), 
with minor repairs meanwhile. 

Into the Winter Garden after 
three weeks of ‘Congorilla,’ Colum- 
bia brings ‘Hollywood Speaks,’ 
which was supposed to have. been 
shown on Broadway weeks ago. It 
debuts Thursday (11). 

‘White Zombie’ will remain a third 


week at the Rivoli. indicating 
around $15,006 currently. Cheva- 
lier’s ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) is 


tentatively set to move in Thursday 
(18). ‘Zombie’ has been a surprise 
in spite of the panning by the 
dailies, indicating along with 
Strand’s big showing on ‘Doctor X’ 
that the New York mob goes for the 
chiller thing in a big way. 

The only $2 attraction on Broad- 
way, ‘Grand Hotel,’ at Astor, is still 
without a departure date. ‘Strange 
Interlude’ follows, but from indica- 
tions will not open until September 
at this site. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (17th week). 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G), set for 
this house, is not expected to open 
until September. No tentative date 
as yet. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) 
and stage show. On $52,000 picture 
will hold, Ben Bernie and Morton 
Downey joining stage contingent on 
second week, Bernie to succeed Abe 
Lyman’s band. Last week, second 
of ‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G) 
and stage show except for Warren 
William and Bette Davis, who were 
added July 28, $50,500. That left Lou 
Holtz a long ways short of a 50-50 
sharing on money, which was not 
to start until $65,000. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—“Amer- 
ican Madness’ (Col). Will do a nice 
$15,000, perhaps a shade better, and 
holds over. Last week ‘Tom Brown 
of Culver’ (U) disappointed on 
$10,000. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—‘Pur- 
chase Price’ (WB) and second week 
of stage show. Retention of Kate 
Smith stage show with film brought 
in on her second week, probably 
$16,000; looks like a little red for the 


house. Previous week, first of Miss 
Smith, and second run of ‘What 
Price Hollywood’ (Radio), a big 
$22,400. 


Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—Guilty as Hell’ (Par) and stage 
show. While gait indicated an aver- 
age week at around $50,000, change 
in the stage show Sunday may build 
business to point where house can 
hold over entire bill, on rostrum 
and screen; house is hoping for this. 
Harry Richman retired from show 
Sunday with a bad throat, Ethel 
Merman and Arthur Tracy (Street 
Singer) joining. Last week ‘Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox), Rich- 
man, Frances Williams and Jack 
Haley, slipped to $40,400, lowest in 
a long time for house. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Horse Feathers.’ Marx Bros. pic 
debuts tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day). ‘Man Called Back’ (Tiff) 
proved a dud, doing onty six days 
at house at $7,200, pretty bad. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘White Zombie’ (UA) (2d week). 
Should run to around $15,900 on 
second week and hold a third, ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par) probably open- 
ing Thursday (18). First week 
‘Zombie’ garnered $25,500, good. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
—Doctor X’ (FN). Surprisingly 
g00d biz beins done at $42,000 on. 
first eight days: house, a Thursday 
change, got picture day ahead in- 
stead. Six days for ‘Jewel Robbery’ 
(WB) on a holdover $16,700, not bad. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94)—‘Congorilla’ (Fox) (8d week). 
Picture has done okay, though slip- 
ping to $9,500 on its current (last) 
week. Second $12,600, but first for 
picture $18,600. House is now sec- 
ondary to Strand as a Warner op- 
eration and went through several 
pretty awful weeks before getting 
‘Congorilla.’ 


Col’s ‘Horse Stampede’ 
Entirely on Location 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Columbia’s ‘Wild Horse Stam- 
pede,’ with Rex (horse), featured, 


will be made entirely on the Navajo 
Indian Reservation in Arizona. Pic- 
ture will also have an all-Navajo 
cast with the exception of two play- 
ers. Company to be on location 
four weeks. 

First time Columbia has ever 


Examination’ | Scheduled an entire production of a 
Ipicture away from studiq. 
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Gaynor-Farrell, Chicago, $33,000; 
Ted Lewis Sole Name in the Loop 


Chicago, Aug. &. 
Ted Lewis as the only bona fide 
‘name’ on loop stages this week 
makes the downtown situation a 
tossup. It is the first time in weeks 


that the stages have not dominated 
the screens. Generally speaking, 
moderate grosses are anticipated. 
Continued cool weather since the 
end of the heat wave 10 days ago 
has been an advantage to the film 
parlors, but with the neighborhoods 
the greatest proportional 
Loop gets the 


drawing 
advantage at night. 
matinee edge. 

Roosevelt will play ‘Madame 
Racketeer’ (Par) for one week in a 
tempcrary return to first runs. Film 
opened Sunday (7). Roosevelt has 
been fourth running in last several 
months, following the residential 
districts. 

McVickers will open with ‘Horse- 
feathers,’ the Marx Bros. opera, in- 
stead of Chevalier’s ‘One Hour With 
You’ under a switch in bookings at 
Beeandkay. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 35- 
55-83)—'‘First Year’ (Fox). Gaynor- 
Farrell carrying the load. Stage 
show with 75 people but no names. 
Look for $33,000. Last week ‘Re- 
becca’ (Fox) and a highly-touted 
Radio Revue upped the gross to 
around $36,000, very acceptable. 
Will Mahoney comes in next week 
as headliner. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
$5-55-83)—‘Downstairs’ (M-G). John 
“Gilbert pictures have been booked 
into the Roosevelt with regularity 
in past two years, so his local fol- 
lowing is presumably concentrated 
there. Ted Lewis will get the credit, 
however, for $23,000. It’s Lewis’ 
wfifth return for B&K. Last week 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ meant plenty to 


4 





PASSPORT’ SURPRISE 
HIT, $5,000, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 

Looks like a return to the mid- 
summer doldrums this week after 
six days of warm weather's best 
business. Previous session hit a 
high spot around here for summer 
takings. With mercury § soaring 
again, however, and with product 
hardly up to average, another drab 
stanza anticipated. 

Surprise of week may be ‘Pass- 
port to Hell’ at Fulton. Picture on 
Thursday, opening day, got nearly 
$1,000 at two-bits top, which meant 
approximately 6,000 customers in 
this small-seater. Despite unfavor- 
able critical comment, seems to 
have a strong woman’s angle and 
if house can ride through hot spell 
should turn in a neat $5,000, best 
here since low scale went into ef- 
fect. 

‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ believed 
to have shot its bolt in first week 
with great $15,000 may manage to 
amble through second six-day pe- 
riod at a $7,000 pace. That's a bit 
better than house’s summer aver- 
age but hardly enough to merit a 
third week, as first expected. 

Stanley had ‘Purchase Price’ but 
Stanwyck still no b.o. name and, 
together with drab story material, 
will be lucky to gather $9,000. Penn 
may do a bit better with ‘Sky- 
scraper Souls’ on strength of War- 
ren William after clicks in two pre- 
vious films, but not enough at $10,- 
500 to lift it out of the red. Film 
soundly spanked by cricks, who no 
likee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700-10- 
15-25) ‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). 
This one off to a surprise opening 
and despite newspaper raps seems 








the pay box. House zoomed into 
high $20,000’s, not so far from 
$30,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-83)— 
*Tom Brown of Culver’ (U). Don't 
anticipate much from combination 
on screen and stage, maybe $15,000. 
Last week ‘The Man Called Back’ 
(Tif) around $16,009. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
55)—‘By Whose Hand’ (Col). Rated 
a success on its new policy house 
seems to plod along quite evenly. 
Around $16,000 this week and about 
that last week with ‘Mystery 
Ranch’ (WB). 


‘MASQUERADE’ AND 
‘UNASHAMED,’ $12,000 


Montreal, Aug. 8. 

Cool weather continues to benefit 
the cinemas, which all stood up well 
last week and look very likely cur- 
rently. Baseball is out of town, and 
line-up of favorite stars at main 
stems will also help. 

Helen Twelvetrees at Loew's and 
Lionel Barrymore at Palace may 
jack up grosses some, with Loew’s 
as usual topping the town. ‘Panther 
Woman’ contest at Palace in con- 
junction -vith local press is holding 
interest. 

Capitol has two above average 
pictures in ‘Miss Pinkerton’ and 
‘The Dark Horse.’ Princess has an- 
other brace, ‘Roar of the Dragon’ 
and ‘Roadhouse Murder,’ that have 
possibilities. Cinema de _ Paris, 
scene of the longest run in Montreal 
in years, changes at last to ‘Marius,’ 
which already went over well here 
s60me months back. 

Nabes are bumping along on bot- 
tom, but not worse than in other 
summers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ (M-G). Lionel 
Barrymore will attract plenty and 
should boost gross to $12,000. Last 
week ‘Rebecca’ (Fox) better at 
$11,000. 

Capitol (FP) 2,700; 60), ‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (WB) and ‘Dark Horse’ 
(WB). Should maintain betterment 
shown last week when ‘Life Goes 
On’ (Par) and ‘Million-Dollar Legs’ 
(Par) picked up to $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Wn- 
ashamed’ (M-G) and vaude. Nice 
$12,500 in view. Last week ‘Man 
from Yesterday’ (Par) $12,000. 








Princess (CT) (2,600; 35-660), 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) and 
*Roadhouse Murder’ (Radio). Up | 
to $8,500. Last week ‘Monte Carlo 
Madness’ (Ideal) and ‘Honor of the 
Press’ (ideal) $8,000. 

Imperial (French-Film) (1,900; 
25-40), ‘Paris-Beguin’ (French). 
About $2,000. Last week ‘Vieux 

Garcon’ (French) $1,800. 
Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600: 25- 


50), ‘Marius’ (French). Likely $1,500. 
Sixth week of ‘Cinq Ans. sans 
Femmes’ (French), last week took 
a@bout $1,000, 


headed for neat £5,000, best here 
since low two-bit scale went into 
effect. Mat trade big, with picture 
getting the femmes and_ should 
have no trouble hitting the figure 
mentioned with any kina of a break 
at all in weather. House only first- 
run site downtown that hasn’t a 
cooling plant and this has been re- 
acting against it of late. Last week 
‘Man Called Back’ (Tif) around the 
$3,000 mark. 

Penn (Loew-UA)  (3,300-25-30- 
40), ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). 
Long-winded feature has_ only 
Warren William’s name and stiff 
Hearst campaign to tide it over, 
but even these factors aren't ex- 
pected to be able to wrest more 
than weak $10,500. Last week 
‘Scarface’ (UA), aided by a near- 
capacity Sunday midnite show, 
went to $20,000, topping Garbo’s ‘As 
You Desire Me’ (M-G) for best 
straight-picture takings at pres- 


ent top. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-30-40), 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB). Stanwyck 


still a negligible b.o. name locally 
and drab locale and weak story 
won't help matters any; brutal 
$9,000 in prospect. Last week ‘First 
Year’ (Fox) okay at $17,000, like 
Penn hitting best total of straight 
picture season. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-30-40), 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO). 
Pitts. not a two-week town, par- 
ticularly in summer, but keeping 
this one second week won't cost 
house anything. Gross looks like 
$7,000, less than half of first week’s 
takings of $15,000, but that’s still 
above the figure site has been ac- 
customed to do of late. Third week 
hardly likely, with ‘Tom Brown of 
Culver’ (U) opening Friday (12). 


Year’ $17,000, ‘Alive’ 
$8,000 on Det. H.0.’s; 
Skyscraper’ $28,500 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 


Two current holdover pictures at 
houses which are regularly week 
stands—‘Thé First Year’ at Fox, and 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ at Down- 
town—town’s best brag in weeks. 
‘The First Year’ holdover remark- 
able, as it is also the first week of 
the elimination of the stage show 
and straight picture policy inaugu- 
ration. 

‘Skyscraper Souls’ getting the 
usual campaign, but will do nicely 
j}at the Michigan at $28,500, and 
| Guilty as Hell’ with Lowe and Mc- 
| Laglen at the Fisher will pull that 
| house out of the depths to big 
| $18,000, 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-83), 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (Metro) and 
stage show. Good $28,500 in view. 
| Last week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
| (Metro) $23,600 for 7% days. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-83), ‘Guilty 
;as Hell’ (Par) and stage show 
‘Looks to big $18,000. Last week 











'BRENT-YOUNG $18,000 





St. Louis, Aug. 8. 


The houses are splitting business 
fairly evenly among themselves this 
week with the Ambassador and Fox 


getting slightly the edge. That's 
due more to the stage attractions 
than to the films. George Brent and 
Loretta Young are at the former 
and Guy Robertson, for three sea- 
sons a favorite at the Muny Opera, 
is at the latter. 

The Missouri theatre is in its last 
week of double features with a 
single picture policy due next week. 
House is now the only first-run 
Paramount theatre in city. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65) 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) and George 
Brent and Loretta Young on stage. 
Film names helping to get more 
than average; $18,000, good. Last 
week ‘War Correspondent’ (Col), 
$19,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55) ‘Pass- 
port to Hell’ (Fox) and Guy Rob- 
ertson, St. Louis Municipal Opera 
favorite, on stage. Singer's follow- 
ing holding up total to around $16,- 


000, very nice. Last week ‘First 
Year’ (Fox), big $20,000. 
Loew’s State (Loew) (3,000; 25- 


35-55) ‘White Zombie’ (UA). Horror 
thriller only fair summer draw 


$10,000. Last week ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ (M-G), $9,900. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-55) 
‘Madame _ Racketeer’ (Par) and 


‘Vanishing Frontier’ (Par). Back 
to straight two-picture policy gross 
drops to $5,500 average. Last week 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ tab and ‘Make 
Me Star’ (Par) split week with 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) and ‘Stran- 
gers of Evening’ (Tiff), $9,700, nice. 








Cincy Ups All Over; 
Local Boy Aids Albee 
With ‘Man’ to $22,500 


Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 


Another winning week for the 
first runs, a comfy gain being indi- 
cated on the combined gross over 
previous seven days. Lyric and 
Palace aided by new product, the 
former house doing the big noise 
thing via the Gaynor-Farrell pic- 
ture. 

Hal Le Roy, who tapped to fame 
after leaving the ‘Home Sweet 
Home’ sign here, has ’em coming 
fast and plenty at the Albee, hold- 
ing up to last week’s take, which 
was the biggest for this theatre in 
some months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)—‘The 
Man Called Back’ (Tiff) and F-M 
‘Chains’ unit with Hal Le Roy add- 
ed as the flesh wallop. The late 
Ziegfeld star tappist is getting type 
honors for the Cincy chap who 
made good in a big way, which 
means something at the b. o. Nagel- 
Kenyon combo featured over screen 
litls Pulling $22,500, tremendous. 
Last week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G) and ‘Reflections’ idea built 
up to a tremendous ditto. 
Palace (RKO) (2,000; 30-55)— 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par). McLaglen- 
Lowe twain large lettered and help- 
ing for $10,000, okay. Last week 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) 
rounded out fortnight’s run with a 
hefty $9,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox). Gaynor and 
Farrell fans in the majority on rush 
to $16,000, a bellringer. Last week 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) justi- 
fied its holdover by drawing dandy 
$9,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). Francis- 
Powell team magneting for $8,700, 
plenty okay. Last week ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G) clicked to a nifty 
ditto. 

Family (RKO* (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Vanishing Frontier’ (Par) and 
‘Hound of Baskervilles’ (Gainsbor- 
ough). Split week. Steady draw 
from pop customers for $3,000, swell. 
Last week ‘Border Devils’ (Stand- 
ard) and ‘Almost Married’ (Fox) 
got $2,600. 








‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) fair 
$13,300. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-55), ‘First Year’ 
(Fox) (2d week). Fair $17,000 in 
view and _ holdover. First week 
same picture did a terrific $40,000. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55), ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) (2d week). 
May better $8,000, okay. Last week 


did a very pretty $19,000. 





Sam Cohen at U. A. 


Sam Cohen, former editor of 
Par’s ‘Around the World,’ distribu- 
tion organ, has joined the staff of 
Hal Horne at United Artists. 

Cohen’s duties will be to handle 
special exploitation for U. A. films 
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Holdovers 


Dent Philly: ‘Purchase, $19,000 
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(Continued from page 7) 


tentative date, as are many others 
which may be changed one way or 
another a week or more. 

U also has ‘Old Dark House,’ 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ and ‘Back 
Street’ completed but for September 
release or later. Latter two shape 
as U’s biggest. ‘O.K, America,’ 
which is on this year’s (1931-'32) 
schedule, won’t even be turned loose 
until September under plans. 

‘Back Street,’ which opened 
Thursday (4) at the Carthay Circle, 
Los Angeles, on a pre-release en- 
gagement, might possibly be moved 
up but doubted with accessories not 
ready on it yet. 


Paramount 


Paramount will release in August 
two of its heavily touted produc- 
tions, ‘Horse Feathers’ (Marx Bros.) 
and ‘Love Me Tonight (Chevalier). 
They are down on the schedule as 
special August releases and go out 
the last of the month, under plans, 
through being forced into the Rivoli 
and Rialto, New York, to avoid 
closing down these houses. 

Par will also release ‘Guilty As 
Hell’ and ‘Devil and the Deep’ in 
August, but is holding back several 
others already completely, notably 
Harold Lloyd’s ‘Movie Crazy’ and 
Dietrich’s ‘Blonde Venus’ for na- 
tional release in September. Others 
by Par and on late release, with 
present too early for verdicts, are 
‘Phantom President,’ Sept. 30, and 
‘Madison Square Garden,’ Oct. 21. 





‘Big Broadcast’ will not go on na- 
tional release until October, nor will 
‘Farewell to Arms’ or ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ (DeMille). Early in Septem- 
ber are listed ‘70,000 Witnesses’ and 
‘Heritage of Desert’ (western). 

W B-F N 

Warner Bros.-First National has 
several pictures it considers big, 
which are being held until Septem- 
ber. Leaders are ‘Life Begins,’ Sept. 
10; ‘A Successful Calamity’ (Ar- 
liss), Sept. 17; ‘Blessed Event’ Oct. 
8, ‘Two Against World’ (Constance 
Bennett), and ‘One Way Passage’ 
(Powell-Francis), won't go out 
until Oct, 22. All of these pic- 
tures are now ready but are. not 
being shoved out into the hot 
weather. ‘Blessed Event’ and ‘Suc- 
cessful Calamity’ have been com- 
pleted for some time. The second 
Ruth Chatterton from WB, ‘The 
Crash,’ will not be released until 
Oct. 1. 

This is all new season’s product 
led off by ‘Doctor X,’ ‘Crooner,’ 
‘Two Against World’ and ‘Ride Him 
Cowboy,’ a western, all on release 
in August. 

Metro 

Metro will send out its first 1932- 
33 picture Aug. 20, ‘Blondie of the 
Follies,’ following it up with ‘Pros- 
perity,’ ‘Grand Hotel’ (now road- 
showing), ‘Strange Interlude’ and 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles,’ dates on 
all of which will probably be in the 
fall. ‘Father and Son,’ ‘Strange In- 
terlude’ and ‘Smilin’ Through,’ ex- 
pected leaders, also, will come later, 
Metro using up most of August 
with films such as ‘Downstairs,’ 


‘Skyscraper Souls’ and ‘Speak 
Easily.’ 

Fox 
Fox is following the _ general 


trend, with its anticipated out- 
standers on the 1932-’33 schedule to 
be released in September, October 
and November. 

‘First Year’ (Gaynor-Farrell), a 
*31-’32 picture, has been held back 
until now. ‘Down to Earth’ 
(Rogers) goes out Aug. 28, although 
picture has been completed some 
time and is being pre-released in 
resort towns only. ‘A Passport to 
Hell’ precedes it on release Aug. 21, 
while ‘Painted Woman’ follows 
Sept. 4. 

Clara Bow’s first, ‘Call Her Sav- 
age,’ will not go out until Oct. 30, 
while the Von Stroheim picture, 
‘Walking Down Broadway,’ will not 
be untied until Nov. 20. ‘Tess of 
the Storm Country’ (Gaynor), from 
which Fox expects much, goes out 
Nov. 27. Two others which are 
counted to shape as big ones, are 
‘State Fair’ (all-star) does not 
release until Dec. 4, and the Frank 
Craven story with Lita Grey Chap- 
lin and the two children will not 
reach the screens nationally until 





here and abroad, 


Dec. 11. ‘Rackety Rax’ is down for 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

After a very good week in the 
downtown sector, indications are 
for a sharp drop. Terrific heat Fri. 
day and Saturday had a marked 
effect on the box offices and there 
is not much promise of recovery. 
The fact that most of the pictures 
are holdovers is also going to have 
a definite effect on grosses. 

“The First Year,” held over at the 
Fox, is likely to do as well if not 
better than its competitors. With 
a new stage show, this Gaynor- 
Farrell picture looks strong enough 
for $17,000 or $18,000, which is con- 

(Continued on page 34) 


BOSTON IN DOLDRUMS; 
‘GUILTY’ MILD $16,000 


Boston, Aug. 8. 

Just another dull summer week 
for the local houses. 

Met climbed high last week with 
‘Rio Rita’ on the stage and ‘First 
Year’ on the screen, with a very 
good $44,000 on eight days, but no 
extra ushers had to be called out to 
handle the crowds at the other 
theatres. 

Currently Keith’s Memorial looks 
pretty good for $18,000, with ‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ and Ted Healy head-«. 
ing the vaudeville. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-83), 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) and stage 
show. Lucky to be much over. $16,- 
000. Last week ‘First Year’ (Fox) 
excellent $44,000, with ‘Rio Rita’ on 
stage, for eight days. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30- 
55-66), ‘Congorilla’ (Fox). Shuffling 
along slowly at about $8,000, slightly 
below last week’s $8,600 with ‘Jewel 
Robbery’ (WB). 

Memorial (RKO) (4,000; 35-55< 
83), ‘American Madness’ (Col) with 
Ted Healy, Armida and five other 











acts on stage. Fair $18,000. Last 
week ‘War Correspondent’ (Col) 
fair $15,200. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55), 


‘Igloo’ (U) and six acts vaudeville. 
Running to $7,500, topping last 
week's $6,700 for ‘Hollywood Speaks’ 
(Col) and Blanche Calloway head- 
ing six-act bill. 





Oct. 2, while ‘Salomy Jane’ is: 
spotted for Oct. 9, 
United Artists 


United Artists will not splurge 
with pictures designed to land pro- 
gram contracts on all the balance 
until September, with Doug Fair- 
banks’ ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ prob- 
ably the first, release date being’ 
Sept. 1. 

‘Rain’ (Crawford), ‘New Yorker” 
(Jolson), ‘Kid from Spain’ (Cantor) 
and ‘Cynara’ (Colman) will all come 
after Sept. 1. U. A. has high hopes 
for these. Al Lichtman has been 
buying pictures from outside pro=- 
ducers or Europe and is still on the 
look, mostly for the reason that he 
wants something. for release ahead 
of these star films. 

‘White Zombie,’ already in circu- 
lation, was taken from the Halperin 
Bros. Another coming, probably 
releasing Aug. 20, is ‘Magic Night,’ 
a British-made, 


Radio 


What is considered Radio’s first 
big picture on the new season will 
be ‘Bird of Paradise,’ on general re- 
lease Aug. 12. Ahead of that is the 
first of the ’32-’33 pictures from this 
company, ‘Age of Consent,’ Aug. 5, 
while behind it will be official na- 
tional release of ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive,’ held back for RKO pre-re- 
lease engagements around the 
country. 

Since ‘Eird of Paradise’ is actual- 
ly a ’31-’32 picture, delivered late, 
Radio's really first big one on the 
new line-up is expected to be by 
that company, ‘Most Dangerous 
Game’ (Cooper-Schoedsack animal 
story), Sept. 16. Other hoped for 
big ones after that will be ‘Bill of 
Divorcement’ (John SBarrymore- 
Billie Burke), Sept. 30, and ‘Rock- 
abye’ (Constance Bennett), Oct. 7. 
Shipping schedule on most of the 
pictures is around a month ahead 
of release dates. 

Columbia 

Columbia's first release on the 
new line-yp is ‘American Madness,’ 
under date of Aug. 15. ‘Night Club 
Lady’ (Menjou), finished, also goes 
out this month. Col. has been hold- 
ing up two current season’s pic- 
tures, ‘War Correspondent’ and 
‘Hollywood Speaks,’ now being re- 
leased, although both were ready in 
June. ‘Night Mayor,’ Jack Holt’s 
‘Polo’ and ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ will all be released in Sep- 
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Buyers for the nation’s giant stores! —— 


Eight picked men and women spending 
$7,000,000 each season! 











































































Knowing the heartbeats of the 
American people who live and 
spend in their trading areas! — 
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1 Their opinions must be sound 
¥" ...for $7,000,000 hangs on 
wal their judgment! 
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TY he 4 ] MRS. ESTELLE BAKER, 
so aw MINNEAPOLIS 


" buy for the women of Minneapolis and know that 
ie ‘Blonde Venus,’ ‘Big Broadcast,’ ‘Movie Crazy,’ and 
P J MARGARET © . ‘Love Me Tonight’ are the type ot pictures they want. | 


Zi 





a / CREEGAN, 1 cannot conceive of any film buyer in Minneapolis 
Fa THE ‘ being foolish enough to ignore this merchandise.” 
EMPORIUM, 


SAN _— © 
FRANCISCO m Salt Lake 


"After looking at the | Y ay ADA BAKER, 


‘new group in the Para- : | ¥) Wm. Taylor & Sons, 
mount office,lam sure ay = CLEVELAND 
the people of southern Denver | . 


California will respond — merchandise in New 


to a program so r ich York that is colorful. These pictures 
in comedy. if I had a appeal to me because casts and 
theatre in, or ‘around, | Sante Fe stories are in that category. A fine 
San Francisco, my. a line of movies for any theatre. 
knowledge of the pub- axe Chevalier in ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
lic would make me buy J . suggests a jolly show, and | get 
these pictures.” f the same light, optimistic, encour 
aging reaction from Harold Lloyd’s 
‘Movie Crazy,’ ‘The Big Broadcast,’ 
and the Four Marx Brothers in 
‘Horse Feathers.’ ” 


“| have been buying 
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W. GRIES, 
STIX, BAER & FULLER, 


$T. LOUIS 


“We have found that people in the Denver 
area have money to spend and buy if they are 
thrown against a bargain. It strikes me that 


Paramount is, consciously or unconsciously, 
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doing that precise thing. | classify pictures as 
little ones or big ones, and | feel that these 
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a eight Paramount pictures, are all big. They 
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JOSEPH 
ZIFFER, 


J. L. HUDSON 
“J COMPANY, 
Detroit, Michigan 


“If | bought films in- 
stead of dry goods, I'd 
buy all eight on sight. 
A theatre owner, like 
any other merchant, 
must know. the pre- 
sent status of public 
faste and gauge the 
future trend. The pub- 
lic wants the stars 
you've got and I! be- 
lieve the pictures have 
enough of the sensa- 
tionally novel about 
them to break down 
the sales resistance 
created by the pre- 
sent economic strese” 
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W. J. SHIELDS, 


WILLIAM. FILENE SONS, 
COMPANY, BOSTON 


“in my opinion, the Bostonians | know 
and the people for whom | purchase 
merchandise will readily accept eight pictures so 
alive with star names and story appeal. | 
believe that theatres that fail to show such movies 
will be doing their own patrons a great injustice.” 
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CLEVELAND 
WILLIAM J. WOLF, 


ASSOCIATED 
MERCHANDISING 
CORPORATION, 
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B. FORMAN CO., 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


“There are two things | demand in merchandise 

1 buy: First — tested materials; second — up-to- 

date execution. | would buy these eight Para- 

mount Pictures, because they include both. I know 

the stability of Paramount.: 1 am 

Z sure of the popularity of these 
So , stars and recognize the promise of 
} | fresh treatment in these stories. If 
| bought for a theatre, I'd buy the 

whole group without hesitancy.” 
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NEW YORK CITY 


“You need hardly ask me. 
New York knows its movies. 
it has shrewd buyers in all 
lines, and how can their judg- 
ment be faulty enough to 
keep such pictures as ‘Movie 
Crazy,’ ‘Blonde Venus,’ ‘ 
Farewell to Arms,’ ‘Horse 
Feathers,’ and ‘Big Broadcast,’ 
from their theatres. 
in fact, it shouldn't 
\ be hard to mer- 
_ \ chandise names 
. and titles like 
J these to anybody, 
anywhere.” 
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BLE 1 B ay 
ARE H pe 


Paramount’s First Group of Eight Pictures 


‘THE PUBLIC SAID, 
“THEY’RE RIGHT!” 


BUYERS FOR THE PUBLIC SAY, 
“THEY’RE RIGHT!” 


NOW WATCH TEN 
THOUSAND BOX- 
OFFICES PROVE 
THEM BOTH RIGHT! 


HAROLD LLOYD “NIGHT AFTER NIGHT” FOUR MARX BROTHERS MIRIAM HOPKINS 
in “Movie Crazy” with George Raft, Nancy in “Horsefeathers” AND CLARK GABLE 
with Constance Cummings Carroll, Mae West, Wynne in “Ne Man of Her Own” 
Gibson, Alison Skipworth “THE BIG BROADCAST” ; 
MARLENE DIETRICH with Stuort Erwin, Leila MAURICE CHEVALIER 
in “Blonde Venus” 


Hymans, Bing Crosby, Burns in “Love Me Tonighi” 
with Herbert Marshall, “A Fartweu To Arms” and Allen, Boswell Sisters, with J tte MacDonald, 


Gory Grant, Directed by with Helen Hayes, Gary Kate Smith, Cab Calloway, @ Rouben Mamoulian 
Josepb Von Sternberg Cooper ohd Adolphe Menjou Mills Brothers, Arthur Tracy Production 





* See Irene Thirer’s Broadway test of the public in this paper of July 26. 
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New Italian Quota Affects French, 


But Not U. S.; Hurts French Par Pix 


+ 


Rome, Aug. 8. 

Italy has passed a quota law to 
retaliate the It 
will keep pictures made in France 
from entering the country. It will 
not affect product coming from the 
United States in any manner, the 
market still being completely open 
here for U. S. films. 

New law is not a prohibition on 
films but strictly a contingent 
proposition. 


Only American company hurt by 
the new law will be Paramount 
which has been planning Italian 
dubbing in Joinville. This being a 
French company and studio the pic- 
tures won't be given admission to 
Italy as pictures dubbed in France 
and Germany are barred. 

Considered extremely likely here 
that a complete anti-foreign dub- 
bing law will be pushed through in 
the course of events. 


new French law. 





Vienna, Aug. 8. 


Definitely decided here to con- 
tinue the past year’s film laws ior 
the next two years and not emulate 
Germany in a stricter quota pro- 
cedure. 

Some talk of a quota law along 
the same lines as Germany’s new 
laws but film men decided Austria 
had nothing to gain by such a pro- 
cedure and everything to _ lose. 
Mostly German films and film ap- 
paratus is used here. 


ELASTIC IFS AND BUTS 
SEEN IN FRENCH QUOTA 


Further examination of the new 
French quota law shows it to be 
replete with loopholes, allowing for 
toughening or easing wherever de- 
sired. Appare-tly wording of the 
law has been made purposely loose 
to take care of any contingency 
that may arrive. 

In article three, section two, a 
stickler appears to be buried in 
that it provides for ex-officio en- 
trance of all talking pictures in the 
French language made by French 
companies or nationals of countries 
where no restrictions are imposed 
on French productions. This might 
be taken as a threat to Germany 
and Italy though leaving the field 
open, for the time being, to the 
United States, as regards this type 
of picture. 

Also article five allows beaucoup 
loopholes though ‘ex-officio classi- 
fication may be denied by reason 
of acts or facts which might be 
termed prejudicial to the good rep- 
utation of France or her interna- 
tional relations,’ and article 2, ‘de- 
nial may be made in tt.e case of 
films produced 2 means of indus- 
trial process:s such as post-syn- 
chronization wien they would en- 
danger the esthetic standard of 
motion picture production or be det- 
rimentai to naticnal production on 
account of lower cost price.’ 

Since the decree, however, is 
drawn up to begin retroactively on 
July 1 and end June 30, 1933, there 
is not much likelihood of any 
changes. American firms are not 
likely to undergo any serious dif- 
ficulties for the coming year as a 
result of the law, unless French 
officialdom decides to use the am- 
biguous verbiage of the above men- 
tioned passages to the advantage of 
local cliques. 











TABRAH’S U. S. 00 


F. Tabrah, general manager of the 
Heaton Assembly Hall Co., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, England, sailed 
back on the S.S. Lancaster Friday 
(4) after a month looking over the- 
atres in the U. S. 

His company runs the Heaton 
Electric Palace cinema in Newcastle, 
as well as several ballrooms and 
other amusements. 


FOX TESTS DRYDEN 
London, July 27. 

Fox Films have taken test of Noel 
Dryden, currently in ‘Cavalcade’ at 
the Drury Lane, which has been 
shipped to America. 

If satisfactory, Dryden will play 
his original part in film. 











CHILLING CAIRO 


Metro’s Egyptian Rep Favors Cool- | 


ing Systems 





Louis Lober, Metro chief in Egypt 
leaves on his return trip today (9) 
aboard the Excalibur which sails 
direct from New York to Cairo. 

He's been here about two months 
looking over new season's product 
and prospects. Also he’s been dis- 
cussing the possibility of having air 
cooling systems brought to Cairo 
for installation :n theatres there. 


MG Expects N. Y. 
Okay to Cease 
Foreign Prod. 





Culver City, Aug. 8. 

Although waiting definite word 
from New York, belief at Metro is 
that due to recent acceptance of the 
French and German quota regula- 
tions, studio will wind up foreign 
production with completion of cur- 
rent product. Also considered like- 
ly that any future dubbing will be 
done in France and Germany. 

Present slate calls for 14 more 
French, but it’s not likely any pic- 
tures will be started after three 
now in production are completed. 
French version of ‘Prosperity’ was 
halted early last week for recast- 
ing, but there’s no doubt this will 
go back into production. 

Last week it was decided to re- 


start the double unit system on 
French to get as many into France 
before passage of the quota law, 
but later this doubling up was again 
halted. Studio continues to lay off 
crews and talent, with Roger Beau- 
mont and Louis Harari, French 
writers and assistant directors, 
newest off the payroll. Horst Teetz- 
man, German double for Jackie 
Cooper, is being sent home. 





Although the French law is retro- 
active to July 1, it is Arthur Loew's 
belief that any dubbed pictures al- 
ready made or in the process of 
manufacture will be allowed to 
enter France through special dis- 
pensation of the French govern- 
ment. It is lack of certainty on this 
matter that is halting the absolute 
lay-off crder on foreigns. 

Loew will be on the Coast again 
in about two weeks with action 
probable at that time, 


KODAK MONEY IN ON 
ADOLPHE OSSO’S FILMS 


Paris, Aug. 8. 


American capital, in this case 
Eastman Kodak, is contributing to 
Osso’s film financing. This through 
purchase of a block of Osso’s re- 
cently issued debentures. 

Adolphe Osso was Paramount's 
distribution manager here until go- 
ing into independent film production 
three years ago. 








HERBERT MASON’S SHIFT 
London, July 27. 


Herbert Mason, for last four years 
head of Gaumont-British stage pro- 
ductions, is being switched over to 
the G-B picture producing side. 

Jack Swinburne, who assisted 


Mason ,and was for many years 
Alfredo’s manager, takes Mason's! 
job. 





CENSORS’ 3D TURNDOWN 

New York censor board has re- 
fused for a third time to budge on 
its rejection of ‘Maedchen in Uni- 
form,’ German talker. Censors don’t 
like the theme of the film although 
admitting there's nothing specific 
in the action for objection. 

John Krimksy has the picture for 
the States. 





First in 5 Yrs. 


London, July 30. 
Paramount called a London 
convention of its salesmen and 
branch managers in England, 
Scotland and Ireland July 30- 
Aug. 2 to inaugurate the cam- 
paign over there. Idea is to 


have all comers in on the Par 
push period. 

First time an American film 
company has had a European 
convention in more than five 


years. 














FOX TAKES NATAN’S 
WAR FILM FOR U. S. 


Paris, Aug. 1. 

Fox has bought Natan’s pacifistic 
war film, ‘Croix de_ Bois,’ for 
America. Preduction, which was a 
big success here, and will be re- 
leased in Germany as soon as po- 
litical situation there permits, will 
not be released :n the same form in 
the States. Some of the story and 
shots will be used, but will be in- 
corporated in a Hollywood adapta- 
tion. 

This is a replica of the now com- 
mon process of treating American 
product here for local consumption 
but with magnified American angle. 

Transaction is significant since 
Fox and Natan are competing here 
in the newsreel field. 








‘Bo’ Dowiing Better 


Ambrose S. Dowling, foreign head 
of Radio, returned to his desk yes- 
terday (8), after a month's ab- 
sence due to illness. 

Soon as he straightens out his 
current business affairs he’ll start to 
Hollywood to look over current pro- 
duction. 





Harold Smith’s Broken Arm 
Paris, July 27. 

Harold Smith, Will Hays’ repre- 
sentative here, is in the American 
hospital with a broken arm. Frac- 
ture has been set by Dr. Charles 
Bove and no complications expected. 

Accident happened during the 
American club outing in a game of 
baseball. 





FN Cutter Sails 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Arthur Taveres, head film cutter 
for First National, goes to London 
to take over a similar position with 
Gainsborough, 


Electrical Pact and N. Y. Matters 


| 
| 





Par’s ‘M’ Option 


Paramount has taken a month's 
option on ‘M,’ German thriller made 
by Nerc. to consider the advisabil- 
ity of dubbing the picture for the 
U. S. market. 

‘M’ was previcusly negotiated for 
by Columbia. 


Open Sesame 
For Brit. Pix 
In Dominion 





Ottawa, Aug. 8. 


The die has been cast at the Im- 
perial Economic Conference with 
respect to the motion picture in- 
dustry. Prime Minister R. B. Ben- 
nett of Canada has given definite 
proposals to the British delegates 
at the Empire Parley which pro- 
vide for duty-free importation into 
the Dominion of British films, cam- 
eras and projection equipment as a 
concession to the picture industry 
in the United Kingdom. This has 
been done as a substitute for the 
creation of British film quota laws 
in Canada, 

Most everybody has expressed 
satisfaction with this result, in- 
cluding M. Neville Kearney, repre- 
senting the Film Industries Depart- 
ment of the Federation of British 
Industries, London. 

The du’‘:-free provision for Bri- 
tish films entering Canada was in- 
cluded in a lengthy list of articles 
which, Bennett announced, would 
be given this increased preferential 
treatment. 

Means that the Canadian duty on 
British films of 1%c. per lineal foot 
is to be wiped off, while the Cana- 
dian tariff against films imported 
from the U. S. remains at 3c. per 
lineal foot approximately. In other 
words, it is a 100% increase in pref- 
erence for British films. 

The tariff revision will 
effective with the introduction of 


become 





| (Continued on page 39) 





Egyptian Talker Production Is Quite 
Active; State Dept. Ogles U. S. Mart 





By EDWARI ASSWAD 


Alexandria, July 28. 

The Department of Commerce and 
Industry has sent letters to all 
Egyptian film companies, including 
Nahas, Ramses, Lawrence, Misr, 
Fatma Rushdy, Isis Film (Aziza 
Emir), expressing the desire of ex- 
hibiting Egyptian pictures in for- 
eign countries, especially in the 
U. S. A. 

Film promoters in this country 
are making every effort to modern- 
ize the film industry by importing 
all the necessary equipment and ac- 
cessories for the production of 
sound pictures. 

The Egyptian silent picture, ‘Un- 
der Moonlight,’ featuring Ansaf 
Rushdy and Abdel Moty Hegazy, 
has been dubbed into sound by the 
Egypt Awakening Film Co. Picture 
is now in Alexandria at the Olympia 
theatre. 





Awwad Yussef, ma:ager of the 
Awwad Film Co. of Palestine, closed 
with film owners here for the ex- 
hibiting of Egyptian films in the 
Near East and Morocco, Algiers and 
Tunis. He also concluded arrange- 
ments with Egypt Awakening Film 
Co. for ‘Under Moonlight’ in India. 





The Syrian censorship depart- 
ment at Damascus has ordered some 
modifications in the Franco-Arab 
film, ‘The Sons of the Rich,’ pro- 
duced by Yussef Wahby, before 
presentation in that city. 





An Egyptian talker, ‘Victims,’ be- 
ing produced by Fanar Films under 
the direction of Mahmud Hamdy. 
It is interesting to note among the 
cast Behidja Hafez, Zaki Rostom, 
Atalla Mikhail and Abdel Salam El 
Nabulsi are daughters of the late 
famous playwiight, Tanious Abdou. 





The Finance Ministry has ap- 
proved renewing the contract of 


Abiad for lectures at the theatrical 
institute for a further period of one 
year at a salary of $1,200. 





Said Khalil, member of Fatma 
Rushdy’s company, off to Germany 
for theatrical purposes. 





Assia, well-known Egyptian film 
star, now in Palestine and Syria on 
personal appearances with her film, 
‘The Remorse.’ 





The Egyptian dancer, Badia Ma- 
sabny, has opened her summer es- 
tablishment opposite the English 
bridge at Zamalek near Cairo, pro- 
viding both European and Egyptian 
attractions. 

Beauty contest among all dancers 
in her establishment is drawing 
large houses, 





The consul of Austria in Egypt 
informed Alexandria municipality 
that the Opera Company of Vienna 
will visit Egypt to perform .wome 
plays at the Cairo Royal Opera 
House and on the Alhambra stage 
at Alexandria. The Egyptian gov- 
ernment has granted the companya 
subsidy for the performances at the 
Royal Opera House. As regards 
Alexandria, the director-general of 
the Municipal Commission has 
drawn up a note with a view to 
subsidizing this company during 
their stay in this city. 

The authoress, Marcella Darali, 
on a recent visit te Egypt broadcast 
via SABO her new play, ‘The Pres- 
ent,’ which will be performed in 
French by a group of artistes. 





Mohamed Abdel Wahzb, foremost 
singer in Egypt, to Vienna for con- 
certs. 

The comedian Nagib Rihaon!f has 
resumed at the Summer Follies the- 





atre at Giza. 





May Bring Henkel, Tobis Head, Over 


Berlin, Aug. 8. 
Dr. Hans Henkel, head of Tobis, 
is considering going to New York 
within the next month to attend to 
Tobis matters there. Milton 


Diamond is Tobis’ representative in 
New York as well as heading Tobis 


Forenfilms, the American Tobis 
company intended chiefly as a dis- 
tributor of German films in the 


U. S. 

Joseph H. Seidelman, of Para- 
mount, arrived here Saturday (6) 
and will go into conference with 
Tobis on the matter of royalties. 
Tobis is understood to be attempt- 
ing to collect money from Para- 
mount allegedly due for royalties 
under terms of the Paris electrical 
pact. Not considered likely that 
there will be any legal trouble since 
Tobis is anxious to retain its stand- 


ing with Paramount and other 
American film concerns. 
Paris Pact 


A more definite understanding on 
the entire matter of Tobis electrical 
royalties is reported desired by the 
American trade. Tobis several 
months ago informed U. S. com- 
panies that the Paris pact was off 
as far as this company was con- 
cerned. Another recent letter from 
Tobis to U. S. companies stated 
things were patched up and the 
Paris pact was again in force. 

Totis is beginning to breathe 
more freely locally due to reorgani- 
zation. The Tobis holding company 
in Amsterdam underwent a com- 
plete financial reorganization with 
the German and French companies 
put on a more comfortable basis. 
Dr. Henkel, previously in charge of 
only the Paris company, is now 
heading both Paris and Ferlin of- 
fices. To put the New York en: in 
the shape he wants it is said to be 
behind Dr. Henkel’s prospective 
trip to the States. 


U. S. Angles 


Nerofilms, of Germany, has filed 
suit in New York against Tobis 
Forenfilms for $3,500 claimed due 
on ‘Westfront 1918,’ released in the 
U. S. as ‘Comrades of 1918.’ Tobis 
lorenfilms had contracted, the com- 
plaint states, for the U. S. and 
Canadian rights on a minimum 
guarantee of $15,000. Later, the 
Canadian rights were taken back 
by Nero and an agreement made for 
Tobis to pay a $6,500 guarantee for 
the U. S. rights alone. At time of 
the agreement, $3,000 was paid. 

Nero charges it has never been 
able to obtain the rest of the amount 
due, so is suing for $3,500 plus an 
accounting. Hutter & Rosenbloom 
are representing Nero. 

Thursday (4) Tobis Forenfilms 
completed an agreement with Stan- 
ley Distributing Co., of New York, 
for that firm to handle all bookings 
of films distributed in the U. S. and 
Canada. Arrangement now will be, 
according to Tobis Forenfilms, that 
Stanley will book and date the 
Tobis pictures with Tobis to attend 
to actual distribution, meaning ship- 
ment of prints and accessories, 





Cap’s Old ‘Rasp’ 


Capital Films has taken over the 
distribution rights on ‘Rasputin,’ 
German silent made by Martin Ber- 
ger, and will ship the film out na- 
tionally. 

Picture was taken off the shelf 
several weeks ago upon announce- 
ment by Metro that the Barry- 
mores would be starred in a Ras- 
putin story. Old picture was shoved 
into the Europa, Baltimore, on a 
test and played five weeks in the 
300-seat house. It has also played 
Philadelphia and New York sure- 
seaters, 





Germany Halts ‘Hatchet’ 


Edward G: Robinson’s ‘Hatchet 
Man’ (F:!) has been barred by 
Germany. 


Understood the German censors 
took cognizance of China's official 
resentment of the film’s subject 
matter. Film was previously barred 
in Shanghai. 








Aziza Emir’s Film 
Alexandria, July 28. 





Aziza Emir, Egyptian firm star, 
has completed the silent parts of 
| her new film, ‘Exxpiation.’ She will 


soon begin the talking and singing 
parts to have entire film ready for 
next season, 
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STARTS THE GREATEST RADIO 
TIE-UP IN SHOW HISTORY 


58 Stations of the NBC Red Net- 
work in a Coast to Coast Broad- 
cast for 6 consecutive weeks will 
sell this picture as no pic- 
ture was ever sold. 



































































BEGIN NOW!... 


HOOK UP YOUR THEATRE TO THE 
HUNDRED MILLION Who Will Play 
The Detective Role in This Astounding 
Mystery Drama As It Is Told Chapter 
by Chapter... . all except’the last. . 








smashing climax... on the air! 











100 CASH AWARDS WITH A’CAPITAL 
PRIZE OF $1500 FOR THE BEST 
ORIGINAL ENDINGS TO THE MYSTERY 














Here Is A Showman’s Show! Never, in all amuse- 
ment history, has an attraction been presented 
with such a mammoth advance campaign! 
Thousands upon thousands of dollars are being 
spent to assure record breaking attendance to 
every theatre playing this amazing mystery 
drama and featuring one of the finest casts 
ever seen in a motion picture . . 


The story told on the air from 58 NBC 


stations every Friday from August 
26th ro September 30th, inclusive 


THEN RELEASED IN ONE SMASHING 
BIG FEATURE PRODUCTION OCT. 14! 
CONTEST CLOSES OCT. 10, 1932 





EVERYTHING A SHOW- & 
MAN COULD ASK FOR! & 


aR 





Free posters! Free heralds with 4 
contest rules! Free trailers!... & | | 








Display ads on radio pages of the 
country’s leading newspapers! 


15 full page ads in Sept., Oct. and 
Nov. issues of leading motion | 
picture fan magazines! | 


‘Radio Announcements To Instruct Listeners To Ask At 
Their Local Theatre For Contest Rules and Prize List! . . 
Graham McNamee Announcing! Famous Authors and 


3 2 an ICTURES - Besser ee 
2 SERROADCAST SPECIAL yo EVERYONE WHO CAN READ OR 





HEAR WILL KNOW ABOUT IT! | 


&. FEATURE PICTURE SOLD TO AMERICA’S MILLIONS 
» CONTINUOUSLY FOR TWO MONTHS BEFORE RELEASE 
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| Talking Shorts 








‘iF I'M ELECTED’ 
Novelty Sketch 
10 Mins.; 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1405 


Has that political timeliness which 
attaches to its novelty for release 
at this time of the year plus laugh 
value. Not particularly well en- 
acted nor directed but catches the 
spirit of travesty intended and gets 
by. Okay for the average first run. 

Short opens with a nominee for 
Governor telling the folks what he'll 
do if elected, with cuts to side 
scenes carrying out his promises. 
They arc strictly hoke, such as 
highly cultured British types as 
street cleaners who will concern 
themselves with the comfort of late 
sleepers on collecting garbage pails. 

Others, also with laugh finishes, 
are fourth degree for police using 
pash gals to induce a confession, 
and a system of being nice to muggs 
who have to pay income tax, allow- 
ing all kinds of time, deductions, 
etc. Char, 


‘FL\.NG SPIKES’ 
Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
Sports 

9 Mins. 


.Loew’s New York, N. Y. 


Metro 


Pete Smith's voice talks offscreen 
describing humorously anc seri- 
ously the technique of foot running 
as exhibited in the short by run- 
ners borrowed for the purpose 
through the courtesy of the Ama- 
teur Athletic Union. High jumping 
and javelin throwing is also shown 
with a framed takeoff of the same 
thing as done 15 or 50 years ago. 
Purely novelty, and in view of the 
fact the newsreels are showing the 
real thing in the Olympics, this 
short loses much value except as 
filler in the minor spots. Some slow 
motion and speeding up of the cam- 
era offers screwy effects for faint 
humor. Shan. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
*Desert Tripoli’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

Among the outstanding episodes 
fn the Carpet, ‘Desert Tripoli’ rates 
prominently. Not only in the ex- 
ceptional photography, which is 
characteristic of most of the series, 
but in unusual slants. 

More real information about 
Tripoli is contained in this episode’s 
10 minutes of running time than 
could be gleaned from hours spent 
with books. 

The city’s water works,.with men 
lifting buckets of water constantly; 
children at school; the interior of a 
Synagogue durin;; services; city 
streets and ceremonies—they are all 
in this production. Waly. 


*OLD SONGS FOR NEW’ 
Songlog in Color 
10 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 
Paramount 

Georgie Stoll and his band shown 
{n musical takeoffs against a cafe 
setting in costumes and otherwise 
in a none too apt musical piece 
that also has some vocal work. Color 
not altogether attractive and the 
music as heard none too appealing. 
Stoll does m. c. on the screen, in- 
troducing the numbers, some of 
which are attempts to be funny. 
Mediocre matter rating filler grade 
for the minor outlets. 

Stoll asks the customers to recall 
his themes as he starts playing 


them. Maybe they can, but it doesn’t 
Feally matter. Shan. 
CRADLES OF CREED 
Educational; 9 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Every theatre in the country 


Should book this short, and every 
School and college should keep a 
print in its library. It is an ex- 
ceptionally good piece of work. But 
it is astounding in educational 
value. 

Taking the five great creeds of the 
world, it explains each with a brev- 
ity and simplicity which the young- 
ést school child can comprehend. 

Starting with the Hindu it 
¢ourses down through Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity and Moham- 
modanism. Waly. 





‘KID GLOVE KISSES’ 
Slapsticker 
2 Reels; 20 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Universal 

Slim Summerville bugler short 
with Eddie Gribbon as principal foil 
and Edward LeSaint as the army 
officer whose daughter is courted by 
both the bugler (Summerville) and 
Set. Gribbon. 

Culminates in the hokum pugi- 
listic finale, hence the title, inter- | 
spersed with several original com- 





edy bits. Packs quite a few laughs 
and an above-par comedy twin- 
Peeler. Abel, 





TED HUSING 
‘Sports Slants’ 


Vitaphone No. 1409 


Far more interesting than the last 
one in this series and better done 
by Husing. He has more to work 
with. 

Trials for the Olympic Games are 
covered. Short is fast and moves 
by virtue of a lot of athletics 
crowded into it, including running 
races, hurdling, pole-vaulting, broad 
jumps, putting shot, throwing dis- 
cus and sprinting. 

There are some newsreel shots, 
but it doesn’t matter. No women 
included in the trials. Char. 


‘BOSKO AT THE BEACH’ 
Looney Tunes Series 
Cartoon 
7 Mins.; 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone No. 5345 


Well-made and entertaining car- 
toon having to do with Bosko's day 
at the beach and a picnic party with 
his girl, plus a life-saving gag for a 
finish. 

Considerable singing and dialog. 
Song double during picnic sequence 
very well worked up. 

Cartoon has better pace than 
most, Char. 





DOCTOR X 


(TECHNICOLOR) 


First National production and Warner 
Bros.-First National release. Directed by 
Michael Curtiz. Based on. play by How- 
ard W. Comstock and Allen C. Miller, with 
adaptation and dialog by Robert Tasker 
and Earl Baldwin. Photography by Ray 
Ranahan and Richard Towers. At Strand, 
New York, starting Wednesday, Aug. 
Running time, 77 mins. 

Doctor Xavier, head of research 


Laboratory ..ccccoceccsccce Lionel Atwill 
Lee, a newspaper reporter...... Lee Tracy 
Joan, Dr. X’s daughter......... Fay Wray 
De, Well@scccoccovercsscsens Preston Foster 
Dr. Rowitz........ Arthur Edmund Carewe 
Dp. Haimes..ccccosecccccescvcee John Wray 
De, DURO scsi ccc cvsoseccves Harry Beresford 


Otto, Dr. X's brother......George Rosener 
Mamie, Dr. X’s housekeéper..Leila Bennett 
Stevens, police commissioner, 

Robert Warwick 


O'Halloran, Stevens’ assistant, 

Willard Robertson 
MBAR. ccc ccccceccccsecsces Thomas Jackson 
Policeman ....cccorcerecces Harry Holman 
The Sheriff........-0« ovececsece Tom Dugan 
The Madame.....ccccssseces »».-Moe Busch 





‘Doctor X’ combines the horripi- 
lating and the mysterious success- 
fully enough on both counts, plus a 
good color job, to insure results 


that top recent house averages. It 
won't do sensational business with 
few possible exceptions, but can be 
counted on to hold up generally 
everywhere, especially if properly 
merchandised. 

Over and above the chiller and 
murder mystery angles, there's also 
the doctor cycle offshoot for what- 
ever possible value that may mean. 
Nothing has been overlooked on de- 
tail in providing a heavy doctor 
touch, plus sets of intricate labora- 
tory and surgical apparatus which 
in itself is sometimes a little grue- 
some. 

Particularly when it is evident 
that fiendish murders by the dozen 
may be committed any minute, does 
the elaborate sets take on a creeps 
significance. They have been well 
done, with the color lending much, 
and will probably have the women 
folks scared to death in future of 
all doctors, hospitals, etc. 

A lot of ‘Doctor X’ is routine, in- 
cluding the love interest and the 
conventional murder mystery tech- 
nique and background, but with 
material of three cycles involved, it 
does not become tedious. At the 
Strand on opening night, many peo- 
ple laughed when sinister hands ap- 
peared out of the dark, someone 
was suddenly dropped through a 
trap or a monstrous, weird face 
came into focus. 

The laughs might indicate that 
hardened film-goers, including wo- 
men, are getting used to seeing 
some of these things overdone. 
Nothing could be more unwelcome- 
looking than the makeup of Preston 
Foster, murder maniac, yet the 
Strand’s audience accepted it hu- 
morously. 

Story is well done and with ad- 
mirable restraint, although on oc- 
casion it relies on old tricks of the 
murder mystery writing craft to 
throw the audience off the right 
trace, suspecting everyone but the 
man who's guilty. It also makes 
of Lee Tracy’s newspaper reporter 
role something that does not hew so 
close to the line of reality. 

Lionel Atwill overshadows every- 
one as the head of a surgical re- 
search laboratory, under the roof of 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Doctor X’ (WB-FN). A little 
from each of three cycles— 
murder mysteries, chillers and 
doctor stories. Will do better 
than average business, maybe 
hitting high grosses if expert- 
ly sold. Lionel Atwill steals 
picture in well written and 
acted doctor role. 

‘American Madness’ (Col). 
Timely, punchy story about a 
bedeviled bank president 
(Walter Huston) who gets his 
own marital and banking situ- 
ations straightened out for a 
happy ending after being besct 
by a multiplicity of harassing 
complications. These include 
a bank run, which is success- 
fully bested plus romantic in- 
terludes. 

‘Skyscraper Souls’ (Metro). 
Excellent cast and ditto per- 
formances only recommenda- 
tion. Lacks other necessary 
ingredients for high rating. 
Warren William featured. 

‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par.) Mur- 
der story with the audience on 
the inside from the _ start 
Nicely paced and well acted 
with enough comedy relief to 
appeal to those who dislike the 
gruesome plays. 

‘Scarlet Brand’ (Big 4). 
Conventional horse opera with 
Bob Custer. Good photog- 
raphy, but slow action. 

















Wray, unless they’ve seen her late- 


‘ly. She is a greatly changed per- 


sonality but for the better. As the 
daughter of the surgical lab’s boss, 
she quickly becomes involved with 
the reporter who finally saves her 
life from the big killer. 

Latter is a doctor whose left hand 
is missing. This lets him out 4s a 
suspect, but it’s he who does the 
big strangulation stuff by means of 
synthetic. flesh (there’s no mention 
of bones) which he has perfected, 
providing him with an extra hand 
whenever he needs it. 

As an all-color production, this 
is the first from Warner Bros. in 
about two years. There may be 
others, with WB using up their 
Technicolor contract that .way as 
well as with color shorts. The tint- 
ing in ‘Doctor X’ is at all times 
soft rather than strongly dcfined 
and after a time does not distract 
attention. Char. 


AMERICAN MADNESS 


Columbia production and release featuring 
Walter Huston. Directed by Frank Capra 
from story and dialog by Robert Riskin. 
Assistant director, C. C. Coleman; camera, 
Joseph Walker; sound, E. L. Bernds; 





editor, Maurice Wright. Running time, 
75> mins. At Mayfair, N. Y:, commencing 
Aug. 4. 

pe Bey ee eee Walter Huston 
EN SST rs eT Pat O’Brien 
Mrs. Dickson. . Kay Johnson 
Helen, 2.0 scccseseccess Constance Cummings 
CUBR. acccccccesevostssccence Gavin Gordon 
Dude Finlay... ccccccvocveccess Robert Ellis 
Cluett’s Secretary......++-++.- Jeanne Sorel 
BONUS, 6 coc ccccccsccccsesess Walter Walker 
XP ERSUURs cccccccecnasececes Burton Churchill 
TVGB. cccccvccccccccccesteseszece Arthur Hoyt 
AGRORE: oc cctcrcccdtoccses Edward Martindale 
GIRS se cc vctevecceccetscsnes Edwin Maxwell 
INSPOCTOP.. cccccecs Robert Emmet O'Connor 
CRAPS. .cccccbccccsnccceses Anderson Lawo 


‘American Madness’ is a money 
picture. That goes both ways. It’s 
about money and banks and spells 
dough for the boxoffice. It’s timely, 
topical, human, dramatic, punchy 
and good entertainment at one and 
the same time. 

It requires a little footage to 
establish the premise, which ac- 
counts for its introductory slow- 
ness, but once it gets under way 
it’s full of vigorous dramatics. 

The ‘Grand Hotel’ keynote having 
been favorably * established, the 
analogy of a banking institution to 


a hostelry is incidental, but none 
the less remindful of the same 
treatment. All action transpires in 
the bank—vaults, paying tellers’ 


windows, directorate’s board room, 
bank president's’ private office, 
cashier's office, etc.—with two or 
three minor exceptions. 

Originally titled ‘Money,’ a not 
bad label either, ‘American Mad- 
ness’ should be the bankers’ delight. 
It's a natural for an A. B. A. tie-up 
on exploitation. Its preachment on 
the bank’s good-will relations with 
its depositors has even interested 
ISuge.e Meyer, Jr., the Govern- 
ment’s financial expert. 

Against a melodramatic back- | 
ground of a philandering cashier's 
complications with a racketeering 
mob is a romance between Pat| 
O’Brien and Constance Cummings, | 


| sponsored by Huston, the bank prez, | 


|who is equally devoted to his wife 


which several maniacal murders 
have been committed. Dialog given 
him impresses more vividly than 
the lines given anyone else in the 
picture, and Atwill, on delivery, | 


| does an exceptionally fine job. 


Atwill’s is a much stronger part 
than that given Tracy. It’s 
much better written and carries a 
great deal more conviction. 

Audiences won't recognize Fay 


| 


ilso | 


| 
| 


(Kay Johnson). Gavin Gordon is | 


| the involved cashier. O’Brien has 
just been promoted to assistant 
-ashier. | 
With the ~public’s exaggerated | 
conception of the bank's loss | 


| 


through a robbery, a run is created. 


Huston seeks to stave it off by 
throwing in his own resources, but 
is balked by a stubborn directorate 


which is finally won over by. the 
sight of the small clients coming to 
Huston's aid with deposits amidst 
the tumultous number of with- 
drawals. It was these small mer- 
chants who created a breach be- 
tween the directors and Huston over 
his pseudo-ill judgment in making 
too liberal loans under present con- 
ditions 

At this point Huston forcefully 


interprets some practical reasons 
for the banks not tightening up on 
money in these parlous times; that 
merchants who have been success- 
ful for so many years have not only 
been taught extra caution at this 
time, but that the curtailment of 
credit creates a vicious. circle 
through unemployment, depression, 
etc. 

Film's appeal is strong. It's swell 
propaganda against hoarding, frozen 
assets and other economic evils 
which 1932 Hooverism has created. 

At the same time it’s punchy en- 
tertainment with lots of heart in- 
terest and not a little melodra- 
matics. 

The mob scenes in the bank run 
are exceedingly well handled with 
just enough of the pathos highlights 
to punctuate it without becoming 
formula 


Capra's direction throughout is 
big time. Same goes for everything 
from casting to sound and produc- 
tion. Abel. 


SKYSCRAPER SOULS 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and. re- 
lease. Warren William featured. Directed 
by Edgar Selwyn. Adapted by C. Gardner 
Sullivan from Faith Baldwin's novel, ‘Sky- 
seraper.’ Dialog by Elmer. Harris. Wil- 
liam Daniels, photog. At the Capitol, New 
js my week of Aug. 4. Running time, 99 
mins, 






we | ee Warren. William 
MEET 3 gx on 56 o0eu cae wekk Maureen O'Sullivan 
OGG". c0ccsctenedacts ont Gregory Matoff 
St 0n<¢ 6h ¢euhs bh eabes ees chel Anita Page 
SE need bob oceees ++. Verree Teasdale 
yr OES PR Peers oe Norman Foster 
Jake Pe BET PS eee ee Jean Hersholt 
En: S oueeSi6 bens eeccehe neue Wallace Ford 
MND 6 540 o's oviceees een Hedda Hopper 
Myra 


tr ay ee eee Helen Coburn 


First-rate cast and production 
dropped on a bush-league scenario, 
a not uncommon occurrence. In this 
instance the players are hardly 
more than a pair of crutches to 
make a lame plot’s limping a bit 
easier. At the Capitol the picture 
was geared far beyond natural 
length to run 99 minutes. 

C. Gardner Sullivan's free adapta- 
tion of Faith Baldwin’s ‘Skyscraper’ 
makes this a sort of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
in an office building. It takes its 
place in a cycle that included fun in 
hotel, in a railroad station, and on a 
boat. The building in this case is 
100 stories high, and just so there 
won't be any false impressions, the 
miniatures show the Empire State 
building next to it. Toward the fin- 
ish one of the several ruined ladies 
in the story does a brodie off the 
top. It’s intended as a climax 
punch, but misses. Seeing women 
jump off tail buildings isn’t among 
the joys obtainable from theatre- 
going. 

Warren William mooches away 
with the works. On a loan from 
Warners, he’s in good company in 
this cast. From the stately Verree 
Teasdale to the dimpled Maureen 
O'Sullivan, his femme support is 
extra special, while the underlined 
men, including Norman Foster, Jean 
Hersholt and Wallace Ford, are no 
slouches.. The acting they contrib- 
ute gives the picture all its value, 
frequently even making for ex- 
tremely interesting moments. But 
these moments are interesting only 
so long as the trouping can sustain 
them, and that’s never very long. 

The Don Juanish financial genius 
and owner of the structure and sev- 
eral of his tenants have their lives 
loosely interwoven by the scenario 
department to provide for a pano- 
ramic effect of what might go on in 
a modern building of steel and 
stone. They're shown at work and 
at play. They do a lot more play- 
ing than working, especially the 
landlord, who mixes his dames with 
his dimes and manages to snatch 
plenty of both. Lots of other stuff, 
some happy and some tragic, goes 
on and on and on elsewhere in the 
building. 

Score at the finish is three deaths 
—one by murder, one by suicide, and 
one by accident—two happy mar- 
riages, a flock of lambs fleeced in 
the market, and a satisfied widow 
who sells the house of pathos after 
her owner-husband is bumped off. 

William makes the most of a 
financial giant who's ruthless in his 
business and romance methods. His 
faithful and devoted combination 
secretary and lady love shoots him 
at the end, just after he double- 
crosses his associates to obtain his 





life’s ambition—complete ownership 
of the building. He double-crosses 
his sec, too, by going on the make 


| for his sec’s more youthful sec, and 


that’s why she plugs him. It just 
goes to show that it doesn’t pay to 
be a wise guy 
Some of the bits, besides the lead | 
performances, ire gems. Anita | 
| Page and Helen Coburn haye a cou- 
ple chances apiece to emote and 
take full advantage. The hardest 
| workers among the unbilled players | 
are ihe building's elevator operators. | 
Bige. 





GUILTY AS HELL 


Paramount productton and release fron 


the stage play ‘Riddle Me This’ by Daniel 
Rubin Features Edmund Lowe, Victor 
McLaglen, Richard Arlen, Adrienne Ames 
and Ralph Ince Directed by Erle Kenton. 
Screen play by Arthur Kober and Frank 
Partos Karl Struss, camera W-E record- 
ing At the Paramount N Y for one 
week commencing Aug. 5 Running time, 
&2 mins 

Russell Kirk.......-. Edmund Lowe 
Detective McKinley. ... Victor McLaglen 
Frank Marsh.........e+:+:. ..Richard Arlen 
Jack Reed... .ccccececes ..Ralph Ince 
Vera Marah.......+-+e .....Adrienne Ames 
Dr. Tindall. ..ccccsecss Henry Stephenson 
Mra. Ward...cecerseees [Elizabeth Patterson 
Tulia Reed... ccccccccercsceses Noel Francis 
See. GES os ck cviovedeoses ceuen Arnold Lucy 
Sergt 


BROOCN 6 sik o's vals ose Willard Robertson 
Detective Duffy... ............Fred Kelsey 
Detective Brown.......++..-> Earl Pingree 


Dire. BRU. . «wine ettcsegeees Lillian Harmer 
Dr.. GOoGmMa;»nt....cccrsccess Gordon Westcott 
Mrs. TinGall....cscsscecccecess Claire Dodd 
tovernor....... Davidson 


....William B. 
District Attorney...........Richard Tucker 


Done from the stage play, ‘Riddle 
Me This,’ shown in New York the 
season just closed, Paramount evi- 
dently figured that the title would 
be a hindrance and changed. Just 
how much it will profit by the 
change is more or less of a problem 
to theatres catering to the family 
trade. It may hold some away from 
a murder story which is not a mys- 
tery, since the audience is in on the 
murder and which is made to rise 
above the average by virtue of good 
acting and comedy relief which is 
not the usual clumsy bore. ‘Guilty’ 
is excellent entertainment and 
should do a good business where the 
title does not hurt. It is good 


; enough to warrant a change of title 


where managers think that the ‘hell’ 
will injure, for the title is by no 
means indicative of the story or its 
handling. Should gross satisfac- 
torily. in the big houses and hold up 
down the line. Maybe the word 
won't hurt since ‘Merrily We Go to 
Hell’ was a big grosser in spite of 
the sputtering from some quarters, 
and ‘Par may have figured this 
might repeat. 

In its last analysis the play has 
been made over into another Ser- 
geant Quirt and Captain Plage, with 
Edmund Lowe and Victor McLaglen 
once more the friendly rivals. 
Worked in so that it does not ap- 
pear to have been dragged in by the 
scruff of the neck, and motives the 
police acceptance of an utterly im- 
possible newspaper reporter, 


Story opens with the physician 
who plans the perfect crime. He 
dons rubber gloves, strangles his 
faithless wife, lays his trap for the 
interloper, establishes an alibi, and 
lets the law take its course. The 
suspicions planted hold good until 
near the close in spite of the efforts 
of the young reporter, Russell Kirk, 
who takes an interest in the case 
because he is trying to make the 
suspect's sister. The closing punch 
comes when, after he has saved the 
boy’s life, the girl innocently tells 
that she is engaged to another man; 
so the detective and his repertorial 
pal settle down to a new chase with 
clues from their little memo books, 
Technically the story is thus given 
an unhappy ending, but it fits, ard 
the audience feels it is better so. 
The reporter never would have 
made a faithful husband. 

Following the commission of the 
murder, the story goes into the 
strongly comic vein, and humor is 
not lacking even in the police ex- 
amination of the apartment, with 
the victim still lying there. Lowe's 
cool insouciance is, as usual, splen- 
didly foiled by McLaglen’s stormier 
mood, and the story is developed 
into a battle between these two, 
with the advantage lying in favor 
of the sharper-witted reporter, who 
is up against the blank wall of the 
established alibi. There is the 
usual police background of the blun- 
dering Fred Kelsey, but for once he 
plays a minor role to the leads, 
though he scores his points nicely 
and is given a number of opportuni- 
ties. And, in spite of the comedy, 
the shadow of the menace hangs 
constantly in view, with a tactfully 
staged bit in the death house, the 
wiping out of the doctor’s accom- 
plice, and an interview with the 
governor who refuses a further re- 
prieve. 

The story has been nicely planned 
for effect, but it derives more from 
its players than from the author. 
The interest lies in sitting back and 
watching the characters follow blind 
trails instead of wasting time try- 
ing to pin suspicion on everyone in 
the cast but the guilty person. It 
is a better pattern, after the long 
string of mysteries, and exhibitors 
will be wise, in their advertising, to 
stress the fact that this is not the 
usual effort to jolt some interest 
into the conventional pattern with 
clutching hands and bloodcurdling 
shrieks. Here is a murder theme 
which may be enjoyed, and yet 
which has a constant threat to hold 
the interest. 

Richard Arlen is good in the com- 
paratively small part of the brother, 
and Ralph Ipce gets a couple of 
good chances as the man who 
knows the culprit’s guilt. 

Henry Stephenson is restrained 
ind easy as the murderer, and Adri- 
enne Ames makes a suffictently at- 


tractive heroine without being 
ealled upon for much effort. Eliza- 
beth Patterson gets special mention 
|for her reading of one line, though 
this may be the direction and not 
| her own idea. As she stoops ovey 


(Continued on page 22) 
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| “Imagine IM-GM took 5 out “Can you beat it! Regina “That M-G-M outfit ha 
oof I again this month inM.R Crewe in N.Y. American picture business a genuine ser- 
Herald's box-office survey! picks 10 Best Pictures of vice in this tough year. Film 





You can't blame them for the first six months of business could never have 
claiming Leadership. The 1932 and 5 of ‘em are survived without M-G-M’s 
facts back ‘em up ! M-G-M !” run of hits !" 








"A picture like Grand Hotel’ “One thing we've all learned = Variety prints a story this 
1s a tonic. It revives this year. We need star names week saying a lot of sales- 


interest in theatre attend- on the marquee to bring ‘em men went out to sell too 

ance. Every other producer in. Average pictures don't early and that only M-G-M 
benefits by MGM's idea to put 90 any more. Lucky M-G-M 

all those stars in one big show !" with its STAR POWER " 











7s 
"Think of it ! ‘Strange Interlude’ "Did you notice all the Held © “Wonder what Leo is going to 
is repeating ‘Grand Hotel’ Over pictures at the Capitol? Spring next. That sly Lion 
business in-Los Angeles. That ‘Red Headed Woman As You Desire keeps this industry On its 
M-G-M crowd has turned Me' ‘letty lynton'’ Washington toes. He's been roarin lustily now 
out the only two real Road: Masquerade’-- it takes plenty to for almost ten years without 2 


Shows of the year |" go two weeks in a big Broadway house let-up. Must be a red meat diet ! 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Fall Openings 

Exhibitors in towns with a rural 
trade can start the new season off 
with a whoop if they tie up the en- 
tire town to a celebration, Even 
where there are opposition houses 
they can forget their fights in a 
mutual drive for the occasion. 

Local merchants and the board of 
trade, or whatever similar organiza- 
tion exists, can be hooked in to the 
fdea of running open house at the 
theatre until 6 p.m. Merchants buy 
the show for a moderate price and 
play up the event in their news- 
paper and mail advertising. Adver- 
tising expeditions, arranged by the 
manager, make the smaller town 
and distribute tickets good for the 
free shows, 
tising for the merchant bargains. 
They can even hand out tickets 
good-for reduced rates at the res- 
taurants on that day. The local 
band should be promoted to give 
@pen air concerts, and everything 
done to create holiday atmosphere. 

House can be closed down and 
eléaned at 6 p.m., with the formal 
@pening at 8 p.m. at the regular 
prices. It will speed up business 
and at the same time get the new 
gzeason off with a spurt. 





Megaphone Ballyhoo 


Hollywood. 

A megaphone 35 feet long by 10 
feet in diameter is being ‘displayed 
by Leon Levy to bring them in on 
‘The Crooner’ showings at Warners’ 
L. A. deluxers. 

Meg, of beaverboard and painted 
ped and black, with title in silver 
and black, weighs half a ton, and is 
suspended under marquee by chains. 
In the flare end is a loud speaker 
wired to a mike in a espot out of 
Public gaze. Here a pianist, singer 
and phonograph provide exterior 
music. 

An autogiro carrying a 175-foot 
Banner, a motorboat with a 75-foot 
banner cruising the beaches, and 
distribution through Owl Drug 
stores of 20,000 cutout megs, with 
display copy, also used. 





Wrong Cutting 

Someone who v'rites for the organ 
ef the Warner Ohio theatre zone 
gays a volume when he writes ‘When 
men are told to curtail they invari- 
ably revert to the other extreme— 
with the result that they are slowly 
fading away to oblivion.’ 

Perhaps nothing has done more 
harm to the show business in the 
past couple of years than a too lit- 
eral application of the cut order. It 
is natural that managers should re- 
spond to drastic orders with. drastic 
cuts, but to cut where it shows has 
been fatal in many instances. 

Economies should be effected 
where they show the least. It is no 
économy to save on paint and let 
the house look run down, It is not 
always economy to reduce sign wat- 
tage. It is a cost cutting, but that 
fs not always economy. Most the- 
atres are sold on a luxury basis. 
Chisel on the luxuries and the ap- 
peal is removed. 

Economy is cutting needless costs 
4nd getting more for the money 
spent. It is not economy to cut $10 
from the expense bilt which will re- 
Move $30 from the box office, 


Works Goodwill 

Nyman Kessler has been centraliz- 
fng his efforts on the Douglas thea- 
fre, up Harlem way, and doing a lot 
fo fill this 2,400-seater. He finds his 
best hook-in stunts with the school 
Children, playground groups, gradu- 
ation classes (last June), and other 
ideas to establish the friendliness of 
fhe house. His latest is a plan to 
work in with the 25th anniversary 
é6f the Negro lodges of Elks next 
month. 

For a side line he has made a tie- 
up with a local swimming pool. He 
gives tickets to his patrons to ad- 
Vertise the pool, and in return gets 
& generous advertising space in 
which to play up his attractions. He 
has figured that he gets more than 
ho gives. 


Dog Show in Forecourt 


Los Angeles. 

Manager Lou Golden, of the 
Golden Gate at Whittier (suburb), 
developed an angle for the second 
annual dog show of a dog food com- 
pany, by holding the show in the 
fheatre’s forefront, with prizes 
awarded from stage. 

Also induced the sponsors to do- 
hate $150 to be used for tood for the 
needy, 


Only So Big 

Someone has found a variant on 
the height idea to work on ‘So Big.’ 
Announced in the advertising that 
ersons ‘so big’ will be admitted 
nen. with the reader referred to 
the lobby for details. 

In the lobby one of the entrance 
doors was replaced by a common 
beard partition in which was cut an 


together with adver- |. 











Spening of the desired height and | 


Advance Sale 





A theatre which ups the price 
a dime after 6 p. m. has a 
new summer scheme. All who 
come in between noon and 2 
o'clock are privileged to buy 
as many seats as desired at 
the matinee price good for that 
evening only. 

Argument to the public is 
that the patron may judge the 
show and buy seats for the 
remainder of the family that 
evening, saving a delay at the 
window and 10 cents a seat. 

Seats are not returnable and 
the family has to come down 
to save the money. 











rather narrow. Only those whose 
heads came to the top of the ap- 
erture and who could squeeze 
through the narrow width (and no 
fair going sideways), were entitled 
to free admission. 

Chief objection was that so many 
gathered to watch and enjoy the 
trials that they clogged the lobby 
creating in the minds of some pros- 
pects the belief that they were 
standing them out. 





Slipping It Over 
Akron, 

Ernie C. Austgen of Loew’s not 
only cracked the ‘Times-Press’ with 
a three-part life-story of Jean Har- 
low, just ahead of ‘Red Headed 
Woman,’ Sut he opened up a differ- 
ent line in a letter to the editor on 
‘Unashamed,’ in which the writer 
contended that a girl with the cour, 
age of her convictions was entitled 
to admiration even though she 
broke the conventions. 

Letters to the editor columns are 
seldom used by the managers, 
chiefly because the letters are writ- 
ten in an effort to inject too much 
advertising. Austgen’s letter did not 
mention either the play or the pic- 
ture, but the’ signature, ‘Un- 
ashamed,’ carried its own inference. 





Party for Rangers 


Various Buck Jones Ranger 
Clubs in the New York territory 
will have an outing at Luna Park on 
Aug. 24. There will be a meeting 
held in the circus auditorium, but 
most of the time will be spent on 
the rides. 

Membership cards entitle the 
youngsters to any of the dime shows 
for three cents; a concession which 
the park has made to other clubs, 
particularly those of the Brookiyn 
newspapers. 





Snapshots 


Considerable interest aroused 
among patrons of a neighborhood 
house in New York by the an- 
nouncement of a vacation snapshot 
contest. Stipulations are that the 
pictures must have been taken 
more than 10 miles outside the city 
limits, and that the contestant shall 
submit both negative and print. 

Local portrait photographer will 
make lantern slides of the best pic- 
tures and these will be shown, in 
sets of 10, at various shows, with 
the winner of each entered in the 
finals. Cash prizes for the best 
and all who make the screen will be 
given the slide of their own entry. 

Not too late to announce such a 
contest, which should end some 
time in Sept., and a chance to pro- 
mote some extra business at small 
cost, since the professional is mak- 
ing the slides free in the hope of 
developing his printing trade. 


Retired the Vets 


Montgomery, Ala, 


Richard Kennedy, of the Publix 
theatre, tied with the gas company 
when he found that firm was pre- 
paring to stage a campaign to per- 
suade housekeepers to retire their 
old gas stoves in favor of newer 
models. 

Kennedy paraded a sample stove, 
gave screen advertising and dis- 
played in his lobby a $150 dollar 
stove he would present some woman 
patron. All it cost the theatre was 
time and energy. 





Summer R.R. Tickets 
Winnipeg. 
A printed handball idea was 
worked here by John Iiddes, mgr. 
of the CoHege theatre, when he 
handed his patrons and delivered to 





‘Opportunity Revue’ Plugs 

Minneapolis. 
Seme sort of a record for the 
amount of free newspaper publicity 
obtained for any one attraction is 
believed to have been established 
by Emil Franke, RKO Orpheum 
manager here, in connection with 
the recent ‘Opportunity Revue,’ en- 
listing local talent. Franke had 
a tie-up with the Minneapolis 
‘Tribune’ and garnered 7,500 lines 
of publicity. For 10 consecutive 
days the newspaper, considered one 
of the toughest in the country to 
crack on theatrical publicity, gave 
him cuts running from two to four 

columns. 


Making Pleaders 


Hardware store wanted to push a 
new invoice of roller skates and 
yelled for help. Duwnated two pairs 
each for three days. 

Awarded to children who wrote 
the best reasons why they should 








be given the skates, with losers eli- 





Birth Stunt 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
In conjunction with release 
of ‘Life Begins,’ Sept. 10, War- 
ners will give a one year con- 
tract to the first child born 
that day in the United States 
regardless of race or color. 
Small salary will be paid 
weckly whether the baby is 
used for a picture or not. 














gible to try again, the contest run- 
ning for three weeks. 

Some of the answers were taken 
over to the newspaper and used, the 
best being a small boy, who wrote: 
‘Because Pa is busted. Ma is busted. 
And I never had any money.’ 

Gave an excuse for a three weeks’ 
window display in the store, with 
the theatre advertising changed 
with the shifting of the bills. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Waverly, Ia. 
Revamped Palace has air condi- 
tioning, including’ provision for 
summer and winter operation. 





Vinton, Ia. 
Palace, gutted by fire last spring, 
is being remodeled by H. S, Wal- 
dorf to open in the fall. 





. Los Angeles. 

Warner's Whittier, at Whittier 
(suburb), dark July 31. Another 
closing, is the Mexico at Brawley. 
Watts, straight pictures, at Watts 
(suburb), operated by Floyd J. 
Davis, also folded. 

One opening for the week is the 
Brea, at Brea (suburb), manage- 





ment of J. Reynolds. 


. Lebanon, Pa. 

Five year lease of Strand Amuse- 
ment Co., on Capitol theatre not re- 
newed. J. L. Gring, Allentown, 
manager of the Earle theatre, Allen- 
town, Pa., has taken over property 
known as ‘Little Roxy.’ Opens it 
bout Sept. 1. 





Akron, O. 
RKO Palace will inaugurate a 
double feature first runs to tide 
over the end of summer season. 





Akron, O. 
Tivoli theatre sold to H. E. Bickel 
by Mrs. T. H. Barden and H. L. 
Malone. 





Circleville, O. 
Cliftona, film house, sold to Harry 
Clifton by R. E. Reisinger. 





Los Angeles. 
Fax Duncan appointed ass’t man- 
ager at F-WC Boulevard here. For- 
merly in San: Diego and Phoenix 
for same circuit. 





Milwaukee, 

Livingston Lanning, formerly 
manager of the Mastbaum, Phila- 
delphia, succeeds Russell Leddy at 
the Fox Wisconsin. Leddy will man- 
age the Fox Uptown. 

William Watson has resigned as 
Fox Palace manager because of ill 
health. Stanley Segelbaum now in 
charge. 





3irmingham. 
Two state houses have reopened. 
Tom Vail has opened the theatre at 
Bay Minette and the Colonial, at 
Jasper, has resumed. 





Denver. 

Empress theatre, part of the 
estate of the late Frank L. Wood- 
ward, is being held in trust by the 
Colorado National Bank for the 
Children’s Hospital Ass’n and the 
Presbyterian Hospital Ass'n. Court 
order transferring the property was 
entered last week. 





Buffalo. 
Shea’s Great Lakes (Publix) re- 
opens Aug. 19. Straight picture 
policy will b* continued. 





Denver. 
H. L. Katzenback has sold the 
Whiting theatre, Thermopolis, Wyo., 
to Fred Curtis 
Kurt Laemmle, nephew of Carl, 
returns to Frisco to resume selling 
U films. 
Grove 
reopened. 


theatre, Gering, Neb., has 


Los-Angeles. 
Louis Kaplan. former Santa Bar- 


doors a long imitation railroad} bara picture house operator, is tak- 

ticket. Ticket was a good imita-|ing over the Torrence, in Torrence 

tion of the real thing and plugged | (suburb), from Pacific National. 

the coming three weekly change —---= 

shows. San Francisco. 
tead at the top, ‘Fun and Amuse-| A Jandmark of old Barbary Coast 


ment Railway Ticket—direct 


to “Cohen and Kellys” on Monday | workmen 
Se ( ond | 


to Wed: side the 


feature, etc 


trip to 


route | days is due for the junk heap when 


follow police orders to 
raze the old Hippodrome theatre, | 

. | 
once center of festivities in blood | 





and thunder days of ‘'‘Frisco’'s 
youth. 

Owned by Abe Ruef, Pacific ave- 
nue showhouse was branded a fire 


trap. 





San Francisco. 

F-WC has switched Al War- 
shauer from managerial post at 
Warfield to Paramount, swapping 
jobs with Frank Purhans. 

Reopening. for second run of 
‘Bring ‘Em Back Alive’ Orpheum 
has Mike Garrity, former assistant, 
in as manager and Emil Umann 
once again back on the RKO pay- 


roll as press agent. 


Dark for a week Filmarte, multi- 
lingual talkie house, has reopened 
with Ralph Pincus continuing in 
charge. 

Harry Umann in as manager of 
Century in Oakland. 





New York. 
Clayton Corum, new manager of 


! the Skouras Audubon, uptown, suc- 


ceeds Charles B. Carroll who goes 
to the same circuit's Academy of 
Music, downtown. 





Canton, O. 
Warner Pclace, ace house here, 
closed suddenly. Palace bookings 
shifted to the Alhambra (WB). 





Wellman, Ia. 
The Wellman theatre has been 
purchased by Charles Morganstern 
of Chicago. 





Newton, Mass. 
Publix is demolishing the Opera 
House, closed for several years. 
P-P is operating another theatre 
here. 





Los Angelés, 
William Murphy here from Roch- 
ester, N. Y., to manage F-WC Cri- 
terion, reopening Aug. 13. 





Mason City, Ia., Aug. 8. 
Articles of incorporation for 
Yorke Theatres, Inc., $10,000 capital 
stock, filed with the secretary of 
state, Julia Yorke as president. 





Canton, O. 

It is doubtful if Warners will re- 
open the Palace, its ace house, closed 
suddenly a month ago when first 
run bookings were shifted to the 
Alhambra, which for the past year 
has been offering double feature 
programs. Harper Ink, owner of 
the Palace, may reopen the house 
on his own soon after Labor Day 
as a local institution with a local 
man as manager. 

Understood Warners do not want 
the house at the present high lease 
rental, said to be $1,000 a week. 
House has been in the red with 
straight pictures for some months. 





Toronto, O. 

City council has approved legisla- 
tion reducing the monthly theatre 
license fee between $5 and 10 a 
month. 

Fee for a month for several years 
has been $40, irrespective of size or 
capacity. The new license charge 
becomes effective Sept. 1. 





Youngstown, O. 
Park, pioneer downtown first run, 
managed by Joseph Shagrin, dark 
since last spring, reopens soon after 
Labor Day with straight pictures. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 
Andrew Roy, who opened the Par- 
amount here for Publix in 1929, re- 
turns with the reopening of the 
house late this month, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Joseph Fitzer, associated with his 
brother, Mitchell, in operation of the 
tivo and Swan, has taken over the 


. 


Roxie, East Syracuse house, 


Had to Bring Marked Paper 


Los Angeles. 


Offering free studio luncheons and 
a chance to meet the stars through 
a tieup with the Olympics, Joe 
Krumgold of Paramount got con- 
siderable international publicity for 
his company aud its persennel at 
virtually no cost. 


He sent stories to all leading 
newspapers throughout the world, 
with the anaouncement that any- 
one appearing at the studio during 
the games with a copy of the paper 
containing the article woul. get a 
free feed on the lot and could meet 
the celebs. 

Play for the story was unusually 
heavy. In Paris eight papers gave 
the yarn space. As the article men- 
tioned all the Paramount person- 
alities and several pictures the gag 
was considered a natural. 

Up to the opening of the games 
but six people had appeared at the 
studio with copies of the story in as 
many languages. 

Only expense aside from 25c 
luncheons was translation and post- 
age. 


Special Forms 

Forms letters as represented in 
most campaign books are more or 
less the bunk. Generally more. 
It is to be questioned whether many 
of them pay the cost of the postage 
in that they sell those who would 
not otherwise come. Like most of 
the press stuff it is too much ad- 
jective and too little information. 

On the other hand an exhib with 
a large rural patronage has held it 
through a form letter which has 
been a feature for more than two 
years. He has the invaluable gift 
of putting personality into his let- 
ters. He does not blurb. He mere- 
ly tells about his show, invitingly, 
but honestly. He tells about all of 
his show and not merely the fea- 
tures. He uses such comment as, 
‘scarcely worth a special trip to 
town, but if you have to come in 
anyway, give this one a look.’ 

Result is that people believe in 
him and when he has a real fea- 
ture and tells them to come, they 
turn out. They know he thinks too 
well of their friendship to jeopar- 
dize it for the sale of a weak pic- 
ture, 

That sort of form letter is form 
only because it is printed. And it 
pays handsomely. 





Condensing Ads 


With most newspaper space go- 
ing down for the summer months, 
it is essential to watch the cut area 
more closely. Nine times out of 10 
the cuts are too expansive and 
can be cropped with profit. If there 
is a routing machine in the office, 
it is possible to silhouette a head 
from a two or three-column cut 
and get a nice one-column design. 
Where there is no router available 
the same thing may be accom- 
plished with a small cold chisel and 
a hammer, being careful not to cut 
into the design. 

Frequently just a strip from the 
cut can be employed; two faces, 
clasped hands or something, that 
will get attention and still not oc- 
cupy too much space, but the 
cropping should be done carefully 
80 as not to suggest a cut down 
design. 

Where large cuts as possible it 
may help in getting more reading 
notice, but very few large cuts have 
selling value in proportion to their 
size and now is the time to econ- 
omize, 





Ranger Tieup for Stores 


Hollywood. 
Columbia has made a tie-up with 
the May company department 
stores in Los Angeles, Denver, 


Cleveland and Akron to install a 
permanent exhibit of Buck Jones 
Rangers club equipment. 

Stores wiil have exclusive on gell- 
ing the kids uniforms and other 
equipment for the Rangers. It's 
later planned to have Jones make a 
tour of the stores as a ballyhoo 
for the clubs. 


‘Zombie’s’ Negro Trade 

‘Zombie’ is drawing strong colored 
trade to the Rivoli, New York. So 
much so that a general notice has 
gone out from United Artists that 
when the picture plays the south 
attaches should make a _ special 
drive for Negro patronage. 

Among colored people there is a 
reported superstition about ‘Zom- 
bies. A Zombie, according to the 
picture, is a revived corpse capable 
of animation but mentally a blank. 


Fox Player Giveaways 
Hollywood. 





Fox exchanges are offering a new 
; set of photos of its 13 featured 
| players, for giveaway purposes. 
| They sell for from a cent apiece to 


1$3 a thousand, 
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Warner Bros.’ National Exhibit will be 
held simultaneously in the 35 key cities 
containing Warner Bros. exchanges. — 
Screenings will be held in leading 
theatres. "Phone your exchange today 


for full details! 





— 





——— - —_— 


Ps Vitagreph, tnc., Distributors 











“DOCTOR X” 
All in Technicolor 





Prepare for the greatest 


trade gathering in history! 


The nation’s exhibitors 
will assemble in 35 cities 
August 22nd and 23rd! 
Only a great event could 
bring them....Only- one 
company could stage such 
an event=—— 


A TWO-DAY PREVIEW 
OF WARNER BROS.’ 
NEW-YEAR PRODUCT! 


RICHARD BARTHELMESS in 
“CABIN IN THE COTTON” 


wT WwW . ww VW 
CONSTANCE BENNETT in WM. POWELL and KAY 
“TWO AGAINST THE WORLD” FRANCIS in 
vv “ONE WAY PASSAGE” 
“CROONER” vw 
First Big Radio Expose DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, JR. 
aalte as and NANCY CARROLL in 


“LIFE BEGINS” 


The Talk of the Industry 
wT W 


GEORGE ARLISS in 


“A SUCCESSFUL CALAMITY” 


wv WwW 


EDWARD G. ROBINSON in 
“TIGER SHARK” 
with Richard Arlen 
vv 
RUTH CHATTERTON in 
“THE CRASH” 
with George Brent 
vv 
“BLESSED EVENT” 


From the Famous Broad- 
way Hit 


“SON OF RUSSIA” 
vv | 
“THREE ON A MATCH” with 
Joan Blondell, Warren 
William, Ann Dvorak, Bette 


Davis 
ww 


“THEY CALL IT SIN” with 
Loretta Young, George 


Brent 
. 


SAMPLES OF NEW-SEASON 
VITAPHONE SHORTS 

Vv Ww 
ATYPICAL 4-STAR WESTERN 
with John Wayne and 
Duke, his Devil Horse 
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Hollywood Production 


Week of Aug. 8 





(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


by studios. 
S—Star.) 
COLUMBIA 
*The Bitter Tea of General 
Yen’ 
(Sth week) 


D—Frank Capra 
A—Grace Zaring Stone 
Edward Parmore 
S8—Barbara Stanwyck 

Nils Asther 


‘Polo’ 
(3rd week) 


p—A, F. Erickson 

Andrew Bennison 
A—Dudley Nichols 
S—Jack Holt 

Evalyn Knapp 

J. Farrell MacDonald 


‘Bullet Trail’ 
(ist week) 


D—John P. McCarthy 
A—Wm. Cold MacDonald 
8—Tim McCoy 


‘Rustler’s War’ 
(1st week) 


D—Lambert Hillyer 
A—Milton Krims 
S—Buck Jones 


‘Washington Merry - Ge « 
Round’ 


(Ist week) 


D—James Cruze 
A—Maxwell Anderson 

Eugene Thackeray 
8—Lee Tracy 


*‘That’s My Boy’ 
(1st week) 
D—Roy Wm. Neill 
‘Virtue’ 
(ist week) 


D—Eddie Buzzell 
A—Eddie Buzzell 


FOX 
‘Chandu the Magician’ 
(5th week) 


D—Marcel Varnel 
W. C. Menzies 
A—Vera N. Oldham 
Harry A. Ernshaw 
R. R. Morgan 
S—Edmund Lowe 
Irene Ware 
Bela Lugosi 
Herbert Mundin 
Ralph Morgan 


‘Salomy Jane’ 
(2nd week) 


D—Raoul Walsh 
A—Paul Armstrong 
S—Joan Bennett 
Ralph Bellamy 


‘Hat Check Girt’ 
(2nd week) 


D—Sidney Lanfield 
A—Rian James 
S—Sally Eilers 


Six Hours To Live’ 
(ist week) 


D—wWilhelm Dieterle 

A—Gordon Morris 
Morton Barteaux 

S—Warner Baxter 


John Boles 
‘Jubilo’ 
(ist week) 


D—Jack Blystone 

A—Ben Ames Williams 
William Conselman 
Murray Roth 

8S—-Will Rogers 

Nell O'Day 

Dick Powell 

El Brendel 


Untitled Western 
(ist week) 


D—Unassigned 
8—George O’Brien 


METRO 
‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(ith week) 


D—Sidney Franklin 
A—No credits 
S—Norma Shearer 
Leslie Howard 
Fredric March 
Oo. P. Heggie 


‘Rasputin’ 
(4th week) 


D—Charles Brabin 
A—No credits 
S—John Barrymore 
Ethel Barrymore 
Lionel Barrymore 
Ralph Morgan 
Diana Wynard 
*Tinfoil’ 


(2nd week) 


D—Harry Beaumont 

6—Tallulah Bankhead 
‘Kongo’ 

(2nd week) 

D—William Cowan 

A—Leon Gordon 

S—None 

Walter Huston 

Lupe Velez 

Mitchell Lewis 


‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ 
(1st week) 


D—Charles Vidor 
A-—-Sax Rohmer 
S—Boris Karloff 


PARAMOUNT 
‘Blond Venus’ 
(12th week) 


D—Josef von Sternberg 
A—S. K. Lauren 

Jules Furthman 
C—Bert Glennon 
S—Marlene Dietrich 
Herbert Marshall 
Cary Grant 
Dickie Moore 
Robert Emmett O 
Gene Morgan 
tita La Roy 
Gertrude Short 
Francis Sayles 
Evelyn Preer 
Robert Greig 


‘onnor 


Symbols are: 


D—Director, 


‘The Big Broadcast’ 
(6th week) 


D—Frank Tuttle 
A—Wm. Manley 
George Marion, Jr, 
S—Stuart Erwin 
Bing Crosby 
Kate Smith 
Leila Hyams 
Mills Brothers 
Burns & Allen 
Boswell Sisters 
Cab Calloway 
Donald Novis 
Arthur Tracy 


‘Farewell To Arma’ 
(5th week) 


D—Frank Borzage 

A—Lawrence Stallings 
oO. H. P. Garrett 

S—Helen Hayes 

Gary Cooper 

Adolph Menjou 

Mary Phillips 


‘Phantom President’ 
(5th week) 


D—Norman Taurog 
A—George Worts 

Herman Mankeiwicz 

Harlan Thompson 
S—George M. Cohan 
Jimmy Durante 
George Barbier 
Jamison Thomas 
Louis McIntosh 
Robert McWade 
Sidney Toler 


‘Sign of the Cross’ 
(3rd week) 


D—Cecil B. DeMille 

A—Wilson Barrett 
Waldemar Young’ 
Sidney Buchman 

S—None 

Fredric March 

Elissa Landi 

Claudette Colbert 

Charles Lawton 

Tommy Conlon 

Ian Keith 

Richard Alexander 

Ferdinand Gottschalk 

Harold Healy 


‘Night of June 13° 
(2nd week) 


D—Steven Roberts 

A—Vera Caspary 
Agnes Brand Leahy 
Jack Cunningham 
Brian Marlow 
Dan Totheroh 

S—Clive Brook 

Charles Ruggles 

Jean Raymond 


‘Honest Finder’ 
(3rd week) 


D—Ernst Lubitsch 
A—aAladar Laszlo 
S—None 

Herbert Marshall 
Miriam Hopkins 
Kay Francis 


‘Heritage of the Desert’ 
(ist week) 


D—Henry Hathaway 
S—RandoiphL Scott 
Gordon Westcott 


‘Madison Square Garden’ 


Charles Rogers Prod, 
(2nd week) 


D—Ralph Murphy 
METROPOLITAN 


World Wide 
‘Breach of Promise’ 
(ist week) 
D—Paul Stein 


MONOGRAM 
‘Klondike’ 


(ist week) 
D—Phil Rosen 


RADIO 
‘Kong’ 
(18th week) 


D—Merian C. Cooper 

A—Edgar Wallace 
Merian C. Cooper 
James A. Creelman 

C—Eddie Linden 

S—None 

Fay Wray 

Robert Armstrong 

Bruce Cabot 


‘Phantom of Crestwood’ 
(4th week) 


D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—Bartlett Cormack 
C—H. Gerrard 
S—None 

Ricardo Cortez 
Pauline Fredrick 
Karen Morley 

Mary Duncal 

Anita Louise 

Aileen Pringle 

H. B. Warner 

Ivan Simpson 
Gavin Gordon 
Monroe Owsley 
Sam Hardy 

George E. Stone 


*‘Rockaby’ 
(3rd week) 


D—George Fitzmaurice 

A—Lucia Bronder 
Horace Jackson 

S—Constance Bennett 

Paul Lukas 

Phillips Holmes 

Clara Blandick 

Laura Hope Crewes 


‘The Conquerors’ 
(3rd week) 


D—William Wellman 
A—Howard Estabrook 
Robert Lord 
C—Edward Cronjager 

S—Richard Dix 

Ann Harding 
Edna May Oliver 
Guy Kibbee 
Jutie Haydon 
Jed Prouty 


A—Author, 


C—Cameraman, 


Sport Page’ 
(ist week) 
D—Dudley Murphy 
A—Jerry Horwin 
Casey Robinson 
S—Joel McCrea 
Ben Markson 
Corey Ford 
Francis Cockrell 
Nerman Foster 


‘Animal Kingdom’ 
(Ist week) 


D—E. H. Griffith 

A—Philip Barry 
Horace Jackson 

S—None 

Leslie Howard 

Wm, Gargan 

Irene Dunne 

Neil Hamilton 


‘Monkey’s Paw’ 
(ist week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles ¢ 


‘Little Orphan: Annie’ 
(Ist week) 
D—John Robertson 
A—Harold Gray 
Sam Mintz 
Winifred Dunn 
S—None 
Mitzi Green 
Eric Linden 
Dickie Moore 
Joseph Cawthorn 


‘Secrets of the 
Police’ 
(1st week) 

D—Edward Sutherland 


TIFFANY 
‘Come On, Tarzan’ 
(3rd week) 
S—Ken Maynard 


UNITED ARTISTS 
‘The New Yorker’ 
(4th week) 


D—Chester Erskine 
A—Ben Hecht 

S—AIL Jolson 

Madge Evans 

Harry Langdon 

Roland Young 

Edgar ‘Blueboy’ Connor 
Bodil Rosing 

Chester Conklin 


‘Kid From Spain’ 
(2nd week) 


D—Leo McCarey 
A—William A. McGuire 
S—Eddie Cantor 


‘Cynara’ 

(ist week) 
D—King Vidor 
A—Sidney Howard 
S—Ronald Colman 
Dorothy Hale 
Henry Stephenson 


UNIVERSAL 
‘Ss. O. S. Iceberg’ 
(10th week) 


D—Arnold Fanck 

A—Lt. Comm. Frank Wead 
Dr. Arnold Fanck 

C—Hans Schneeberger 

S—None 

Gibson Cowland 

Leni Reifenstahl 

Sepp Rist 

Ernst Udet 


‘All-America’ 
(2nd week) 


D—Russell Mack 
George Stevens 

S—None 

Richard Arlen 

Ralph Graves 

J. Farrell McDonald 


WARNER-FN 
‘I Am A Fugitive’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Mervyn Le Roy 
A—Robert E. Burns 
Sheridan Givney 
Brown Holmes 
*—Sol Polito 
S—Paul Muni 
Glenda Farrell 
Helen Vinson 
Preston Foster 
David Landau 
Sally Blane 
Noel Francis , 
Berton Churchill 
Edward J. McNamara 
Robert Warwick 
Oscar Apfel 
Roscoe Karns 
Shelia Terry 
Russell Simpson 
Allen Jenkins 
Louise Carter 
Willard Robertson 
James Bell 
Charles Middleton 
Spencer Charters 
Harry Holman 
John Wray 
William Janney 
Hale Hamilton 
Jack LaRue e 
Morgan Wallace 
Reginald Barlow 
C. Henry Gordon 
Charles Sellon 
George Collins 
Will Pawley 
Lew Kelly 
Dewey Robinson 
Ed Ellis 
William Le Mair 
Sam Baker 
Edward Arnold 


‘Silver Dollar’ 
(2nd week) 
D—<Alfred E. Green 
A—David Karsner 
Carl Erickson 
Harvey Thew 


French 


S—Edward G. Robinson 
tebe Daniels 

Aline MacMahon 

David Landau 


Russell Simpson 
Jobyna Howland 
Robert Warwick 
Harry Holman 
Charles Middleton 
Edward J. McNamara 
Ieon Waycoft 
Herman Bing 
Berton Churchitl 
Teresa Conover 
Marjorie Gatcson 


‘| Fox, ‘ 


PAR-RKO-SKOURAS 
TALK ST. LOUIS POOL 


St. Louis, Aug. 8. 

Paramount, RKO and Skouras are 
discussing a theatre pool in St. 
Louis. Houses concerned include 
the Fox, Missouri and the RKO St. 
Louis. Last named is. currently 
dark, but scheduled for reopening 
in September. Contemplated deal 
calls for RKO to operate. 

Spyros Skouras is reported acting 
in an advisory capacity for the 
bankers who hold control of the 





Fact that discussions for such a 
pool are under way may indicate 
that Warners and Par have come to 
an agreement as to operation of the 
Missouri and th2 Ambassador in 
which the two firms are partners. 
Warners will operate the Ambassa- 
dor and Par holding control of the 
Missouri. 

This was done last week when 

the Ambassador and Missouri the- 
atres were taken over by the com- 
pany owning the buildings because 
the houses had failed to pay rent 
since last April. Two theatres had 
been operated jointly by Warners 
and Paramount, with latter in con- 
trol, ; 
Missourl was immediately re- 
leased to Paramount by St. Louis 
Properties Corp., the building own- 
ers. Under temporary arrangement, 
Ambassador is continuing to play 
Warner pictures. House is now un- 
der management of Clarence M. 
Turley, v. p. and manager of the 
properties company. 

Turley explained Ambassador had 
been paying a rental of $26,000 a 
month, and the Mrtssourt $10,833 a 
month. By terms of the contracts, 
each house was given 40 days of 
grace, the owners waiting until long 
after that period to take over the 
houses. : 

Pool might alleviate the financial 
status of the Fox, the Ambassador 
and Missouri. As the situation 
stands, any finished’ deal would give 
RKO, as operator, local control of 
all company product except WB. 
That may include Columbia and 
Universal, already being negotiated 
for an all-circuit coverage for RKO. 


1ST BALTO, NABE CLOSES 


Baltimore, Aug. 8. 

Local record of having no neigh- 
borhood house closed was.splintered 
last week when the New Preston 
put out the lights. 

Theatre, however, was given a va- 
cation only for a repair job, and 
will resume Sept. 2, Owned by C. 
H. Lightheiser. 


Studio Placements 


Caryl Lincoln, Cecelia Parker, 
Frank Glendon, Francis Ford, ‘Lost 
Special,’ U. 

Kurt Neumann, to direct ‘Son of 
a Sea Cook,’ U. 

Ginger Rogers, Said a 
Mouthful,’ WB. 

Harriet Hageman, Noble Johnson, 
Steve Clemente, ‘Kong,’ Radio. 

Clara Blandick, ‘Rockabye,’ Radio. 

Mae Clark, ‘Breach of Promise,’ 
Ludwig Stein directing, W-W re- 
lease. 

Edward G. Robinson, ‘Love on 
Margin,’ WB, first on new two-year 
contract. 

C. Aubrey Smith, ‘Honest Finder,’ 
Par. 

Mitchel Lewis, ‘Tin Foil,’ Metro. 

Ethel Doherty, adaptation of un- 
titled picture for J. L. Schnitzer. 

Arthur Vinton, Constance Cum- 
mings, Clarence Muse, ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round,’ Col. 

Cora Sue Collins, ‘Silver Dollar,’ 
FN, 

Louise Carter, ‘Monkey’s Paw,’ 








‘You 


‘Merry-Go- 
Philips 


Eagles, 


Crews, 
Holmes, ‘Rockabye,’ Radio. 
Paul Cavanagh, ‘Bill of Divorce- 
ment,’ Radio. 
Julie Hayden, ‘Yukon,’ Radio. 
Frank La Rue, George Cooper, 
Wallis Clark, ‘Rustler’s War,’ Col. 
Mischa Auer, Wheeler Oakman, 
‘Bullet Trail,’ Col. 


‘Dutch’ Hendrian, ‘That’s My 
3oy,’ Col. 

Mike Donlin, ‘All the Evidence,’ 
Radio. 

Harold Healy, ‘Sign of Cross,’ 
Par, 

Eddie Buzzell, director, ‘Virtue,’ 
Col 

Norman Foster, ‘Sport Page,’ 


Radio. 

Bramwell Fletcher, Louise Carter, 
The Monkey’s Paw,’ Radio. 

Norman Krasna, collaborator on 
Parole Girl,’ Col. 

Boris Karloff, Charles Sterrett, 
Gertrude Michael ,“Mask of Fu Man- 
chu,’ Metro. 

John Davidson, Noel 
Hat Check Girl,’ Fox. 

Robert Warwick, Douglas Dum- 
brille, Leon Waycoff, ‘That's My 


Madison, 








Paddle for Crashers 





Detroit, Aug. 8. 

Another development is the 
increase of crashing at local 
theatres. Safety doors are sim- 
ple to manipulate with a little 
experience, and with the cut- 
ting down of ushers for econ- 
omy, there aren’t enough of 
them around to watch all 
doors. 

-When crashers are caught at 
one local picture house a 
paddle is kept handy and the 
crashers are invited to use the 
paddle on each other, or else, 


Balto. Sunday Shows 
Bring Exchange Urge 
For Sunday % Dates 


Baltimore, Aug. 8, 

Opening of this former blue law 
burg to Sunday flickers has started 
film exchange strife over Sunday 
play-dates for percentage bookings. 
With the number of percentage 
dates sharply on the increase here 
for the coming year, it appears that 
many of the exchanges will have to 
be satisfied with Saturday or even 
Friday, dates for at least a portion 
of their percentage bookings. There 
aren’t enough Sundays to go around. 

Everybody, including salesmen 
and exhibitors, is talking percent- 
age. Particularly odd on the ex- 
hibitors’ part, All:contracts appear 
to carry substantial guarantees on 
these percentage pictures, and no 
average is even possible in the 
amount of __ splitting-the-grosses, 
since contracts signatured in town 
within the past week carry per- 
centage agreements varying from as 
low as 20% to as high as 50%. 


Court Judgment Almost | 
Closed Up B’klyn House 


The Windsor, .Brooklyn, independ- 
ent house, last. week faced threat 
of padlocking by the sheriff's office 


if. it didn’t pay $2,200, amount of 
court costs awarded to New York 
operators, 306, in the court fight 
which recently led to the New York 
State Court of Appeals. 

The court last week awarded the 
costs, Ornstein & Silverman, at- 
torneys for 306, securing the judg- 
ment. On Thursday (4) deputy 
sheriff White went to the Windsor 
to collect the money, since the 
Windsor was one of three Empire- 
operator houses involved in the 
picketing fight. 

The Windsor held that the Em- 
pire union should pay, but Empire 
refused to do this ,threat of sheriff 
action against the Windsor finally 
resulting in a quick trip to the bank 
by that house’s owners after the 
buck had been passed back to them 
by Empire. 

It was Empire which principally 
fought the injunction suits which 
resulted in the decision permitting 
one operator union to picket the 
house where another’s men are em- 
ployed. Theatres involved were 
Windsor, Rugby and Stillwell, all in 
Brooklyn, 

While it was reported last week 
Empire was announcing it would 
appeal the decision to the U. 8S. 
Supreme Court, union legal informa- 
tion is that this cannot be done, 
since cases on appeal to that high 
tribunal must-have a wider scope 
and virtually be more national in 
meaning than local. 




















MacDonald in St. Louis 


Harry MacDonald, formerly di- 
vision manager for KAO in Boston, 
may shift to St. Louis according to 
present circuit plans, 

MacDonald, now on leave, is ten- 
tatively scheduled to take over the 
reins of the RKO St. Louis when 
that house reopens Labor Day week. 





Incorporations 





California 
Sacra._ento, Aug. 8. 

Unique Theatre Corp., County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock 1,000 shares, none 
subscribed. R. N. Nickels, Ben H. Rud- 
nick, D. C, Davis. 

Hollywood Legion Stadium Operating 
Co., County of Los Angeles. Capital 
stock 100 shares, none subscribed. Louis 
E. Bennett, Louis J. Canepa, Chester M. 
Cotton, Norvin F, Haas, Stephen L, Hill 
et al. 

Permit to sell stock issued to: 

Harr Weber-Simon Agency, Inc. 
atrical service Capital 199 shares, 


The- 
non 





Boy,’ CoL 


par, permitted to issue all 


FOX’S KANSAS SUNDAY 
INJUNCTION DISSOLVED 


Topeka, Aug. 8. 

Validity of the Kansas Sunday 
law was upheld and the injunction 
against Kansas officials, forbidding 
them from applying it to theatre 
operation, was dissolved by Circuit 
Judge Orie L. Phillips of the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Denver. 

Injunction was granted against 
Roland Boynton, Kansas assistant 
attorney general, by Federal Dis- 
trict Judge John C. Pollock, of 
Kansas City, six months ago and 
in that time theatres have been 
operated in 14 Kansas Counties on 
Sunday, these being the counties in 
which the Fox-West Coast sub- 
sidiaries, Fox-Midwest and Fox- 
Midland are operating. The in- 
junction was obtained by the Fox 
interests, 

Judge Phillips held that the Kan- 
sas law had been approved by the 
Kansas Supreme court and under 
police powers granted by the con- 
stitution to the several states, was 
not under jurisdiction of federal 
courts. 

A 35-day respite was granted the 
theatre people to allow the official 
erder of the court to be trans- 
mitted. At the end of that time 
Sunday theatre operation must 
cease, W. C. Ralston, attorney gen- 
eral decided. However, a further 
extension might be granted in case 





the theatre people demand a re- 
hearsing, 
At the state-wide primaries 


Boynton received the Republican 
nomination for attorney general, 
which in Kansas generally means 
election, 





Girl Tosses Dynamite 
Bomb, But It’s a Dud 


Milwaukee, Aug. 8. 

Local bombing broke out again 
when an unknown girl in an auto- 
mobile hurled a half pound stick of 
dynamite with a lighted fuse into 
the lobby of the Milwaukee theatre, 
non-union nabe, shortly after mid- 
night. 

The lone witness did not attach 
much importance to the tossing un- 
til a policeman found the bomb. 
Both ends of a three-foot fuse had 
been touched off, but the bomb 
failed to explode. 

Attack on the Milwaukee is the 
first since Capt. Ridenour, head of 
the detective bureau, summoned 
theatre owners and officials of the 
operators about four months ago 
and threatened drastic action if any 
more trouble developed, 


DOGS MOVE CLOSER 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 

Theatres expect heavy competi- 
tion from the new dog track opened 
in south San Francisco Saturday 
night (6) by Joseph Marchbank and 
Judge Murphy, operators of the 
Tanforan pony circuit. 

Racing pooches, it is feared, will 
draw even more business than that 
recently pulled to Belmont, about 10 
miles further from town than the 
new outfit. 


STEFFES SEEKS HOUSE 
Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 

W. A. Steffes, Allied States’ presi- 
dent and local indie exhibitor, is 
negotiating for one of two local loop 
theatres, now dark, as a foreign film 
house. Publix rejected his offer for 
the Unique, loop house, dark for 
more than two years. 

Steffes sponsored a brief season 
of foreign pictures at the Shubert 
after it finished its dramatic stock 
season last spring. 


SPOKANE OPERATORS WALK 


Spokane, Aug. 8. 

Picture operators finally walked 
out of the Granada and Empress 
over a proposed 15% cut. They 
were drawing $10.71 a day on a six- 
day week schedule. Operators held 
out for a 10% slash, gave a 48-hour 
notice and walked. Dispute has been 
on since June. 

To offset the picketing the opera- 
tors started in front of the theatres, 
management has posted pickets with 
the requests for a scale reduction, 


THREE INTO ONE 


Art departments of Paramount- 
Publix, numbering three, have been 
|consolidated into one, Charles 
Courtney, who joined Publix last 
ispring to work with Jack Hess, 
heads the combined art units. 

Both Vincent Trotta and Jerry 

















; Novat remain on the P-P pay roll, 
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| Owner Fatally Burned 


F-WC CUTS DOUBLES 
FOR L. A. ACE NABES| 


Buffalo, Aug. 8&8. 
| Trapped in the basement of his 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. | Artistic (naborhood) theatre when 
After a canvass of the patrons of |, backstage fire started from a 
their ace neighborhood houses, Fox-' short circuit, Frank Widzinski, 
West Coast will abandon double). ner, was so badly burned that he 
billing in the Los Angeles division.|qieq shortly after his removal to a 
Includes all houses in the city hospital. Conrad Ostrowski, pro- 
proper. jectionist, was badly burned about 


For single bills, the Westlake and 
Figueroa will boost their prices Audience of about 
from 25 cents to 40 cents. quiet exit. 

Canvass was made over a period t. 
of weeks and returns showed that 
patrons were against the twin bills. 

Negihborhood exhibs, including F- 
WC circuit managers are wrotesting 
the introduction of previews by the 
Paramount (Publix) and °‘WB’s 
Downtown. They fear that the 
downtown previews will work havoc 
with the subsequent runs. 


WB Will Turn Back 
Newark Rialto in Oct. 


Warners is giving up the Rialto, 
Newark, N. J., in October, house 
reverting to the Shuberts. It’s an- 
other theatre being tossed back on 
the laps of Lee and J. J. personally, 
since it isn’t included in the Shu- 
bert theatrical receivership. 

WB now has the house closed and 
probably will not reopen it before 
expiration of lease this fall. 


JUDGMENTS 


Southland Pictures Corp.; Lloyd 
Film Storage Corp.; $385. 

Arthur Battaglia; Nelson Amuse- 
ment Co.; $344. 

Theatre Engineering Co.; Bryant 
Paper Co.; $316. 


When You REDECORATE 
REMODEL or REFURNISH... 


Consider the Economy and Advisability 
of RESEATING Too! 


These are times when people are “finicky.” Little things which in 
boom times did not irritate, now exasperate. Theatre owners and 
managers should constantly guard against negative influences... 
against the drabness and discomforts of dilapidated and faulty seat- 
‘ing which turn patrons to more attractive houses for relaxation 
and diversion. 


the face and hands. 


150 made a 





Union Minn. Key 


Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 

Six Publix nabes and the loop 
Aster, recently closed, are set for 
fall and winter reopening as soon 
as the circuit comes to terms with 
the operators’ union. 

Publix is asking one booth op- 
erator to a shift, same as indepen- 
dent neighborhood theatres. Cir- 
cuit also seeks further relief for its 
loop first run houses, desiring a 
total of three operators per theatre 
instead of the four now required. 








NEGRO’S BOMB BAIL 
Springfield, Mass., Aug. 8. 
Cc. Conway, 41, negro, of 

Springfield, is under arrest here 

charged with exploding stench 

bombs in Harry Arthur’s Fox-Poli 
theatre. Arraigned in court, he 
pleaded not guilty and was freed in 

bonds of $800, pending trial Aug. 24. 
Police took into custody another 

man who had been suspected of 

driving Conway to the theatre, but 
he was released after being ques- 
tioned. 


Earl 
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A sensible investment in redecorating or refurnishing is always 
money well spent. For it means a new setting...a cheerier, friend- 
lier atmosphere which retains old patronage and stimulates new. 


In your dressing-up program don’t overlook the money-making op- 
portunities in improving your seating—giving your patrons chairs 
that are luxuriously comfortable. For it is the chair which most 
directly brings patron reaction—which determines more than any- 
thing else in what regard your theatre is held—which proves in 
what regard you hold your patrons good-will and comfort. 


An uncomfortavle chair determines the patron opinion regarding 
the theatre as a whole, and if too frequently encountered, belittles 
your house and the motion picture as entertainment. 


It is fairly certain that a restful chair inducing relaxation may 
make a poor picture tolerable, a fair picture good, and an excellent 
picture supreme! 


When Considering a Renovating Program, Get the Facts 
On Reseating Your Theatre 


You will be surprised how little it will cost you—and how conven- 
iently it may be accomplished by the 
American Seating Company payment plan. 


American theatre chairs have become rec- 
ognized as the standard in comfort and 
beauty; and in the long run, durability 
and economy. They are business builders 
for every theatre man who installs them. 
Let us send you the facts. You obligate 
yourself in no wuy. 








Two Books Free 











Two interesting and instructive books— 
A special chair designed and built “DIXON’S PROMOTION” and “Acoustics 
ey outstanding Eastern theatre. ng Its Relation to Seating’—will be sent 


This chair invites patrons to relax. 


Heavy upholstered back is covered FREE to owners and managers interested in 


with coral mohair tiush of bril- . 
lant moaternistie desig: Seat ss efficient and profitable theatre management. 
full spring of mattress comfort 


edge type. Als'e lghts are hidden, Send for your copies NOW. 


American Seating Company 


Makers of Dependable Seating for Churches 
Schools, and Theatres 


General Offices: GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
. ' Branches in All Principal Cities 
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In Buff. Theatre Fire 


GUILTY AS HELL 


(Continued from page 17) 


|the body, she remarks that the 
|} woman is dead in a perfectly con- 
versational tone. It is not until she 
voices the fact that the horror of it 
|comes over her and she shrieks. 
|The casual speech is made really 
dramatic. Not so good is sitting in 
the dead man’s lap at tLe close. 

The photography is generally 
good, save for one or two bother- 
some intrusions of a crane camera: 
the staging is convincing and the 
sound very good. 

‘Guilty as Hell’ should be in the 











money all the way down to the Fire- 
men's weekly benefit in the town 
hall. 


SCARLET BRAND 


Big 4 production and release, starring 
3ob Custer. Story, dialog and continuity 
by Ethel Hill. Directed by J. P. Me- 
Gowan. Edw. Kull, camera. Earl N. 
Crain, technician, Fred Pain, editor. Cast: 
Nelson McDowell, Frank Ball, Betty Mack, 
Robt. Walker, Duke Lee, Fredk. Ryter, 
Jack Long, Wm. Nolte, Blackie Whiteford. 
At Loew’s New York theatre one day, 
Aug. 2, as half of a double bill. Running 
time 58 mins. 








Better uses have b-cen made of 
this plot than are evident in ‘The 
Scarlet Brand,’ the trouble being 
that toc much time is wasted try- 
ing to get a complete story over. 
This is deirimental to the action 
and results in a slow-paced version 
of the theme in which the hero is 
accused of cattle rustling and is 
saved by the mysterious stranger, 
who like all mysterious strangers in 
hippo heroics is an operator for the 
Cattlemen’s Association. Only new 
development is that the hero is 
caught at his apparent rustling and 
branded on the chest. 

Most of the photography is above 
average and in a few scenes is 
highly pictorial, but there is an 
overuse of a broken branch of a 
tree to break the foreground. The 
first time it is effective, but itera- 
tion makes it tiresome. The photo- 
graphy is mtch better than the di- 
rection, though J. P. McGowan 
should know plenty about pictures 
by now. 

Custer does well enough as the 
lead, though somewhat lacking mag- 
netism, and Nelson McDowell only 
occasionally overplays in an eccen- 
tric character. Betty Mack is aver- 
age. Just fair program. 


LOVE ON WHEELS 


(BRITISH MADE) 

London, July 27. 
Gainsborough production released through 
Gaumont British. Directed by Victor Sa- 
ville, Featuring Jack Hulbert, Gordon 
Harker, Edmund Gwenn. Running time, 
80 mins. Previewed Capitol theatre, Lon- 
don, July 26. 





One of the very few English mu- 
sical comedy stars appearing in 
British film productions, having a 
chance of appealing to American 
audiences in a talkie vehicle is Jack 
Hulbert. But the scenarios given 
him usually contain musical inter- 
ruptions instead of stories in which 
they fit naturally. These tend to 
slow the action, with consequent 
dragging in plot development, re- 
sulting in more or less boredom. 
Take the instance of ‘Love on 
Wheels’ with carefully selected and 
expensive cast, first rate directing, 
the application of what we know 
as modern German camera shots of 
an impressionistic order, and prac- 
tically everything in the way of 
present day mechanics. 
Yet the star is allotted the task 
of singing and stepping at most in- 
appropriate moments, without sem- 
blance of reason. There are scenes 
in a shop (dept. store) in the sheet 
music department, with demonstra- 
tions on piano, scenes in cabarets, 
rehearsals with girls for chorus 
work for advertising display, and 
so on. These are natural excuses 
for singing and stepping, whereas 
singing on a charabanc, with the 
other passengers and conductor 
joining in, are unnatural and un- 
necessary. 
This just makes the difference be- 
tween a probable knockout hit with 
a legitimate bid for American pa- 
tronage and a fair British program 
feature here, where the star’s name 
will draw. The picture will prove 
tiring unless drastically pruned. 
Jolo. 


LA PERLE 


(‘The Pearl’) 

(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, July 29. 

Joinville production Para- 
Directed by Rene Guissart. 
Authored Yves Mirande. Recordéd West- 
ern Electric. 92 mins. Paramount, Paris, 
July 29. Cast includes Suzy Vernon, Andre 
Berley, Edwige Feuillers, Robert Arnoux, 
Gamby and her girls and the former Rode 
orchestra under another name. 


Paramount 
mount release. 





Probably the best story Mirande 


ever authored for the screen, as 
having international possibilities. 


Not a femme picture by any means, 
Suzy Vernon's part being second- 
ary. The whole show is practically 
comecy taking place between Andre 
Berley and Robert Arnoux. In 
America ideal cast for the parts 
would be Oliver Hardy and Harold 
Lloyd, one a big bully easily de- 
flated and the other the shy but by 
no means silly young man, 
Production is exceedingly simple 





and technique is satisfactory. Gags 
come from situations, dialog and 
actor’s business but international 
adaptation would not kill them, 

Story shows a rich jeweler bully- 
ing his young assistant and at- 
tempting to prevent him eourting 
his daughter. Young man pretends 
to have swallowed a pearl the loss 
of which would break the jeweler. 
To try and recover the pearl, the 
jeweler has to take the young man 
in as a guest, during which time he 
authors a play and finally marries 
the boss’s daughter. 

In a stage sequence, Gamby and 
her girls as well as what was the 


Rode orchestra have been intro- 
duced. Their footage, rather ex- 
traneous to the story, has been 


minimized, but can be given in full 
for piovincial release. 

Money in the bank from the b.o. 
angle. Mavi. 


THE LOVE CONTRACT 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 29. 
British and Dominions production. Re- 
leased through Gaumont-British. Directed 
by Herbert Selpin. Adapted from stage 
play ‘Chauffeur Antoinette’ by de Latraz, 


Cc. Desty and R. Blum. Music by Ralpb 
Benatsky. Western Electric recording. 
Running time, 90 mins. Featuring Wini- 


fred Shotter and Owen Nares. Prereviewed 
Capitol theatre, London, July 28, 





At last they have made a first- 

rate program feature in England 
undoubtedly suitable for booking by 
American exhibitors. However, they 
had to get a young German director, 
and he was apparently not ham- 
pered, as the average native director 
always alleges when you ask him 
why his pictures are not better. To 
all intents and purposes the director 
was supplied with every scenic and 
lighting accessory necessary to a 
workmanlike job, and had a well- 
worked-out scenario of a conven- 
tional love tale which sustained in- 
terest through numerous surprises 
and the general treatment of the 
story. 
If one were to summarize the plot: 
A girl of independent means loses 
her fortune on the Stock Exchange 
and learns this occurred through 
the financial manipulations of a 
wealthy operator. Girl is ruined 
and (long arm of coincidence) a 
prospective purchaser appears at 
her home, which ig for sale, and 
turns out to be none other than 
(yes, you guessed right first time!) 
the wealthy magnate. As the story 
is originally Fren¢eh, he is accom- 
panied by a woman who hag an el- 
derly married husband, and the in- 
ference is that he wants the home 
to establish her in the menage. 

But don’t let that crude plot re- 
cital steer you off the main point— 
that the ‘Love Contract’ is a splen- 
did bit of entertainment, well light- 
ed, with a sprightly sequence of 
scenes. 

Owen Nares, as usual, gives a 
very good impersonation of a gen- 
tleman of means, who means right 
by our Nell, though no one cculd 
reasonably have blamed him for 
thinking. 

The object of his adoration is 
Winifred Shotter, who delighted the 
eyes in small well-dressed parts in 
the Aldwych farces under the di- 
rection of Tom Walls. Nobody paid 
very much attention to her, other 
than to feast upon her beauty, until 
Walls put her in the filming of these 
farces. It just goes to show you 
what a practical director can do as 
against Walls, with comparatively 
little film experience, despite many 
years on the speaking stage. In 
this picture she is the cutest, dainti- 
est, classiest little soubret we have 
seen over here in a long, long 
time. If sne doesn’t get an offer 
from Hollywood on the strength of 
this pyture, even in the face of 
present-day depression, a _ certain 
bet will be overlooked. 

Another bet—the director doesn’t 
drink tea, Jolo. 


Die Grausame Freundin 


(‘The Cruel Girl Friend’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, July 29. 
Lothar Stark-Ondra-Lamac production and 
Suedfilm release, direction Carl Lamac; 
general management, A. Potok. Manu- 
script, H. Zerlett and W. Wassermann; 
production management, A. Hohenberg; 
Otto Heller; settings, Sohnle 
sound, Alfred Norkus; com- 
Dr. Marbot and Reis- 


photography, 
and Erdman; 
positions and texts, 
feld. 

* Cast: Anny Ondra, Fritz Rasp, Lina 
Woiwode Werner Fuetterer, Olga Limburg, 
Ernst Arndt, Karl Goetz, Karl Forest, 
Dorothy Poole. At Atrium, Berlin; run- 
ning time 73 minutes. 





This picture is one of the cate- 
gory which astonishes that there 
are financiers in these times who 


give up for such silly and old- 
fashioned stories. The public in the 
zserman province sure has. been 


overfed in the last season with such 
slapstick com@lies and has enough 
of them. No great financial suc- 
cess expected. 

Stupid plot is further hindered by 
the director, Carl Lamac, husband 
of Anny Ondra, who is featured. As 
in so many of her old pictures, 
these are the old poses and all 
routine movements which may have 
impresse:. with the old silents. 

Her career is seriously threatened 
by lack cf good manuscripts. The 





rest of the acting is amateurish, 
also thanks to the directing. Pho- 
tography and sound alone were 
good, Magnus, 


THARK 


(BRITISH MADE) 

London, July 28. 
British & Dominion product, released 
through Gaumont British, directed by Tom 
Walls, adapted from farce of same name, 
Featuring Ralph Lynn, Tom Walls. Rune 
ning time, 90 mins, Previewed New Gah 
lery, London, July 27. 

Generally regarded as one of thg@ 
best of the long series of farces pro« 
duced at the Aldwych, starring Tom 
Walls and Ralph Lynn, ‘Thark® 
comes very nearly duplicating itg 
stage success in its picture version. 
It contains scream after scream of 
laughter of the wobbling midriff 
variety and, as Tom Walls, who di- 
rected and stars in the picture, won 
the Derby this year, this production 
is a surefire knockout for England, 

Like the play, it starts slowly, 
but in the stage version there wag 
a third act that ghouled them. A 
goodly portion has been reproduced 
in the film, but not all of it, where- 
as there was opportunity for a lot 
more. The finish seemed altogether 
too abrupt. 

It is a ghost story located in an 
eerie country mansion, and furnish- 
ing rare opportunity for scenes of 
shivery comedy. 

Tom Walls is a highly successful 
stage producer. Also, as above 
mentionec, his horse April 5 won 
the Derby this year. It would nat- 
urally be difficult to teach Walls 
anything else. It is respectfully 
suggested, however, that there are 
one or two things he might learn 
gn the subject of film direction, 
When he reaches that stage, per- 
haps the transference of his stage 
successes to the talkies, directed by 
himself, may prove formidable can- 
didates for American picture 
houses. Jolo, 


THE LAST COUPON 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 27. 

Pritish International production, released 
through Wardour Films, directed by 
Thomas Bentiey. In cast, Leslie Fuller, 
Mary Jerrold and others. Running time, 
70 mins.; previewed at Prince Edward thee 
atre, London, July 21. 








British International missed @ 
rare opportunity in its filming of 
Ernest Bryon's play, ‘The Last 
Coupon.’ To elucidate: 

A coal miner fills out 23 news- 
paper coupons forecasting the re- 


sults of football matches. He also 
guesses right on the 24th, which 


carries with it a prize of $100,000. 
Terrific celebration, ete., when it is 
discovered he neglected to mail the 
final coupon. 

Plenty of story, aside from the 
main situation to sustain interest, 
but it should be apparent to any- 
body connected with the amusement 
industry that the comedy arises 
through the tragic situation of a 
poor miner believing himself inde<- 
pendently rich, discovering it was 
all lost through neglect. 

On the talking stage, the role of 
the miner was played legitimately. 
The film people employed a mug- 
ging comedian, which made the 
whole thing ridiculous, thereby re- 
legating the film, irrespective of its 
merits otherwise, to certain secon- 
dary position on any program. 

Atmosphere and general casting 
exaggerated throughout, with the 
exception of Mary Jerrold, who 
played the miner’s wife. She be- 
haved like a human being—never @ 
caricature. Jolo. 


FANCHONé MARCO 











+ Featured Acts - 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 








BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward’s Radio Stars” 














FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 


WILTON CRAWLEY 


‘The Thunder Storm of Jazz’ 


With HOT LIPS—HOT HIPS 
‘NIGHT CLUB?’ Idea 























Now Releasing 
HARRY RICHMAN in “I! LOVE A PARADE,” 
i-reel featurette 
STANLEY DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 
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Aylesworth Puts 
RKO ‘Theatre of 
Air’ Back on Air 


When the ‘RKO Theatre of the 
‘Air’ returns to its Friday evening 
niche on NBC, starting Sept. 30, 
Graham McNamee will be the m. c. 
Framing of. the program will be in 
charge of the network’s production 
staff although an RKO exec will be 
assigned to cooperate with the 
chain's producers. 

Theatre circuit’s session was sud- 
denly pulled off the ether when 
Martin Beck stepped in. Shortly 
after M. H. Aylesworth took over 
the RKO reins the program was 
ordered back as early as considered 
timely in the fall. 

Number of the circuit’s chief 
execs had opposed the broadcast 
ballyhoo from the start, holding 
that the loudspeaker attraction kept 
the set owner from attending the 
theatre that evening. It didn’t take 
much argument for Beck to yield 
to their point of view. 

Reschedtling of the program is 
in line with the Aylesworth policy 
and contention that radio and the 
screen and theatre can be made to 
cooperate to mutual advantage. 








Chicago, Aug. 8. 

The RKO local ether program, 
which was suspended during the 
summer, will be resumed over 
WENR on Wednesday evenings at 
8 p. m. It’s a local hookup with 
the Palace and State Lake theatres, 
with acts from these spots being 
used over this hour. 

Although the hour looks an ap- 
parent conflict with the best the- 
atre hours, there was no objection 
from RKO. 


RKO Adds on $1,200 
Wkly. for Kate Smith 
Broadcast Wire Charge 


High wire charges involved ne- 
cessitating the shifting of broad- 
casts origins is no obstacle towards 
vaude booking of top notch radio 
people. The average cost of a wire 
shift when a radio turn shoves out 
of New York for a stage booking, 
so that his broadcasting can go on, 
runs to over $1,000 per town. 

RKO is taking care of this in the 
20 weeks out-of-town for Kate 
Smith. Latter’s New York salary 
(currently at the Palace on a hold- 
over) is $5,000 per. Going to Boston 
next week, she tilts to $6,200, of 
which the $1,200 is for her CBS 
wire charges. 

Elsewhere, out-of-town, however, 
RKO is figuring an arrangement 
whereby Miss Smith will pay her 
Own wire charges, with her salary 
fixed at $6,000. 


CANADA DRY ACT 


Benny, Olsen’s Band, Ethel Shutta, 
Frey For RKO 

















Canada Dry program is being 
readied for a route over the RKO 
circuit. Vaude routine is now in 
process of being framed between 
George Olsen and Jack Benny, with 
special gag material also being au- 
thored for the act. Ethel Shutta 
and Fran Frey are set for the warb- 
ling assignments exclusively, while 
several stooges may be added to 
bolster th: comedy. 

Initial date for the act when ready 
to unveil before the footlights will 
be the Palace. 


Penner’s F&M Tab 


Joe Penner cancelled Trenton, 
Boston and Albany for RKO to hop 
out Saturday (6) to the coast for 





Fanchon & Marco’s tab ‘Follow 
Thru.’ His vaude partner, Max 
Hoffman, Jr., isn’t going into the 
same unit, but plans to hit the! 


Coast a fortnight later. 
Olive Olsen left earlier 
week to join the same F & M unit. 


in the | 








6th Floor Congestion 





Agents’ ‘cut’ having proved 
futile, since there are now 
more agents on the floor than 
formerly, the RKO booking of- 
fice is figuring out other ways 
to depopulate the exchange. 

Latest is a one-man rule for 
the half-dozen bootblacks who 
shine the agents and bookers’ 
shoes, with no more than one 
permitted on the floor at a 
time, 

Next week birth control. 


RKO CONSIDERS ASH 
AS CHI COMEBACK M.C. 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 


Paul Ash is being considered as 
permanent m.c. at the Palace. If 
assigned Ash will follow the pres- 
ent rotating band policy. 

Chi is Ash’s former stamping 
ground with RKO moguls holding 
that the Palace can be revived for 
big b.o. with Ash as a personality 
m.c. similar to past performances 
in local show biz. 

















Bernie-Downey at Cap, 
Then Dowling-Dooley-Coots 


‘Skyscraper Souls,’ holding over 
at the Capitol, New York, will have 
$10,500 worth of acts added on for 
the second week when Ben Bernie 
at $6,500 succeeds Abe Lyman and 
Morton Downey comes in at $4,000. 
Downey was to have topped the 
current week but his fiu attack 
forced cancellation. Zelaya drops 
out, but Milton Berle continues 
m.c’ing. 

Show to follow includes Eddie 
Dowling and Ray Dooley plus J. 
Fred Coots, songwriter-pianist ac- 
companying them. 








NBC SETS 2 


3 Blue Spades and Harriet Lee In 
Stage Debuts 








Three Blue Spades, harmony 
team slated for an NB€ build-up, 
have been included in the Para- 
mount, New York, bill for the week 
starting this Friday (12). It’s the 
first deluxe date for the trio, hav- 
ing recently been discovered and 
picked up by Harry Lenetska on a 
Philadelphia outlet. 

Warbling threesome go sustain- 
ing on a four-nights-a-week sched- 
ule starting next Monday (15). Net- 
work execs have instructed the NBC 
press department to give them the 
concentrated ballyhoo. Trio has 
been auditioned for Lucky Strike. 

Harriet Lee and Boy Friends, 
NBC sustaining feature, makes its 
stage debut at Loew’s Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn, Aug. 26. Further routing 
is dependent upon the show date, 





Couple of Radio Acts 
For Balto. Vaude Hipp 


Baltimore, Aug. 8. 

Two radio turns are on the books 
to headline in succession at the 
Hippodrome, town’s only, and indie, 
vaude spot. On Aug. 12 come the 
Funnyboners while the week fol- 
lowing brings in Don Redman’s or- 
chestra. 

House has been particularly suc- 
cessful with colored radio-plugged 
bands. Both incoming acts are 
known here through the _ ether 
waves, having local chain outlets. 





HARRIS’ MOTHER SUICIDES 
San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Mrs. Clara Bush, mother of Sam 
Harris, committed suicide here 
Aug. 2. 
Harris was formerly of Ackerman 
& Harris. 


KID ACT FOR BERLIN 


Geraldine and Joe, American kid 





act, opens Sept. 1, at the Scala, 
| Berlin, 
They sailed with their parents 


' Saturday (6), on the Lafayette, 





‘fourth place. 
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WKo. NOW TOPa 


Vet Vaude Circuit Displaced 
for Leadership — Loew’s 
25 Weeks for 1932-’33 
Equals RKO — Other 
Chains May Ditto—RKO 
Salaries Almost Down to 
Independent Level 





LOEW-F&M TALK 





The 30-year reign of the Keith 
circuit and its successor, RKO, at 
the top of the vaudeville heap is 
drawing to an abrupt close. For the 
first time since the commencement 
of booking variety bills on a cir- 
cuit basis, a season will start with 
a new leader in the amount of pilay- 
ing time. 

Not only will RKO be displaced 
in the leadership, but it is likely to 
start the '32-’33 season in third or 
Fanchon & Marco 
has taken the lead over the summer 
and signifies intentions of keeping 
it, while at least one other circuit 
booking office, Loew's, is in a po- 
sition to do likewise. 

F. & M. is at present down to a 
summer minimum of 26 weeks, but 
will start off with 50 weeks on or 
about Labor Day. Part o* this time 
will be three and a half weeks 
of RKO theatres which have con- 
tracted for the F. & M. units. 

RKO and Loew’s 26 

RKO will commence with approx- 
imately 26% weeks and Loew's 
about the same. 

Warners and Paramount- Publix 
are both talking vaudeville without 
reaching set plans as yet, but either 
of the two, especially Warners, 
which had more than 20 weeks on 
its vaudeville book last year, may 
pass RKO. 

Besides the loss of playing time 


(Continued on page 47) 


NABE HOUSE'S 
$15,000 SHOW 


Loew's Paradise, New York, will 
play a $15,000 vaudeville bill the 
week of Aug. 19, probably the most 
expensive ever spotted in a neigh- 
borhood theatre. It’s for flash pur- 
poses. House is in the Bronx. 

Bill will be set this week. Yes- 
terday (Monday) the probable name 
acts and their salaries were Phil 
Baker at $4,500, Morton Downey at 
$4,000, Abe Lyman’s band at $3,500 
and Hannah Williams at $1,150. 
Lyman, Baker and Miss Williams 
were on a recent Capitol show to- 
gether, with Lou Holtz, 


SCHULTZ BACK AGAIN 


Agent’s Three Months’ Suspension 
Rescinded by RKO 




















John Schultz of the Weeden & 
Schultz office is back on the RKO 
booking floor, his three months’ 
suspension having been lifted after 
two weeks by Martin Beck. 

Schultz was suspended when ac- 
cused of advising Frank Buck, who 
was booked direct at $750 for per- 
sonal appearances with his picture 
in the RKO houses, that he (Buck) 
needed an agent. 


Dempsey’s 5 for RKO 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Jack Dempsey will play five 
weeks for RKO opening at the Pal- 
ace, Chicago, Sept. 10. Palace, New 
York, follows. Weber-Simon office 
made the deal. 
Between now and opening, Demp- 








Embarrassing 
Decorah, Ia., Aug. 8. 
Hazel Blann and C. J. Brooks, 
with the Great White Way 


shows, are sitting out $25 fines 
in the county jail after having 
jumped board bills. The duo, 
two of five, were nabbed at 
Waverly and brought back 
here for having skipped after 
running ap a bill while the 
show was spotted here. 

In the case of the girl, she 
was taken off the stage while 
doing a shot illusion trick with 
a bullet proof vest on. Sheriff 
traf has requested the return 
of the props worn by the girl, 
including the vest. If the sheriff 
insists she may have to leave 
town when her time is up a la 
Godiva. 


CANTOR’S UNDERSTUDY 
FOR TABLOID ‘WHOOPEE’ 


Buddy Doyle who understudied 
Eddie Cantor in Ziegfeld’s ‘Whoo- 
pee’ will play the lead in Fanchon 

















& Marco’s tab version of the same 
show. He leaves for the Coast 
this week to start rehearsals. 
Cantor refused to get sick during 
the original ‘Whoopee’s’ run, and 
Doyle collected $20,000 in salaries 
without looking at an audience. 


Operettas as Second Half 
Of Radio City Programs 


Paris, Aug. 8. 


Just before he sailed, Erno Rapee, 
who will be musical conductor of 
Radio City, stated that the music 
hall will feature condensed oper- 
ettas for the second half of its bills. 
These will be authored by the fore- 
most librettists and composers, 

Operettas will be put on once a 
month, as is to be the policy for the 
entire show. 








CHAZ CHASE AN ANGEL 


Bankrolling Fritz Blocki’s Play in 
Chicago 








Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Fritz Blocki, formerly dramatic 
editor of the ‘American,’ left Thurs- 
day (4) for New York to cast his 
play, ‘The World Between,’ which is 
being bankrolled by Chaz Chase, 
vaudeville comic. Present plans are 
for a Chicago premiere about Sept. 
15, although Blocki while in New 
York may arrange to open the show 
at that point. 

Piece, metaphysical in theme, ran 
for four weeks as a little theatre 
attraction at DePaul University, 
Chicago, last spring. Chase, on the 
road with ‘Vanities,’ didn’t see the 
little theatre effort, but put up the 
dough on strength of reports, 

David Itkin will stage. 





Immigration Law Keeps 
Reri Out of Toronto 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 


FF. & M’s ‘Tahiti’ unit will play 
Toronto without Reri, as the im- 
migration difficulties prevent her 
making the trip and return. She is 
in the U.S. on a temporary permit 
and under bond. If she leaves she 
cannot re-enter. 

Reri will rejoin the unit in Buf- 
falo for the rest of her route, which 
ends in December. 





Dance Team Producing 


Fowler and Tamara are produc- 
ing dance acts for vaude. 

Team hasn’t retired profession- 
ally, but is sending out protege 
talent on the side. 


CITRON LOSES COMMISH 


Herman Citron'’s claim for com- 
mish on Fanchon & Marco’s routing 
of the Buster Shaver midget act 
was denied by F. & M. 

Mark Leddy booked the act and Is 





sey will barnstorm through 
northwest refereeing fights. | 


the |e 


ntitled to the commish, F. & M. 
ruled, 


OQUTRANKED FOR VAUDE 


Fa M'S 80 


[Bis- Time Vaude 
Only a Memory 
On West Coast 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Passing of big-time vaude on the 
Coast Aug. 11, with the dropping of 
stage fare by RKO establishes a 
new low for all time for that type 
of entertainment in the Pacific re- 


gion. Not since the Orpheum cir- 
cuit was launched in San Fransisco 
has the Coast ever before gone 
totally ‘dark’ as regards big-time 
vaude. 


After this week there remains but 
five weeks of vaude time available 
between Canada and Mexico along 
the Pacific slope. This comprises a 
week in Seattle, for Fox-West 
Coast; full week stands at the 
Downtown and Million Dollar here, 
and a week at the Strand, Long 
Beach. Two split weeks make up 
the balance. They consist of three 
four-day stands at the Hippodrome, 
downtown, and the Dome, Ocean 
Park. 

Only other vaude time available 
is half a dozen or so Saturday-Sun- 
day dates in nearby towns. Port- 
land, San Francisco, Oakland and 
San Diego rate no straight vaude 
houses, and any other spots are one 





or two night sporadic stands, where 
salaries are paid in cakes. 

RKO units booked in the five 
Coast cities for the closing week 
have been kept intact, with the ex- 
ception of the Seattle five-act unit, 
which retains only Benny Ross and 
Jack Gwinn. Other three acts were 
called back before reaching the Pa- 
cific slope. To fill the gap, Bern 
Bernard, RKO Coast booker, sent 
three acts out of here, They in- 
cluje Olga and Lester, Tommy 
Wonder and Sister and the Rangers. 

Influx of vaude talent is looked 
for here, with many of the 22 acts 
making up the five units on the 
closing week figuring for a try at 
pictures or some pickup booking 
locally, unless recalled by RKO 
New York booking office for other 
fill-in time. 


NBC ROUTES ACT SANS 
PRELIMINARY BUILD-UP 


Before even giving the boys a 
crack at a local or network build- 
up, the NBC Artists Service booked 
a singing act labelled The Radio 
Rogues into the RKO Prospect, 
Brooklyn, for a showing date, 
Comedy, harmony quintet opens to- 
morrow (10) on a split week basis. 

Boys had been brought into New 

York from an outlet affiliated with 
NBC, in line with the network’s 
search for available vaude talent. 
Chester Stratton, NEC, listened to 
the boys and figured them good 
enough as an attraction to step out 
for the circuit without the necessity 
of a preliminary series of sessions 
on the air. 
Radio Rogues is the first act 
rated as worthy vaude material from 
many submitted or recommended by 
some 30 stations controlled or affili- 
ated with NBC. 





Rube Wolf Closing 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 

Rube Wolf closes as m. ec. at the 
Warfield here Aug. 12, after 12 
weeks, 

No one set to follow, with possi- 
bility house, with its spot-booked 
stage shows, will discontinue the 
m. c. policy. 


Watkins in Providence 
Providence, Aug. 8. 


Harvey Watkins, former RKO 
booker, has become manager of the 
Albee (RKO) here. He succeeds 
William Dubach. Watkins was at 


the New York Hipp. 
Farle Belcia, formerly Skouras, 





succeeds Jack Hobby at the local 


‘RKO Victory. 
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“FURIOUSLY EXCITING” 


“What this country needs is more movies 
like ‘American Madness’! It’s terrific! 
And then some! ...It should be reviewed 


“and PRESS 





“SAYS REGINA CREWE 


and PUBLIC t 


“SPLENDID” 


“Splendid powerful drama ...Columbia’s 
young Frank Capra makes excellent 


pictures so consistently that he takes the 
spicy gamble out of movie going. Here 


he has done it again.” 
——Bland Johaneson, N.Y. Daily Mirror 


in exclamation points! . .. Columbia 
provides a remedy for the box office 


blues of the motion picture business in “WILL GRIP YOU” 
‘American Madness’. . . Furiously ex- “This one will grip you. Drop in and see 


citing entertainment which speaks for it... One of the most excitingly realistic 
mob scenes ever pictured on the screen 


itself. ‘American Madness’ is big.” i es called aialilaal 
pia 8 Crewe, N.Y. American | M1!) b -—William Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegeam 
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“SPECTACULAR’”’ “SURE CURE FOR BOX . 
“Timely and decidedly interesting en- OFFICE BLUES” 1 
tertainment ... Admirably handled... : ; . i 
Spectacular.” ‘Tt is the sort of a picture that will cause it 
—Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Evening Journal word of mouth advertising and is a sure iy 
“GRIP PIN G’’ cure for what is known along Broadway | 


Bs ae eure 


as the ‘box office blues’. Hére is a picture 


“*American Madness’ runs riot on the | ‘ : : 
m that will pack ’em in... ‘American 


Mayfair screen .. . It grips the imagina- 


tion and holds one’s interest to the end.” Madness’ is something nae % be passed ! 
—Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News up. By far the best talkie that has come 
“TUGS AT HEART” out of Hollywood in some time. Take . 
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the word of one who is fed-up on the 


“*American Madness’ stirs the blood and ; 
tugs at the heart... It makes you feel like a so-called motion picture epics ae don’t 


shout or a cry... Certainly worth seeing.” miss seeing “American Madness’. y/ 
—E. P., Brooklyn (N. Y.) Citizen ft | 
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NBC Becomes Subservient to RKO 
Agents in New Code; NBC Ordered 
To Open Its Doors for Auditions 


RKO agents association and the 
NBC Artists Service have gotten 
together on a working agreement 
similar to that existing between 
the agents and the vyaude circuit. 


Understanding, drawn up at a 
meeting last week, guarantees the 
network first ether call on all acts 
represented by members of the as- 
sociation. NBC in return agrees to 
protect the agents in the collection 
of their commissions from their acts 


playing engagements on the net- 


+ 





Private Phones Out 





All RKO execs and other em- 
ployees will hereafter do their 
phoning through the circuit's 
switchboard. 

Private phones are out from 
now on. 











work or on any of the NBC con- 
trolled outlets. 
Under the code 


(Continued on page 46) 


agreed to, the 











Authorized RKO Artists’ Representatives 


and Officially Franchised 


Agents and 


Associates 





SAMUEL BAERWITZ 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 


CHARLES MORRISON 


Suite 1014 Bond Bldg. 
1560 Broadway, New York 
LARRY PUCK, Associate 








HENRY BELLIT 


‘Come in and Have a Talk’ 


Suite 406, 156) S'way, New York BR. 9-5134 





PHIL MORRIS 


Artists’ Representative 


1564 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 








M. S. BENTHAM 


HARRY LANG, FRANK MUFSON 
PAUL DURAND, DENNIS DuFOR 








ROGER E. MURREL 
Associate: HARRY SEAMON 
Studio 3, The Playhouse 
137 West 48th St., New York 
BRyant 9-8944 








BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 Broadway 


> 





HARRY NORWOOD 


Suite 403, Palace Theatre Bidg. 











NEW YORK BRyant 9-3619 
GEORGE CHOOS O. L. OZ 


HARRY KALCHEIM 
1619 Broadway 


Artists’ Representative 
Suite 708, Palace Theatre Bidg. 











NEW YORK EW YORK CITY 
cURTIS & ALLEN JAMES E. PLUNKETT 


1564 roadway, New York 
BRyant 9-3648 
BERNARD BURKE, Gen. Mer. 
Asst. MILES INGALLS, JOHN HICKEY 


MAX TISHMAN, General Manager 

THOMAS CURRAN, Associate 

Suite 905, 1564 Broadway, New York 
Phone BRyant 9-6571 





~ GUS EDWARDS 





PRODUCER 
(Star Maker) 
Suite 140-42 
ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK 


RICHARDS & LENETSKA 


Suite 1511 
1560 Broadway, New York 











HARRY FITZGERALD 


Palace Theatre Bidg., New York 
Associate, DANNY COLLINS 


~HARRY A. ROMM 
LEONARD ROMM 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
Cable: Haromm BRyant 9-8534-5 








LEO FITZGERALD 


and 
WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
Enfranchised RKO Agents 
Hanover Bank Bldg., LA 4-9710—9756 





Partnership 


MAURICE H. "ROSE 
and HUGO MORRIS 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 1564 B’way, N. Y. 
BRyant 9-9157 
PADDY SCHWARTZ, WM. O’DAY, Asso. 








Marty FORKINS 


and 


Chas. BIERBAUER 


1564 Broadway, New York 
Suite 1003-4... BRyant 9-0766-7 





LEE P. STEWART 
and EDWARD RILEY 


Vaudeville—Radio—Pictures 
904 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-0551 





JACK HART | 


Now Affiliated With 


BILLY JACKSON 


BRyant 9-1753 1560 Broadway, New York 


JOE SULLIVAN 
1560 Broadway, Suite 906 
WAYNE CRISTY 
LEW EDELMAN—GEORGE POLI 








JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway 
NEW YORK 





PHIL TYRRELL 


Associate: PAUL DEMPSEY 
1560 Broadway, New York 
Suite 406 BRyant 9-8589-5134 





EDWARD S. KELLER | 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


CHARLES S. WILSHIN 
Affiliated Member, 
Bert Wishnew, Associate 
Tel. BRyant 9-4648 





Suite 502 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
and Equitable Bldg., Hollywood, Calif. 








MILTON LEWIS — 


Associated With 


MAX GORDON 





WEEDEN & sciULTZ 


Associate, WILLIAM C. WEEDEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 





Cc. B. MADDOCK 
NICK AGNETA 


4 


JACK WEINER 





237 WEST 48TH STREET New York 
“The Playhouse”’ BRyant 9-1531 





Palace Theatre Bldg. 


Harry Weber-Simon Agency 
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Fox Milwaukee Week 
Splits Acts’ B&K Dates |4 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

‘Rhapsody in Black’ plays the Up- 
town and Tivoli for B&K, with the 
Wisconsin, Milwaukee, for Fox in- 
tervening week of Aug. 12. 

Another B&K headliner breaking 
his Chicago time with a week at 
this Milwaukee house is Ted Lewis. 
After two weeks, Aug. 5-19, at the| 
Oriental, Lewis will play the Wis- 
consin, then returns here for one 
week each at the Tivoli and Up- 
town. 


Chicago Flurry 
Over Gags Used 
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Acts Near-Stranding i in Minnpls. 
Thru Sudden RKO Coast Shutdown 





Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 


| Sudden discontinuation of vaude- 
| ville by the seven Coast RKO 
|houses is working a severe hard- 
ship on acts that have been arriv- 
ing in Minneapolis the past several 
weeks to start a tour of the circuit 
only to find, after their single week 
engagement here, they are without 
more playing time and haven't any 
place to go. 

Several of the acts are virtually 
stranded here, lacking funds to re- 
turn east. They have been burning 
up the wires to carry them back to 





On B & K Stages 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

A miniature tempest has been 
stirred up locally by Lloyd Lewis, 
dramatic critic of the ‘Daily News, 
by publicly slamming Balaban & 
Katz for dirt material in stage pres- 
entations. Attack was directed par- 
ticularly against the recent George 
Jessel-Sophie Tucker show at the 
Oriental and the Bert Wheeler-Lil- 
lian Roth bill a week later at the 
Chicago theatre. Lewis once worked 
for B&K, 
Of Bert Wheeler the critic wrote: 
‘he insists upon assuming that he is 
at a stag banquet. Jessel and So- 
phie Tucker were also targets but 
the point raised was not so much 
the blue material of the comedians 
but whether B&K was departing 
from its traditional policy of cater- 
ing to ‘family audiences.’ 
Lewis has been sent many ‘atta- 
boy’ letters from citizens, clubwom- 
en, and the clergy. 

Circuit’s Side 
At Balaban & Katz an executive 
declared that, ‘If we ran our or- 
ganization by what professional 
critics write in their column, we'd 
have to change our policy every 
day.’ However, by implication, the 
exec admitted that the shows in 
question were possibly ‘too sophis- 
ticated and Broadwayish’ for this 
metropoiis. Inference was that they 
had been more or less experimeniéal 
to see if the public would respond. 
Indications locally are that hence- 
forth material will be more rigidly 
supervised. 
B&K feels that too much has been 
made of the matter and that Jessel, 
Wheeler, and Tucker were not as 
offensive to the zeneral public as to 
those individual purists. There was 
plenty of laughter and no patrons 
stopped on the way out to complain 
or ask their money back. 


F&M “TOPSY-EVA’ TAB 
WITH ROSETTA DUNCAN 


Fanchon & Marco and Rosetta 
Duncan are talking over a revival 
of ‘Topsy and Eva’ as a picture 
house tab with Miss Duncan in the 
lead, 

Proposition involves another girl 
for the ‘Eva’ role in place of Vivian 
Duncan, who played it in the orig- 
inal. Vivian, now Mrs. Nils Asther, 
isn’t available. 














lowa Town’s Vaude 


Mason City, Ia., Aug. 8. 
Cecil is to feature stage attrac- 
tions this season. 
Tom Arthur, manager, is book- 
ing through Nan Elliot, of William 
Morris agency in Chicago. 


INDIE’S VAUDE, MAYBE 
San Francisco, Aug. 8. 

With RKO vaude out of the Oak- 
land Orpheum Aug. 12, leaving 
house on straight pix policy, the 
Premier, Oakland, may take advan- 
tage of the Orph’s change by put- 
ting in acts, booked locally, 


TASHMAN-MURRAY-F&M 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Lilyan Tashman and Ken Mur- 
ray have been booked by Fanchon 
& Marco. 

They open at the Fox, San Fran- 
cisco, for one week, beginning on 
Aug. 12. 











F-WC’'s New Vaude Spot 

Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Fox-West Coast Dome, Ocean 
Park, straight pictures for past two 
years, will play five acts of vaude 
last bali of week starting Aug. 12. 
Despite F. & M. affiliations with 
the circuit, Meiklejohn office, an | 








NEW YORK 


indie, will book the house, 


Broadway. 
Two recent acts, Siler and Wells 





Passenger Lists 


Off, But Boats Are 
Using Load of Acts 


Although the passenger lists on 
liners making weekly short cruises 
are running under expectations, the 
shows carried are using as many 
specialty acts as originally planned. 
There were 60 performers on two 
boats which went out Friday and 
Saturday (5-6). 


Saturday sailing was the ‘Belgen- 
land’ on its six day, two point 
cruise. The show which goes on 
three times, with changed routines, 
consists of Gypsy Ensemble, Eric 
Titus, Wellington and Fay, Gloria 
Lee, Sherr Brothers, Mabel -Doo- 
little, Grace Perry, Lucille Van 
Siller, Marge Conway, Grace Pau- 
vini, Serge Abagoff, Mischa Markoff, 
Angela Venez, Edith Rogers, Nina 
Susoff,° ‘White Way  Revelers’ 
(band). Susoff and Venez remain 
in Bermuda for a two weeks date. 


On the ‘Aquitania’ were the Steele 
Sisters, Caroline Nolte, Zara Lee, 
Kare, Noyes and LeBarron, Bev- 
erly Adams, Dell Faust, Bobby Ber- 
nard, Alex Rothoff, Alfred Chigi, 
Waneyo. Floor show revue was 
dropped on this boat which gives 
two performances and a Sunday 
concert on the trip. 





— 


and Bellet and Lamb, got away be. 
fore notice was received here of the 
west coast closings. They traveled 
all the way across the continent to 
Seattle only to find that there 
wasn't any work for them on the 
coast. They had to travel back east 
at their own expense. 

One of the acts on last week's bill 
was willing to jump here from Mil- 
waukee, their home, for the single 
week’s work. Alice Joy, after her lo- 
cal engagement, returned to Cleve. 
land, where she has a 13 weeks’ rae 
dio contract. 














Fox, B’klyn 
Indefinitely 

















PRINCESS 


WAHLETKA 


Headlining RKO Circuit 


Just Finished Engagement 
Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles 
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Skouras-RKO N.Y. 


Vaude Into Academy and Coliseum 


Mention of the Coliseum and the 
Academy theatres as among the 
RKO booking assignments of Ar- 
thur Willi indicates that Skouras 
and RKO have made definite ar- 
rangements which spots in the New 
York pooling deal go to vaude and 
which stick to straight films. Jef- 
ferson, RKO’s 14th street spot, goes 
straight films as does the Skouras 
Audubon, uptown. 

There is no date gtven when the 
new policies get under way, but the 
RKO bookers yesterday (Monday), 
shoved into their new scheme of 
booking. Under that plan Arthur 
Willi handles the circuit’s prin- 
ciple locations in New York, in- 
cluding the Palace; Albee, Brook- 
lyn; Keith’s, Boston, and the Coli- 
seum and Academy, New York. 

Although at first reported that 
Phil Bloom would handle the 
‘break-ins’ at the Prospect, Brook- 
lyn, house has been turned over to 
Dolph Leffler. Other houses booked 
by Leffler include the Boston, Bos- 
ton; Albee, Providence, and RKO 




















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week Aug. 12) Palace, Chicago 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R IC oH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma’s Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE .h. 

“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week Aug. 13) Palace, New York 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 


WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 

MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 

JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 




















WANTED 


Young Good Looking 
Chorus Girls Immediately 


Apply in person to I. N. Weber 
office (Room 210), Strand The- 
atre Bldg., 1585 Broadway, New 
York City. 











DeviTO A AND DENNY 


With DOT STEVENS 


Very Lousee, Biggest Stage 
Wait in Vaudeviile.’”— Variety’ 


This Week (Aug. 6) State Lake, 
Chicago 


Ls 





Pool Sees 


+ 





Our Moms 


It was a battle of 
mammas in behalf of their 
children during the first two 
days of the current New York 
Capitol bill’s engagement. The 
mammas who squared off were 
Lillian Roth’s mamma and 
Milton Berle’s mamma, and 
both mammas wanted top bill- 
ing for their respective kids. 

Abe Lyman band, the show’s 
highest salaried act and logical 
headliner for that reason, 
settled the argument when Ly- 
man volunteered to relinquish 
first billing just to keep peace 
in the family. 

Lillian and Milton are now 
jointly headlining and both 
mammas are satisfied. 


stage 











houses in Trenton and Paterson, 
N. J. 

Chi spots are divided between 
Bill Howard and Phil Bloom. Bloom 
takes the State Lake, while How- 
ard books the Palace in the Windy 
City. In addition Howard also gets 
the principal western books for the 
circuit including the Palace and the 
10th St. theatres, Cleveland, and the 
RKO vaude spots in Syracuse, 
Rochester, Toronto, Schenectady, 
St. Louis and Kansas City. 

Bloom will handle any and all 
houses in Texas. besides Akron, 


New Orleans, Minneapolis, Toledo, 
Youngstown, Denver, Omaha and 
Dayton. 





FIVE ACTS, TWO PIX 
COAST TWIN BILLING 


Les Angeles, Aug. 8. 

First double billing at a combina- 
tion vaudfilm first run theatre here 
is the State, Long Beach, which 
went into that policy last Saturday. 

House uses five RKO acts and 
Warner, RKO, Columbia and Uni- 
versal product. 








Scheuing’s Ist Agenting 
Date for 3 Pickens Sis 


Pickens Sisters, NBC contractees, 
set for Loew’s Valencia, Jamaica, 
starting Aug. 19, the warbling trio’s 
first stage date. It’s the first book- 
ing along this line put through by 
Ed Scheuing on his new assignment 
as vaude agent for the NBC Artists’ 
Service. 


BOSWELLS’ $250 BOOST 


Boswell Sisters take over top- 
line spot on the Capitol, N. Y., stage 
show this Thursday (11). It’s for 
one week only. 

Girls get a $250 more for this en- 
gagement than that obtained when 
they played the house a fortnight 
ago. Their last salary was $2,000. 


BYTON’S 17-PEOPLE FLASH 
Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Glen Burt-Billy Diamond booking 
office breaks the ice Aug. 13, when 
opening the new Ironwood theatre, 
Ironwood, Mich., with a 17-people 
girl act. 

Dorothy Byton revue launches the 
new booking office. Seven days’ time 
lined up for act. 


DAILEY TO FRISCO FOR RKO 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Ken Dailey replaces Ellis Levy 
as RKO booker in the San Francisco 
office. He will handle indie presen- 
tations and Bay region club book- 
ing. 

Dailey was formerly booker un- 
der Bern Bernard in the local RKO 














Barnes in F-M Unit 
Hollywood, Aug. &. 
T. Roy Barnes is latest stage 
comedian to be put under a Fan- 
chon & Marco contract. 
He will head a unit, 
duced this fall. 
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HALF AND HALF 


Pugs and Strippers On Alternate 
In 2nd Balto. Burley 


Aug. &§. 

After many years of struggling 
with only one burleycue 
appears set for a couple 
this coming season. It means the 
into the field of the old 
Palace, former kouse of the oléd 
Columbia wheel. | 

Plans call for stock burlesque to 
prize-fizhts 
and wrassling meets. Wrestling has 
been something of a clicx in this 
town, the outdoor -musement park, 
Carlin’s, having been running them 
once weekly for the past months to 
profits. 

Back of the move for fisticuffs at 
the Palace is the recent demolition 
of the old Folly burlesque house. 
which made money with the mitt- 
throwing nites, 

Gayety, and new Columbia wheel 
house, is now prettving up to throw 
on tie runway switch last weck 
this month. 


POLI HOUSES 
STAGE SHOWS 
AGAIN 


New Haven, Aug. 8. 

Harry Arthur has completed plans 
to reopen stage shows over the Poli 
circuit starting Labor Day week. 
The Poli, Bridgeport, and the Cap- 
itcol, Hartford, take on presenta- 
tions, and split-week vaude is 
planned for the Bijou, New Haven; 
Globe, Bridgeport; Plaza, Worces- 
ter; and the Nelson, Springfield. 

Differences with the stage hands 
only in Worcester, Springfield and 
Hartford are holding up the strike 
settlement with the unions. So far 
as other type of labor is concerned, 
understandings have been reached 
all around the circuit. 

In the three towns mentioned, be- 
cause of the differences with the 
stagehands, the return of union la- 
bor to other Poli theatres in the 
seven New England towns where 
Arthur operates is being held up. 


SEXTET OF AGENTS’ 107 
COMMISHES SETTLED 


Six disputes were settled by the 
RKO agents’ association’s arbitra- 
tion board last week, principally 
that between Harry Fitzgerald and 
Paul Dempsey over representation 
of Ted Healy. The act was awar“ea 
to Dempsey. Fitzgerald emerged as 
victor in another case, however, 
getting the nod over Harry Nor- 
wood in their claim for Harriet 
Hoctor. 

The Healy case dates back to the 
time Dempsey left the Fitzgerald 
office to become Healy’s personal 
manager. Upon returning to the 
RKO floor as an agent, Dempsey, 
through connections with another 
office, became Healy’s agent besides 
his manager. Fitzgerald claimed 
that since his office represented 
Healy prior to Dempsey’s departure, 
he still holds the RKO representa- 
tion rights. 

In another dispute it was decided 
that Nat Sobel shall release al! 
claims to the Burt Frohman act 
upon the latter’s payment of one 
week’s commission for bookings se- 
cured by Sobel and accepted by the 
act, but not played. 

Richards & lLenetska claimed 
Weeden & £Schultz wrongfully 
signed Clark’s Napoleon Rhythm 
band with Olsen and Johnson. 
3Z0ard decided the members of the 
act were at liberty to sign with 
the team as a new combination. 

Claim of the Eddie Keller office 
against Allan Mann and Co. was 
withdrawn upon settlement. NBC’s 
claim on East and Dumke (‘Sisters 
of the Skillet’) as the radio act’s 
j;agent was sustained against objec- 


Baltimore, 





spot, 




















tions from the Marty Forkins office 
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Alger Story 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Milton Trohler hag been pro- 
moted from usher to treasurer 
at the RKO Palace. 
Replaces Max 
brother of agent, 


VAUDE BACK AT BALTO, 
WASH., LOEW’S, AUG. 19 


Washington and Baltimore re- 
turning to stage shows Aug. 19 after 
playing straight pictures over the 
summer, will add two full weeks to 
the Loew vaudeville book. These 
are the first of the towns due to 
return and make up a route of from 
20-25 weeks of bills salaried at 
$3,000 to $5,000. Both played Loew's 
picture house units last season. 

With Wash and Balto added, the 
Loew route for higher priced vaude- 
vills bills will amount to eight 
weeks. Houses and towns now in 
are the Capitol, State, Metropolitan 
and Paradise, New York; Valencia, 
Jamaica; Jersey City, Boston and 
Montreal. 


Kalcheim, 
wro is out. 

















Sam Harris’ Musical 
Tabs for President, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 

Sam Harris contemplates an ap- 
proximate Sept. 15 opening for his 
musitab troupe at the long dark- 
ened President, which he has leased 
from the Winship estate. 

Harris recently sold his interest 
in Ackerman & Harris and Casino 
theatre to Walter Preddey and 
hasn't engaged in theatre biz since. 





FUNNY BONERS’ 1ST DATE 
CBS has booked the Funny Bon- 
ers into the Hippodrome, Baltimore, 
for a week, starting Saturday (12). 
Act’s first stage dates. 








There will be 36 RKO houses 
devoted partly to vaude this new 
season. That's slightly over 25% 


of the actively operated spots on 
the circuit. 

Recapitulation of 
time will have that 
ing on a 26%-week book 
Labor Day. This includes 3% 
weeks of Fanchon & Marco. More 
time will be determined by the way 
these 26%, weeks click with the 
public in these keys. 

In amount of time, 
weeks, of which only 23 
straight RKO vaude, is the lowest 
point yet reached by that outfit. 
It runs to around equal with Loew's 
contemplated plans but may be ex- 
tended later. 

Attending the policy meeting 
with H. B. Franklin were Martin 
Beck, hend of the booking office, 
George Godfrey, Phil Reisman and 
Herschel Stuart. 

Of its 3% weeks, Fanchon & 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Farewell 
OFF FOR EUROPEAN BOOKINGS 
Wish all our friends a healthfui and 
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ZIMBALIST and NE HAMPKIN 
Russian Harmonica Virtuoso 


Coloratura Soprano 
Just finished 11 weeks Sid Grauman 


Prologue 

Grand Hotel, Chinese Theatre, Los 
Angeles 

THIS WEEK, PARAMOUNT, LOS 
ANGELES 
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ENRICA »» NOVELLO 


DANCERS OF GRACE AND ABILITY 
TWO ENGAGEMENTS 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, FROLICS NIGHT CLUB, LOS ANGELES 


THIS WEEK, AUG. 11 














PLAYING RETURN. 


EDDIE GARR 


ENGAGEMENT 


This Week (Aug. 6), RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Proud to Have Been Selected by KATE SMITH for Her Second Record Breaking Week 














Personal Manager, HARRY YOUNG—RKO, PHIL OFFIN 
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NEW ACTS 














EDDIE GARR 
Comedy, Singing 
13 Mins.; One 
Palace, New York 

It's this personable lad’s second 
appearance at the Palace in three 
months. When the house turned 
grind Garr was on the initial bill, 
doing a single and later weaving in 
and out of the Gus Edwards ‘New 
Stars on Parade’ shindig. Present 
occasion finds him a scintillating 
addition to the Kate Smith ‘Swanee 
Music Revue’ on its second stanza, 
with Garr filling the spot made va- 
cant by Cliff Edward’s sudden call 
to Hollywood. 

Garr reveals all evidences of a 
distinct comer. Outside of the per- 
sonality that makes itself felt from 
the moment the boy opens his 
month to warm them up with a 
sprinkle of so-so gags, the youth 
uncoils a knack for mimicry that’s a 
darb. 

Sticks pretty closely in his reper- 
toire .o names and manners easily 
recognizable. Take-offs on Schonz- 
zle Durante, Chevalier, Vallee and 
Tl Wynn each in turn sock the bell, 
limming the shadows as well as the 
highlights of these variegated lumi- 
naries. But the juciest imitation 
of them all is Garr’s replica of the 
James Barton drunk epic, in which 
the former’s adding of a touch of 
his own here and there produce 
comedy effects that even the origi- 
nator can make note of and admire. 

Odec, 


JIM COGLIN and CO, (5) 
Sketch 

13 Mins. in One and Three 
G, 0. H., N. ¥. 


No card in the files for this sketch 
and Coglin was around lately in an- 
other which, like this one, was de- 
rived from hoary and historical aft- 
erpieces. That’s where much of the 
Broadway musical comedy comes 
from, too, so Coglin is in good com- 
pany. Sketch opens with a drop in 
one with scrim to disclose the in- 
terior as well as exterior of a hos- 
pital. House surgeon in the set 
complaining that his patient and an 
interne are playing hockey. Blacks 
to the outside of the institution and 
Coglin and the interne (who looks 
more like an orderly) roll in, drunk. 
Comedy bit and drop flied to give 
the full hospital room and patient 
ordered to bed and quiet prescribed, 
That's the cue for all sorts of in- 
terruptions, from a fat little girl 
with a horn to a couple of gunmen. 
Did not get as many laughs here as 
might have been anticipated, but 
Coglin gets over some smooth com- 
ment, and it should go over better 
when it has been worked longer. 

Had the deuce here and about 
the indicated position until the 
rough edges get worn off. Can be 
made into something with smarter 
playing, 





LES CAULFIELD REVUE (6) 
Songs and Dances 

14 Mins. in Four, Own 
@: 0. HN. «¥. 


Caulfield has been around in a 
number of act formations, but this 
seems to be a more ambitious ef- 
fort with four girls and a male 
pianist. Opens with Caulfield in one 
for a vocal introduction, then full 
stage, a black gold and. silver set 
which looks dingy in insufficient 
light. Man at the piano and two 
girls on for legmania. Third girl 
comes down from the flies on a 
platform with angel wing backings 
and goes into a dance with Caul- 
field. Two girls back for another 
brief set of kicks, then the fourth 
girl in a cooch costume, but no 
wriggles. Caulfield and the blonde 
back for a flirtation number and the 
other single on for a nice toe bit 
with the blonde doing a hot acro 
routine and all on the finish. 

Act lacks speed and class and the 
musical arrangements add nothing 
to the general effect. Does well 
enough for a closing act in houses 
of this class, but can’t expect bet- 
ter placement until more expertly 
staged. 


Set 


JACK MASON 
Songs 
15 Mins. in One. 
Prospect, Brooklyn 

Billed as ‘The Voice of the South,’ 
Jack Mason by no means suggests 
the novice, working with certainty 
and a good sense of applied show- 
manship. Opens with a radio set, 
fed bya disc announcing itself as 
Mason. “Me demurs and they agree 
to harmonize Harvest Moon, which 
is done neatly. Then the set is re- 
tired and he goes into talk and 
songs, varying his somewhat 
falsetto tenor with whistling and 
chatter. Some of the latter is local 


p litics and one or two are a bit 
forced, but his talk is average and 
does not run too long. At this easy 
house his 15 minutes were all ac- 
ceptable to the crowd. Neat ap- 


pearance and a pleasing voice qual- 
ify him for the second spot on most 
any type of program, 


AL TUCKER AND SOCIETY OR- 

CHESTRA (9) 
Band 
18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, New York 

In about 1918 Tucker first had 
this kind of an act. Then he tried 
a two-act as Tucker and Smith and 
for a while a three-act as Tucker, 
Smith apd Sibley. He's back to his 
original idea, dressed up and 
brought to date. It’s a good idea 
and ought to get him some place. 

Layout at opening is. somewhat 
reminiscent of Charlie Ahearn’s 
Millionaire Band outfit. Bandmen 
all made up as bums on the loose 
and very playful. It isn’t a steal 
from Ahearn since Tucker was do- 
ing it when Ahearn was a bicycle 
act. Anyhow, it quickly turns into 
a completely different thing, be- 
cause Tucker’s men actually are 
musicians, whereas Ahearn’s lads 
do nothing but hoke. 
Tucker has managed to find him- 
self some really capable musical 
lads, including an extra high bari- 
tone that’s the money for sure ap- 
plause, and an acrobatic boy that 
plays the harmonica in between giv- 
ing imitations of wrestlers. 
Tucker gets in a minute or so of 
his trick fiddling, but otherwise 
lets the other lads do most of the 
work with himself worrying about 


laughs. 
It’s a good act. Kauf. 


FRED LIGHTNER & ROSCELLA 
Comedy 

15 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, New York 


Winnie’s little brother Fred and 
quite a lad. A bit less than a year 
ago he was caught and called a 
comedian with an_ unfortunate 
choice of material. Today there’s 
no doubt about him. He’s a comic 
with ability and—more unusual— 
adaptability. He’s now working an 
act that is bound to please. 
Lightner has put the big red ears 
on the shelf, and with it his ultra- 
Broadway flippishness. He's still 
flip, but on the family time. He’s 
discovered that the lads on Second 
avenue don’t understand the idio- 
syncracies of in-front-of-the-Palace 
chatter. He works in ordinary street 
clothes and depends on nothing but 
his wit to put him over. And he 
has enough wit to get away with it. 
Only one more change could be 
made for the betterment of Light- 
ner’s act. He could send his pretty 
but useless (as far as stage goes) 
partner i@ the park to take a walk 
while the act is on and work single. 
But he isn’t li¥ely to shelve her, so 
maybe it oughtn’t to be mentioned. 
Kauf. 





FRANK ELLIS (3) 

Skit 

16 Mins.; Two (Special) 

Orpheum, New York 

For years Frank Ellis did a two- 
act with Marie Walsh, known as 
Walsh and Ellis and featuring a 
tricky tune, ‘Ours Is a Nice House.’ 
His latest offering is a skit in which 
the only singing is done by the girl, 
Florence Brower, balance of the 
material being talk. 

Ellis’s turn shapes up as a pleaser 
with enough laughs, novelty and 
story to rate satisfaction in. most 
of the better class neighborhoods. 
Miss Brower opens doing a song 
bit behind a practical window in 
house drop carried, Ellis coming up 
to call on her. Majority of the talk 
is along argument lines over break- 
ing of their engagement and the 
girl’s new b. f., done by Arthur 
Shields with a slight pansy touch. 
Then the final make-up, with the 
interloping b. f. given the air. 

A novely finish is provided, aided 
ty some more singing from Miss 
Brower. Char, 


DOROTHY DOUGLAS and. 
SIRENS (5) 

Flash 

10 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Mt. Morris 

A flash along economy lines which 
rates okay for houses of the inde- 
pendent grade such as Mt. Morris. 
Miss Douglas isn’t out of the small- 
time camp on doing a prima donna, 
but in dance and other work acquits 
herself fairly well. 

Her line of four girls do several 
numbers, but until the finish, in 
single bits, when they make a good 
showing, their routines lack both 
staging and execution. 

A horse bit with a prop ‘Spark 
Plug’ and Miss Douglas acting as 
trainer, serves as novelty besides 
digging up a couple laughs. 
Opened six-acter here, girl’s spe- 
cialties putting act across for fair 
reception Thursday night. Char, 








‘BROADWAY PARADE’ (7) 
Flash 
11 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Mt. Morris 

Neither below nor above the av- 
erage to be found in the better class 
neighborhood indie houses, but has 
some good. possibilities. Mash has 





much that entertains and is both 
| routined and mounted with an eye 
to better taste than ordinarily 


STATE, N. Y. 


Despite the counter draw of the 
IXate Smith revusical now in its 
second week at the Palace, this 
Loew mainstreeter shouldn't find it 
much of an effort to turn in an 
average tally this week. Pace the 
turnstile picked up through Satur- 
day afternoon not only assured. this, 
but indicated a good chance of the 
house's coming through. with a 
grand note or two over the previous 
stanza. 

House has the picture, ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade,’ a couple of 
easily recognizable names to flash on 
the marquee and well-knit: bill of 
substantial entertainment. James 
Barton and Art Jarrett are the 
names sharing the box office’s hopes, 
with Anatol Friedland’s ‘Show Boat 
Revue’ on hand to round out and 
perk up matters with pep, beauty 
and color. 

With Marty May doubling out of 
the Friedland extravaganza into a 
separate spot farther up the board, 
the bill could technically be rated 
as only five acts. Whatever the 
classification, and certainly the turn 
put on by May makes his deserving 
of full enjoyment of the tag, that 
doubling helps nip in the pay roll 
somewhat after the coin had been 
generously spread among Barton, 
Jarrett and the revue. Runoff in- 
clined toward the sluggish in sev- 
eral spots on the first show, but 
were the sort of awkward breaches 
that are eliminated after another 
performance or two. Situation of 





around smaller independent vaude 
stands. 

Four people (2 m, 2 w) work to- 

gether mostly, with the: girls top- 
ping the work of the boys on 
smoothness and technique. Lads 
when stepping out alone to do a 
buck in one, however, preve up very 
good. A single dancer, also, shows 
up better farther down in the act 
on her second number. In her first 
acrobatic specialty, among. other 
things she fails to point her toes on 
high kicks. 
Act carries a team of acrobats in 
head to head, head balancing and 
hand to hand work. They were 
liked immensely up here. 

On the windup in full the acrobats 
are included. Char. 





WHITEY ROBERTS (1) 
Dances, Juggling, Comedy 
13 Mins.; One 

Prospect, Brooklyn 


Trouble with this personable chap 
is he tries to crowd in too much and 
altogether chatters too much, the 
chatter being mostly unoriginal and 
too political in nature. Also, his 
attempt to crow while offering what 
he calls a ‘Brooklyn Stomp’ is al- 
most goofy. His best bit is his 
waltz clog and the quiet appearance 
of a girl support after Roberts fails 
to carry the audience as a single. 
Deuce on a 5-act ‘break-in’ pro- 
gram before kids and over big. 

The girl plays a dumb character, 
Rober: calls Sis, and whom he at- 
tempts to teach a juggling trick. 
The plate cracking that follows is 
expected and so loses some punch, 
but nevertheless carries a bit of 
humor. 

Needs some handling and show- 
manly advice. It might be a tip for 
Roberts not to try to sing. Shan, 


BERNARD and KAY 
Comedy, Singing 

16 Mins.; One 

Mt. Morris 


Mixed combination, with the man 
doing a burlesqué comic type be- 
sides some singing, the forte of the 
girl member, who also acts as foil 
for the man. Worthy of better time 
than this house represents, 
Much of the talk indulged lands 
laughs and is sold with effective- 
ness, but the best of it is moved up 
ahead, with the poorest around the 
kissing bit toward the end. 
Woman does a pop medley, regis- 
tering on voice and personality about 
the middle, with her partner follow- 
ing it up with a special arrange- 
ment, ‘My Woman,’ designed partly 
for a few chuckles, 
Fifth here on a six-act bill Thurs- 
day night and over fairly good. 
Char. 





MURRAY ‘LANE and HIS 
RASCALS 

Harmonica Band 

13 Mins; Two (Special) 


‘| Prospect, Brooklyn 


So far as observation permits this 
a piratical copy of the Borrah Min- 
evitch act, and a mediocre copy at 
that. No doubt it is working cheap- 
er than Minevitch. It offers no 
originality and no improvement. 
That it showed here for KAO may 
bring the presumption that it’s okay 
to be considered. Maybe the book- 
ers can guage its value from the kid 
reaction here, which was great. The 
aucience was 90% kids when caught 
in the middle of a five-act ‘break- 
in’ program. Special street drop 
is used for setting. 

Opens with a youth in gamin 
clothing attempting a song, then 
band appears and toward finale an- 
other kid tries a song. Sandwiched 
ir is a routine copied from Minne- 
vich, even up to the midget biting 
bit. Lane, himself, copies Minne- 


having two. singleton male turns, 
Jarrett and Barton, following each 
other could have been avoided by 
putting the Marty May session. be- 
tween them, and perhaps have made 
it easier for the headline comic to 
warm them up. 

Task of taking the stage retinue 
away from the starting mark went 
to the Kanasawa Troupe, who put 
on a risley exhib brief, but replete 
with all the exciting highlights of 
the art. On the next turnup of the 
lights Buster Shaver introduced a 
couple of midgets from his ‘Tiny 
Town Revue,’ Olive and George, and 
unwound a novelty act of smartness 
and distinctive: Mites have the 
looks, are perfectly formed and at- 
tired and pack enough versatile tal- 
ent and personality to make up for 
a trainload of the average midget 
troupe. Odd spectacle that of a 
normal doing a flirtation song and 
dance with a liliputian, but the 
Shaver manner is oke from every 
angle. Crack piece of staging and 
showmanship all the way up to the 
whirlwind waltz by the midget at 
the finish, with Shaver particularly 
deserving of the warm sendoff ac- 
corded. 

Easy-going style of Marty May 
and the ingratiating personality of 
his latest partner, Jean Carroll, 
make a nicely balanced combo, Both 
fed it to them smoothly and effec- 
tively, with the returns equal to the 
happy collection of material. On his 
entrance May unloads a flock of in- 
struments, but makes little use of 
them outside of the violin for sev- 
eral clowning bits. All this could 
be passed up for a few additional 
moments of the Carroll dumb pat- 
ter. 

Art Jarrett did five numbers in a 
row without pausing for breath, or 
bows, though there was little cause 
for the latter until the final item, a 
medley that put the lad in his real 
metier and gave him a chance to 
strut those falsetto . overtones. 
Here's the type of freak voice that 
radio in its strange way brought 
into some modicum of favor, and is 
now on the way to giving the cold 
shoulder. Jarrett has taken on con- 
siderable polish and stage presence 
since he left Chicago a year ago. 
Closed to a strong handout on his 
initial appearance at this house. One 
thing he could cut out of the act is 
that blue spot and borders at the 
beginning of the finis number. They 
don’t blend with that all blue layout 
of toggery. 

Looking and acting as chipper 
as ever, Jim Barton stepped into 
the next niche and made it by far 


of the occasion. He went through 
that drunk characterization like the 
master comic and actor that he is, 
and kept the chuckles coming his 
way without a break, uncorking a 
noisy mess of approval at the finish. 
Still one of the topnotch rhythm tap- 


department and at which he is at 
his best and brought them sitting 
up in their seats. 

On the closing assignment there 
was the Friedland ‘Show Boat Re- 
vue.’ Seven girls, each young, and 
an anodyne on the glimmers, and 
each a specialist in some category 
of the terpysitic art. Still carries 
the old pace, flairs of color and 
comedy intervals. An all-around 
well-stage frolic, enhanced by Marty 
May as the chief funster and the 
guy that keeps the wheels meres. 

ec. 


GRAND O. H. 


Four acts on the current program 
to supplement ‘Bachelor’s Affair,’ 
‘Man From Yesterday’ and a news- 
reel. Apparently the Saturday serial 
is out, but it’s still three hours for 
a little more than eight cents an 
hour, with a markdown for the I:ids, 
who form the bulk of the matinee 
audience. Usual crowd in the aft- 
ernoon but some empty seats on 
the swing show. Probably the kids 
were around at the fire house get- 
tin- cooled off under the shower. 
That sort of kids, 

Tom Fulmer and Co. opens in one 
and over to a bigger bunch of ap- 
plause than most first shots get 
down here. Fulmer does a couple of 
up-to-date numbers, but bats out 
his home run with an Irish med- 
ley. Has a pleasant voice when he 
does not force it,. but strident when 
pressure is applied. The company 
is a mighty good looking girl who 
should have been given a piano 
lamp, at least. Plays in the dark 
and Fulmer is no treat to the eyes. 

Jim Coglin on next with a new 
old sketch (New Acts), which will 
probably work into shape, but is 
rough in spots just now. Handi- 
capped by using too many local peo- 
ple for the bits, but he carries four 
people with him. Had a little trou- 
ble getting them, but easy once that 
was done. 

Le Paul, card manipulator, does 
some corking front and back palm- 
ing and excels in fan work. That 
part of the act has class enough 
for the better houses, but his two 
assistants pull down the act, though 
they boost the comedy appeal. Paul 
does nothing new, but does the old 
things extremely well. 

Closer is Les Caulfield review 
(New Acts), which is not offering 
much of consequence. Makes a 











vich’s costume style. Shan, | 


flash, but needs better stagecraft. 


the brightest and merriest interlude. 


sters, Barton next stepped into that, 


a: 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


There’s a good vaude and film 
handout in Brooklyn which on Paper 
and in actuality ought to bring Cus. 
tomers in and send 'em away happy, 
Biz Saturday afternoon was way 
off, surprising in this borough, but 


undoubtedly and quickly attributa. 
ble to the extra-high mercury and 
the beaches, 


Arthur Petley, best of the tram. 
poline turns, starts the merriment 
off in right sprightly fashion, and 
Castleton, Mack and Owen run away 
with the deuce. For some strange 
reason both these turns suffer from 
having their names misspelled by 
the annunciators, Petley appearing 
as Petely and the trio as Cass, 
Mack and Owen. Maybe it’s unim. 
portant carelessness on the part of 
somebody, but actors have a tough 
enough time keeping their nameg 
in front of the public as things are, 


Adelaide Hall, trio, had a hara 
time getting started Saturday aft. 
ernoon with the reason not hard to 
find. Miss Hall has suddenly de. 
cided she’s a chanteuse. Her ap. 
pearance with two pianos isn’t so 
bad, but when she goes into the 
ether to reach for high sopranic 
honors it doesn't advance her cause 
one bit. She’s a blues singer, one 
of the best of ’em, and ought to 
remember it. She has that rare 
negroid quality that means a lot, 
Soon as she switches, in her third 
song, to Harlem, in mannerisms and 
verbiage, there’s a quick and defi. 
nite thrill reaction in the audience 
and she’s over, 


Herb Williams, of course, had no 
trouble handling the next to shut 
and had to fight his way off. Pearce 
ane Velie, with their exceptionally 
meritorious dance flash, held all the 
custcmers glued to their seats to 
close. 


Mace three full stage sets at the 
end, following each other, all with 
pianos, and four full stages out of 
five turns, but much smoother than 
seemingly possible, 


Phil Fabello, pit leader, is in his 
second week with the lobby still 
plastered with those _ telegrams, 
He’s in the house with a reputation, 
made uptown in another theatre, for 
versatility. His opening week he 
couldn’t do very much because Russ 
Colombo was on the bill, and they 
didn’t want to take away any of 
Russ’ steam. This week Fabello 
doesn’t do so very much on. general 
principles. Next week the head- 
liner is announced as Fred Waring. 
Looks like Phil will have to hold off 
his exhibition of versatility and 
ability (as far as Brooklyn is con- 
cerned) for some little time. 


‘American Madness’ (Col) on the 
screen and a Pathe newsreel round 
out. Kavuf. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 


A first-rate bill with a name, Alice 
Joy, radio’s ‘dream girl,’ to top it 
off. Nothing but standard vaude- 
ville fare, but sufficiently good and 
diversified. Patrons here, who 
hardly radiate class, found the old 
stuff much to their liking. 

St. John Brothers, opening the 
show, are a trio of young gymnasts 
who don’t look like professionals, 
but who perform a succession of 
sensational balancing feats which 
provoke plently of applause. The 
finish finds the trio atop one an- 
other, supporting each other by their 
wrists and the underpinner’s body 
raised off the floor. 

In the deuce, Hall and Erminie 
provide comedy and music of mod- 
erate merit. The man demonstrates 
some versatility, contributing an 
eccentric drunk dance, common- 
place, ordinary acrobatics, a clever 
lighted cigarette mouthing bit, in- 
different comedy patter and a cake- 
walk and dance on a unicycle. The 
woman performs at the piano. An 
acceptable act, but not calculated to 
arouse much enthusiasm. 

Alice Joy, radio singing star, gets 
a hand on her entrance and then 
proceeds to warble pop numbers 
through the mike in a deep con- 
tralto voice that pleases the cus- 
tomers plenty, her own pianist and 
the orchestra providing the accom- 
paniment, 


Next to closing, Pillard and Hil- 





offer old-fashioned slapstick comedy 
typical of the burlesque stage. Pil- 
lard is a German dialect funster 
and Hillier, a good-looking, well 
built young man, and the girl, do- 
ing straights, feed him. It’s pretty 
rough stuff but it garners the 
laughs. 

Five people take part in the danc- 
ing revue presented by Colby and 
Murray. It is a well-staged and 
tastefully costumed offering and all 
the members exhibit considerable 
terpsichorean proficiency. Colby and 
Murray themselves have an especli- 
ally pleasing ‘follow the leader’ nm- 
ber. The long-legged Colby also 
does a neat dance with Miss Mur- 
ray suspended from his shoulders. 
Another young man clogs on one 
foot during a bit of skilful step- 
ping. The young girls offer some 
fast acrobatics, . 

On the screen ‘Winner Take All, 
Pathe News, a local news reel and 
a cartoon comedy. A fair house at 





this late evening show. Rees. 


lier, assisted by a young woman, | 
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LONDON PAVILION 
; London, Aug. 1. 


The London Pavilion, which is 
trying hard to get international 
novelties, seems to concentrate on 
dancing turns. A contingent of 
dancing acts, even if not wholly 
similar, must eventually become 


tedious. 

This actually happens current 
week. Out of 13 acts, seven rely 
mainly on dancing. To create fur- 
ther monotony, six of these special- 
ize in Russian steps, and are 
crowded in the second half of the 
pill, which is the cabaret section. 


Running order of the first half 
opens with Sherman Fisher’s 16 
Pavilion Girls, with some of the 
originals from the Palladium Fisher 
Girls. Four Bennos,_ standard 
epringboard acrobats, next with the 
usual white pan comedy man. 


Leon Rogee still does his ‘Human 
Orchestra’, No. 3, but has added lots 
of new material. Kafka, Stanley 
and Mae, with Paul Kafka in hos- 
pital nursing a cyst, replaced by a 
youngster formerly with a Conti- 
nental traneze act, the Four Lyons, 
follow. This boy does a couple of 
tricks, one an unsupported head 
swing on the trapeze, which is a 
gure show stopper. He will be kept 
in act when Kafka returns. 


Myron-Pearl Foursome, formerly 
a trio, get the first sock at them 
with their Russian steps, and then 
Bobby ‘Uke’ Henshaw follows with 
his funny antics, duplicating his 
Victoria Palace success. Henshaw 
is in for a fortnight, and will not 
outstay his welcome. Harding Sis- 
ters with him render good support 
and also dance. Closing the first 
half are Wright and Marion. Bobby 
Wright is funny, but is not particu- 
lar about material. Bits noticed are 
from Conrad and Eddy, York and 
King, and Shaw and Lee, and that’s 
not all. 

Then came the second half, which 
became a procession of dancing acts. 
First the 16 Pavilion Angels, then 
Mary Lee, followed by the Three 
Sailors in second week, with some 
Russian steps. Then Buddy Brad- 
ley’s Four Buds, a quartet of Eng- 
lish girls trying to establish a sort 
of Four Queens act over here. 
Bankoff and Cannon also danced, 
with Bankoff indulging in some 
more Russian footwork. 


Every act was good dancing ma- 
terial, with most of them in the 
show-stopping class, but not when 
they follow each other in succes- 
sion. Only relief in second half 
from dance endurance test was Jack 
North (holdover). They nee nore 
. 0 0. 


' ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Regulation vaude layout of five 
acts along with ‘Unashamed’ 
(Metro) on the screen. Picture 


will have to do the drawing since 
rostrum has nothing designed as 
box office lure. Vaude show has 
variety, fair enough balance and 
modest entertainment value but 
won't be talked about. 


Its most important acts are 
Frank Ellis (New Acts), for many 
years doing an act with Marie 
Walsh, and the next to finish team 
of Al Stone and Ann Lee. Neither 
of these attractions fail to please, 
nor do they deliver over anything 
but a mild sock. 


Stone and Lee do a typical man 
and woman turn of talk, relieved by 
some instrumental work and danc- 
ing. The vocal work isn’t much 
more important as entertainment 
than the hoofing, but most of the 
crossfire sells satisfactorily, Stone 
and Miss Lee changing off on the 
feeding. 


If weighed entirely on merit and 
showmanship, perhaps Frank Ellis 
should have the edge and would 
have been in the best spot on the 
show had there not been a fullstage 
act for the close. Ellis uses a por- 
tion of the stage for the interior of 
the house drop with practical door 
ana window which he carries. Ellis 
carries two people with him, Arthur 
Shields and Florence Brower. 


Joseph Pope Jones, baritone, was 
allotted No. 2, where he started 
slowly with ‘Mandalay’ but gathered 
nice momentum on ‘Without a 
Song’ and ‘Chloe.’ For the latter, a 
rather old tune by now, he goes into 
character, displaying good voice 
technique and delivery. That seemed 
to be a little wanting on the open- 
ing number. 

The Marcellus Dancers, novelty 
song and dance flash, brought up 
the rear without stirring much ex- 
citement. Act has a weak opening 
and a closing stanza that leaves 
much room for improvement through 
tightening. The male singer carried 
improves as he goes along, toward 
the end greatly overshadowing in 
impressiveness his first number, an 
American Indian composition. 

That takes the other seven people 
in the act, dancers all, into a pseudo- 
adagio routine. They later switch 
to Arabic with the man driving the 
Six girl dancers through various 
Arab dances, none of which are par- 
ticularly distinctive. 

It is the surplus of this that has 
the effect of slowing up the act 


toward the finish. The man’s nov- 
elty adagio work, catching the 
girls to build up unique combina- 
tions and the twirl with one girl's 
legs around his neck, the other held 
in the hands, is what sets off the 
finale. 

The act seemed to be liked by the 
sparse audience up here but with 
certain changes could depend on an 
even finer stamp of approval any- 
where. 

The Zelda _ Bros., 
whose routine contortion work 
chiefly figures, opened show. A 
whiskbroom bit draws a laugh and 
a plunge to the stage from about 
12 feet up, catching a handkerchief 
in the mouth on the somersault, 
closes the turn for an impression. 

Milt Franklyn, lording it over the 
pit, does a modern interpretation 
this half of ‘Orpheus,’ doing sax, 
clarinet, and violin solo bits. Char. 


PROSPECT, BKLYN. 


Murray Lane and His Rascals is 
a piratical copy of Borrah Minne- 
vich. If the bookers follow the 
judgment of the preponderous!ly kid 
audience that files in here, the act 
should net neighb placements. Other 
acts that showed first half in this 
KAO break-in spot include Downey 
and Lee Sisters, cyclists; Whitey 
Roberts, clog juggler; Jones and 
Rea, and O’Hanlon and Zambuni, 
flash. Not enough in the audience 
when caught to figure any net cur- 
rently. but maybe house has been 
averaging a slight profit. 

Sometimes an act 's paid, not 
much, and sometimes it isn’t. Kate 
Smita and her retinue preparing yor 
her Palace date worked cut free 
here, and the house ran into a net 
of over $1,000 that week. 

Only Kate Smiths and topnotch- 
ers can hope for anything resulting 
from this Prospect showings. The 
maximum a topnotcher can get is 
five months’ work. Minor acts or 
medium pullers have a guess com- 
ing as to what’s in the offing after 
the Prospect. 

Little use in judging acts here, 
not only because of the kids, who 
nail everything for huzzahs regard- 
less, but when bookers permit such 
an outright copy as Lane and his 
harmonica kids for a presumptive 
KAO spotting, it’s useless to figure. 

Lane has to go down as a new act. 
Maybe Whitie Roberts, also. Al- 
though his name is familiar. He 
epens badly and talks altogether too 
much. 

Downey is known also, but the 
Lee Sisters with him may be new. 
Downey is still most of the act and 
still resembles Joe Jackson. Noth- 
ing new in the O‘Hanlon and Zam- 
buni act except that when Zambuni 
(if that’s him) kicks the gal in the 
hips it may excite disgust in better 
audiences. Otherwise it’s a rolling 
dance act with no changes observed 
since first caught some years back. 

Jones and Rea copped laughs for 
the hair lipping of one of the duo. 

It doesn’t really matter how long 
the vaud runs. Everybody gets and 
takes bows here. Accompanying 
feature is ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). 
Newsreels and trailers round out 
almost a three-hour show. Shan. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 
Poor booking lands the six acts 


on the current bill behind the eight 
ball. Two acts feature old men 
characters. Added to that, the pic- 
ture is ‘Strangers in Town’ (WB), 
with Chic Sale doing his usual a. k. 
to add to the variety. Second and 
fourth acts are both semi-acrobatic. 
Just the kind of a bill that makes 
straight pictures popular. 

The Bourbons, boy and girl hoof- 
ing team, open. Youngsters look 
fresh, display a fast brand buck 
hopping, getting the bill away to a 
fast start. Rikoma and Co., con- 
tortionist in the deuce spot. Man 
works in an old soldier makeup, 
assisted by a woman, .who wheels 
him in a wheel chair similar to the 
old Palmer and Gilbert act. Chair 
is used as the platform for his leg- 
pending work. Oke in the spot. 

Jack Val, harmonica player, next, 
doing three numbers on the reeds. 
No rave, but pleased. Buster and 
Brown follow. Boys are above the 
average in acro dancing, but devote 
too much time to pratt falls. 

Walacca Brothers, steel guitar 
players, made up as East Indians, 
tied the show in a knot with hot 
music. Team was thrown together 
by some agent, for one of the boys 
is recognized as Tony Lopez, stand- 
ard act of several years ago with his 
sheik band. As is, the combo 
pleases only through Lopez's ability. 
Other lads looks too much like a 
stooge to impress. 

Rich and Adair in the next-to- 
closing position. Phil Rich is still 
doing the old-man character, which 
retains a sock, but muffed here due 
to the repetition of white wigs both 
on the stage and screen. Les Glicks 
closed with their time-worn elec- 
trical mannequin flash. 

Added to the regular perform- 
ance. Warner’ studio previewed 
‘Big City Blues’ Thursday evening, 
which, with Universal’s news clips, 
gave three and one-half hours of 


acrobats in 











entertainment for four bits. 
Preview ballyhoo had a holdout 
at eight. Call. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Fourth week of the ‘lots of show 
for little money’ policy and the 
State-Lake breezing along at a 
promising clip. Promising as soon 
as the summer ang the heat are 
over. Grosses have been pegged 
between $16,000-$18,000, which is 
very nice. Only the more outstand- 
ing attractions like ‘Dracula,’ 
‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Cimarron’ out- 
vaulted those figures under the 
straight film regime. 

Exploitation has wisely focused 
upon the cheap admission scale. 
That has been the selling point 
since neither the individual acts on 
the stage nor the features upon the 
screen mean much. Currently the 
Palace has Nick Lucas and Floyd 
Gibbons with ‘Tom Brown of Cul- 
ver’ at 85c. top against the State- 
Lake’s seven acts and ‘By Whose 
Hand’ (Col) at 55c. top. Most show- 
shoppers would fancy the State- 
Lake with Floyd Gibbons, but 
scarcely arousing any overwhelming 
curiosity in this burg. 

Saturda¥ matinee at the State- 
Take was marred by a terrible stage 
wait timed at 5% minutes. This 
occurred between the Libonati Trio 
working in a deep ‘two’ and Owen 
McGiveney requiring full stage and 
plenty of mechanical gimicks. Art 
Frasick in the pit toiled, perspired, 
and changed numbers several times 
in covering up. 

Show was rather awkward in lay- 
out all the way. Starting with a 
troupe of dogs in one-and-a-half, 
there was a knockdown and drag- 
out hokum session deucing and 
using several sets of lines. Libon- 
atis took their bow in front of the 
olio but it didn’t help much. McGiv- 
eney with a speech before the olio 
followed by two minutes of explan- 
atory trailer on the screen was 
fourth, followed by William and Joe 
Mandel with another slow start and 
going from olio to half-stage. 

These purely mechanical consider- 
ations give the bill, as such, a nega- 
tive ballot on the booking question. 
That is, after all, a responsibility 
resting with the booker and nobody 
else, although house manager Coney 
Holmes will probably have the run- 
ning order fixed to eliminate the 
stage waits. 

Hector and his Pals eschews the 
usual canine cleverisms and turns 
his act into undisguised comedy. 
And since he gets the laughs he suc- 
ceeds doubly in classifying under 
two headings, which makes for de- 
pendable vaudeville. 

DeVito and Denny made the RKO 
swing last year heading a unit. Now 
they are repeating solo. This slap- 
stick carnival proves again that the 
‘eyes’ have it. The eye is the com- 
mon denominator and the direct 
path to the giggle patch in the 


brain. Everything is by sight, al- 
though some conversation is kept 
going. In consequence, the school 


superintendent and his janitor can 
sit side by side and both pop sus- 
pen #r buttons. It’s a lesson in 
successful lunacy. Saturday mat- 
inee the lines fouled and the prop 
cow was left dangling in the flies 
just out of sight of the audience. 
It marred the boys’ finish. 

Libonati Trio has lately concluded 
a term of employment with Fanchon 
& Marco. Act has speed and pep 
which gets them over, especially 
their whirlwind dancing finish. 

McGiveney, having forsaken Dick- 
ens and Bill Sykes, is really doing 
the same act but modernized as the 
mystery of Lord Hollingsworth and 
the red emeralds. McGiveney is one 
of the very few protean artists still 
left. Or, at least, one of the few 
still working. His act has been 
standard for years and continues to 
represent the variation and diver- 
sification that vaudeville should pro- 
vide but, all too often, in these days 
of short song and dance specialties, 
does not. 

Again the Mandels burlesque the 
McGiveney melodrama for a com- 
edy afterpiece that convulsed the 
State-Lakers. Between the Mandels 
own turn and the afterpiece was 
Gene Sheldon and Sherry Frayne. 
Sheldon, well known in Chicago, is 
an inarticulate comic of fidgety 


technique. Act did very well. 
Jand. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 3. 


A fur fashion review, that, in- 
stead of freezing up the men, ac- 
tually had them warmed up, was 
put on by the Di Gaetano dancing 
school for a local fur store. Review 
started in usual fashion with eight 
coats being modeled across stage— 
but when they opened the coats to 
show the lining, that’s when the 
men in the audience came to life— 
they never saw the linings, only the 
scantily clad figures, and the men 
never took their eyes off the stage, 
especially when these eight were 
on. They did two or three routines 
without the coats, and a number 
of girls also did toe and novelty 
numbers while modeling. 

DeWolfe, Metcalf and Ford, 
mother, father and twenty-year-old 
‘baby’—with latter squeezed in baby 
carriage, father and mother in 
striped pants and skirts of same 
materials but with stripes running 





(Continued on page 46) 





Equity Thought Revue, but Brown s 


Despite its aspects of Bryant Hall 


transplanted into the legit Am- 
bassador theatre, Chamberlain 
Brown's hodge-podge of specialties 
under the ‘Scrap Book’ billing, is 


good entertainment for $1.10 top. 
That it may shortly develop into an 
audition proposition is not unfor- 
seen in view of Brown's principal 
business of agenting for show tal- 
ent. 

But they have refrained from 
overdoing this, at least at the be- 
ginning, and the melange of acts 
evidence their public favor by the 
the third 


capacity attendance on 
night (Wednesday). True, there 
was quite a bit of paper in the 


house, but there’s something in the 
appeal of that $1 top. The return 
to the days when a finiff enabled 
a couple to dine-and-beer (if not 
wine) and taxi and show seemed to 
be generously endorsed. 

At this writing Brown and his 
cast (presumably co-op) were in 
the throes of an argument with 
Equity which ordered its Equity 
cast members to turn in their two 
weeks’ notices on the allegation 
‘Scrap Book’ is a revue and not ‘21 
acts of ace vaudeville,’ as it is billed, 
ignoring the program notation that 
the ‘entire action takes place inside 
a vaudeville theatre during a 
vaudeville show.’ 

This distinction would enable the 
troupe to do Sunday shows twice- 
a-day, as is the weekday policy, 
thus restoring two-a-day vaudeville 
to Broadway at a scale half that of 
the Palace when that RKO spot was 
the world’s capital of vaude enter- 
tainment, 

Equity predicates its ‘revue’ 
classification on the premise that 
vaudeville is a succession of spe- 
cialties, and this is a more-or-less 
dovetailed entertainment. Further- 
more, that the players in vaudeville 
contribute their own material, while 
Brown is program-credited for the 
authorship of the sketches and that 
the entirety is staged by Charles 
Schofield and Robert Lively. But 
it’s vaudeville none the less. The 
absence of a chorus line further 
substantiates this. 

As a presentation it’s not espe- 
cially original but it’s a workman- 
like structure on which to hang 
what follows. It rings in stage 
plants, audience interrupters and 
other stooges. All contribute han- 
dily to the general al fresco aura 
of the proceedings. That it’s pro- 
ductive of laughs is its best answer. 


Smith Ballew’s radio band is in 
the pit. Charles Schofield (one of 
the stagers) and Almira Sessions 
are in a stage box as Mr. and Mrs. 
Knickerbocker who offer $1,000 for 
the best variety specialty, the audi- 
ence to vote by applause. This idea 
is completed at the finale and not 
sluffed off. 

Ina Hayward is the mistress of 
ceremonies, doing it well and show- 
ing several nice changes. Her own 
specialty, next-to-shut, as part of 
the ‘vaudeville’ idea is vocally okay. 

Sequence is divided off into vari- 
ous classifications, such as radio, 
pictures, Shakespeare, grand opera, 
musical comedy, community theatre, 
dramatic stock, operetta, drama, 
burlesque, etc., Miss Hayward in 
each case cites the stars who were 
cradled in or came from the vari- 
ous branches of the stage. 

The first three acts are concerned 
with ‘the birth of a vaudeville bill’ 
introducing among others Vinton 
Haworth and Ray Hedge of the 
original ‘Myrt and Marge’ radio 
cast. There are also Frank Huyler, 
Harold Kennedy and Carl Carmen. 

‘Moving Pictures’ has Herbert 
Warren, Leslie Urbach, Terry Car- 
roll and Louis Tanno i: a casting 
office scene with the familiar tem- 
peramental director and the screen 
novitiate who is advised she will be 
‘made.’ ‘Harlemade’ introduces Er- 
nest Whitman vocally with a hoof- 
ing specialty by the Three Flashes 
of Lightning; thence a dramalet, 
‘The Penitent,’ with William L. An- 
drews, Percy Verwaynen, Lillian 
Ridley and Whitman, all colored. 
Leda Lombard’s ‘Another Love Af- 
fair’ personified ‘the torch singer.’ 

Next act, ‘Operetta,’ really picks 
the proceedings up at a fast pace 
with Helen Bertram, announced as 
an old-time operetta favorite, con- 
juring up memories with the aid of 
the various costumes over which she 
now presides as wardrobe mistress. 
Frazer Coleman, Nancy McCord 
(a looker with a voice), the Ritz 
Quartet and Charles Hedley and 
choir assist Miss Bertram in the 
snatches of ‘My Hero,’ ‘Maytime,’ 
etc., topping off with ‘Song of the 
Vagabonds,’ which Hedley delivers 
effectively. Florence Auer, straight- 
ed by Pierre Watkin, depicted 
Shakespeare with a scene from 
‘King John,’ also registered. 

‘Radio’ held Hedge and Haworth 
(the ‘Myrt and Marge’ people) plus 
Miss Hayward, Jonathan Hole, 
Peter Smallwood, Valerie Valaire, 
Frazer Coleman and the Ritz Quar- 
tet with a breezy pot-pourri of 
Downey, Wons, Mills Bros., Crosby 
Edna Wallace Hopper and other 





imitations. At the same time scene 


‘Scrap Book’ Is Vaudeville at $1 


shows how a broadcast is 6on< 
ducted. 

‘Grand Opera,’ the next act, @ 
good interlude featuring Barre Hill, 
youngest barytone with the Chicago 
Civic Opera Co., whom Phil Baker 
has signed for his new revue. Hill 
has a fine voice and a swell front, 
His ‘Pagliacci’ prolog was enough 
to the popular taste to make it 
ear-appealing. Stella DeMette and 
Charles Hedley aria'd from ‘Carmen’ 
as the second portion, excellent with 
Frank Huyler, John Patrick, Carl 
Carmen, Dwight Butcher, Salvatore 
Lo Curteo and John Armstrong 
stooging in the audience as the voe 
ciferous Met claque. 

Peter Smallwood as the Spirit of 
Dramatic Stock cued into a cone 
densation of ‘East Lynne’ with 
Priscilla Knowles who 20 years ago 
enjoyed a vogue at the old Academy 
of Music with her ‘Camille,’ ‘Sappho,’ 
‘East Lynne’ and other tear-jerkers, 
as the featured member. Miss 
Valaire, Ruth Conley, Watkin (the 
villainous Sir Francis Leveson) and 
Robert Gordon do their stuff to 
cheers and hisses. 

The ‘Musical Comedy’ act finaled 
the first half with Barbara Blair 
opening with a ‘scat’ chorus and 
cooch, assisted by the Ritz quartet 
(Chester Bree, Neil Evans, James 
Ryan and William H. Stann). Bthel 
Norris, Francis Lyman and Edwin 
MacKenna also frrominent here. 
Action is laid in a speakeasy with 
a racketeer chief, a millionaire 


playboy, ete., sketchily introduced 
for the hokum plot. Others in are 
Hole, Betty Hanna, Louis Tanno, 


Marjorie Hoffman, Robert William- 
son, Urbach, Edwin Wilson, Autumn 
Simms, Miss Valaire. ; 

A pit band specialty by Smith 
Ballew reopened the second part 
Community Players are satirized in 
‘Picking A Play’ with Valerie Ber- 
gere, an old Community player, 
heading this cast, assisted by Lau- 
rette Adams, Miss Simms, Miss 
Hanna, Paul Jacchia, Urbach, Ware 
ren and Tanne. 

Charles Hedley stopped it cold 
with his ‘Concert’ specialty, ‘Come 
to the Fair,’ while a duet with 
Cecile Sherman was likewise a 
straight singing wow. Hedley be- 
longs in big time concert. Paul 
Taubman accompanied skilfully. A 
depression preachment is the theme 
of ‘Drama’ with Miss Auer, Watkin, 
Hedley, David Morris and Ruth 
Conley strutting their histronics in 
a so-so dramalet. The wow ace-in- 
the-hole is the ‘Burlesque’ and 
‘Strip Dance’ numbers. Dorothy 
MacDonald, a gorgeous eyeful, did 
her Minsky strip with a Ziegfeld 
air. She’s an auburn looker who 
leaves nothing to the imagination, 
emulating the contemporaneous 
Minsky manner. Still, packing loadg 
of optical appeal, and done under a 
legit aura, its an okay chunk of 
spice for a variety idea such as this. 

For ‘Burlesque,’ Mae Dix, who has 
seen her burieycue novitiate, and 
Harold Kennedy, do a stew scene 
that also led to an undress. It re- 
called the essence of roustabout 
burlesk which antedated Scribner 
and Herk gone sanctimonious or 
Minsky gone epidermis. 

‘Vaudeville’ finaled with Miss 
Hayward singing two -pops in nice 
voice, plus Kate Woods Fiske and 
Danny Simmons as the kicker with 
their a.k. song and dance. Simmons 
did an Irish clog he featured 40 
years ago, panicking the customers 
with his hoofing. 

Brown, thence introduced for his 
spiel on the Equity tiff, stressing 
that the newspaper reviews called 
his show vaudeville; that it was be- 
ing presented a la a variety enter- 
tainment, and that Equity’s arbi< 
trary attitude would throw 75 play< 
ers out of employment at a time 
when burlesk and pictures were 
dominating Broadway. A program 
insert invites public voting on 
whether this is vaude or a revue 
and also a vote on Sunday shows. 

Show throughout has nothing but 
drapes and a few props; nothing 
special or elaborate. The material 
(sketches) are makeshift and there 
are no special songs, all pops. 

At $1 it’s genuine bargain enter« 
tainment. Abel, 


Ellis Levey to KFRC 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 

Ellis Levey has joined KFRC, ore 
ganizing a booking department to 
handle the ‘Jamboree’ and other 
programs for western appearances. 

Levey, formerly RKO booker 
here, has signed Golden State the- 
atres for a geries of ‘Jamboree’ 
dates. 


Sid Schallman with F&M 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Sid Schallman is now with Fane 
chon & Marco as junior booker for 
its vaude department. 
Will handle everything up to three 
day bookings. Earl Keate, in 
charge, takes care of the full and 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Aug. 5. 


Big-time variety didn’t go to the 


Smithsonian Institute, as some be- 


_ Heve, when the RKO Palace drifted 


into grind vaudfilms. It just took a 
four-block stroll up Broadway and 
atopped off at the Capitol, where it 
atages a comeback this week as the 
atage half of a deluxe picture house 
bill. ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (Metro) is 
the current talker, and that may be 
another reason why the stage part 
looks so good, 

From opening with a casting act 
through deucing with a hoofing turn 
and treying with a singing single, 
to closing with a name band—and 
including an m, c. all the way 
through—this is a typical Palace 
layout reborn. No girls, no flash 
and no frills. Just a good bill of 
acts that sells a bill of gcods like 
scenery and phoney trimmings never 
could and never will. It’s entertain- 
ment insiead of eye-massaging this 
week, and Friday night’s audience 
indicated its success. 

Milton Berle, for whom the ex- 
Palace atmosphere of the program 
goes double, fg the m.c., and tho 
Capitol engagement should do him 
a lot of good. By going for young 
Berle’s gags the way they did, the 
Capitol customers classed them- 
selves two degrees under a radio 
fan in knowing the difference be- 
tween 1912 and the 1932 brand of 
humor. But they seemed to prefer 
the 1912 vintage, and Berle gave 
them all he had, which still wasn’t 
enough. 

From gags Berle went to parodies, 
using his usual medley closer with 
a ‘story’ to it, and later tearing ‘em 
apart with a smart switch on ‘Lawd, 
You Made the Night Too Long.’ 
Coupled with the way Georgie Price 
is farifg on the air, also with paro- 
dies, Berle's Capitol hit makes it 
appear that the parody cycle is back 
again. Hoey and Lee, please re- 
turn; all is forgiven. 

Abe Lyman’s band, doubling in 
the pit and on the stage, holding 
over for a fifth week; Liilian Roth, 
Gordon, Reed and King, Don Zelaya, 
Velez and Yolanda, and Four Cast- 
ing Stars are the other acts. Miss 
Roth went in Friday after the 
Thursday opening, replacing War- 
ren William and Bette Davis. The 
WB film team held over into the 
new show's opening day after a full 
week previously. William was on 
both stage and screen Thursday, for 
he’s featured in the current picture. 


Casting Stars, opening, and Gor- 
don, Reed and King, second, were 
both hot. The casting quartet 
landed as though in virgin territory. 
with the Capitol audience gushing 
ever catches that would be passed 
up <s ordinary by the average 
vaudeville mob. The dancing trio 
have a finished turn that can click 
in any theatre. ~ 

Miss Roth, very much sunburned, 
seemed to be having trouble with 
her two numbers and needed Berle’s 
help to prevent a light exit. Her 
selection of material was not happy, 
nor was this large auditorium the 
best spot for her singing. The re- 
sults were surprising, too, because 
Miss Roth has played the picture 
houses regularly of late and usually 
gets by without difficulty. 

Veloz and Yolanda, class dance 
team from the floor shows and hotel 
roofs, are the only act besides Berle 
making more than one appearance. 
They have their own spot for a 
waltz, dancing beautifully and mak- 
ing a sightly couple on a specially 
lighted full stage. Somehow they 
avoided looking lonesome all by 
themselves on these plenty of 
square feet of rostrum. Team’s 
second start is in front of the 
Lyman band under the finale, for a 
combination tango and bolero in- 
terpretation. 

The stout Zelaya tricked them 
fnto listening to his monolog by 
selling them a legit opening piano 
solo, and then accomplished with 
gab what was considered an impos- 
sible feat in the big picture houses 
not so long ago. He stuck to his 
family-time routine and had easy 
sailing on this sea of faces. 

Lyman’'s band, with Abe at the 
stick, graduated to the stage as the 
closing turn after spieling in the 
trench for the other five-a-dayers. 
Vocal and instrumental and both, 
the Lyman bunch was in all the 
way. 

Not bad biz in the heat Friday 


night. Fill-in stuff clipped to the 
newsreel and trailer, Both stage 
and screen run_ overlong, latter 


~ especially in going 99 minutes. 


Bige. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Aug. 5. 


Harry Richman, who has been 
hanging around the Paramount four 
or five weeks, again scores solidly 
in a production, ‘Club Richman,’ 
staged by Boris Petroff. Petroff has 
been doing the staging here for a 





night show the opening day. Steps 
leading from the aisles to the run 
had not been removed and were 
productive of a nice crop of barked 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aus. 5. 


Eddie Lambert, returning here 


shins, the entering patrons having} after a year in the east, is featured 


| their eyes on the screen or stage 
| end bumping into the obstacles 
| while entering the first row 0 
seats. To further help, the chairs 
for the cafe set are placed either 
side of this false stage, shutting off 
the view of those in the side seats 
for about half the production. 
“hen they are removed and re- 
placed by stage hands working in 
the dark just before the picture 
ends, which districts the attention 
of the unfortunate side seaters as 
the murder story comes to its ex- 
citing close. And to crown it afl, 
the stage is dressed in a flery crim- 
son about as cool and inviting as 
the broiler in a short-order restau- 
rant about this time of year. 

But on the other hand Richman 
has a good show to work with, and 
he puts it over with real showman- 
ship. He has taken the strut out 
of his feet and voice alike and he is 
cleaning up like Rubinoff with the 
regulars. It is his last week, and 
they are going to miss him. He 
does not do a definite specialty, but 
he pervades the show, working 
things up for the others, keeping 
the audience in a good humor, and 
leads the windup with some of his 
pet songs, but not quite enough. 

The David Bines line is raised to 
boys and girls, 12 of each, who open 
with a smart dancing number and 
come in later for a tap and stomp 
which includes some adagio tossing 
that is a novelty in a line, with the 
girls coming along one after the 
other. The costumes are neither 
new nor pretty, and there is only 
the one set used, but the girls dress 
the stage neatly, work hard and get 
a lot of help from the boys, who do 
not suggest the usual chorus line. 
There are also a few figurants who 
sit in back. ° 
Fred Keating opens the special- 
ties with the birdcage trick, with 
Richman offering him a hen in a 
parrot cage with which to encore. 
He is back later for a card trick 
and a comedy cabinet gag wiich 
clicks. He puts Frances Maddux in 
the cabinet and she and Richman 
emerge with Richman holding her 
dress in his hand and blaming the 
magician for ending the trick too 
quickly. Then he takes charge and 
produces Rubinoff from the same 
cabinet. Miss Maddux does a couple 
of songs seated at the piano and is 
the only one who does not suffer 
from the amplifiers as the tonal 
quality is constant. The hit of tie 
show are the Three Diamonds in 
dancing, acrobatics and nonsense, 
mostly nonsense. They not only 
stopped the show, they almost 
backed it up. Rosita and Ramon 
hold the other specialty number 
with two nice dances. Production 
ran 59 minutes at the third show 
opening day. Plenty fast. Jesse 
Crawford as usual. 

‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par), the news- 
reel and a mile or two of adver- 
tisement for current and coming 
shows. Much of it was thrown on 
the traveler and no one could read 
it. They should use the screen, 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Numerical strength and artistic 
beauty is headlined this week at the 
Chicago. Outside the marquee tells 
the story: ‘Gaynor-Farrell in ‘The 
First Year’ (Fox) and 75—people on 
stage—75.” Which means, in a nut- 
shell, that Leon Leonidoff, ex-Roxy, 
ex-Fanchon & Marco, is getting his 
first big innings since coming with 
BE&K, 

It is not exactly true to state that 
the Chicago theatre has never seen 
anything like these Roxyish pres- 
entations of Leonidoff, Seven years 
ago the early efforts of John Mur- 
ray Anderson also were based on 
numbers, color, and beauty. There 
was little else. Indeed the Chicago 
public used to walk out on the An- 
derson shows because having filled 
the eye in one breath-taking flash 
of metallic cloth and rhinestone 
fences around manhole-size sun- 
flowers Anderson's shows remained 
anchored at their gorgeous moor- 
ings. 

‘Moods Artistique’ is divided into 
four parts. Three of them come to- 
gether. Final episode, containing 
Joe and Pete Michon, the comedy 
department for the week, follows 
trailers and a Mickey Mouse car- 
toon. Credits for the first three 
items contained a parenthesis that 
there would be more stage show to 
follow. Which indicates how new 
to Chicago is the Roxy habit of 
sandwiching film matter between 
portions of the presentation. 

‘Kamenoi Ostrow’ and ‘The Music 
Box’ are Russian in inspiration. 
‘Ostrow’ is a white satin and cardi- 
nal red Catholic vespers with male 
singers terraced in archepiscopal 
chairs above the milling nuns. 
‘Music Box,’ one of the standards of 
the Roxy repertory, is a classic in 
musical pantomime. ‘On Parade’ is 
a military drill in slow tempo which 











in current stage show. Lambert, 
local favorite, does his piano bit and 
his apache ‘My Man’ number. Both 
click with the Lambert fans despite 
the familiarity of the numbers. 

Rest of show is weak. Lucille 
and Byron, adagio team, while using 
plenty of style, display nothing un- 
usual. Webster and Marino, com- 
edy acrobats, burlesque the adagio 
team and collect a few laughs but 
are no rave. Shaw and Farley, lat- 
ter a 5-year-old girl with a crack 
acrobatic dance routine, land solidly 
on performance of the youngster, 
but take the edge off their act by 
meaningless chatter. Shaw whipped 
out a military tap for the kid's 
change. 

Zimbalist and Nie Hampkin, lat- 
ter operatic soprano singing to the 
accompaniment of Zimbalist’s har- 
monica, please with one operatic 
aria. Inez King, blues singer, in this 
house for the past 10 weeks, clicked 
with one numbe” and hed to repeat. 
Line girls work in three numbers, 
opening, backing the adagio team 
and finale. Latter is a great piece 
of lighting, changing the costumes 
of the girls to several colors simul- 
taneously. 

Georgie Stoll’s pit combo did a 
neat overture, ‘Berlin Impressions,’ 
a medley of Irving Berlin numbers. 
AttenGance capacity Friday eve- 
ning, due to studio preview, which 
set the show back one hour. Regu- 
lar feature, ‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par). 
Par News clips and Par Pictorial 
completed the bill. Call. 





STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Building a strictly talent show 
around Teddy Joyce, that includes a 
few old-timers of the screen, Fan- 
chon & Marco offer corking good 
Stage diversion. Show marks pic- 
ture house debut of two veteran 
Mack Sennett comics—Ben Turpin 
and Snub Pollard—and also brings 
Walter Hiers back from vaude dates 
in the eastern territory. 

While the picture comics are fig- 
ured the big draw for this unit, 
iabelled ‘Teddy Joyce and the Hol- 
lywood Comedians,’ top honors go 
unreservedly to Lamberti, comedy 
xylophonist, who was the outstand- 
ing applause winner. ‘ 

Sans the usual complement of line 
girls, unit paves the way for return 
of the house band, under Max Brad- 
field’s baton, to the stage, for the 
first time in months. Joyce, who is 
a stranger around these parts, 
though having prestige in the east- 
ern centers, works hard and de- 
livers. 

Curtain revealed band on stage, in, 
an unusually efiective silver setting, 
with Joyce directing. Gary and 
Joyce are introduced for a bit of 
instrumentalizing and introduction 
of theme song, ‘Alice Blue Gown,’ 
appropos of ‘Irene,’ stage tab next 
week. Cathleen Bessotte does some 
snappy hoofing, followed by Joyce 
with a violin number and eccentric 
stepping. 

At this point former screen favs 
are introduced. Some horseplay fol- 
lows and then the trio do an old- 
time ballad, which develops into a 
fourway comedy adagio. Mary 
Miles, exotic dancer, unburdens dif- 
ficult routine splits and back bends, 
and then Dorothea and Helene 
Blossom warble. One of the sisters 
is a comer as a comedienne. Joyce 
and the girls do a waltz number, 
with sisters doing a Spanish com- 
edy bit. At this point Snub, Ben 
and Teddy participate in a blackout 
which has the two screen comics 
hypnotized. Joyce follows with a 
skating waltz. Then right back to 
comedy with a ‘Florodora’ sextet 
number, three comics wearing 
bright yellow coats and flat straws. 

Laberti next has customers howl- 
ing -with his dvrollery. Going into 
his xylophone playing he mopped. 
Finale brings shower of bananas 
and hokum breakaway stuff. 

Jan Rubini overture was punctu- 
ated with a sereen-stage novelty of 
‘Alice Blue Gown,’ having a tab- 
leaux with the four girls of the 
unit, and refrain sung from the pit. 

Biz opening mat satisfactory. On 
screen ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) and 
news clips. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Aug. 6. 

Stage show this week calls for 
nothing but praise. Marked con- 
trast to previous weck in that talent 
pushes the show across in a big 
way. Acts contribute plenty to a 
show that has a very nice produc- 
tion background, Runs 36 min. 
short with a long picture, but with 
nothing lacking. Overture 10 min. 
Of the talent Snyder and Lyons are 
sensational. Using the standard 
hoke gags, they sell them to a nice 
background for the singing and 
dancing of Lyons. Act does 11 min. 
and all socko. The Stone Vernon 








long time, and yet from some pro-|drew applause as the formations| Four are back after an absence of 
duction angles this layout suggests| unfolded stunning effects height-|several years and with some nice 
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duction. The band is held on the Leonidoff keeps his pageants;other multiple adagio troupes and 
stage throughout with the orchestra | fluid. They move and they have cli-| still get over without any trouble. 
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NEWSREELS Th 





TRANS LUX 


Universal is proving it possesses 
the keenest eye for national trends 
of all the reels. This time it strikes 
the all-important chord of the eco- 
nomic situation, going into some 
length to show that the country is 
turning the corner. Extra help in 
steel, fish and hat industries are 
covered by U. Pathe follows this 
lead with some of its own views of 
New England plants and the min- 
ing region, even getting a group of 
the underground boys to work up a 
chorus. 

Paramount was the only reel, Sat- 
urday at least, to cover the bonus 
force activities in Johnstown. It is 
a positive scoop in more ways than 
one since it is really the first close- 
up and study of the expedition. The 
same reel also got an interview with 
Commander Byrd as one of the 
leaders in the national movement 
to lower taxes by cutting govern- 
ment costs. 

A rare view and insight to the 
co-operation the government is giv- 
ing salmon at the Baker dam are 
provided by Pathe. Now the fish 
are railroaded up the wall of the 
dam and then escorted by a 
steamer to their spawning place 
three miles further are included in 
this assignment. 

Luxer believes in giving all par- 
ties a break. In the same program 
containing the Roosevelt policy is a 
speech by Norman Thomas. 

Six clips have to do with the air, 
currently. An 18-year-old aviator 
and the couple who plan to fly from 
New York to Greece, as well as an 
all-day parachute jumper in the 
middie west and a new type of 
plane, are exclusives. Two other 
clips dealing with the arrival of 
Von Gronau in Chicago and a gov- 
ernment demonstration at San 
Diego are at both houses. 

Pathe gets some goed character 
studies in its coverage of a fair at 
Skowhegan. The two theatres have 
the Shriners parade in Frisco; the 
opening of the Saratoga track and 
Chicago's outboard motor race. 

Waly. 


EMBASSY 


Both houses lead off with the 
Olympics. Fox-Hearst outclasses 
the Pathe coverage with clear-cut 
highlights which give the events a 
continuity. F-H got every winner 
to talk and took in hurdles, javelin 
hammer contests. The Pathe foot. 


age seemed limited when compared 
to F-H treatment. 


One of the most unusual pictures 


yet shown in the newsreel is tha 
camera study of locusts in Africa. 
Where most of the other reels have 
shown the insects on the ground 
F-H catches them swarming 
through the air. 


Another exceptional bit of photog- 
raphy is that of blasting in an Ital. 
ian marble quarry. 


On political matters the Luxer is 
showing more consideration for au- 
diences. Embassy allowed Roose. 
velt’s policy outline way too much 
time. Not satisfied with this it im- 
mediately followed the Governor to 
the Peekskill camp. 


¥F-H, as usual, is ahead on for- 
eign activities. It was the only one 
Saturday to show the burial in 
London of Field Marshal Plumer 
and the dedication of the new 
bridge over the Thames by King 
George. 


Operating the U.S.S. Utah by ra- 
dio control was a general subject, 
with both houses handling it almost 
identically. Material of this kind is 
certain of the highest kind of audi- 
ence interest. 


F-H got its correspondent in To- 
kyo tov interview Roy Chapman An- 
drews. Nothing of especial news 
note in this, questioning lines being 
routine, 


Other Embassy subjects were: 
Wyoming rodeo; Spanish toreadors; 
French cadets; German crooners; 
Hitler again; N.T.G. beauty con- 
test; boll weevil spraying; Sir 
Harry Lauder on the Isle of Man; 
Queen Marie on a visit to the coun- 





try. Waly. 





torch manner departs enough with 
her own stuff to create a very nice 
reception. Bert Faye, dancing on 
the seldom seen here ‘clappers,’ 
opened to a nice hand. 

All acts contributed to the enter- 
tainment and all were well ap- 
plauded. For production the line 
doing a Lambert routine with the 
drums got a very generous hand. 
Ainslie Lambert, who is in doing 
the line routines, has brought some 
of his outstanding numbers of which 
the drum business is the best. 
Stage very pretty, built up to a cen- 
ter pair of stairs with Merle Clark 
playing the console at the _ top. 
Other line production number with 
the girls wearing wooden shoes, 
discarding them into a tap number, 
and discarding these for toe. Also 
well received. 

For the overture Lou Forbes also 
pleased with another version of his 
tvi-part routine. Closes with ‘Great 
Big Man from the South’ with ra- 
dium effect and drill. Very effec- 
tive. 

Picture ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 
ness good. 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, July 29. 

A show which is way above the 
average of summerish Paris offer- 
ings. The stage draws and the film 
is getting laughs from beginning to 
end. 

After a few clips of newsreel, se- 
lected from Paramount, Natan and 
l'ox, comes a screen short, with 
Drean. This was made in the Join- 
ville studios and authored by Wiil- 
lemetz and Saint Granier. It’s all 
about a department store salesman 
and keeps audience laughing. 

Then, on the large screen, comes 
a scenic of Paris showing the em- 
bankment, It fits the current policy 
of 2dvertising the city’s possibilities 
via the screen and is as good a po- 
litical move for Par as could be de- 
vised. 

Following a short cartoon, which 
makes the bill rather generous on 
footage, comes the stage show. This 
is titled ‘Fox Trots,’ and is nothing 
but a succession of dances played 
by the reduced pit orchestra, placed 
on the stage as a band. At the end 
of each number, the girls come in 
for a step. 

Show staged by Francis A. Man- 
gan, and remarkable considering 
that the summer economy has been 
extended to the point where all he 
can use is the girls, properly lighted, 
but no act at all. However, show 
thus made of next to nothing gets 
a tremendous hand due to good 
showmanship. 

Then comes the feature, 
Perle, a Joinville production of 
Yves Mirande, and one of the best 
stories he has authored. Produc- 
tion, made during the appearance at 
the Ambassadors of Gamby and the 
tzigane orchestra, gets them both in 
stage sequence, Maxct, 


Busi- 
Lee. 


‘La 





FISHER, DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 6. 


Show titled ‘Some Fun’ for no 
reason at all and show rather me- 
diocre. From a production stand- 
point too heavy on dancing and not 
enough comedy. Outstanding for 
entertainment are the Lee Twins. 
This duo slated for something big- 
ger than vaude. Teamed with Har- 
riman as an act here the routine is 
split up with the duo working sep- 
arately except for the final number, 
Girls do an acrobatic number that 
is classy. Other talent that amused 
were Ross and Edwards with their 
Standard act that has been seen 
here before. Also King Bros, and 
Cully with another knockabout act. 
Hoofers turned comic have been 


here for several weeks straight. A 
change might help for a while. 
For production a nice ‘Merry 


Widow Waltz’ is the best with a 
nice piece of staging and lighting. 
Fred Evans produced. 

Overture by Sam Benavie, ‘Gems 
from Geo. White Scandals,’ well re- 
ceived. Organ solo a little different 
with Chopin's best numbers done in 
the concert manner. Okay. Picture 
‘Guilty as Hell’ and business fair. 

Lee. 


Carthay Circle, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Return of Fred Miller in charge 
of operation of this house, along 
with its resumption of reserved seat 
lilm premiere policy, brings back 
two of his former standbys at the 
Carthay Circle—Carli Elinor, con- 
ductor, and Jack Laughlin, pro- 
ducer. Their share of the proceed- 
ings, the prolog, follows the same 
routine as_ before, short dance 
scenes alternating with musical in- 
terludes, and offers nothing new and 
little competition to the sock-act 
policy in effect at the Chinese. 

Opening night got off to a delayed 
start an hour after scheduled, with 
Sereen Souvenirs (Par) evoking its 
usual laughs and a better-than- 
average Mickey Mouser. The Elinor 
overture, batted out by 40 musicians 
who overlapped from the elevator 
pit onto the stage, was a Victor 
Herbert medley accompanied by the 
usual bombast that gets plenty of 
applause. 

Prolog, ‘Olympiad 
keeping with the current games, 
runs 20 minutes, which is in its 
favor. First show of its kind in the 
house for two years. Outstanding 
are Frank Hazzard, tenor from the 
Cocoanut Grove; a sextet of chil- 
dren in a wooden-shoe routine, and 
the 15 London Sensations, recos- 
nized as a former Fanchon & Marco 
type act of five adagio teams. Lat- 
ter scored top honors. Rumba band 
and Elaine and Teske were the best 
of the remaining acts Four scenes 
programmed didn’t show Neat 

«Continued on page 46) 
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RKO 





mw YORK CITY 
Bean ts « 
Walter alters Co 
Farney Rapp Orch 


Mack & Owen!’ 


He Robinson's Rev 
(One to Hill) 
(6) 
c & J Preisser 
Badie Garr 
Kate Smith Rev 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (13) 
Ferman Hyde 
Harry J Conley Co 
Bud Harris 
Fred Waring's OF 
(One to fill) 
46) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Case Mack & Owen 
Adelaide Hal! 
Herb Williame 
Pearce & Velie 


Prospect 
Ist half (13-16) 
Billy Rolle & D 
fianliey & Corday 





Frances White 
Carl Shaw Co 
Pickard’s S'’copt'rs 
Lacky Boys 


DENVER 

Keith’s (13) 
Bobby May 
Evans & Mayer 
Don Santo & E 
Dave Jones & P 


(6) 
Raymond Wilbert 
Madeline Patrice 
4 Golden Blondes 
Fred Sanborne 
Ralph Cooper Or 

KANSAS CITY 

Keith's (13) 
June Carr 
Willie West & McG 
Baby Rose Marie 
3 Cossacks 
4 Golden Blondes 
3 French Misses 
<6a 

Reems Rio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 














BUSTER SHAVER’S MIDGETS 
Signed fer Fanchon & Marco 


THRU 


LEDDY & SMITH 














Prank Convitle 
Lecky Melinda Or 
(One to fill) 

2@ half ¢17-19) 
Derothy Vimette Co 


Brank Ellis Co 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Peaches Browning 
2d half ¢16@-22) 
Countess Sonia Co 
Irving O' Dunn 
Radio Rubes 
@ammy Cohen 
LVéAmpa 
ALBANY 


Patace 

tet balf (13-16) 
Olsen & Johnson 

aa balf (17-19) 
Lawrence Grey 
Lamb & Belit 
Barry & Whitiedge 
Merray Lane 
«One to fil) 

2€@ halt (10-12) 
Dawn Sis & € 
Charles Kemper 
Welcome Lewis Co 
Roy fedley Co 
3 & M Mason 


BOSTON 

Boston (13) 
Mangean Inter’ls 
Kirby & Duval 
Anu Pritchard 
Porsythe S'm’n &F 
Dave Vine 
Milton Sie 

«6) 

Medel Bakere 
Cardiif & Wales 
Leo Hening Co 





LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (6) 
Clemens Belling 
Al Abbott 
Harrison & Elmo 
Jee Herbert 
B & R Gomaps 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (13) 
Snoozer Jr 
Jordan & Woods 
Roy & Romero Rev 


(6) 
Bdith Karen Ce 
Gaston Palmer 
Barney Grant 
JI a@ K Lee 
Dave Harris Rev 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith's (13) 
Deon Galvin 
Great Huber 
Withers & Moran 
(Twe to fil) 
«6) 
3 Bredwins 
Rudet & Dunigan 
Seiler & Wills 
Jackson & Gardiper 
Bussington'’s Ra 
OAKLAND 
KMeith’s (6) 
Jimmy Burchill Ce 
Neal Sis 
Rath Bros 
Johnny Perkins 
OMA 


Kelth’s (13) 
Dew'lt M'telt & F 
Madeline Patrice 
Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Sanborn 
Ralph Cooper Or 














r POWELL’S SYNCOPATION 
is 


ADJUSTABLE 


Orebestra or Baleony 
Drawing KReom er Dive 
Say LEDDY & SMITH 





24 half (149) 
Model Bakers 
Franks & Irving 
Alice Frohman 
Sully & Thomas 
Lucky Millinder Bd 

2a half (10-12) 
Marcy Bros & B 
Ola Lilith 
Landt 3 & White 
Daphne Pollard 
Blanche & Elliot 





TORONTO 
Hippedrome (13) 
Joe Bell & Sis 
King Bros & Cully 
Wally Sharples 
Sis of Skillet 
Porcelain Romance 

(6) 

3 Aces 
Casa & Lehn 
Everett Marshall 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
Dee Baker Rev 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (11) 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Gordon Reed & K 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Milton Berle 
Lillian Roth 
Zelaya 
4 Casting Stare 
Boulevard 


Ist half 13-16) 
Wilfred DuBoise 
2 Little Sachs 
Mary Hay 
Chas Sabin Oreh 
(Two to fill) 

2@ half (17-19) 
Joseph Jones Co 
Stone & Lee 
(Three to fill) 


Orpheum 
Ist half (13-16) 
Ken Whitmer Co 
Bob Robison 
Mills Kirk & M 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (17-19) 
Groody & Alien 
Joe Fejer Orch 
(Three to fill) 
Paradise (12) 
Chapelle & Carliton 
4 Ster Broe 
Hilton & Garon 
Zelaya 
Abe Lyman Orch 
State (13) 
4 Queens 
Sammy Coher 
Reis & Dunn 
Ted Healy Bd 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (13-16) 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Stone & Lee 
Opie Cates Orch 
(Twe te fill) 
2é@ half (17-19) 
Wilfred DuBoise 
Ken Whitmer Ce 
Bob Robison 
Harnica & Fisher 
(One to fill} 
m= (13) 
4 Casting Stars 
White & Agnew 
Milton Berle 
Gue Edwards 
(One te fill) 





Valencia (12) 
4 Kadex 
Belle Blanche 
Solly Ward Co 
Buster West 
Berah Minevich Bad 
OR. 


t 

lat half (13-16) 
Joseph Jones Co 
Robey & Gould 
Groody & Allen 
Joe Fejer Orch 
(One to fill) 

2@ half (17-19) 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Opie Cates Orch 
(Three to fill) 

BALTIMORE 

Century (13) 
Clean Up 
Owen Moore 
Bernice Claire 


BOSTON 
Keith’s (13) 
I & M Mason 
Stan Kavanagh 
Ben Alley 
Wm Demarest & C 


Loew's (13) 
Kikutas Japs 
Vaughn DeLeath 
Frisce 
(Two to fill) 

MONTREAL 

Loew's (13) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Rita DeLano 
Lubin Larry & A 
Frank D’Amore Co 
Lew Pollock Co 

PALISADES 

Leew's (13) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Harrison's Co 


‘Star Night’ 
Betty Compson 
Danny Heex 
Roy Bradley 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Ama Chang 
Judy & Cheron 
Julian Hal) 
Dorothy June 





WARNER 





BLIZABETH 
Ritz 


Ist half (6-8) 
Adler & Bradford 
Faber & Ford 
Robey & Gould 
Rose’s Midgets 

2d half (10-13) 
Pirate Queens 
Plorrie LeVere 
Vie Oliver 
Ravarian Bd 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (12) 
Case Bros & Marie 

2 Delivery Boys 
Mae Desmond 
Vie Oliver 





Billy Welle & 4 F 


(5) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Marty & Nancy 
Al K Hall Co 
3 McCann Sis 
Warren William 
Bette Davis 
Harry Hershfield 
Rosette & ILuttman 

WASHINGTON 
Earle (12) 
Pirate Queens 
Leon Navarra 
Bert Lytel) 
Al K Hall Ce 


(5) 
Litthe Pipifax 
Smith & Puck 
Stuart & Lash 








——— 





Harlan & St John 

Mel Kiee 

Jack Shea Orch 
Keith’s (13) 

Mate Smith Rev 

Ca& J Preisser 


6) 
Ressian Revels 
Mikired H Chaplin 
Bomby Ce 
Armida 
Stevens Bros & 8 

Healy Orch 


Palace (13) 
3 St John Bros 
Neville Fleeson Ce 
A & F Lake 
Grace Hayes 
Larry Rich Rev 
(6 


) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Ryan & Nobictte 
Nick Lucas 
Wiest & Stanton 
Fioy@ Gibbens 

State Lake (13) 
Summers & Hunt 
Ripa 
Dave Harris Rev 
Frances White 
Bert Walton 
3 French Misses 
) 


(6 

Hector & Pais 
Libonati 3 
Devito & Denny 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Owen MeGivney 
W & I Mandel 

€LEVELAND 

Palace (13) 
Hector & Pals 
Ryan & Noblette 
Renoff Renova & B 
Sunkist Nelson 
Ross Columbo Or 
A & PF Lake 
Neville Fleeson 
Hobart Roswe rth 
Don Redman Orch 
Homer Romaine 

l65th St. ¢83) 
France & LaPel) 
Scooter Towry 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
Welch & Hill 
Blanche (ntloway 


‘ 
Carleton & Ballew 





Roy & Romere Rv 
Jane Carr 
Willie West & McG 
Baby Rose Marie 
Local Fur Show 
PORTLAND 
Keith's (6) 
Dainty Ann Howe 
Joe Kelso 
James Hall 
Hill & Hoffman 
Carl Freed 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith's (13) 
Arthur Petley 
Cardif?t & Wales 
Vanessi Co 
Jack Muthal!l Ce 
Rey Sedley Ce 
«€) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Birdie Reeve 
Barney Rapp Oreh 
Lewis & Ames 
Al Norman + 
Mangean Intern'ls 
ROCHESTER 
Keith's (13) 
Gilbert Bros 
Carl Shaw 
Daphne Pollard 
Doc Baker Rev 
(6) 
Sunshine Sammy 
Summers & Hunt 
Lamb & Bellit 
Sis of Skillet 
France & ltaPell 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (6) 
Large & Morener 
Sibytla Bowan 
Milt Douglas 
Peter Higgins 
White & Manning 
SFATTLE 
Keith’s (6) 
Olga & Lester 
T & B Wonder 
Jack Gwynne 
Benny Ross 
7 Rargers 
TRENTON 
Capitel 
Ist half (13-16) 
Joe Mandis Ce 
Eddie Garr 
M Montgomery 
Lewis & Ames 
Rese's Muiigete 





Fanchon & Marce 





‘Chieago Fairest’ 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 

Russian Canine 5 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 
Lucille & Laverne 
Chicago Pairest 


BALTIMORE 
Century (13) 

‘Clean Up’ I 

Mills & Shea 

Rhythmettes 

Alex Callam 

Jimmy Hadreas 

Joe Thristy 

Verna Syivia & R 

Sunkist Ens 

BOSTON 

Metropelitan (13) 

‘Impressions’ I 

Natacha Nattova 

Four Fleshers 

Ducalion 

Joe Rose 

Corinne 

Sunkist Ens 
BUFFAIO 
Beale (13) 

‘Tahiti’ I 

Reri 

Bernardo De Pace 

Celine Lescar 

Gresham & Blake 

Park & Clifford 

Gus Elmore 

Lloyd Robert Milter 

Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (13) 

‘Rookies’ I 

Johnny Burke 

Nina Olivette 

Les Everson 

Irwin & McAvoy 

Dancing Donghboys 
Tiveli (13) 

‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 

Pluto 





Noyelle Bros 
Sanna & Loomis 
Poster & Van 
Monty & Carme 
Teete Neveile 


Uptown (13) 
‘Happiness Show’ I 
Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Jack & Jerry 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
Martha Vauchn 
Tom & Hank 

CINCINNATI 

Albee (13) 
Veils’ I 
Zetda Santley 
Roy Rogers 
Conrad's Pigeons 
Edna Errico 
Madline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 
Sunkist Ens 
LONG BEACH 
Fox (12) 
‘On the Riviera’ TI 
C Montenegro 
Red Donahue 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 

LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (12) 
‘Irene’ 

Dale Winter 
Geo Fox 
Bobby Watson 
G M Ball 
Mignon 
Dorothy LaMar 
Walter Regan 
Retty Farrington 
Warren Wood 
Sydney Revnolds 
Featherstone 
Anolyn Arden 
Wanda Allen 
Curtis Coley 
MADISON 

Orpheum (13) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Hernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Gilbert Bros 
Tfenri Therrien 
Sunkist Bre 

MEM PRIS 

State (13) 
Chaine’ } 


& U 


Gold & Raye 
Pav) S Mal) 
Frank Stever 
Kareis & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (12) 
‘Rhapsedy in Rk’ 
Foster & Van 
Betty Fraser 
Paul Sydell & 8 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (13) 
‘Reflections’ I 
Russell M'coni & J 
Marietta 
Ward & Pinkie 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (12) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
JI & J McKenna 
Tommy McAvpliffe 
5 DeCardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Topsy Lee 
Torney Ens 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (13) 
‘Gobs of Joy’ 
Arthur ‘Pat’ West 
Lee Port & D 
Pablo 
Eimer Herling 
Rose Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 


PORTLAND 
Paramount 


(tl) 





‘Bombay’ 


Wally Vernon 
Athenas 

Wallin & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ens 


SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (11) 
‘Wbangi’ I 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
Flo Robertson 
Fields & Bell 
Crosby Bros 
ST. LouIs 
Fox (13) 
Night Ciud’ I 
Holland & Knght 
Deszo Retter 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (13) 
‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Brose 
Duval 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
VANOOUVER 
Orpheem (12) 
Edwards Radio 8S 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Billy Aronson 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Paghiacei 
John Tio 
WASHINGTON 
Loew Fox (13) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 





Flo Lewis 








tt tal 











Pasquali Bros 
O'Connor Family 
Gayenne Sis 


Fox (12) 
‘Star Gazing’ I 


SAN FRANCISCO | Judy & Cheron 


Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 


Julian Hall 
Derothy June 
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Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramoant (5) 
Harry Richman 
Rosita & Ramon 
Frances Madduz 
Fred Keating 
3 Diamonds 
Rubinoff 





Jack Haley 
Vivian Faye 
‘Guilty as Hell’ 

BUFFALO 

Buffale (5) 
Block & Sully 
P & N Ghezzi 
I. Cowan Co 





Crawtfords ‘Guilty as Hel? 

‘Guilty as Hell DETROIT 
BROOKLYN Fisher (5) 
Paramount (5) King Bros & C 

Fddie Lowry Ross & Edwards 

Frances Williame ‘Gullty as Hell 

Andre 4 Fileen Clewley 

4 Climax’s Helen Sheldon . 

Theo Thane Mildred & Maurice 

John Walsh Russian Arts 

Net Clob Joe Morantz Orcb 

4 Eton Boys Renee & Laura 

Nutsy Fagae Nickolas Hadarick 

Vie Dunne Barra Birs 

Joan Sennett Misha Usanoff 

Walsh Pros rin 

Billie Lane Taft G 

La Belle Rose Geo Hall Orch 

3 Crane Sis Village Barn 


3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 
La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 
Paramount Grill 
Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegiane 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 
Rainbow Ian 


Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Geldmap 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 
Riviera 
Marry Fox 
Dorothy Dell 
Lita Lope 





Val Vestoff 
Jane Duniap 


Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 

Alma Smith 
Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 

Babs Perkins 
Sh'riff J’sh Medders 
B’shf'l H’k Warren 
Teddy Black Orch 


Hunter Isle Inn 


Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 


Pavillion Royal 
Guy Lombardo Orch 


CHICAGO 


Cafe de Alex 
Marie Valday 
Maria Alvares 
Enrico Clhausi 








Canterbury M. H. 


lst half (8-10) 
Percy Pryde 
Tambo & Tambo 

Sa half (11-23) 
3 Aberdonians 
Toranni 


Victoria Palace 


O'Gorman Bros 
Leslie Weston 
Keith Clark 
Sherry Bros 
“aude Allister 
Paul England 
Jchnny J Jones 
Daros 

Jack Le Dair 


Co 


Week of Aug. 8 


OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 

Geo Lacy 

Gertrude C’ncanpn'n 

2 Pages 

SH’PIV'RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 

M & H Nesbitt 

Jackie Collier 

STRATFORD 

Empire 

Chefalo 

Armour Boys 

Jean Kennedy 

TI. & Max Low 

Joey Barber 

Henry J Adams 





Madza Midgets 








This Week: Harry 


OPPICIAL DENTIST TO THB N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


Brandt. Leu Miller 








<4 Corona Babee 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Danny Lipton 3 
FINSBURY PARK 


STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Paramount 3 

Danny Lipton 3 

TOTTENHAM 


Ist half (8-10) 





Gorde Birch Orch 
Dells 


Ritz Bros 
JI & B Torrence 
Joan Abbott 
Rome & Dunn 
Gus Arnheim Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Roades 
Emil DeSo)lvi 
Harlan Hassburg 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Frolies 


Remo Vincent 
Rose & Ray Lyte 
Lillian Barnes 
Yvonne Morrew 
Ruby Shaw 
George Devron Or 
Russian Village 
George Nelidoff 


Inna Miraeva 
Vera Streleska 
Vova Prozenko 
Prim Gedevanova 
Marutsia Morozova 
Jasha Yakovieft 
Shura Petroff 
Terrace 
Tex Morrisey 
Florrie O'Day 
Reynolds Sis 
Libby & Katya 
Joe Cassidy 
Frankie Masters Or 


Lincein Tavern 
Louise Cook 
Ivy Anderson 
Kid Charleston 
Fredi & Moriet 
Kari Burtnett Or 


Vanity Fair 
Jack White 
Julia Gerity 
LaFayette & lav 
Genevieve Tigh 
Leo Wolf Orch 








of champagne 


Paris Nite Life 


(Continued from page 1) 


tity and one-drinkers. Rents are 
lower on the left bank and 
overhead is less, but to sell a bottle 
in 
would be like a riot call. 


For the first part of the winter 


the 


Montparnasse 


RYAN and NOBLETTE: 











Astoria 3 Aberdonians 
Barbeite 4 Urehins 
MAMMERASMITH 2d half (11-13) 
Palace Percy Pryde 
Eugene Magyr Bd Tambe & Tambe 
Week of Aug. 8 
CARDIFF MANCHESTER 
Capitol Paramount 
Bob Barlow Enid Ralph 
Empire NEWCASTLE 
Royal Hindustans Paramount 
Howard Rogers Gaucho Tango Or 
Harry Prescott NOTTINGHAM 
DUBLIN Empire 
Capitol Clapham & Dwyer 


Carl & Betinna Williams & Hayd'n 


Ce as booked Leon & Alys 
GLASGOW 3 Josers 
Empire Niobe 
Tom Burke Pell & Little 


Bert Weston 
Jock McKay 


Low & Fox 
Nina & Nora 


Jovers SOUTHAMPTON 
Auste! & Arthur Empire 
Helen Binnie Fields & Rosini 
Leslie Strange Clare Soliy 
LEEDS SWANSEA 
Empire 
Strobl Ramon & Nada 
Lucan & McShane | Will Hay Co 


Mayer & Kitson 
Howard & King 
Nixon Grey 

3 Marinos 
Buckleys 

Trois Petites 


Tinymite & Welf'rd 
Tessa Deane 
Henry Regal 
Edwin Lawrence 
Babe Egan 
Blondie Harthky 








Thanks PHIL BLOOM, BILL HOWARD, 
ARTHUR WILLI and HARRY ROGERS 














Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Ceatral P’k Casino | Paul Meeres 
Veloz & Yolanda | Lois Deppe 
Eddie Duchin Or Willie Jackson 





| ciety, 


‘La Boite a Matelots’ from Cannes, 
run by Leon Volterra, was the rage. 
Opened by a deadhead house of 
press and theatrical folk, the place 
soon caught on and did four months 
of swell business, petering away in 
the end to strong weekends and 
empty weekdays. Although sched- 
uled to reopen in the fall, it is be- 
lieved the owners will change the 
name and try to start a new idea. 


Coming late, the old redecorated 
Florida, now known as the ‘Mont- 
martre,’ swept everything before it 
in the closing months of the season. 
With Albert, from the Champs 
Elysees, to greet, and with the so- 
ciety crowd of last year’s ‘Monseig- 
neur’s’ behind the counter, place 
was a sensation from the start 
with the best music in town. Also 
scheduled to reopen in the fall, but 
doubtful if the same appeal can 
continue with the average life of 
a Paris night club not more than 
four months. 


Bricktop cleaned up for three 
months after her opening in No- 
vember. Then things petered off 
and one good night a week satisfied 
her as it did Chez Florence, 

Russes Behavior 

The Russian places with all their 
little gyps, taxi tricks and over- 
charging, felt the depression, too. 
The Sheherezade still does the best 
business but to a different crowd. 


Zaidee Jackson has Harlem im- 
planted there and champagne is 


difficult to sell even at lower prices. 
Good percentages taken off for so- 
theatrical and press people 
just for attendance. 





Bon Bon Buddies | 
Cleb Calais Cotton Clab 
jean Malin : | Aida Ward 
Lew Garcia Orch Hlenri Wessel 
Francis Dunn Swan & Lee 
Arthur Kudd | Anise Boyer 
Colleen Adams Roy Atkins 
Enters & Borgia | Peaches & Duke 
| ’ Brown & MeGraw | 
Consie’s Ina | Nieholas Bros 
| Baron Lee Orch | Leitha Hi}) 
J’zzlips a — Don Redman Orch 
3 Little ords } ny a 
Alice Joyce | HW liyw'a Restavr't | 
Cora Green |; Tommy Tucker Or | 
Baby Cox | Barron Jadeth | 


Giennie Cheeseman Faith Bacon 


Chez Lisa Mouranova got some 
late season trade and Norma Tal- 


worth or people will remember the 
years of gypping. 

Le Boeuf sur le Toit has taken 
on press agents and thrown brawls 
for everyone from Texas Guinan to 
visiting artists. But no amount of 


flareup can bring more than the 
same two dozen barflies and a 
dozen tables of people on week 
nights. Restaurant abandoned, 
Ditto the downstairs cabaret. 

‘Le Grand Ecart’ name changed 
to ‘the Speakeasy,’ and business 
only so-so. ‘Les Enfants Terribles’ 
changed to ‘Z-54’ lasted a fort- 


night. In the George V section, ‘Le 
Chat qui pelote’ lasted eight days. 
Around the Palais Royal a few 
smaller places kept going for twe 
or three months but nothing special 
there, 


The Lido held up the Champs 
Elysees and after falling off late in 
the winter came back a little with 
summer, Not up to old times, how- 
ever. 


Joe Zelli has had a terrible year 
and has sunk plenty in an attempt 
to bring people back. It's now a 
French idea cabaret with most 
Americans hanging around the bar. 
All the rest of the evening places 
mean absolutely nothing. 

Finishing up joints like ‘The Mel- 
ody Club’ and the ‘Rumba’ (once 
‘Music Box’) are oke for that small 
crowd that stays out till 8 or 9$ 
o'clock in the morning. Out in 
Passy the attempt to start some- 
thing with the Miami faded after 
a couple of weeks of class busi- 
ness, 

You can’t turn around without 
finding half a dozen night places 
on the left bank. Principal money 
for the season has gone to ‘Lee 
Clochards’ with Lucienne Boyer, Di- 
nah's and ‘La Boule Blanche,’ each 
with a particular clientele. 


Boyer’s Career 


Boyer, down in a cellar sang her 
way to many hundreds of thou- 
sands of francs at 30 francs a 
drink ($1.20). She kept that price 
with no gypping. Not a great turn- 
over but capable of 500 of these 
drinks or more a night, and she 
doubles. Dinah went to ‘L’Ange 
Bleu’ and packed them in. Then 
she went French at her own place 
and started losing foreigners and 
tried to get them back by going to 
Montmartre at the Abbaye. Now 
she is nowhere. 


La Boule Blanche became the 
early evening rumba centre of the 
left bank and all Paris flocked to 
see the blacks get tn a good wiggle 
before midnight. Lots of other 
‘beguine’ and rumba joints on the 
left bank but none took. Early in 
the year ‘Le Train Bleu’ cleaned 
up but died after two months, 


‘La Croix de Sud,’ in another 
basement, surprised everyone by 
holding up 14 months before an- 
nouncing a summer closing. Mag 
reopen and has developed a cer 
tain trade by changing entertain-e 
ment monthly. Other places are 
just doing fair In this section and 
not known to Americans. ‘L’Aero- 
port’ is latest to open in Monte 
parnasse next door to the closed 
‘Patte Blanche.’ Business is fatr 


but mostly coming from one 
drinkers at the bar. 
‘La Petite Chaise,’ ‘Le Bateau 


Ivre,’ and ‘Les Cloches’ did noth- 
ing. The night places in the Latin 
Quarter are also dead with “Les 
Noctambules’ occasionally coming 
through. There are a dozen new 
ones in Montparnasse but they 
close quickly and reopen under new 
names, 

Biggest tragedy of the year was 
the Bagdad on the right bank. A 
big bankroll and plenty of adver- 
tising couldn’t make it last six 
weeks. Except for such as the Ta 
Fetiche,’ ‘La Petite Chaumiere’ and 
‘Chez Ton Ton,’ all pansy joints, 
are closed. 
the nrarkets are dead. Night club- 
bers have to be satisfied with one 
or two smart places at a time thig 
year. 





DALTON’S DATE 


Columbus, Aug. 8. 
sill Dalton, local favorite son, is 
going back to local theatre work 
after several months of broadcast- 
ing. Former featured organist at 
Loew's Ohio theatre last week 
signed to play at Neth’s Grand, sole 
downtown indie house, beginning in 
September. 

Dalton has been broadcasting over 


| WATU. 


Turner Replaces Bloom 





madge boosted it by going every 

‘night. Bosphere, with Charpini, San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
also had nice in-between trade After eight years as local rep Abe 
while Vesbeck and Casanova bare- | Bloom has been let out by Irving 
ly held their own and are now Berlin, after having been assigned 
close d. The Russian dives have |entire Coast territory recently. A, 
got to give more than the money's ' Turner, from the east, succeeds, 


And along with them, 


wes 
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$2 VARIETY TIMES § ap UARE Tuesday, August 9, 1932 
, — en 
NERUUSEZETIEE IE eta no EE EERE EEE ons cee RRR RRR e eens | $5,000, and the Davis-Mills cross 
East eve suit for $10,000. Action is outcome 
of Davis and Mills dream of creat. 
ews From the Dailies saa aoe di copia as Taste 
Joseph F. Emmonts arrested Aug. Tex. . 
1 on a charge of abducting his 15- | * ‘ . ° ° . . ° 
months-old daughter, who had been | This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the Johnny Weissmuller and Bobbe 
with her mother. Emmonts is a} daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no Arnst are reported discussing di- 
, Sc ri y r *hi . ic | o ° e , a r > > 
cellist with the N. Y. Philharmonic. | credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. idee attorney. Both are 
James Flood, of the Forrest hotel, | hj ss=s-srs SESS BS Pee BP eet eee 2 ee td Pet POP Bt 
has formed the B. E. F. Revue, | Mrs. Grace Simpson, scenarist 
which will tour for the benefit of | tyead,’ is all set. Others are ‘Love;in jail pending a hearing for non-,;which to pay any fine. Court ad-|asking $125,000 from Mrs. Dorothy 
the bonus seekers. William Kent, | Life of a Tiffy,’ ‘Manhattan Medley’ | support, journed case for a week so she can/ Coughlin, wife of a Seattle capita}. 
Rome and Gayt, Rozane Kane, Mary |and an untitled musical. come down herself. ist, for alleged alienation of affec. 
Kllis, Oscar Lorraine, Al Trahan, Lodewick Vroom, who has the tions of James T. Simpson. 
Will Morrisey, Midgie Miller, Dor- Lucrezia Bori back from vaca-|former Erlanger theatre from the Henrietta Crosman will guest 
othy Kellogg, Johnny Walker, Ted | tion abroad. Will go on a concert] actor estate, will rename it the St. star at White Plains in ‘Royal More than the required 110,000 
Maclain, Bob Kane, Renee Cartier | tour before the opera season. James. Will use it for the produc- | F@mily.’ signers have been obtained to place 
and William Crame among the vol- _ tions of the St. James Theatre the California racing bill on the No. 
unteers. Vladimir Heifitz, former accom-| Corp, of which he is president. vember ballot. Estimated measure 
panist for Ide Kermer, sued to en- Coast would add from 5 to $7,000,000 an- 
John D. Williams suing Maude | join her from taking credit for his ‘Domino,’ Bill Brady’s play, comes nually to the state treasury. 
Adams for $203,000 for work done work. States that when she went] into the Playhouse Aug. 16 after a 
in placing ‘Merchant of Venice’ on| to Europe she borrowed some Of| tryout at Atlantic City. Suit for divorce filed by Mrs. Ann|, Maurice Judd, Washington, D. C., 
tour. Asks for examination before | his scripts of Jewish songs, and Alvarado against: Don Alvarado in|!&@s filed suit in Los Angeles for 
trial. Miss Adams replied she is| that these were published under the Harriet Hoctor goes in the new | Chihuahua, Mexico, after eight years| $10,000 against Tom Mix for legal 
willing to testify as to Williams’ | ame of Isa Kreme, her new pian- | +vanities.’ of married life. Action by mutual | Services, said to have been rendered 
services, but not on other points, | ist- Asks return of scripts, cessa- consent. Pair have a young daugh- |!" making up income tax returns, 


including tour profits. Court ruled 


she must tell. 





Suburban + Playgoers’ League 
formed in co-operation with pro- 
ducing manzgers to give bus serv- 
ice to suburbanites desiring to at- 
tend the theatre and deterred by 
train schedules. Parties of 31 or 
37, the capacities of the type of 
buses to be used, will get trans- 
portation and admissions for the 
boxoffice cost of te tickets alone. 





‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ 
how spotted for the Broadhurst, 
New York, Sept. 8. 





Edward Anthony sues in a Brook- 
lyn court to restrain showing of 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive.’ Claims he 
Was engaged by Van Beuren to do 
13 stories for a Buck serial, but 
that Van Beuren took the single 
feature length story of another 
writer. Decision reserved. 





Herbert Shumlin will stage the 
hew Spewack comedy. 





Matty Zimmerman, of Leblang’s, 
back from Germany. 





Around 3,500 taxicabs, or about 
one-fifth of the New York fleet, out 
of service due to poor business. 





Ralph Staub, of Columbia Pic- 
tures, propositioned by Alaskan 
business men to direct a picture 
giving the history of the territory 
since its purchase from Russia. Had 
to turn it down because of his con- 
tract. 





_ Harlem held big greeting for re- 
turning ‘Green Pastures’ company 
at 125th street station. There were 
103 in the party. Drew a special 
story from Ward Moorehouse which 
ths ‘Sun’ slapped on page one. 





Coney Island will hold its annual 
Mardi Gras Sept. 12-18. 





Plans for the Grand Forum, or 
sunken plaza at Rockefeller Cen- 
ter, have been filed. First building 
plan in N. Y. which calls for all 
work to be below the street level. 





Talk of a Broadway revival of 
‘Rain’ with Alice Brady. 





Reported that Jane Cowl will be 
with the Guild this season. 





Ernest Cossart will take Henry 
Travers’ place in ‘Reunion’ when it 
goes on tour. Travers will remain 
in New York to play in ‘Good 
Earth,’ both Guild shows. 





‘Evening Journal’ sprang a story 
last week that Lina Basquette had 
been married to Teddy Hayes in 
Newark last October. Names were 
given as Lena Copeland Baskett 
and Theodore T. Hayes. Hayes is 
Jack Dempsey’s manager. Miss 
Basquette says its not she. 





All undisputed pay claims against 
the defunct N. Y. ‘Graphic’ (Mac- 
fadden) were paid last week fol- 
lowing a meeting of the creditors. 





George Harris, winner of the At- 
water-Kent radio auditions, given 
a week with the Westport (L. I.) 
Players. 





Elaine Manzi, toe dancer, puzzled 
as to whom she is married. Thought 
She was marrying Lord North, 
whose ancestor was British premier 
during the Revolutionary War, but 
Lord North, who is in England, 
thinks it must be two other fellows. 





Isidor J. Kressel suing Mitchell 
Erlanger, through his. secretary, 
Loretta Conway, for a note for $25,- 
000 said to be part of his retainer 
in the Fixel case. 

Max Rabinoff, impresario, badly 
hurt in auto accident near Yonkers. 
Car went off the road to avoid an- 
other machine. 








Barbara Blair, injured in an auto | 


accident at Bridgeport, Conn. 
taining a fractured skull, reported 
to be recovering. 


sus- 





L. Lawrence Weber may try four 
Plays this coming season 


‘The Man Who Reclaimed His 


tion of wrong credits and to stop 
publication of An Album of Jewish 
Folk Songs in which his work ap- 





pears. Court denied application, 
Word from Paris insists that 
Chaplin’s next will be a _ talker, 
made on the Riviera with local 
backing. 
Health Commissioner’ declares 


that unless something is done about 
sewage pollution it may become 
necessary to forbid all bathing at 
nearby beaches including Coney 
and Brighton. 





Perle Barti, opera singer, and Serd 
M. DeLonguet, French actor, have 
taken out a marriage license. 





Arthur E. Helmrich, profession- 
ally Alan Edwards, found in con- 
tempt in White Plains Supreme 
Court for failure to pay $1,585 to 
his wife, Elaine. Told to settle or 
go to jail. He sought to convince 
the court he has grown too old to 
play juveniles and has no other 
line. 





Charlotte Wakefield, show girl, 
refused alimony and counsel fees 
when she sought a separation from 
Walter Rukeyser, mining engineer, 
who, she charged, beat and other- 
wise maltreated her. He retorted 
that she locked him out of their 
room, threw knives at him and sel- 
dom was_ sober. Judge Peter 
Schmuck decided the husband was 
more sinned against than sinning. 
Mrs. Rukeyser must wait for the 
trial. 





Examined before trial in his suit 
for slander against Mrs. Anita Ar- 
guimbau for $250,000, following a 
weekend cruise, T. Ray Foswell, 
picture director, claimed that her 
statements were merely to beat him 
to the punch when he threatened 
to make a clean breast of the affair 
to her husband. 





Frieda Fishbien, play broker, has 
added Ann Miner to her staff. 





Will Fyffe, Andre Randall and 
Edwin Styles sail tomorrow, (Wed) 
to go into ‘Vanities.’ Chorus re- 
hearsals for the show start this 
week under Sammy Lee. Show will 
have a tryout in Newark Sept. 12 
before coming into New York, pos- 
sibly at the Casino, formerly Car- 
roll’s. Rehearsals at the Manhat- 
tan, which Norman Carroll has un- 
der lease. 





Artists’ models have organized a 
guild in New York. - Starts with 
a membershi» of about 300. Will 
supply booking service, legal advice 
and collections, telephone service 
and cash checks. 





Earl Carroll's executive staff will 
include Howard Deighton, general 
stage dir.; Jack Kelly, stage mana- 
ger; Ned McGurn, ass’t. stage man- 
ager; Harry Long and Clem Taylor, 


rehearsal stage assistants; Ray 
Kavanaugh, music dir.; Mrs. Ar- 
lington, wardrobe; Mrs. Tapsfield, 


workrooms, and Chas. Ashley, tech- 
nical director. 





Announced that all Silly Sym- 
phonies, film cartoons, in the new 
series will be done in Technicolor. 





Winston-Salem grand jury indicts 
Libby Holman and Ab. Walker for 
the murder of the former’s husband, 
Smith Reynolds. Walker was im- 
mediately arrested. Singer was 
surrendered by her father. Jury 
acted after hearing only two wit- 
nesses. 





Supreme Court, ruling on appeal 
of disgruntled members, holds that 
picture operators Local 306 is re- 
sponsible for the legal costs of de- 
fending Sam Kaplan and others 
from conspiracy charge. Complain- 
ants argued that suit was against 
the men as individuals and not as 
union officials and they should de- 





First, | 


fray the cost themselves. Amount 
is about $25,000. 





Chas. ‘Curran entered a dance 
marathon in Camden, N. J. in the 
|} hope that he could win the prize 
and so pay his wife’s back alimony. 
Dropped out after 800 hours and 


given a chance to catch up on sleep 


Emily McCormack, of the Main 
Street radio sketch cast, named co- 
respondent in the divorce case 
brought by Mrs. Albert Tate Smith 
against her husband. Supreme 
Court awarded Mrs. Smith a decree, 
the custody of their child and $85 
weekly. Basis of charge was raid 
at the Half Moon hotel, Coney 
Island. 





Brewers importing beer barrels 
from Germany in anticipation of 
repeal. North German Lloyd boats 
have been bringing in around 500 
barrels on each trip the past few 
weeks. 





Theresa Hepburn, of the Guild, 
will be connected with at least two 
independent productions this sea- 


son. With Martin Beck she will 
stage ‘Chrysalis,’ by Rose Albert 
Porter, and with Joseph Verner 


Reed, will do ‘Love Story,’ by S. N. 
Behrman’s drama. Her first job for 
the Guild will be to stage ‘The Pure 
in Heart.’ 





A Carrie Nation cycle on the 
stage. To ‘Crusading Carrie,’ now 
making the rounds, will be added 
‘Carrie Nation,’ produced by Arthur 
J. Beckhard and authored by Frank 
McGrath, 





That often announced Spewack 
play will probably be called ‘O! 
Rare Buck Thomas.’ To be put into 
early rehearsal by Herman Shumlin. 
Deals with American in Russia. 
Scenes laid in a hotel. 





Parkway, dancehall in Hawthorne, 
Westchester county, burned. Opened 
only a few months ago. 


Aaron Fox, brother of William 
Fox, granted a reduction to $150 
temporary alimony pending Mrs. 
Fox's suit for separation. Last 
May the court awarded Mrs. Fox 
$200 weekly until trial, Reduction 
made retroactive to that time. 








Accounting of the will of the late 
Roy Lindon Danks, who died in 
1930, reveals a provision for three 
annual awards for the best drama, 
musicai composition and novel writ- 
ten by American citizens. Awards 
to be made by the dramatic, musi- 
cal and literary editors of N. Y. 
‘American,’ ‘Times,’ ‘Herald Trib- 
une’, ‘Sun’ and ‘World.’ 





New counterfeit $10 bill bothering 
the box-office hands. 





Arthur Edeson and George Burton 
collecting plays. They have ‘Mar- 
ket Value,’ by John Hodges and 
Eric Kolkhorst; ‘Kolpak Dances,’ 
done from the German by Theodore 
Sky; ‘Incubator,’ by John Lyman 
and Roman Bohnen; ‘We Three and 
One Other,’ by Sidney Steiner, and 
‘Behind the Screen,’ by N. Brew- 
ster Morse. No production plans 
announced. 





Baby found abandoned in a limou- 
sine parked in front of the Capitol 
theatre Friday night. Note told 
that the mother was too poor to 
support the child. Theatre doorman 
called a policeman, who took the 
infant to the Children’s Society. 





Ed Wynn to resume touring in 
‘Laugh Parade’ at Boston on Labor 





Day. Booked until March. 
Metro announces purchase of 
‘The Mask of Fu Manchu.’ Early 


production planned. 





Will of the late Florenz Ziegfeld 
entered for probate in Westchester 
county. Entire estate left to his 
wife, Billie Burke, with the request 
that she provide for his mother. 
Louis S. Levy, of New York, named 
as executor without bond. Cus- 
tomary transfer tax affidavit not 
filed. Impossible to even roughly 
appraise value of the estate at this 
time. 





Last Thursday’s (4) bull market 
netted U. S. Treasury $140,000 from 
the tax on stock sales. Tax is 4c 
on shares under $20 and another 
penny for higher values. 





Frances Maddux got a ticket for 
speeding and driving without a li- 
cense. Having a job singing in the 
Paramount show, she sent her but- 





ler to traffic court with $40 with 





ter. 





Jan Rubini denied motion for re- 
duction of ex-wife's alimony from 
$150 to $75 a month. 





Hollywood police holding Joe and 
Sebastian Gagarin, Filipino brothers, 
on suspicion of having robbed and 
slugged Fred Massig, tilm actor, 





Two owners of racing hounds, 
Sam Clarke and Claude Williams, 
jailed for refusing to testify regard- 
ing Culver City dom track, won re- 
lease on bail and were ordered to 
appear before Superior Judge Craig 
Aug. 9 to show cause why they 
should not serve contempt sen- 
tences, 


Mrs. Minnie Kennedy-Hudson, 
mother of Aimee Semple ~IcPher- 
son Hutton brought $100,000 slander 
suit in L. A. Superior Court against 
husband, Guy Edward Hudson, based 
on statements which it is alleged he 
made in Las Vegas, Nev., after 
leaving her, 


Earl Wayland Bowman wants 
$200,000 from RKO studios, Inc., be- 
cause company used title, ‘High 
Stakes,’ for a film. Bowman claims 
to have published story of that 
name in 1920. Suing in L. A. Su- 
perior Court, 











When a stench bomb in the form 
of a bottle was hurled from the 
balcony of the Arcade, Los Angeles, 
Henrietta Peterson, dancer, was cut 
about the knees by flying glass. 
Happened during opening perform- 
ance, midnight, of new burlesque 
policy. 





Arline Judge sued for $110 dent- 
are bill by Dr. Milton Bender in 
» dhe 





Jack Dempsey flew to Salt Lake 
City from Hollywood to see his 
mother, who is seriously ill. 





Auto accident resulted in $21,000 
damage suit brought by Isobell 
Kelly, dancer, against Roy Rust and 
Vernon Wilberk in Superior Court, 
Los Angeles, 





Assignee of Edward Small, agent, 
brought suit in Superior Court, 
Los Angeles, against Bing Crosby 
for $105,000. Of the total, $25,000 is 
claimed due in commissions during 
the past two years and remainder 
damages because, allegedly, Crosby 
wrongfully dismissed Small, 





While rehearsing for a vaude- 
ville act, Galen Gough, strong man, 
is alleged to have attacked Aline 
Taylor, strong woman, Gough drew 
90 days in Los Angeles county jail 
on assault charges but was found 
not guilty on morals accusation. 





Virginia Goodwin Graves granted 
divorce on cruelty grounds from 
Ralph Graves in San Diego Su- 
perior court. Awarded custody of 
minor son and $500 a month. 





List of liabilities and assets of 
John Francis Dillon, director, who 
filed bankruptcy petition in Los An- 
gcles recently, stipulates debts of 
$73,469, half in bills due Beverly 
Hills merchants, and remainder bal- 
ance due on real estate. Assets of 
$33,249 include an auto valued at 
$16,000. 





Los Angeles police started search 
after three days for Walter Cary, 
II, musician, who left home for a 
walk and failec to return. 





Failing to collect $30 fee for play- 
ing at the wedding of Joan Fen- 
nett and Gene Markey in Beverly 
Hills, Florence Sanger, organist, 
sued and collected from Ed Daniels, 
florist, who catered the event. 





Marriage of Dorothee McFarland 
annuled by L. A. Superior Judge 
Haas by her pleading innocence of 
the law in having wed Clyde Mc- 
Farland before final decree of her 
divorce from Ervin Renard, actor, 
had been entered. Baby Gloria Mc- 
Farland, however, was decreed leg- 
itimate by the judge. 





J. Charles Davis and his wife, 
Marilyn Mills, are in court in L. A 
for trial of suit brought by R. IL 
Bledsoe and H. B. Bagley, realtors, 
to collect on promissory notes of 





Lina Basquette denies she is the 
Lena Copeland Baskette who mar- 
ried a T. T, Hayes in Newark, N, J., 
last October. Teddy Hayes, at the 
Paramount studio, also denied he 
was the Theodore on the license. 





Heat from the sun is believed to 
have ignited celluloid causing a 
blaze which destroyed, for the sec- 
ond time, film reclaiming plant of 
> lg Filac Co., Burbank. Loss 

500, 





Betty Boyd, « picture actress, 
awarded divorce from Charles H, 
Over, Jr., stock broker, by Superior 
Judge Shinn, Los Angeles. 





Joan Blondell, WB-FN player, and 
George S. Barnes, United Artists 
cameraman, reported secretly mar- 
ried and honeymooning in Portland, 
Ore. 





Lorena Layson, a ‘stand in’ at the 
WB studios, escaped the eagle eye 
of executives for two years. Then 
Darryl Zanuck saw her in the 
studio lunchroom. A two year con- 
tract followed. 





Olympics have brought a new 
crop of pickpockets to Los Angeles, 
police in one day receiving reports 
of $1,168 losses. At reopening of 
Carthay Circle with ‘Back Street,’ 
Panama Canal official was taken for 
$763. 





Julia Lydig Hoyt filed suit in 
Reno for a divorce from Louis Cal- 
hern. Got the decree. 





Harold Duncan, brother of Vivian 
and Rosetta, arrested in Los Angeles 
on a rubber check charge. 





Wilson Mizner, writer, has recov- 
ered from pneumonia, 





Teddy Hayes has been sued in Los 
Angeles for $5,175 back alimony 
which his first wife, Florence Lee, 
says he owes. 





Carl Laemmle will build a $35,000 
modernistic store building at Holly- 
wood’s most prominent corner, Vine 
and Hollywood. 





Evelyn Brent has been sued for 
$537 by Dr. J. BE. Hapenney. Hos- 
pital bills for her prize dogs. 


Mid-West 


Balaban & Katz announced it 
would spend $1,500,000 for new film 
product. This would represent 
$800,000 for straight rental and 
$200,000 for percentage deals to 
Paramount alone. Other producers 
divvy the balance. 











Legal wolves were called off in 
Nebraska against the Walnut 
Grove ballroom near Fort Crook 
when the management agreed to 
discontinue taxi dancing altogether 
and to close at 1 a.m. Residents 
had squawked to police, 





Four times the speed of a theat- 
rical film, or 60 frames a second, is 
achieved in a new medical motion 
picture machine to photograph in- 
ternally. Archer Hoyt and Jesse 
Dumond, Minneapolis medicos, de- 
veloped the contrivance, 





Usual cluster of beauty contests 
around the middle west. Every 
jerkwater town is giving itself a 
thrill and the girls a chance to 
parade in bathing attire. 





Miner, usher, dancer, was the 
sequence in the career of Joe Con- 
nors, 26, whom Cleveland discov- 
ered at RKO’s 105th Street as @ 
former native son. He hopes to get 
‘the kind of a break Hal LeRoy got.’ 





Reporter Leo Howard of Chi- 
cago’s tabloid ‘Daily Times’ sought 
out the poverty-stricken mother of 
June Martin, who strangled her 
roommate, Babe Raymond, in New 
York City because they had ‘been 
too much to each other.’ Mother 
earns $4.50 a week in a soap factory 
and helps support two grown chil- 
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+ * Los Angeles, Aug. 8. VOTES ON RESUBMISSION 
it IC ets eee es Oe By Jack Osterman 
s, ey announce to Longe Beact . 
the world, are hanging around an ‘ a oat a, Cal., seh ¥ 2 A 
Fanchon & Marc flices iii . SiUX Kian Has sprung up here ™ ici ss 
; '!| ings for a ot yp ehenaercchneir again, opening a recruiting office HERE'S MY COPY, YOU CAN i heard a man kill himself on the 
or re e 0h S$ take them back home. and appealing to the bone drys. GO TO PRESS Now, air.’ ~~. 
That the Klan revival is appar- ——a Offici:! thought it over and told 
enntly for the purpose of winning Observation him to come back Thursday for an 
BABY FACE LIFTED BY Republican votes in the south is The little lady observes that there audition 
Another method to attract su- gaineres from literature issued here. | are enough half dead people walk- ce 
purban patronage to Broadway legit DR. LOU BROUILLARD e Pamphlets state the Klan is in| ing up and down Broadway without Ww Switch 
shows offers free bus service to and avor of the party that advocates re- | scing to see ‘White Zombie.” 4 ith the new season coming on, ae 
from theatres to purchasers of submission and against the one that Appearing with this picture is an | a guys who used to sell apples on i 
ticret>, which are to be had at box- By JACK PULASKI gr Spe el angi its eer a Olsen and Johnson short, so we took | cae wilh be seen selling at 
office prices. Four of the seven cur- at organizers declare that they | our little nephew. He laughed at ’ + 
rent attractions are available on| It took a rugged youngster, Lou rte Rare rae» a with Pgipiane ‘Zombie’ but Olsen and Johnson Oct : i 
basis, list to be expanded om} ease . eadquarters in anta, Ga., and | frightened him. stermania ree 
heaped opens up oa when | Brouillard to virtually eliminate a | that recruiting is going on all over Kate Smith held over at Palace.... ihe 
e ; favorite. That happened Thursday | the south. proving you can’t see all of her in att 
Busses holding from 31 and 37/(4) at the Yankee Stadium when Ouch! one week....Now that White has a 
persons Bobs to ce ego the free|the nut-megger of French Cannuck Speaking of Burns and Allen, A!| Zombie we suppose Carroll will put at 
transportation projec eing aimed | parentage clearly defeated Jimmy Boasberg recommended stardom for | one in his show Ed W dk 
: od ” ° s cave ynn spent i} 
at — ype engi ead individuals |McLarnin, the betting odds on Loop Deader Than Ever Allen and unguentine for Burns, 20 years to establish himself as The H 
within a radius of miles from |whom were nearly two to one Fo } 9 Perfect Fool j q 
; 2 rces Lind to erfec ool, and three weeks on at) 
the tal  egoel ac dered to be meen —_ htewe copped about three pi 8 me Tin Pan Alley Depression the air established him as The Fire j 
nar- e es as stant as/|rounds, having a slight edge in the cago, Aug. 8. Geor : Chief....Winchell is getti to be 7 
: £ 3 ge Marlo wires that the mu- ome 2 
J White Plains and Mamaroneck, | first, but he was best in the fifth| Lindy's Restaurant, Loop land-jsic publishers are asking advance a traveling ‘Mirror’ salesman....« a 
en Long Island out to Glen Cove, Port and ninth. Jimmy shot his bolt in | mark, closed its doors on Sunday | royalties from the writers. We thought cross-word puzzles ah 
he Wasnington and Garden City, while| that session when he tried for a | (7). Pit went out of style the same time 7 
' the New Jersey circle includes’ kayo, sensing that was the only This further hangs the crepe on Caustic Criti money did. ARE YOU READING? H 
eo Ridgewood, Paterson and Passaic. way he could win. The belting he | dead Randolph street, with four : er mare : 
. Suburban bus plan is being han- | ‘0°K in the last round removed any | dark theatres in one block A certain artist was struggling ; 
> a 7 , ¢ , , - 
al @ied by Edward Gross, formerly on | chance he had. . over the ether last week when one MARRIAGES | 
. of the New York ‘Times. Arrange- It was Brouillard’s debut in New — ot the listeners-in remarked she ; ; 
088 ment with the theatres calls for a|*°'- He won the welter title out : ’ thought he was too near the ‘mike.’ | | FORM, FONOET. Ae SO, See : 
reduction to him of $1 per ticket.|9f town only to lose it to Jackie Film Co.’s Racquets So somebody answered, ‘He’s too|in Hollywood at Groom is it 
; ae : i ion.’ a camera ma _ A. : 
* He is to pay the bus fare of 50c Fields. The wise guys figured he Organization of a tennis associa- near the station. \ - on - ) 
8, | per person, the balance going for ex- | ¥@8"'t s00d enough for McLarnin. | tion within the. film ranks in New ; X ay @ a ae 
rior penses and whatever profit there Lou is - southpaw and a very good | York is under way. At a meeting ina Big Way ars ae as een ee 
may be. wae His socks to Jimmy's tummy |at the Warner Club plans were Ralph Brown, brother of the song- ” ete, me : 
Gross thinks the bus plan obviates | ?Urt and won for him, The west- | formulated for a tournament later | Writing Lew, decided to go into the Giive Jo, Handren, newspapers : 
and the necessity of suburbanites hav- ern blond was forced to double |jin the summer. cloak and suit business years ago.|W°man, to Percy F, Williams, Jr., ia 
ists ing to watch train schedules, and |°Ver frequently to duck that steady | Among the companies which have | He wanted to get a name that would at Dennis, Mass., June 21. Williams e 
ar- eliminates parking problems of pa- | %°4¥Y Punishment and at the last | signified intentions to participate |demand attention and convey the formerly with St. James stock com- is 
nd, trons who may heretofore come to | @!! looked pretty much all in. are Paramount, United Artists, | fact that he had one the the largest | Pany. Boston, and Cape Playhouse, oT 
Broadway in their own cars. Dynamite Gone Warners, ERPI, Universal and Col- | firms in the business. Dennis. { 4 
th , The dynamite appears to have|"mbia. Matches are tentatively| He called it—Ginsburg, LePetus & Dorothy Baker and Ralph Jen- 
a T gone out of MecLarnin’s right mit. scheduled for each Saturday at the | Ginsburg and Sons, Ine., And|kins, both of Lynn, Mass., vaude 4 
?2|Tiine was that a Baby Face s ia] | Sunnyside Courts, L. I. City. Brothers. dancers known as Rosita and Perez, : 
1e 23 pecia 
the New York Theatres | to the button meant kissing the eee secretly married at Plymouth, N. HL, i 
yn- -3|canvas pronto. Well, this Brouil- Sign recently. - 
lard took it on the chin and noth- BIRTHS Sign in front of a downtown res- Walter Melville, London theatre : 
ing happened, except that he waded ; taurant reads, ‘This Restaurant | Manager, to Barbara Crosbie, non- : 
ew in and bashed Jimmy. There wasa| Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas M./ will close At 9 P. M. During August | Pro, in London, July 21. 
we ~__ =e Lew right Hiss — — daughter, Aug 1., in New Except Sunday When It Won't Be Virginia Kahler, musician, to Ted ! 
when eir heads cracked together: “K. Open At All.’ ° 
f - p ° Campbell, pianist, in Los Angele 
*% =~ —_ ey scraped underneath Mr. and Mrs. Paul Harman, son, June 14 . suing 
ot, an s body was in the red. in Chi . ] , 
ny Benny Leonard, who may meet | Melodymen uneeek at WLS, Chi- baat. tar pneptret Waters, of Hee se 
a McLarnin, wanted Jimmy to win, | cago ’ A press agent asked someone |traltos, WLS, to Gottfried Seegard, 
a reater han a Motion Picture feeling he can do better with that irae connected with the racing paper |arranger for CBS, in Chicago, Aug. 
il- “AMERICAN former tough guy than with Lou Mr. and Mrs. William Anderson, | how he could get a headline story |1. Groom is from Copenhagen, 
; MADN his ah tadialkhe ant peduaak How- _— in carne te « By Father is | on its front page. Denmark. : 
- + : radio engimecr a . Reporter replied, ‘You'll have to| Alice M. Ritchie to Albert N 
- ever, it may be that the promoters . eae . ; 
Wa . x ESS qill hurdle. both and stage the con- Mr. and Mrs. Hartford Taylor, | beat Burgoo King.’ Driscoll, New York, Aug. 6. Bride 
es Columbia Picture with templated welter title bout, with | 50", in Chicago, July 15. Father is is the daughter of Mary Paige, the- 
WALTER HUSTON Benny and Fields the principals. with Cumberland: Ridge Runners, Oh! Oh! atrical producer. Groom an actor. 
Another mug from Connecticut radio act. O. O. McIntyre reports another E. Harold Sokolove to Mary Mer- 
v< went out in front and stayed there Mr. and Mrs. Lester. McFarland, remark’ by the late Granc C'rke. vis, non-pro, Baltimore, Aug, 2, 
—what a smacking around Frankie | son, in Chicago, July 15. Father is|A disheveled stew dropped into a Groom is pianist and conductor at 
* Se the Ohms Petrolle got from Louis Kid Kap- | of Mac and Bob, blind radio singers, | chair beside him. He was incred- | WCBM, Baltimore. 
iy Premier Vaudeville 3 | lan, the. former bantam champ. Mr. and Mrs. David Selznick, son, ibly filthy and the odor was a wet " 
e, BARBARA KATE ata Rey nd beryl ot ave-cuseey. August 4, in Hollywood. Mother is raga bend pond — pc 
Tranki re attilino twice re- |Irere Mayer, daughter of Louis B 
SYANWYCK SMITH : , daug s B.|' ; 
A cently, when Pat tried to take it | Mayer. for the Whitney stables. IMPORTANT! 
we PURCHASE SwaNee Mmusic out on Billy's brother. So when Mr, and Mrs. Ben Marks, son ate Beautiful accommodations in new 
be PRICE” REVUE stumpy-armed Kaplan had _ no Au-ust 2 at Fifth A eae a Novelty Times Square hotels. Rooms with 
Pgs Fi ie as trouble hooking this Petrolle, his |; 7c bee + venue Hospi- A discouraged fellow ran into a|f Radio, Private Bath at tremendous 
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Faith Baldwin’s Love-Thrill 
Coo Drama, ‘SKYSCRAPER SOULS’ 
l with WARREN WILLIAM 
BIWAY In Person—Abe LYMAN and his 

orchestra, Lillian ROTH, ——e 


oad & Yolanda, Gordon, 
oF King, Madeline Killeen & 
5) § Milton BERLE 
Master of 
OL Ceremonies 


Thurs. BEN BERNIE in person 














“Another Language” 














for Junior Durkin. 





Zemach ‘Golem’ Lead 
Benjamin Zemach will star and 


into the Egan, Los Angeles, with 


Adele Cutler in cast. 


Hamilton Supplants Jell 
George Hamilton’s orchestra has 


at Long Beach. 





with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Ocrothy Stickney, John Beai 


Theatre, 45th St.. W. ef B'way. 
BOOTH Evs. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 











$25,000 Judgment Granted 


jgets $25,000 judgment against Pan- 
tages, Mills and Shreve, money due 
on unpaid note. 
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H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 


And Other Entertainment Features 


Baths for $3.50 
Phone Circle 7-8000 
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o s lanted Art Jell’s at Airport 

One of the finest plays of supp ; 

the year, subtle, yeautiful Gardens. Jack Taylor’s band has ; 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. gone into the Ambassador ballroom 
























| 





tic 


31 VARIETY Tirxa4ES SQUARE Tuesday, August 9, 1939 

= ————— ———$—— = = ge — ——- _— - = : —— re 

Marie Glory to Luxeuil. Halsey Raines’ pet dog died. 

Monty Banks staying on. st Mensur en ~ ig operated upon 

Neil Martin around again. Z x é xg spital. = . 

Lora Hays has to go home. Fo anne ag Mirror’ an er. 

Nadja giving more parties. |next to the Gymnase into a vaude, four language talker for Cines. Will Havana, roof niter on top of Hotel Jim Lundy may be t / 

Mrs. W. S. Locke to Vichy house. b a saga of steel. Royale at Antibes, has quit already. So y ay ‘ ransferred to 

iTS. e Be 4socke oO icny. . . 7 ea «(rhe r 1: “ > at a new spot by Loew s. 

Claire Luce to Le Touquet Chaliapin at Aix-les-Bains with Gordon Pollock trying to get the Erskine Gwynn tap-dancing a eet 

0 te Dolly has a new saat half the family Bruges Carillon to stay in his cam- | the Cage des Poules to a eee a AS oe eee an athle 

tosie y has é F ; é é : sed . >; - y <; |} club in Br wood, N. J. 

Avenue Dutch play no liked. Roger Davis looking over the era. Juan Les Pins getting to look 


George Seldes expected back. 

Harold Smith's arm in plaster. 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce around. 

Grace Moore down to Riviera. 

Jack Pear] having a swell time. 

Marcelle Chantal to Arcachon. 

Mrs. John Weld living in Passy. 

Mona Goya back from Riviera. 

Douglas MacLean and wife here. 

Randy Bartlett supervising films. 

Gil Wales dropping his magazine 

American club outing in Meudon. 

Mildred Syres over from London, 

Claire Luce off to Juan-les-Pins. 

Jimmie Cagney expected in the 
fall. 

That Raquel Meller film still pend- 
ing. 

Fannie 
tan. 

Gloria Swanson over for week- 
end. 

Ben Smiths entertaining at their 
mill. 

Cami‘le F. Wyn looking for thea- 
tres. 

Most night clubs closing for sum- 
mer. 

Gwen le Gallienne south for sum- 
mer. 

Sam Putnam at Toulon for long 
rest. 

Joe Teichner prefers Hungarian 
food. 

Trying a new pansy joint on left 
bank. 

Ellen Southbrook going home to 
work. 

Ed. Massey of Boston around left 
bank. 
. Chaplin kids back without pub- 
licity. 

Marcelle Chantal in Brussels for 


3rice with a new coat of 


galas. 

Glenway Westcott back from Ger- 
many. 

Arthur Pollock absorbing’ the 
locale. 


Raquel Meller off to Spain for a 
tetker. 

7vene Wells coming back for new 
season. 

Florence Walton OK -after motor 
smash. p 

Pau.:ine Garon off to north coast 
resorts. 

Jacques D’Arcy down to Nor- 
mandy. 

Roger Dann getting tanned on the 
Riviera. 

Lucille Watson on drama com- 
mittees. 

Chevalier off right away for the 
Riviera. 

Kurt Lewald off to Berlin and 
London. 

Constance Carpenter off to the 
sunland. 

Kathleen Key has a brand new 
makeup. 

Louis Gaznier posing for ‘Topaze’ 
pictures. 

Russ Gowdey off on tour with Ray 
Ventura. 

Florence Walton doing a film at 


Cabourg. 

Gladys Cooper with new beach 
pajamas. 

J. H. Piperno trying his hand at 
directing. 

Edith Ryan hasn’t come up to 
Paris yet. 

Gladys Cooper going back for her 
new play. 

Helen Wills Moody has taken 
apartment. 

Mrs. John Handley, Jr., going to 
act again. 

George Jean Nathan was a hasty 
departure. 


Etta Lee sailing home after two 
years here. 

Cecil Beaton still raving about 
Hollywood. 

A big change in personnel at the 
Silver Ring. 
Marshall 
broken ribs. 
Jeanne Helbling from the Riviera 

to Deauville. 
Laurel and Hardy 
mont here. 
Film pubdlicity men forming an 
association. 
Charlotte Greenwood going over 
to England. 
Gertrude Lawrence getting all her 
clothes here. 
Ruth Chatterton in the country 
with triends. 
yeorge Broadhursts going out at 
Monte Carlo. 
Pru Whitfield back and to Ameri- 
can hospital. 
All of Universal at sitent Atlan- 
tide opening. 
Charley Gordon back from week- 
end in Vichy. 
Ruth Chatterton getting a few 
smart clothes. 
LeSieur off to play southern wa- 
tering places. 
Joseph Teichner bringing news of 
Tommy Dowd. 
The Harry Lachmans watching 
street dancing. 
Beatrice Lillie has new songs from 
Mediterranean. 
Blake Scott back from Mallorca 
and Salzburg. 
Mare Klaw likes most of the galas 
on the Riviera. 
Edie Martyn taking 
bank seriously. 
More talk of Dufrenne and Varna 
turning Marsuery’s old restaurant 


Hall out after four 


to spend a 


up the left 








Riviera yachts. 

Romney Brent over from England 
for several days. 

Zaidee Jackson going Russian at 
the Sheherezade. 

John van Druten supposed to be 
coming for rest. 


John Burton 
months in India. 

Sol Hurok ready 
108 acts for U. 8S. 

Cliff Fisher returning to his desk 
after long illness. 

Chas. K. Gordon motoring Irene 
Bordoni to Vichy. 

Andre Randall went off without 
any press notices. 

Blake Scott in Salzburg, 
back next month. 

Jean de Limur to Spain to pros- 
pect for locations. 

Marcelle Franken at 
with picture men. 

Beauty winner Kant of Long Is- 
land off to Ostend. 

Louis Cole having his head done 
by noted sculptor. 

Clay Bassett off to Vichy to rest 
from wisecracking. 

Dave Souhami combining busi- 
ness with vacation. 
Lot of fadeouts after mysterious 
Gordon-Ellis death. 
Hope Hampton and Jules Brula- 
tour to the Riviera. 
Hendrik van Loon to live per- 
manently in States. 
Charlotte Greenwood never did 
find that quiet spot. 
First Mrs. Vladimir de Pachman 
staging a comeback, 
Christine Diemer 
Paris frcm Shanghai. 
Joe Bamburgers over from Lon- 
don to Juan-les-Pins. 
Nadja toeing the vacation line, 
after a hectic season. 
Garet Graham hosting it to tour- 
ists in Montparnasse, 
Joe Zelli does not arrive at his 
club before midnight. 
Pearl White in racing papers pho- 
toed with her trainer. 
Emil Boreo becoming the best 
standby of the Scribe. 
Bodyguards introduced 
by Sterling Reynolds. 
Grace Edwards doing a summer 
tour of English vaude. 
Rowland Lee _ over 
from production raws. 
The Kellys entertaining at the 
Chateau of Merreville. 
Jean Weber learning new roles at 
the Comedie Francaise. 
Polaire talking pictures aboard a 
houseboat on the Seine. 
Eddie Bouchard at the Armenon- 
ville Gardens in Cannes. 
Reduced crew at American ex- 
press feeling the strain. 

Georg Kreuzberg having his sum- 
mer classes at Salzburg. 

Georgia Graves dancing at Am- 
bassadeurs in Deauville. 

Chaliapin singing a few dates be- 
fore starting his picture. 

Titayna publicizing how travelogs 
are faked in Hollywood. 
Erskinne Gwynne throwing a gar- 
den party on the Riviera. 
Peppy d’Albrew giving wedding 
parties at Juan-les-Pins. 
Jack Kirkland says Paris gets 
him, so he’s going home. 
Friends of Laura Hays regret- 
ting her return to America. 


around after 14 


to sign nearly 


coming 


Fouquet’s 


remembering 


in Paris 


recovering 


Gamby § still moaning at the 
George V about the agents. 
The Ely Culbertsons to show 


Biarritz what bridge means. 
Cafe de Paris closed, although 
supposedly only for summer. 
Harry Pilcer off to the Riviera 
for some night c!ub business. 
Irene Bordoni telling how cheaply 
you can buy clothes in U. S. 
Barney Glick talking of going 
home after eight years here. 
George Jean Nathan back with 
percentages on German beer. 
Gertrude Lawrence flew back 
south after Selfridge charity. 
Hope Hampton is going to sing at 
Vichy and here, maybe, later. 
Gordon Pollock picking a tulip or 
two from houseboat in Holland. 
Mary Heaton postcarding from 
N. Y. she will soon come back. 
Clay Bassett doing the Rhine and 
showing the Loreleis to tourists. 
George Arliss taking a final look 
around before returning to U. S. 
American undertakers do _ not 
notice the depression at all here. 
Paule Launay in a motor accident 
following two attempts at suicide. 
Someone bought a rug at the Cafe 
de la Paix and six guides fainted. 
Vera Lebedeff says there is not 
enough Second avenue around here. 
Bea Lillie thinks more of the 
Riviera than she does of California. 
Lora Hays beating out to coun- 
try after shows of English Players. 
George K. Arthur stopping in 
England to make film arrangements 
Francoise Rosay giving a house- 
boat cocktail party before sailing. 
Saul C. Colin to write Lucien 
Muratore’s operatic reminiscences. 
Georgie Graves’ scoring with 
Beaudelairian dances in Deauville. 
Pirandello’s long absence from 
Paris explained by his making a 





More talk of American film cor- 


porations to produce here in the 
fall. 
Margaret Severn lost her star 


dance pupil when Mrs. Ellis Whelan 


London 


Anna Ludmilla around again. 


Lime Trio off to Holland for a 
month, 


Eddie Fields breaking in new act 
with band. 


Russell Johns no longer with the 
Four Admirals. 

Anne Croft and Robert Naylor 
new vaude combination. 

Ivan Bankoff and Beth Cannon 
back from South Africa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Miller cruis- 
ing in the Mediterranean. 

Frank Tilley of RKO vacationing 
at that lighthouse again. 
Michel Czernow around lining up 
acts for the Empire, Paris. 
Billy Merson latest addition to 
‘Fanfare’ revival at Alhambra. 
Claude Allister back to vaudeville, 
doing sketch at Victoria Palace. 
London's 11,000 taxi drivers 
claiming leanest season on record. 
Paul Kafka (Kafka, Stanley and 
Mae) in hospital with cyst on lip. 
Gladys Cooper sunning herself at 
Cannes before rehearsing new play. 
Maskelyne’s theatre of magic low- 
ering prices to picture house level. 
Piccadilly hotel’s new swimming 
pool on roof opened in pouring rain. 
Robert Chisholm has _ contract 
with B.B.C. for regular broadcasts. 
Aldershot Military Tattoo last 
month broke all attendance records. 








Joan Crawford telling ’em all 
about Hollywood in the ‘Evening 
News.’ 

At the Cafe Anglais Dora 
Maughan is billed as ‘with her 
proteges.’ 

Mrs. Edgar Wallace giving up 


Wyndham’s Theatre lease to Bron- 
son Albrey. 
Ivor Novello replacing Sebastian 
Shaw in his own play, ‘Party,’ at 
the Strand. 
Fred Buick at the London Pa- 
vilion as efficiency expert, out after 
four weeks. 

Tex McLeod to marry his partner, 
Marjorie Tiller, niece of the late 
John Tiller. 

Henry Sherek now credited with 
producing cabaret end of London 
Pavilion show. 

‘Glorious’ Goodwood, the garden 
party race meeting, washed out by 
thunderstorms. 

Douglas Byng having his tonsils 
removed in readiness for London 
Pavilion opening. 

Embassy Club looking for new 
band, having terminated with Jack 
Harris and Orlando. 

Bernard Shaw celebrating his 
76th birthday at Malvern, waiting 
for ‘Too True to Be Good.’ 

Glut of dancing acts in London, 
with some agents told not to sub- 
mit any for three months. 

Graham Payn, boy soprano and 

Phoenix discovery, goes into the 
Cochran-Coward new revue. 
Henry Regal opened quietly out 
of town and lined up nine weeks, 
which nowadays is like three tours. 
Stage and film folk have their 
own aero club now. Headquarters 
near Elstree. Hugh Wakefield chair- 
man. 

Princes restaurant, newly deco- 
rated under name Golden Brasserie, 
starting non-stop cabaret show in 
August. 

Martinus Poulson not so particu- 
lar about evening dress for the Cafe 
Anglais; it is any dress now, as 
long as you come in. 

Cameo, small capacity picture 
house in Charing Cross, went news 
reel and lasted three days; now 
back to general release. 

Ciro’s Club closed for month of 
August, with Boite A Matelot (Sail- 
ors’ Dive) idea a flop, and will re- 
vert to old type of club.’ 





Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





Ingram starts ‘soon.’ 

Coolest summer ever. 

Kay Boyle gondoliering. 

Czechs shooting one in Nice. 

Syd Chaplin back from Orient. 

Georgie Antheil piano-hunting. 

Rosie Dolly looking tres heurese. 

P. G. Wodehouse at all the galas. 

Mrs. Morris Markey counting the 
days in Venice. 

Harry Pilcer now m. c. at Mis- 
tinguett’s nite club. 

Nice has six new plagues, but the 
same mucky water. 

Gregor and his Gregorians pen- 
ecilled into the Nicean Lido. 

Nite clubs opening so fast cau- 





tious backers specify folding chairs. 





more like Coney Island every day. 
Now has a Luna Park. 

Fairbanks Juniors will grant any 
interviews that quote them as be- 
ing still terribly in tove. 

Phyllis Perlman, having teft her 
Theron Bamberger for a quick holi- 
day, included Villa Variety. 

Talker of Sacha Guitry’s ‘comedy,’ 


in which a white couple have a 
black baby, held over a _ second 
week. 


Josephine Baker’s 180,000 franc 
car can’t get a buyer for 28,000, 
though one Oxford fan offered a 
grand. 

Bad Reichenhall did John Emer- 
son so much good last year it 
gzypped Anita Loos out of this year’s 
vacaticn. 

Mistinquette slaps her partner's 
face nightly when he rumbas too 
torchily and the well-heeled swill- 
ers think it’s swell. 

Desp‘te Ingram, Swanson and no 
end of other flops at picture-making 
in Nice, reports are flying that 
Chaplin is flirting again with the 
idea. 

Dubbed version of ‘Blue Danube,’ 
alias ‘Rhapsody,’ original of which 
got the bird in London despite Shil- 
kraut, Helm and Rode, played ca- 


pacity * Nice. 
Loop 


Lou Greenspan, Ann, 
baby left for Los Angeles. 

Leonidoff made Block and Sully 
cut out their pet Hoover gag. 

C. A. Leonard, vacationing from 
San Francisco, socialized with for- 
mer B&K pals. 

Alice Elson buzzing around on 
biz trip. Billy’s brand new car 
stolen in Minneapolis. 

Henry Shapiro deposited his 
missus in Niagara Falls, drove in 
to settle his sister’s estate and 
drove back to N. Y. 

Theatrical Mutual Association 
will hola its annual ball at the Ara- 
gon Oct. 17. A. E. Byrne is han- 
dling arrangements. It’s the 15th 
annual ditto. 

Three treasurers, Ben Lewis, 
Manny Kerwein and Eddie Gilbert, 
turned over twice in their car en 
route to race track. Lewis and Ker- 
wein were treated for cuts and 
bruises. 

Virginia Popovoch-Walli_ called 
up Lloyd Lewis to say he was a 
nasty old thing to satirize her. act- 
ing at the State-Congress. Virgie 
was a bust in burlesque after get- 
ting there by shooting a ball-player. 


PHILLY 


(Continued from page 10) 


siderably above the average for 
first week showings. 

The Boyd figures for an improve- 
ment after the very weak trade of 
its opening attraction, ‘What Price 
Hollywood.’ ‘Red Headed Woman’ 
is the picture, and it should get 
around $16,000. ‘Scarface’ rates 
about $11,000 in its second week at 
the Stanton, and ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ ought to get $15,000 in its 
initial six days at the Stanley. 

The Earle, with Bette Davis and 
Warren William in stage show, and 
‘The Purchase Price’ on the screen, 
is off well although trailing the fig- 
ures set the week before last when 
Loretta Young and George Brent 
were headliners. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘First Year’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Should be 
good between $17,000 and $18,000 
on its holdover. Last week, with 
Betty Compson in person, very big 
with $23,500. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (RKO). Frank 
3uck picture received mixed no- 
tices but $15,000 pace is oke. Last 
week, ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) weak 
$9,000 in five days. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—‘Scar- 
face’ (UA). Around $11,000 for sec- 
end week after good $15,000 with 
two extra midnight showings help- 
ing. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75)—‘Red 
Headed Woman’ (M-G). Should be 
stronger than house's first picture. 
Likely $16,000. Last week ‘What 
Price Hollywood’ (RKO) not so 
forte with $13,000. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66)—‘Purchase 
Price’ (WB) and vaudeville. War- 
ren William and Bette Davis mak- 
ing personal appearances helping a 
lot, maybe $19,000. Last week ‘Man 
Called Back’ (Tiff) and vaude with 
Jeck Mulhail featured, about $16,600. 

Karliton (1,000; 30-40-55)—‘What 
Price Hollywood’ (RKO). Moved 
here from Boyd; $4,000. Last week, 
‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) off, with 
$3,200. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-50)—‘As You 
Desire Me’ (M-G). Good at this 
second downtown showing; likely 
$2,700. Last week ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) first showing got about $2,500. 








and the 





Arthur Levy now press agent for 
Peggy Fears’ productions, 

Al Jones, Morris Green’s partner 
to Arizona, Pulmonary trouble. 4 

Lou Goldberg's car, missing a few 
days, was recovered by the cops, 

Martin Beck matching H. B 
Franklin for a five spot and win- 
ning. 

Mort Blumenstock finds Long 
Beach plenty to his and the missus’ 
liking. 

Gambling lid seems off again but 
discretion is very much in order at 
Saratoga. 

The old Ziegfeld number will be 
that of the general offices at the 
Casino. It’s Circle 7-8200. 

Sign in window of eatery at 59th 
and Broadway says breakfast served 
until four p. m. Page Texas Guinan. 

John Balaban took a day off last 
Friday to visit with his brother, 
A. J., sailing that night for Switzer- 
land. 

Harry Friedman, ex-Hollywood 
‘Variety’ mugg, seeing the N. Y, 
sights for a week, motoring in from 
Calif. 

Sign in windows of a abandoned 
Brill brothers store: ‘Now in re- 
hearsal, readying for a return en- 
gagement.’ 

Paul Whiteman whetting the old 
appetite, taking over two whole 
broiled chickens for supper one 
night last week. 

Peter Randall replaced Donald 
Stewart as m. c. on the Park Cen- 
tral roof, latter going into ‘Bally- 
hoo,’ now in production. 

Paul Gulick, of U, is walking 
around with a cane. Result of a 
torn leg muscle when he missed a 
fly during a ball game. 


Hollywood 


John Held, Jr., in town. 

Sam Kress back on the boulevard 
with a new restaurant. 

Kee Luke, Fox-West Coast artist, 
turned actor at a local little theatre, 

Bing Crosby attending a beauty 
parlor to get the ears plastered back. 

William Anthony McGuire's back 
at UA to direct dialog on that pic- 
ture. 

Mrs. William Riter (Ramey) east 
for visits in New York and Saranac 
Lake. 

Charles Chaplin only one in Hol- 
lywocd wearing cloth topped button 
shoes. 

Karyl Norman, here for the sum- 
mer, has taken a Santa Monica 
home. 

Charlie Skouras enjoys the 
Grauman pranks and gags. 
fallén for a few. 

Georgie Harris denies a _ report 
that he’s in London. Says he hopes 
to go there in. August. 

Sam Mintz is doing his local tour- 
ing, fram studio to studio, in a rent- 
ed hack with a driver. 

Son of Arthur Klein came from 
East to visit his dad, who had a 
new car waiting for h:m. 

Fox-West Coast home office plas- 
tered with more posters and cards 
than any theatre lobby. All to pep 
up the spirit of the staff. 

Sidney Franklin, Brooklyn’s bull 
battler, sitting in on Eddie Cantor's 
‘Kid from Spain’ just for laughs. 
Here for Olympic games. 

Looking over the Olympics and 
covering studios, ‘Ace,’ dramatic 
and picture cditor of Kansas City 
‘Journal,’ in town with his wife. 

Jack Brehany loafing here for 
couple of weeks during layoff of 
F. & M.’s ‘Town and Country’ unit, 
which resumes in San Francisco 
Aug. 12. 

Dick Moak, fan mag.  scribbler, 
back from the east minus his car, 
wrecked in Tucson, Ariz. Escaped 
with four head stitches and other 
bruises. 

Changing their minds daily, it 
looks as if Bert Kalmar will hit out 
for New York while Harry Ruby is 
brushing up on his Esquimaux for 
an Alaska jaunt. 

Former Mayor John F. Fitzgerald 
of Boston came to the Olympic 
Games as the representative of the 
Governor of Massachusetts, with 
the committee here notifie@ by the 
latter. However, committee must 
have lost notification in some way 
as Fitzgerald was given no creden- 
tials or seats for the various events, 
and for the first five days paid his 
way into the stadium. Then Jack 
Connolly of Pathe News got on the 
job, and there were apologies and 
credentials for the Bay State dele- 
gate. 








Sid 
Has 





MRS. ROSENSTIRN INJURED 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Mrs. Leona Rosenstirn, sister of 
‘Bronco Billy’ Anderson and owner 
of Casino theatre property, is in 4 
local hospital with a fractured skull 
suffered when she was thrown from 





a horse. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 


In spite of the failure of Frank 
Spellman to materialize his auto 
circus, the Richards show was mo- 
torized by Alf. T. Ringling. Outfit 
was started for his son, Richard T., 
at a cost of $130,000. First of the 
motored shows. 





Roadhouse had a new couvert gag. 
Put radishes, scalions, and olives on 
the table as from their own garden. 
Then soaked patrons 50 cents. 
Someone wanted to see the olives 


growing. 





Chicago worried over a shortage 
of competent stagehands, due to en- 
listment and the draft. 





Clara Kimball Young made a new 
contract with the CKY Co. to pro- 
duce eight pictures for $85,000 each. 
Her salary was what was left after 
production costs were paid. 


Vaudeville acts warned that a 
penciled entry on the booking sheets 
did not constitute a contract. Had 
to be written in ink to be regular. 





Trouble over music in Chicago. 
Managers claimed the musicians 


had tried to put something over. 
Also objected to the minimum num- 
ber of men stipulation. 





War Department was making a 
drive for singers to teach soldiers 
community singing. Publishers 
asked to help find them. 





Burlesque chorus girls so scarce 
that. one show was offering to toss 
in sleeper accommodation for 
overnight jumps. 





Meetings were called by the man- 
agers to ratify the Equity contract. 





Southeast was getting vaudeville 
minded and clamoring for shows. 
Loew nyeet« many of the towns. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clippe>’) 
Billy Emerson arranged for a sec- 
ond year of his permanent minstrel 
show in San Francisco. 





Barry and Fay, who had been a 
cleanup in ‘Muldoons’ Picnic,’ got 
out a second edition, ‘The Aristoc- 
racy at Muldoon’s Picnic.’ Barry 
was the father of the late Lydia 
Barry. 

St. Louis presented an odd situa- 
tion. Circus licenses were $100 a 
day but only $75 for a month. In 
passing the higher fee the council 
omitted to annul the previous figure. 
Circuses were permitted to take out 
the 30-day reader under a decision 
they did not have to remain the full 
month, 

‘Clipper’ assured an inquirer it 
was impossible to do a double som- 
ersault from the floor to the floor 
unless aided by a springboard or 
Starting from a height. Feat has 
since been done by one or two men, 
one being Maurice Colleano, who is 
still doing it. 





Probably inspired by the ‘Tom’ 
shows with two ‘Topsy’s,’ the San 
Francisco Minstrels announced a 
‘double’ vocal quintet. Couldn't fig- 
ure a name for 10 singers. 


Prof. Worth, museum man, bitten 
by a rattlesnake and taken to the 
hospital, in a coma induced by the 
whiskey he took to counteract the 
bite. Had his thumb amputated. 


Souvenirs were given at McVick- 
rs’, Chicago, Aug. 15, marking 10th 
anniversary of the reopening of the 
house following the big fire. 


Managers were advertising for 
actors, and a theatrical agent had to 
£0 to the country to rest from over- 
work, 


Pooling is not so new. New Or- 
leans managers had a pooling ar- 
rangement the summer of 1882. And 
& fight over the split, too. 





- . | 
Inside Stuff—Pictures | 
al 

Charles Pettijohn, Hays’ chief counsel, who travels much and makes 
political predictions he claims are better than ‘Variety's’ football selec- 
tions, is out with a specific prognostication for Gov. Roosevelt. 

While Will Hays is rooting for Hoover, Pettijohn releases his own 
‘dope sheet’ which shows that Roosevelt will win approximately 395 
electoral votes though only 266 are necessary. Priding himself on his 
accuracy, Pettijohn states that not one of his prognostications in the 
past have been inaccurate. He points to his estimate that Cermak 
would carry the Chicago mayoralty over Thompson by 190,000 and that 
he was off only 2,000 votes. The Hays lawyer says that he has won so 
many bets on elections that his wardrobe has cost him nothing for five 
years. 

Pettijohn figures that Roosevelt will carry 18 states, that he has an 
even chance in 12 and that in the remainder, which includes New York, 
he should realize 216 votes. But Charlie bet on Notre Dame against 
U. S. C. last fall, too. 


7 


News weeklies covering the Olympic Games are burned at the rules 
of the Olympic committee. Latter decreed that only two men cowd be 
on the field to work with the sound cameras. This allowed only for 
technical and camera men, with result that the sport editors, or contact 


men, who wanted to instruct as to what to shoot, and how, found it 
tough to get what they wanted. As several of the services are sup- 
plying special reels for various countries, rule has been unusually 


annoying to them. 

Those news reels and studios which attempted to grab stuff from 
the empty seats adjacent to the press row, found themselves stopped 
with equipment ordered out of the stadium. Only eight passes were 
allowed each newsreel service, with latter having to buy from 10 to 
12 tickets daily for balance of their personnel to work. 


Financial situation as regard Fox West Coast is being cleared by the 
Skouras Brothers. Operators bumped into a heap of commitments 
amounting to an estimated $6,000,000 when first taking hold of the circuit. 
A substantial part of this amount has been matured with plans having 
been arranged through Fox whereby Chase may take care of additional 
commitments as falling due. 

To date the Skourases have not called for any aid in operation. Their 
administration of Fox West Coast is known to have the full endorsement 
of the Fox people. 

There is still something over .$1,000,000 of the old commitments 
hanging with the circuit preparing to care for this when coming due by 
various savings. 


Depression has brought into the market a new amateur size film 
gauged to the size of the new pocketbooks, but also designed to offer an 
extra compact instrument for tourists and others who want a motion 
camera to slip into the side pocket. 

Camera takes the regular 16mm film, but in a 25-foot length, and makes 
pictures only 8mm wide. Film is run down and then shifted and run 
down a second time. In the factory the developed film is slit and joined, 
giving a 50-foot length with as many exposures as are on the normal 
100-foot length. Film requires a special projector, which comes in two 
forms, a cheap instrument, slightly less than $25, and a more costly 
one for those who use the smaller size for other reasons than economy. 

New device adds the 8mm to the already existing 11 and 16mm sizes. 


Activities of a supervisor for an indie production company got under 
the skin of the star, director and technical help on the company’s latest 
production. Femme told the supervisor what he could do with his pic- 
ture. After pacifying her, supervisor started to ride the director. Latter 
walked, as did the grips, electricians and cameraman. Matter was set- 
tled when the producer agreed to keep the supervisor off the set. 

This is the second time the supervisor had tied up production. Former 
trouble with cast and director had the picture ending up $2,000 over the 
budget. Latest flareup stalled the film for two hours, and 120 minutes 
to the indies is important. 





Back of Mary Pickford’s intention to revive ‘Secrets’ is a desire to 
salvage some of the $300,000 already in the picture. As a step toward 
fulfillment of this aspiration, the star is having Frances Marion double 
in brass on a new treatment of the play while preparing an original 
which Miss Pickford hopes to make. 

Purchase of the talker rights from Joe Schenck and production pre- 
liminaries are represented in the $300,000 nut which had mounted when 
it was decided to shelve ‘Secrets’ a year ago. Should the Frances Ma- 
rion original not develop at an early date, it looks like ‘Secrets’ as a 
September start for Miss Pickford with Frank Borzage megaphoning. 





In the matter of a possible Paramount-Ufa-Gaumont deal American 


film folk are inclined to wonder where Fox comes in on the deal, this 
company owning 49% stock in Gaumont British. According to British 
law, however, stockholders have very little to say with company 
management. 


Directors of a corporation can vote any procedure they wish without 
consulting their stockholders, no matter how important. G-B, there- 
fore, should it so desire, could make any deal it wishes with any out- 
side company and without bothering about Fox’s angle or attitude. 

Paramount’s successful efforts in getting ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ past 
the Hays’ office and censor boards, may result in a flock of titles using 
the pop equivalent of the place Dante made famous. Radio has just 
changed the title of ‘Liberty Road,’ Richard Dix picture, to ‘Hell's High- | 
way,’ while Fox will have one called ‘Passport to Hell.’ Par, meanwhile, 
follows up ‘Merrily’ with ‘Guilty as Hell.’ 

On ‘Merrily,’ Par’s most embarrassing trouble, perhaps, was the L. A. 
‘Times’’ refusal to use ads on the picture due to the title. That has 
since been overcome, from accounts. 





Just how interested German companies are in having anti-dubbing 
laws passed throughout the world is revealed by a booklet put out in 
Paris by Alliance Cinematographique Europeenne, the French branch 
of Ufa. 

Booklet was sent out to every one in show business in France and 
is titled ‘Dubbing Forbidden.’ Goes into great detail to show the dangers 
of dubbing, its inconveniences and how the system is generally detri- 
mental to film business. It doesn’t mention that Ufa was one of the 
first companies to use dubbing for foreign markets. 


New York operators local, No. 306,and its ad campaign in the dailies 
marks the first time a court decision has been reproduced as part of an 
ad. Decision used, which passed rigid censor rulings by New York news- 
papers, was of the recent New York Court of Appeals, giving rival 
operator unions the right to picket houses where the opposing men are 
employed. 

Curreht campaign is the second budgeted for 306 and is for a period 
of seven weeks. First was for three weeks. 





Tacoma Chamber of Commerce, and other civic clubs, are busy trying 
to induce RKO to continue operation of its theatre there. Located on 
one of the main intersections, dark and gloomy with curtains drawn, it 
is not helping Tacoma in the eyes of visiting tourists and the CC knows 
it. The circuit remains silent on the matter. 


‘religious 


$12,009. 


VARIETY 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


A surprising aftermath of the recent death of Dan C. Curry, general 
manager for Flo Ziegfeld, developed the fact that he was married and 
had two children, but that Helen Magee, the supposed Mrs. Curry was 
his common-law wife. 

Mrs. Ethel Curry, the wife whom he would 
reasons, applied to the surrogate for 
administrator, although not mentioned in the will, 
Magee (professionally Helen Francis), for that assignment. The wife 
declared that Miss Magee renounced the appointment, She is men- 
tioned as ‘my dear friend’ in the will, which bequeathed her all his 
personal and household effects. 

No disposition of the residue Is made, the egtate being estimated at 
The Curry children, Mary Elizabeth and Martha, are not 
either. 








not divorce because of 
the appointment of 
which named Helen 


mentioned in the will, 





which closed Saturday (6) after one timid 
New York, had an unusual 
The entire proceeds were 


‘The Devil's Little Game,’ 
week at the Provincetown Playhouse, 
arrangement between the cast and manager. 
divided equally among the players. 

Play was written by Joseph Jay Ingerid and presented by Alexander 
Burke. Rent, lights and the wages of the house for the week were paid 
in advance by the author. Idea was that if the show clicked a Broadway 
booking would be sought and the players placed under regulation con- 
tracts. Usually players in Village shows are given about $25 weekly, 
pending the possibility of moving uptown. 

Last season only two shows moved uptown from the Village and both 
flopped. They were ‘Precedent’ and ‘Merry Go Round.’ 


Bill Brady is having his troubles inducing a member of his family to 
join the cast of ‘Domino.’ First he wanted his daughter, Alice, to head 
it. Miss Brady didn’t think there was enough to the part. Then he 
persuaded Katherine Alexander, his daughter-in-law, to accept it. Miss 
Alexander rehearsed a few days, but wanted some lines added. Marcel 
Achard, author, refused. Miss Alexander left the cast and Jessie Landis 
replaced. 

Two days later announcement went out to the dailies that Miss Landis 
was out and Miss Alexander back in. Two days after that another an- 
nouncement that the previous announcement was wrong and Miss Alex- 
ander was not back in and that Miss Landis holds the post. That’s the 
latest status. 


Bettina Hall is temporarily out of ‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ at the 
Cohan, going on vacation after appearing in the show for 10 months 
without missing a performance. Instead of leaving town right off, she 
sat out front and watched the understudy, Margaret Adams, play her 
part. After the performance Miss Hall went back stage and embraced 
Miss Adams. Then they cried and had a real good time. 

Other players are out of the original ‘Cat’ cast line-up but expected 
to go on tour with the show next month, at which time Miss Hall may 
rejoin the show. 


‘Page Pygmalion,’ rather a lone play, strayed onto Broadway at the 
Bijou last week. It was written by Carl Henkle, Brooklyn dentist, and 
produced with his backing. 

Program bills Alan Morrill as the presenter. Morrill is a non-profes- 
sional, engaged to marry Henkle’s daughter, and the expectant papa- 
in-law gave the show to the young man as a wedding present. 

‘Pygmalion’ was panned and stands little chance, Anyhow, Morrill 
won't have to worry about paying the royalties, 


Arthur Beckhard has grown cautious. He is the producer of ‘Another 
Language,’ Rose Franken play, which came in on the tail-end of last sea- 
son and scored an unexpected smash. 

With that off his mind Beckhard doesn’t believe in taking chances for 
his next production. He has four pieces optioned and is having them 
all tried out in summer playhouses, to make sure which, if any, he wants 
to do next. Pieces are ‘Street Fiddler,’ ‘Tiger Hour,’ ‘Peep Show’ and 
"Who Sups With a Devil.’ 





English translation of Edouard Bourdet’s comedy, ‘Just Out,’ recently 
given its first American presentation by the Berkshire Playhouse Co. at 
Stockbridge, Mass., is by Dorothy Cheston, who is Mrs. Arnold Bennett, 
widow of the famous British novelist. 

Play deals with the ways of the literati; 
possible ‘copy.’ 


who look upon everything as 


Shoestringers and legit manipulators have lost confidence in the effi- 
cacy of want ads to bring them cash. Business opportunity section of 
the Sunday papers, almost always containing a half dozen ads asking 
for production cash, has been 'way off recently. 

Only one such ad showed up last week, with that about average now, 


Albertina Rasch is supposed to stage Hinda Wassau’s dances for the 
new Billy Rose revue. 

Miss Wassau is the burlesque cooch dancer Rose signed in Minne- 
apolis, where she shifted from a burlesk house to the Publix Minnesota 
and clicked. 





now first run, to a 15 cent grind with FWC, taking over the RKO spot 
for first runs and Fanchon & Marco units for two or three days weekly. 


Warners will use outside product mostly for the New York Winter 
Garden until giving it up shortly after the first of the year, under plans. 
‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col) follows ‘Congorilla’ (Fox), opening Aug. 11. 
Tiffany's ‘Last Mile’ may come later. 

With 12 pictures to go to the Roxy, and the balance to the Strand, 
unlikely there will be more than one or two WB-FN’s for the Garden 
outside of a couple possible sluffs. Meanwhile, the WB Hollywood and 
Warner's remain dark on Broadway. 


animal picture, 
using the 


A portion of the recording in the Martin Johnson 
‘Congorilla,’ was done independently in New York by Atlas, 
Blue Seal sound system. The balance is Erpi recording. 

Indie recording by Atlas covers the off screen voice and the incidental 
music. The Johnsons used a Fox-Movietone News truck in filming the 
picture in Africa. 

Warner Bros. has in the mails the first of a special bulletin form that 
Joseph Bernhard, gen. theatre operator, will utilize as personal contact 
with Warner managers. 

Bulletin will be known as ‘Between Us.’ 
organ which Bernhard cut out last spring. 


It takes the place of the house 





Joseph Von Sternberg is already two and a half weeks behind schedule 
on ‘Blonde Venus,’ starring Marlene Dietrich, and may not finish for an- 
other two weeks. Production originally was to finish July 17. 

Understood Par is in sympathy with the extra time, being willing that 
the director put in an additional 30 days to insure a good job. 


In line with Ufa’s intensive publicity campaign, 





20 British film critics 
of the dailies and trade papers went to Berlin at Ufa’s invitation, They 
saw the latest Ufa pictures for the coming season. 

Fox will not use color in any feature during 1932-33, according to home 





Rumored but not confirmed is that FWC might change the Fox Rialto, 


office executives. 
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Only 3 New Shows in Next 3 Weeks; | ‘sitless New Haven! Wedge for Sunda 
ys , y Sa 
9 , New Haven, Aug. 8. ° ‘ 9 ‘ 
Wed. P S Best Show Day i202 nor en eo Seen in Scrap Book 
roves winmMer S OW ay legitless this coming season. Report 1 i Tap q \ 4 . 
~ is that the Shuberts have given up “a 
i their lease on the Shubert theatre, ¥ Prep 
; . ’ only local legit house. e 
Most of the promised August COHAN S$ MUSICAL : % x B oad R What may prove t 

Broadway premieres have not come Ral Story that Minsky will attempt to r way eview elie Pie hn ~~ Fotlhong a opens A 

to light. For the next three wecks| By and With Himself, Besides Two bring in burlesque seems improbable formances on Br nl a ae ing 

there are only three definite open- Plays as Producer in view of the strict regulations re- cununies Gs B wy way, is the “ 
ings, one each week. There are but et garding that type of entertainment PAGE PYGM ION om were ook which is play. t ww 
three or four new shows carded for 2 , | locally. Al : ing twice daily, 14 times per week deci 

Labor Day, earlier indications for a} George M. Cohan may do on: aia ek it ts. presented at the|2t the Ambassador. Chamberlain Jeng 

late season still holding good. with seuste by and with himent = Bijou, ‘New York, Aug. 3 by Alan Morrill: Brown, agent, is the producer P The 

Doubtful if there will be an ap-|the fall. He has two plays of his/ ¢ ‘ written by Carl Henkle; staged by Paul! oyity at first rul ‘ follc 
preciable number of productions in|own authorship ready to go,on, if Porter. Book’ 4 rst ruled that ‘Scrap Ster 
town before October. Broadway|he so decides, ‘Go East, Young Man’ Tony Walder ......-.---.+> Carleton Young ming S a revue and not a vaude. whi 
continues to offer seven attractions.|and ‘Confidential Service.’ Latter 9 9 9} John Coates ........ Robert Emmett Keane / ville show as billed, ordering th 

ide Ser Dally. Gray cccccccveesece June Clayworth t to h 8 pres 
List dropped to six for a single) was tried out on the road toward Percy Drury ...cceccesseeees Percy Helton |C48t to hand in two weeks notice Erla 
week but that looks to have been the end of last ecasce with Cohan Henry Sewell ...... Thomas Coffin Cooke}but when the actors demanded a 
the minimum, the lowest in 15 years. Elvira Sewell ..ccccress Aline MeDermott hearing, Equity reversed i con! 

‘Domino,’ which drew favorable heading the cast, but plans now to Mra. Brownell .....sscecee Claire Whitney ithd ° sed itself and M 
report out of town, is the premiere bring it in, if at all, with somebody Helen Brownell ..+e.seeseeees Doris Eaton Bs ong har quitting orders. te § 
for next week (none this week) andj else doing the acting. ; Se ie difference of opinion tem 
will be the first show of the new| If Cohan comes back as a stage First show in an arid summer |®™ong Equity officers about ‘Book.’ Sau 
season. There is a possibility of|actor during the coming season, it'll opened on a sweltering night, yet Only two members of the Council ow 
‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ also coming in,|pe in a musical, still untitled. He = 0 it is doubtful if ‘Page Pygmalion’ |saw the Brown show and the opin- ae 
but that will not be decided until Ml produce one or both of the would have impressed under better/ion of both was that it is a revue ah 
ee ae gy eng et cero other two plays with outside actors, weather conditions. but the Council on Friday morn. a. 
(Monday). Week of Aug. <4 may but nothing definite until he fin- The new play with its new pro-|ing changed its mind w 
Satan,’ a colored cast drama, at sd Parag wind San Francisco, Aug. 8. | gucer and new author had pre-|matter was reconsidered hen the com 
the Forrest. ‘Folies Bergere’ is due | ‘shes his current picture for Par Upon the success or failure of| premiere possibilities, but it proved} Early this week it ’ aga 
in Aug. 29, theatre not certain. | amount. ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ currently at the | too lightweight even at a time when| ouity tl - was stated at exer 
Week of Labor Day has the present : ; ante | broadway is in need of fresh stage quity that while both this show sum 
card of ‘Flying Colors,’ Shubert: Curran hinges Belasco & Curran’s| . tenance. Inconsequential as to|®"4 Max Rudnick’s forthcoming that 
‘The Man Whe Reclaimed His Head,’ bd activities for the ensuing season.| story, the chances to click depended | / les Bergere’ would proceed * wit 
Broadhurst, and a reopening of ICS 0 If show flops here B. & C. may fold|on comedy, the result being a few without interference, any additional Mit 
— at Law,’ at the Plym- up for several months, a move that! giggles. similar attractions would not be frie 

: would darken the whole coast, now Scene is within the studio of Ton permitted and that membe 

, : y rs would 

iar erteeme see ont ott Se . that Heney, Dully ia, comparatively| waider, & ‘young sculptor, in love Pe suapended if appearing 
this summer. The several remain- ar alin or sight ne Br. ses omits oes with his attractive model, Sally Too Late M 
ing successes have been drawing ‘Cat and Fiddle’ rege eee Gray, who posed for his ‘Goddess of It was explained that Equity took has 
capacity both performances on that olen 60 Maeht Gnd fret week etarted Love, which was the play’s original|up the cases of ‘Scrap Book’ and law 
day, even the big Casino with ‘Show ) * off neatly with around $18,000 in the title. The calculating mother of|'Folies Bergere’ too late for drastic Thi 
Boat’ going clean at the matinee. e its bid. Show has a heavy nut, how- Helen Brownell maneuvers him into | action. It, too, was found that whi 
Same applies to ‘Of Thee I Sing’ ever, with 23 men on stage crew and|*" ¢nsagement and then puts the | piayers in the latter show (now be one 
and ‘Another Language.’ Rain augmented orchestra in the pit. zing in on Sally's presence in the/ing rcadied) had run of th “ ters 
helped last week’s midweek per- ‘Cynara’ Gpens at Belasco & Cur- | Studio. yong 4 — a — been (Continued . . the: 
formances. ran’s other local house, Geary, to- | Ore rude in dismissing Sally. ontinued on page 39) 

‘Page Pygmalion,’ which braved Los Angeles, Aug. 8. night, with good advance pt re- His uncle, John Coates, then steps 9 
the heat at the Bijou last week, Night events at the Olympics, as| corded. in to straighten Tony, who hanpens ° neck 
appears to have little ohance and | anticipated, slugged the legits heav-| Last Friday night’s symphony| to be as unattractive as a lover as Out-of-Town Review rs 
may close this Saturday. ‘The/ily. Only three operating got fair|concert, drawing some 6,000, was|is his temperament. With the aid — 
Devil's Little Game,’ in the Village,| money, with ‘Reunion in Vienna’ at| felt by the Curran, and opening of| of Percy Drury, a mouthy play- — A 
stopped after a solitary week. the Belasco doing slightly better|dog races at South San Francisco| wright, Sally is slipped into the halt 

4 ‘ Estimates for Last Week than average at $10,000. and Belmont are further expected | apartment by a side door, replaces DOMINO den 
ot Another Language,’ Booth (16th; ‘Cynara’ didn’t do the hoped-for! to hurt. the statue and tells inside stuff ecu 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Upward again | increase, and ended its two-week about Mrs. Brownell and her! pj Atantic City, Aug. 2. may 
rn Week. anes TAlnes soppee $10,- | stay with $7,400 on the second week, R daughter. The bit which has the] acts perc wy Mag pg Rao pe bac! 

; should extend well into new/| equaling the opening stanza. ‘Inthe| Lo Pain - es 

season. Soet of Families,” at Mottywood ng nun Maylon Troupe (Continued on page 44) Marcel Achard by Grace George, 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (11th week) | Playhouse, got $3,200, fair for the} Reopening in Spokane and produces Sy Wiliam A. Brady, 
(C-1,043-$3.30). Co-operative cast /|type offering with an unknown cast had its American premiere at the Pe 
permits engagement to go along to/at $1.50 top. Spokane, Aug. 8. Future Pla S$ Apollo here. An audience, theatre- 
small grosses; average about $3,500.| Local producers now admit that a| 311 Maylon will reopen with the y: starved for almost a year, welcomed K 
_ ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (44th| known musical, preferably one im-| yr, ¥1on players here Aue. 21. Hous with open arms the comedy which 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Principals in | ported from New York, would have y : p r a . 8 us. — ouse occasionally bubbles over into farce P 
on percentage too; exctllent takings | been the best bet for the Olympic not selected. ‘Blessed Event’ tenta-| ‘The Master Melody,’ comedy by|t® Provide some of its better mo- duc 
both performances Wednesday |period. Several were offered to tively set for the opener, with/ Barton MacLane, for early produc- | ™ents- nent 
pushed pace over $10,000; week to|Coast producers where the guaran-| weekly change of program of 17/tion by Arthur Hopkins. Now cast- While the familiar characters of Ker 
week. tee was around $10,000 weekly for| performances. Two shows nightly | ing, ithe French stage—jealous husband, er 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (33rd | at least four weeks. Now admitted/and three matinees a week will be ‘B d the Night,’ lover and clever wife—are present, It . 
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Saul Baron May Be Supplanted as 


Result of Fixel-Erlanger Decision 


Aftermath of the decision favor- 
ing Charlotte M. Fixel-Erlanger in 
the A. L. Erlanger will contest, a 
decision that is record-breaking in 
jength, is awaited along Broadway. 
There are various possibilities to 
follow legal moves by Max D. 
Steuer, counsel for the widow, 
which may result in upsetting the 
present regime in charge of the 
Erlanger office activities and the 
control of the estate. 

Mrs. Fixel-Erlanger has the right 
to go into court and apply for a new 
temporary administrator to replace 
Saul J. Baron. Latter was personal 
counsel for the deceased and ex- 
ecutor of the will. During the con- 
test in Surrogate’s Court to estab- 
lish her right to sue as Erlanger’s 
common-law wife Baron testified 
against Miss Fixel, withdrawing as 
executor to qualify. It is pre- 
sumed that, regardless of the fact 
that Baron has since had differences 


‘with the deceased’s brother, Judge 


Mitchell L. Erlanger, he is not 
friendly to the widow. 
50% to Widow 


Mrs. Fixel-Erlanger as the widow 
has the right to sue under the new 
law for 50% of the residuary estate. 
This statute supercedes the law 
which gave the widow an automatic 
one-third, or dower right. Latter 
term is no longer used. here 
there are children, two-thirds go to 
them and one-third to the widow. 
New law really gives the widow the 
right to elect what portion of the 
estate she decides to sue for. 

As the potential claimant of one- 
half of the estate the widow may 
demand the right to install new ex- 
ecutives in the Erlanger office. That 
may bring John (Jack) J. Dillon 
back into the office. Dillon and 


(Continued on page 39) 





Peggy Fears Has New 


Kern-Hammerstein Script 


Peggy Fears has secured the pro- 
duction rights to one of the two 
musicals being completed by Jerome 
Kern and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d. 
It is the detached chorus production 
which has the tentative title of ‘Two 
Little Girls.’ 

Rehearsals are expected to start 
late this month. The late Flo Zieg- 
feld had an option on both the new 
Kern-Hammerstein shows. 


Hopkins’ Plans Mixed 


Arthur Hopkins is buying and 
dropping options on plays rapidly, 
with his coming season’s schedule 
pretty well mixed up. He owns at 
least two comedies ‘There Was I’ 
by Frank Morgan, Covett and Ed 
Roberts and ‘Master Melody’ by 
Barton McLane. ‘There Was I,’ 
previously ealled ‘High Noon’ will 
star Hope Williams. 

Hopkins has dropped ‘Love Life 
of a Tiffy’ by David Boehm, which 
was immediately picked up by Law- 
rence Weber. Also Hopkins let his 
fingers slip from ‘Only the Young,’ 
by Cecil Lewis, which was picked 
up by Fred Fisher and Robert 
Gross. Couple expect to produce 
this in the Sutton Playhouse, new 
miniature theatre in the Sutton 
place naborhood. 


Importing Cast 


Magowan & Reed will import 
most of the cast of ‘Autumn Cro- 
cus’ for showing in New York about 
November. 

Producers have held the rights to 
the play for about a year, waiting 
for Francis Lederer, head of the 
London production, to come over 
with it for the U. S. Intention now 
is to bring Fay Compton and others 
of the cast over at the same time. 








Merivale’s Daughter 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Rosamond, daughter of Philip 
Merivale, starring, replaces Miriam 
Jordan in cast of ‘Cynara,’ at the 
Biltmore. 

Latter is under a term contract 
to Fox. She plays femme lead in 
‘Six Hours to Live,’ and then goes 
into Cavalcade.’ 


Upstate Singer Home 
Oswego, N. Y., Aug. &. 

esther McCoy, local soprano, has 
returned to her heme here after a 
recital season in Germany. 

She returns abroszd in the fall to 
fulfill engagements in Berlin, Dres- 
den and Vienna, 
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Waiting "Em Out 





Lew Leslie is going to take 
a quickie to Europe next month 
and return later in the fall 
when, he feels, he'll get name 
actors at less inflated prices. 

Leslie believes that after the 
season starts he'll be in better 
position for talent-buying. 


‘WHITE HORSE INN’ ON 
AGAIN FOR HIPP, N. Y. 


Negotiations are on again to 
bring ‘White Horse Inn,’ Eric Char- 
rell’s European extravaganza. over 
to New York and for the Hippo- 
drome theatre. RKO is reporied 
willing to talk terms for a legit 
takeover of the house, despite 
that a year ago the preposition was 
turned down. 

Also included in the talk is the 
likelihood that ‘Cavalcade’ will go 
into the house as a follow up to 
‘Inn.’ ‘Cavalcade’ is the Noel 
Coward pageant as produced by C. 
B. Cochran. 

Idea in bringing the two pieces 
over would be to form a new com- 
pany, with Cochran to come over to 
handle the British end on both 
shows, with he and Sir Oswald Stoll 
getting together ir London on their 
end of the deal. 

Other talk in New York has men- 
tioned the Roxy as the American 
stop for both shows but that was 
prior to Fox-Skouras deciding to 
assume and reopen this house. 


2d Legacy in Year for 
Pierce, Jr., and Sister 


Denver, Aug. 8. 

For the second time in a year 
Norman Pierce, Jr., assistant stage 
manager at Elitch’s, and his sister, 
Gertrude, who is studying in a 
school of the theatre in Vermont, 
have received substantial legacies. 

First time it was $13,000 from the 
estate of an uncle in England, and 
the second time $20,000 from the 
estate of Henry Thompson, New 
York attorney. 

The money will be used in studies 
of the theatre. Norman is taking a 
special course in theatre production 
at Yale. 


Miss Rasch’s London Job 


Albertina Rasch is going to Lon- 
don next month for the new oper- 
etta by Robert Stoltz, Viennese 
composer of ‘Zwei Herzen,’ which 
Hassard Short will put on with 
Dennis King prominent in the cast. 
Louis Dreyfuss, the music publisher, 
is behind it. 

Short sailed a fortnight 
prepare the new-piece. 
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2d Ave. Extras 


Tommy Mitchell goes into the 
east of the untitled play by the 
Spewacks being prepared by Her- 
man Shumin. It’s Shumlin’s first 
production since ‘Grand Hotel’ and 
he’s going to stage it himself. 

Big cast will be required for the 
play, with a large number of ex- 
tras being recruited by Shumlin 
from the cafes of Second avenue. 





SLOW MOTION BUILDING 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 

Work on the war memorial opera 
house, creeping along at a record 
snail’s pace, is being further slowed 
by bickering between construction 
workers and members of stagehands 
union, 

Latter group walked off the job 
last week when dissension arose 
over construction of the stage. Steel 
workers are continuing the jobs 
sans professional advice. 

House is supposed to open Oct. 
15 with a season of opera already 
lined up under direction of Selby 


e 
Rosalie Stewart Has 
. * 
‘Just Out’ in Mind 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. &. 
Rosalie Stewart is the possible 
producer of Edouard Bourdet’s ‘Just 
Out’ this fall. Miss Stewart. at- 
tended the first American perform- 
ance of the French comedy here at 
the Berkshire Playhouse. 
Play has been on the point of 
New York production for the past 
two seasons, but contractual handi- 


|caps are said to have held it back 





Indications of 15% Cat 
By Unions as Compromise 


With N. Y. Legit Mgrs. 


With the Philadelphia stage hands 
agreeing to a straight 15% wage 
cut covering next season, indications 
are that a similar reduction will ap- 
ply to New York’s local and the 
Brooklyn union. The backstage 
committee met with the legit man- 
agers Friday (5) and adjourned to 
present the proposed new scale. 

To the managers’ demand for a 
33%% cut the stage hands countered 
with a proposal to lower wages as 
much as 138%. The managerial de- 
mand was dropped to 20%. An 
agreement is expected early this 
week. Same percentage of reduc- 
tion would apply to broken time. 
Working conditions, thorn in the 
managerial side for years, figure to 
be moderated also. 

Under the indicated scale, heads 
of departments in legit houses will 
receive $70 weekly, a cut of $12. 
This is the -ninimum wage, with 
some department heads getting over 
the scale, which is a matter of per- 
sonal agreement between manager 
and employee. That portion of the 
crew which works by the perform- 
ance will receive about $6 less 
weekly, the new minimum wage 
figured to be about $48 as against 
an average of $54 for the past two 
seasons. 

The managers have been unable to 
progress with a lowered scale with 
the musicians as yet. Reports that 
the musicians agreed to a cut be- 
cause facing as much unemploy- 
ment as last season, appear to have 
been premature. 


HARPO MARX GOING 
MOSCOW ART—CRATIS 


Hollywoed, Aug. 8. 

Arthur (Harpo) Marx left here 
last Friday (5) on his way to Rus- 
sia where he will appear in panto- 
mime with the Moscow Art Players. 
It’s a guest and gratis engagement, 
arranged for by Max Reinhardt, to 
extend over a period of four weeks. 

Pantomimic. comic flew east in 
Hal Roach’s plane with Sam Katz, 
of Paramount-Publix, also a pas- 
senger. 


Golden, With 3 on Tap, 
Can’t Decide on First 


John Golden can’t make up his 
mind between three plays for the 
coming season. Originally his in- 
tention was to start off with ‘Why 
Don’t You Go Back?’, a Russian 
yarn by Montague Glass and Dan 
Jarrett. Casting difficulties have 
shoved this into the background for 
the time, being. 

Golden also has rights to a new 
Rachel Crothers play, ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ and a new Vicki Baum piece, 
‘Life Goes On.’ Miss Crothers’ play 
is being tried out at the Cape Play- 
house, Denniss, Mass., this week, 
with the results to indicate whether 
it comes right in or gives way to the 
Baum piece. 


‘Chrysalis’ at Beck 

which attracted at- 
tention at Lawrence Langner’s 
Playhouse at Westport, Conn., is 
booked to open at the Beck, New 
York, Sept. 15. Show was presented 
by Theresa Helburn and Langner. 
Both are directors of the Theatre 
Guild, but the play is not on the 

















‘Chrysalis,’ 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Flying Colors’ 
don), National 

‘Passing Show’ 
Shubert. 

‘Exit the Queen’ 
Kaig), Empire. 

‘Folies Bergere’ 
nick), Liberty. 


HENRY DUFFY HELPING 
F & M STAGE ‘IRENE’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Henry Duffy, coast producer, col- 
laborated with Fanchon & Marco in 
staging tab version of ‘Irene,’ fea- 
turing Dale Winter (Mrs. Duffy) in 
her original stage role. Tab gets 
under way at Loew’s State here 
(12). 

Cast includes Bobby Watson, 
George Fox, George Bali, Dorothy 
LaMarr, Walter Regan, Betty Far- 
rington, Warren Wood, Sydney 
Reynolds, Eddie Featherstone and 
Anolyn Arden. 

Harry James is musical director 
and Louis Lissner manager. M. C. 
Coyne remains as manager of 
‘Stitch in Time’ unit, where he has 
been replacing Lissner, off a week 
because of his brother’s death. 

‘Sally’ will probably follow ‘Irene,’ 
with no cast set. Olive Olsen signed 


(Max Gor- 
(Shuberts), 
(Alex Mc- 


(Max Rud- 














for comedienne part in ‘Follow 
Thru,’ and Joe Penner goes into 
“Whoopee.” 





Leoks Like Stage Crew 
Out ‘Footlites’ Wages 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Little hope held by state labor 


Ziesfeld Made More Money with 
Musicals Than Any Other Producer 


In retrospect the career of thd 
late Florenz Ziegfeld, Jr., stands out 
more in relief than ever from @ 
financial angle. To the few in the 
actual know of the producer’s ven< 
tures, he made more money with 
musical shows than any other man-« 
ager. Yet he had to borrow money 
for his last trip west. He was 
among the millionaires clipped by 
Wall Street. 

When most of Ziegfeld's time was 
devoted to the ‘Follies,’ that revue 
netted a quarter of a million seaq 
son after season and there was @ 
new show every year. When he 
stepped up his production activity, 
which was concurrent with the timg 
that permitted $5.50 top for tickets, 
he entered the big money class. 
Two shows alone netted him 
$3,000,000—‘Show Boat’ and ‘Rio 
Rita.” That duo was part of a 
quintet of musicals running on 
Broadway and the road at the same 
time, the others being ‘Thre@ 
Musketeers,’ ‘Whoopee’ and ‘Rosa« 
lie Week after week the profits 
of this group were between $35,000 
and $40,000. His losing shows were 
infrequent and despite all reporta 
including his own claims of ex« 
travagant effects, he produced eco« 
nomically. 

Zieggy had the habit of carrying 
large sums of money in his pocket 
and it was usual for him to havé 
$15,000 and upward in banknotes 
held together by a rubber band. Hé 
also liked to keep the profit checks 
from his shows and it was weeks 
before they were deposited. When 
in Palm Beach his pocket bulged 
with big bills and that coin genera 
ally stayed in the resort, for h@ 
liked to frequent the famous Brada 
ley’s casino. j 

Wife and Daughter 

Last week his will was filed af 
White Plains. It was drawn up 
three years ago when the show~ 





commission for payment of un- 
secured wage claims totaling $4,500 
against Gerhold Davis’ ‘Footlites,’ 
musical, which folded after a week 
at the Mayan. Sum mainly due 
musicians and stagehands. 

Miss W. E. Stowell, chief backer 
of show, claimed to have had $75,- 
000 in securities before it went into 
rehearsals, but said the stocks had 
shrunk to $1,200 when it came time 
to pay off. 

Holders of tickets for the un- 
played matinee still have $250 com- 
ing. 





Lead Delays Show 


Harry Moses has had to postpone 
production of his J. B. Priestly 
play, ‘Dangerous Corner,’ until No- 
vember because he wants Colin 
Keith-Johnson for the male lead. 
Equity won't let Keith-Johnson play 
here before November hecause he 
appeared on Broadway last season 
in ‘Warrior's Husband,’ another 
Moses production. 

Meantime Priestly is writing a 
new first act for the piece, so that 
the production when opening here 
won't be like the current version at 
the Lyric, London. 


Hayward’s Own Agcy. 


Leland Hayward has split away 











from the American Play Co. and 
opened an agency of his own in 
New York. Settlement with Ameri- 


can Play allows Hayward to take 
over his own clients. 

Bill Cowan, former head of the 
Paramount Astoria studios, may 
join Hayward’s agency on the stage 
and personal booking end. 


KINGSLEY’S ‘CRISIS’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Sidney Kingsley, writer, under 
contract to Columbia (films) leaves 
this week for New York to confer 
with Sidney Phillips, who will pro- 
duce his play, “The Crisis.’ Kings- 

ley returns here in two weeks. 
‘The Crisis’ was also the title of 








Guild schedule. 





Oppenheimer, who will manage. 


AKRON CIVIC STAYS OPEN 
Akron, O., Aug. &. 

Plans are under way which ad 
keep stage shows at the Civic the- 





| 





atre, formerly the Grand, after the 
end of the summer season. Curley 
Burns’ musical stock is holding the 


The Burns show is in its third 





i 
boards of house currently. | 


week, with company of 30 people. 


| also 
| the Broadway presentation, 
| supplied the backing. 


be on the managerial end 


BENNY HOLZMAN EAST 
Hollywood, Aug. &. 
Ben Holzman, still troubled 
a tricky stomach, 
(5), for New York on _busi- 
man accompanied. 
Will stop over in Chicago. 


Understood that Martin Beck will 
for | 


having 


;fire at 
with 
left here Friday | 


a play produced in 1908 starring 
James K. Hackett. 


BOLT STRIKES THEATRE 


man was financially solid. His wifg 
Billie Burke, whose maiden name 
was Ethelbert Appleton, and their 
daughter, Patricia, are the sold 
legatees. The will requests, how«= 
ever, that his mother, who is past 
80, shall be provided for by Miss 
Burke, the mother to receive ng 
less than $500 monthly. 

Just how much the estate will nef 
is a question, it being estimated 
that the claims against it will reach 
$1,000,000. Louis S. Levy is thé 
sole executor and until he returng 
from Europe there will be no settle« 
ments. The attorney is said to bd 
quite familiar with show business 
and it is possible that some Ziega 
feld show activities may be cone 
tinued. That probably will not ina 
clude ‘Show Boat,’ it being undere 
stood that the revival has been 
taken over by A. C. Blumenthal, 


who aequired the management priog ~ 


to Ziegfeld’s death on the Coast. 
Zieggy had life insurance up to 
an*estimated $500,000. A policy jn 
one company alone was for 20d 
000. That money goes to his wife 
and daughter and cannot be 
touched by creditors. The estate 
at Hastings-on-the-Hudson is in the 
name of Miss Burke and similarly 
exempt from claims. 


Lubitsch Operetta On 


Ernst Lubitsch’s plan for an ope 
eretta production with Dimitri 
Tiomkin and Albertina Rasch asso- 
ciated is not off. ‘The Czarina,’ as 
a libretto idea, however, is cold. De« 
cided it’s too outmoded. 

A Parisian prima donna is being 
negotiated for although at one time 
Marie Jeritza, of opera, was men- 
tioned as a possibility. 


Actress Charges Cruelty 


Denver, Aug. 8. 

Heien Kcohankie Singer, actress, 
secured a preliminary divorce here 
from John Singer, New York thea- 
trical agent and actor. They had 
been married 12 years. 

Mental and physical cruelty was 
charged, 











Mrs. Curry—Administratrix 
New Haven, Aug. 8. 
Ethel Curry, this city, widow of 





Lunenberg, Mags., Aug. 8. | 
Damage of $2,800 .was caused | 
when a bolt of lightning caused a | 


the Whalom Park theatre, | 
summer stock outdoor house. 


Wardrobe valued at $2,500 was 


|; destroyed when the flames spread | 
ness for Eddie Cantor. Mrs. Hoijz- | through three dressing rooms. 


| 


ditorium and stage were not dam- 
aged, 


i 


Daniel C. Curry, appointed admin-« 
istratrix of her late husband's es« 
tate when Hazel Magee, secretary 
to Curry and named executrix by 
him, refused to qualitfy as such, 

Curry was manager of the late 
Flo Ziegfeld theatrical interests and 
had served with Henry W. Savage 
and the Shuberts prior to assocla« 
tion with Ziegfeld, 
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With $40,000,000 Bank Loan, 


Australia Looks Up; Biz Good 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, July 14. 
Ferenc Molnar’s ‘The Good Fairy’ 
aid a quick flop when introduced 
by Williamson-Tait. Show closed 
after two weeks. Reported that the 
police requested that portion of the 


dialog be deleted just after show 
opened. Spicy atmosphere of the 
play, however, failed to pull at 


the b.o. 

Outside of ‘Fairy’ business gener- 
ally is very bright and some good- 
sized film and legit hits are cur- 
rent including ‘Bitter Sweet,’ “The 
Big Show,’ ‘One Hour With You,’ 
‘The Man Who Played God,’ ‘Alias 
The Doctor,’ ‘But The Flesh Is 
Weak.’ and ‘Arsene Lupin.’ Grand 
opera clicked in Melbourne after 
12 weeks in Sydney. 

Business theatrically all over Aus- 
tralia is on the up-grade. It is ex- 
pected that the big banks will ad- 
vance nearly $40,000,000 this month 
solely to provide work for the un- 
employed. This in itself will mean 
a big thing to theatre managements. 

A few short months ago shows 
were flopping everywhere simply 
because the people as a whole were 
afraid to spend their money on en- 
tertainment. With confidence re- 
stored, a different story can be told 
today. And, too, because of this 
restoration of confidence managers 
are now offering bigger entertain- 
ment at the lowest possible charge. 





Europe Ogles 

Eurepean picture producers are 
ogling the Australian market for 
their film. 

Information had been sought from 
representatives of the Australian 
Government in London concerning 
the pcpulation here, together with 
the number of picture’ theatres 
operating. The French prodt rs 
are already making plans to invade 
this territory soon. 

It appears that some of the for- 
eign producers believe that Aus- 
tralia contains a big foreign popu- 
lation and that their type of attrac- 
tions would find favor quickly if 
exploited in the right way, but, un- 
fortunately for the foreign picture 
producer, Australia has but a 
minute foreign population. 

America supplies this country 
with fully 95% of its picture pro- 
grams, the balance being made up 
of English and local productions. 
Only on very rare occasions have 


foreign productions found their 
way into Australian theatres, ex- 
cepting short subjects. Continentai 


pictures are not overly popular 
here. 





New Revue 

Ted Henkel has written most of 
the music for the new Rolls’ revue, 
‘The Big Show.’ Rolls, in this pro- 
duction, has given Sydney a real 
taste of the Parisian type of enter- 
tainment with new revue. Girls 
wear next to nothing from curtain 
to curtain. Production is lavish in 
mountings and effects, moving with 
sparkle and snap all the time. Cast 
includes Jennie Benson, Ted Hen- 
kel, Don Nichol, Baird and Thomp- 
son and Nick Morton. Show set for 
a run, 





‘Sweet’ Connects . 

_ ‘Bitter Sweet’ is one of the swell- 
est shows W-T have staged in some 
years. Cast includes Margery Hick- 
lin, Herbert Browne, Romola Han- 
sen, Sydney Burchell, Cecil Scott 
and Reggie Dane. George Highland 
produced. Expected to stay about 
eight weeks. 





Munro Returns 

Charles Munro has returned from 
America to take complete charge of 
the Hoyt circuit. Munro has been 
in conference with the Fox inter- 
ests in U. S. concerning his Aus- 
tralian chain in which Fox hold a 
big parcel of shares. Munro strong- 
ly denies that there has been dis- 
satisfaction amongst certain Aus- 
tralian shareholders in the company 
because of the Fox holdings. 

Chatter 

Unemployment lessens. 

W-T doing ‘Waltzes From Vi- 
enna.’ 

‘Miracle Man’ scores in Mel»ourne. 

Church strongly against Sabbath 
shows. 

Dame Sybil Thorndike success in 
‘Saint Joan.’ 

Toti Grand Opera company a 
quic!: flop in Melbourne, 

Madge Ellott and Cyril Richards 
will do new show for W-T. 

Picture production locally. still 
continues to forge ahead. 

Victorian government proposes 
further tax slug on amusements. 

Tin-hare racing boom just atout 


over. Looks like quick death fol-|new organization formed to assist 
lowing governmental probe. wayward youths. Crick specially 
Hiking is the latest craze to|screened ‘Dangerous Years’ (Fox) 
strike over here. Thousands of city|to representative gathering of 
workers do trips on Sabbath. ! churchmen. 
Craze not hurting theatres. M-G-M experienced a flop with 
‘One Hour With You’ such a|‘The Great Lover’ in Sydney. Pic- 
boom that management Prince Ed- ture lasted one week. 
ward, Sydney, brings in new first Williamson-Tait will present Mar- 
half to permit patrons look-see pic- | garet tawlings in ‘Happy 
ture twice. |Glorious’ for a_ season. Gabriel 
Stanley Crick, g.m. Fox, chairman} Toyne will produce. 
ne porwr Cae a AT Tae a ~ . on pert ee Oe en 
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First Deluxe Vaudfilm 
On Paris’ Left Bank 


Paris, July 27. 

First Montparnasse vaudfilm 
house will shortly open next to the 
well-known Dome crossroads. Saul 
Cc. Colin, Jean Wiener and Paul 
Seignitz are promoting. Theatre is 
a 300-seater built by Helena Rubin- 
stein and her husband, E. Titus, 
publisher, which they never opened. 

House will play long runs and 
give four shows a day and feature 
ritzy and exclusive vaude. 

Theatre will be the first to intro- 
duce in France the new Europa type 
of Tobis-Klangfilm reproducing 
equipment in which, according to 
pitch and frequency, sound is 
switched on one of three loud 
speakers by an automatic selector. 


FRENCH RESORTS WAIL 
LOUDER THAN EVER 


Paris, July 27. 

Plenty of tourists on vacation but 
spending quality distinctly below 
par. Deauville Casino gaming 
tables’ business panicky. Riviera 
similarly affected. 

How to keep up acts and shows 
is now a problem. In Saint Jean 
de Luz management has introduced 
feminine wrestling matches as for- 
merly done at the Bal Tabarin in 
Paris. 

Hotels marking pop prices further 
down. 


STRINGENT BONDING 
LAW IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Capetown, Aug. 8. 

New law passed here compels im- 
ported musicians and concert ar- 
tists to pay one pound ($3.45) for 
a temporary residence permit. Mu- 
sikers also must deposit $860 with 
the government on entrance to the 
country as guarantee that they’ll 
carry out the terms of their con- 
tracts and not overstay their time 
limits. 

Foreign musicians already in the 
country must comply with the pro- 
visions immediately if desirous of 
continuing their stay to the con- 
clusion of their contracts. 


COMMUNISTIC PARIS 
THEATRE IDEA ON WAY 











Shaw’s “Too True’ Almost 


Unanimously Panned 


London, Aug. 8. 
Bernard Shaw’s ‘Too True to Be 
|Good’ was almost unanimously 
panned by Shaw’s countrymen, re- 
peating its New York reception last 
fall. 

Critics of London papers were 
taken by plane to Malvern for the 
| premiere Saturday (6). Head winds 
almost the entire distance didn’t 
make the going very pleasant, with 
the scribblers arriving later than 
had they made the trip by rail. 


PARIS LEGITS 
NEW FALL 
POLICIES 


—_—--— 





Paris, Aug. 1. 


Changes either in ownership or in 
style of productions are planned in 
several Paris houses for the fall. 


Chatelet, formerly devoted to 
purely spectacular shows, will go 
operetta, thus turning it into oppo- 
sition to Mogador, owned by Isola 
Bros. Chatelet is owned by Maurice 
Lehman who will produce an op- 
eretta by Nousy Eon and Albert 
Willemetz titled ‘Rose de France,’ 
with music by the American, Sig- 
inund Romberg. Cast will include 
Daniele Bregis, who made a short 
appearance on. Broadway, and 
Bourdin, of the Opera Comique. 

Porte Saint Martin, other Lehman 
house, formerly devoted to drama, 
will partly replace Chatelet for 
spectacular plays, and will open 
with a revival of Michel Strogo®. 
Later in the season it will have a 
new operetta by Charles Mere titled 
‘Passage des Princes.’ 

Lehman is for adjusting scales 
to current slump and doing shows 
likely to draw masses rather than 
strictly highbrow patronage. 

Athenee, formerly Lucien Rozen- 
berg’s, is going to Deval and Felix 
Gandera, who will produce there 
ore of the latter’s plays, and later 
in the season book Rozenberg in his 
former house after he has played a 
first engagement at the Bouffes 
Parisiens. 

At Volterra’s Theatre de Paris, 
Pagn»: is giving away as author to 
Louis Verneuil, who will act him- 
self, supported by Parysis, in one 
of his own plays, a detective mys- 


tery. Play tentatively first titled 
‘Rapt,’ now retitled ‘ Delighted 
Woman.’ 


Cast of Bouffes Parisiens, for an 
operetta by Willemetz and Moretti, 
will include Henry Garat, film star 
with Paramount and UFA contracts, 
Renaissance will revive the old 





Paris, Aug. 8. 

A communistic theatre is being 
promoted here, Communism likely 
to be limited to producing very ad- 
vanced plays, since anything likely 
to result in serious disturbances 
would be killed by the police. 
Promoter is a newspaperman, 
Leon Moussinac, and stage will be 
the intimate stand now called 
Bouffes du Nord. 

Idea is to give Russian plays a 
chance similar to that previously 
given Russian ballets. 


Bobby Pinkuses Split 


London, Aug. 8. 

Bobby Pinkus has split with his 
wife, Isobel Dwan, both for stage 
and maritally. Team has had plenty 
of trouble on and off, with Dwan’'s 
socks at Bobby much too realistic. 

Thelma Temple will be Pinkus’s 
new partner. 





In Paris 
Paris, Aug. 1. 
Ruth Chatterton, Doug Fairbanks, 
Jr., Joan Crawford, Laurel and 
Hardy, Jack Kirkland, Jean Del- 
mour, Rita Weiman, Maurice Marks, 
Syd Chaplin, Irene ordoni, Jocelyn 
Lee, Seymour Nebenzahl, FE. W. Du- 


pont, Richard Sichberg, Peter Os- 
termeyer, Guido Bagier, Hermann 


Millakowsky, Joseph Teichner, Erno 
Rapee. 








‘Dame de Chez Maxim’s,’ thus 
changing from heavy meller to 
operetta. 


Generally speaking, shows will in- 
clude an inordinate number of 
operettas. which have proved com- 
paratively large grossing possibili- 


—— 
—-——» 


London Show World 





Felix Bressart’s Dutch 
Revue Almost Strands 


The Hague, Aug. 1. 

Revue company with the German 
film star, Felix Bressart, as star at- 
traction in Holland, went bust. Pro- 
moters did not have enough capi- 
tal, and conditions were aiso re- 
sponsible. 

Dutch promotors had to put up 
two guarantees, one of $2,000 for 
Bressart, and $1,400 for Municipal 
Theatre, Amsterdam. Revue was to 
run till Aug. 1 in Amsterdam and 
tour in provinces till Sept. 1. 

As the chorus and actors were in 
danger of stranding in Holland, 
with the promoters broke, box office 
receipts were seized for the 





could return home, 


| inane 
DORA MAUGHAN LEAVING 
ENGLAND; H.0. REQUEST 


London, Aug. 8. 

Home office has ordered Dora 
Maughan (American) to leave Eng- 
land by the end of the month. Also 
Miss Maughan has been told she 
must solicit no further work in 
England after the end of the cur- 
rent week. 

Understood the action is resultant 
from Miss Maughan’s recent activi- 
ties at the Phoenix theatre, where 
she acted as hostess in the lobby 
besides heading the show. H. O. is 
understood to have previously 
warned her that hostessing was no 
likee in England. 


BEAUTS LEAVE SPATS 





TO ‘IMPEDIMENTA’ | 





Brussels, July 27. 

American and European beauty 
queens during their ‘show-off’ tour 
of Belgium before the election of 
Miss Universe, 1932, at the Spa on 
July 31, travelled in de luxe buses, 
the second carrying chaperons, 
papas and mamas, referred to by 
the queens as the ‘impedimenta’ be- 
cause they won't give the gay lads 
with big cars half a chance. 

Girls are pally generally although 
Miss Poland and Miss Germany 
don’t waste any smiles between 
them. Hatred, jealousy and rivalry 
have been left to the ‘impedimenta’ 
who are always warring about fa- 
voritism in hotel room allotment, 
precedence, etc. 


VIC PAL’S NEW GRIND 
POLICY STARTS SEPT. 


London, Aug. 8. 
Grind stage policy is the projected 
future for the Victoria Palace. To 
start some time in September. 
Nothing set, but Tom Arnold is 








ties as compared to other shows, 
due to their appeal to the masses, | 


the likely choice to handle the pro- 
duction end. 





South 


By H. 


Hanson 


Africa 





Capetown, July 14. 
Terrific gales around the Cape 
Colony and up the coast, with heavy 
downpours and cold weather have 
practically killed business. 





Nikita Balieff’s Chauve Souris 
company sailed on the Arundel 
Castle for England. 





Mrs. Barrow-Dowling, for many 
years dramatic critic on the ‘Cape 
Times,’ Capetown, is vacating the 
job to join her son up country. A 
complimentary farewell concert 
given her July 22. 





Talkers having hit Capetown. mu- 
sicians badly, to get in some relief 
money a concert was arranged July 
2, drawing a fair house. Distress 
among musicians is acute through- 
out the country. 





Cornelius Veldthagen, showman, 
picked up some checks in a Cape- 
town street, and endorsing them 
got payment at the bank. Admit- 





ting previous convictions, the mag- 
listrate presented him with nine 
| months’ hard labor. 





Howard Glover, for many years 








sceniz artist for African Theatres, 


pavement in a Johannesburg street 


jand fracturing his skull. His father 


was the late W. Glover, scenic art- 
ist for Howard and Wyndham, 
Theatre Royal, Glasgow, Scotland. 
He was cousin to the well-known 
‘Jimmy’ Glover of Drury Lane and 
Empire, London, A widow and 
family survive. His age was 66, 





Jascha Heifetz’s farewell recital 
in Capetown July 20 prior to sail- 
ing for Europe. 





Letters in Capetown papers from 
readers say, ‘There are many of us 
who are tired of the Hollywood 
stuff which is presented to us year 
in and year out. Strongly urge that 
Continental films would be a great 
success over here.’ 





A number of young German ac- 
tors, with Kurth Liessen as man- 
ager, have chartered a pilot steamer 
for a tour over here, leaving Ham- 
burg in August, and also visiting 
towns off the regular steamer 
routes. They carry a repertoire of 
light operas and plays. Kurth 
Liessen has previously visited 
South Africa. tather a bold ven- 
ture with present conditions in con- 
sideration. 


— -—— 


. 2 -__... 


last | 
performance so that the foreigners | 


London, July 27. 
Regent, stock house in the King’s 
Cross district of London, switched 
this week from a repertory to a bill 
of five Grand Guignol Plays, 
ducted on the non-stop 
popular prices. 





cone 
basis, at 





British Tribute to Zieggy 


Lord Castlerosse, gossi write 
for the ‘Sunday Express,’ wrote = 
glowing tribute to Florenz Ziegfeld 
winding up with: , 

‘But this, at least, can be said of 
him—his word was as £00d as hig 
bond.’ 


Marie Tempest’s New Play 
Sometime in August—date not set 
—Marie Tempest returns to the 
Haymarket, when a new Play will 
be produced titled, ‘Tomorrow Will 
Be Friday.’ 





Fox’s British P. A. 


W. H. Mooring, late editor of the 
‘Bioscope,’ goes to Hollywood for 
three months to handle publicity for 
Fox's filming of ‘Cavalcade.’ 





Goldenberg Resigns 


David Goldenberg, manager of 
Metro's Empire, has resigned. He 
had been with Metro for the last 14 
years, and was brought over to 
manage the Tivoli. When Metro 
disposed of the Tivoli to Gaumont- 
British and built the Empire, Gold- 
enberg was appointed manager. 

Goldenberg’s resignation was a 
surprise in the trade, as he was 
very popular among the press gang. 
Understood due to family troubles. 
Sam Eckman, Jr., appointed Charles 
Raymond to take charge tempo- 
rarily. Raymond is here prior to 
sailing for Africa, to take charge 
of Metro’s new house, opening in 
Johannesburg around November. 





New W. E. Productions 


Two suburban repertory theatres 
are trying out new plays this week, 
the final productions for July. There 
are a reasonable number promised 
for August. There will be the Hay- 
market with a new comedy entitled, 
‘Tomorrow Will Be Friday,’ featur- 
ing Marie Tempest; Basil Foster 
reopens the Shaftesbury with ‘Or- 
ders are Orders,’ a military comedy, 
and the West End will by that time 
take up the regular fall season with 
the usual number of new produc- 
tions. 


‘Heritage’ Too Morbid 


‘Heritage,’ a new play, produced 
at the St. Martin’s for one perfor- 
mance, Sunday night, July 24, re- 
vealed scenes in a lunatic asylum 
with alleged humorous references to 
hereditary insanity, drunkenness, 
epilepsy, etc. Altogether a most 
morbid thesis for dramatic enter- 
tainment, 





McLeod-Tiller Engaged 


Tex McLeod and Marjorie Tiller 
have announced their engagement. 
She was his stage partner for sev- 
eral years and rejoined him on his 
recent return to England. They 
open next week at the Trocadero 
restaurant. Marjorie is a niece of 
the late John Tiller of dancing 
troupe fame. 


2 Weeks Upheld 


A violinist employed by the Em- 
bassy Club was recently let out for 
economic reasons and given a 
week's salary. He brought suit 
claiming he was a member of the 
Musicians’ Union and required two 
weeks’ notice, which was the cus- 
tom. Despite witnesses for the de- 
fense testifying that unless there 
was express agreement to the con- 
trary a week's notice was sufficient, 
the court gave a verdict for the 
plaintiff. 


‘Pleasure Cruise’ Off 


‘Pleasure Cruise’ closed at the 
Apollo July 30, after a healthy run. 
During the recent heat wave, busi- 
ness nose-dived, and the Daniel 
Mayer Co., gave notice. With the 
return to normality receipts came 
right back and now they wish they 
hadn't been so hasty. 


— 





. Merson’s Comeback 

In addition to George Gee, there 
is more than a likelihood Billy Mer- 
son will join the cast of ‘Fanfare,’ 
a revised version of which will 
shortly be seen at the Alhambra. 
Merson, not sO many years ago, 
was an acrobatic comedian who re- 
ceived as much as $1,750 a week 
here. He had a weakness for play- 
ing legitimate comedy-pathetic roles 
and, to that end, rented a West End 
theatre and backed his own show. 
His last known engagement was for 
$75 per week. 





Red Heads Score 
Eve's week at the Victoria Palace 
only newcomers are Babe Egan and 





African Consolidated Theatres 


and | died June 26 due to slipping on the | trying to secure tenants for some 
|of their small out-of-date cinemas 


which have been closed. 


Hollywocd Red Heads, who scored 
splendidly, despite being made to 
close the show. Girls have several 
weeks with Moss Empire in prov- 
inces and London. 
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guilt is a thin romance generously 
padded with lengthy philosophical 
conversations, but the story is nut 
uninteresting. 

Cocktails to Garrets 

George Reichl, who became a book 
publisher via a cocktail chart, has 
gailed for Europe to dig up what- 
ever choice literary pieces he can 
find. Won't return until after Sept. 
1 because the things he’s after take 
time. 

As the Roman Press, Reichl came 
to notice of the booksellers when he 
got out what he called a ‘Cocktail 
Wheel,’ a circular card which gave 
instruction on how to mix ’em. The 
book stores took them up, and the 
contact gave him the idea to go 
book publisher. Unearthing an old 
and forgotten work by Gustave 
Flaubert, in the original French, he 
induced Frank Jellinek to do a 


- translation and issued the book un- 


der the title of ‘November.’ 

Book clicked and that definitely 
decided Reichl. He hopped a boat 
and now is prodding every old Eu- 
ropean garret occupied by a literary 
celebrity. 





Brewster’s Rubberneck Guide 

Eugene V. Brewsier, erstwhile 
fan mag publisher, is out with a 
pocket-size, paper-back booklet, 
‘How to Have a Hell of a Good 
Time in Los Angeles,’ the byline 
carrying the name, Van Vandall. 
Publisher hikes the price for the 
tourist trade to 50 cents. 

Title is a seller, and contents in- 
formative, both for tourist and 
native. However, the sightseer 
seldom is willing to pile through 
Roget’s Thesarus to obtain facts. 
Author has realized that a full 
stomach quiets the nerves; there- 
fore, he has devoted a majority of 
the contents to the unusual food 
spots in Los Angeles and Holly- 
wood, 


30c Classics 

Works of classical authors, the 
eopyrights of which have expired, 
are being gathered by D. H. Smith 
who has formed a new publishing 
company to issue these reprints at 
a low price. No royalty and other 
favorable conditions will enable 
Smith to sell his books at 30 cents 
each, 

First of the Smith books will be 
a collection of 11 short stories by 
Balzac. Contents of the second vol- 
ume will be along similar lines. 

Although his initial efforts will he 
royalty-free reprints, Smith may 
publish original fiction later. Not, 
however, unless he can keep the 
retail price down to 35 cents. It’s 
Smith’s belief that currently the 
most money to be made in the book 
publishing field is an item priced at 
35 cents or less. 





- H-J’s Mail Course 

Announcement by E. Haldeman- 
Julius, the Little Blue Book pub- 
lisher, of plans to increase his list 
of books from 1,725 to 10,000, togeth- 
er with an invitation to scribblers 
to suymit material, not as alturistic 
as it first sounded. 

Scribblers interested are being 
solicited to join a ‘class of 100 be- 
ginners’ who will be ‘taught’ by 
Haldeman-Julius by mail how to 
write for his Little Blue Books. In 
other words, Haldeman-Julius will 
‘train’ those aspirants for little 
Blue Book authorship. 

No such condition prescribed by 
Haldeman-Julius when first making 
known his supposed need for Little 
Blue Book material. 





Authorized ‘Chatterly’ 

First authorized edition of ‘Lady 
Chatterly’s Lover’ will make its ap- 
pearance in September, Alfred A. 
Knopf having arranged for its pub- 
lication with Frieda Lawrence, 
widow of D. H. Lawrence. It will 
be an expurgated version, of course. 

Plenty of ‘Chatterly’ versions 
around, both unexpurgated and 
cleaned up, none of them authorized. 
There’s even a ‘Lady Chatterly's 
Husband’ in print, having no cen- 
nection with the Lawrence book ex- 





As with the ‘Mercury,’ imita- 
tions, newspaper editors dis- 
like the ‘Time’ copying. Dailies 
are generally against any styl- 
ized writing except under by- 
lines. Not only reporters but 
office rewrite men, from report, 
are drifting into the ‘Time’ 
formula of omitting connec- 
tives, prepositions, and other 
grammatical bridges, and have 
been corrected from above. 

‘Time’ has an abrupt, clipped, 
way of saying things. At first 
meeting it sometimes confuses 
people. It’s a pet hate of others. 
But once inoculated it ap- 
pears to unconsciously produce 
a telegraphic mode of expres- 
sion in the habitual reader. 
Newspapermen reading’ the 
mag for its condensed sum- 
maries fall in love with the 
style. 

But editors avow its the big- 
gest nuisance in journalism 
today. 











cept the employment of the char- 
acter name. 

Will be quite a task for Knopf to 
go after the unauthorized versions, 
should he be so minded, none of 
them carrying the publishers’ im- 
prints. Lawrence’s widow, has 
realized nothing from these un2u- 
thorized versions. 





Benzigers’ Fiction 

Seemingly growing demand for 
fiction has led still another special- 
ized book house to take it up. Con- 
cern is Benziger Bros., publishers of 
religious books. 

The Benzigers will have no defi- 
nite fiction list, just taking on as 
many novels as are deemed worthy. 
Stories will not have to have a re- 
ligious background. 

Growing list of book publishers, 
as well as the moves of various spe- 
cialized book concerns to go in for 
fiction, has considerably widened the 
book-length fiction market. Now 
furnishes novelists about twice as 
many opportunities for publication 
today than a few years ago. 





4 Mags Become 2 


Flurry of activity in the Chicago 
mag field has resulted in the num- 
ber of publications emanating from 
that spot being reduced to two. 

Two women’s mags, ‘Household 
Guest’ and ‘Mother’s Home Life,’ 
both under the same ownership, be- 
come one. Enlarged publication will 
carry both titles. No. editorial 
changes involved, Mary H. McGov- 
ern and her staff editing the two 
mags for some time. 

Other two Chi mags figuring in 
the changes are ‘Popular Aviation’ 
and ‘Practical Mechanics.’ Latter is 
to be scrapped with some of its fea- 
tures going into ‘Popular Aviation’ 
as a regular section. B. G. Davis is 
the ‘Popular Aviation’ ed. 





Ellen Scripps Dies at 95 

Ellen Browning Scripps, half 
sister of Edward W. Scripps, and 
active in the affairs of the Scripps- 
Canfield and Scripps - Howard 
papers since their founding, died at 
her home in La Jolla, Cal., Aug. 3, 
aged 95. 

Miss Scripps, a school teacher at 
the time of her brother’s joining the 
Detroit ‘Tribune,’ became a proof- 
reader on that paper in 1873 and 
went with him when he founded the 
Detroit ‘News,’ advancing to literary 
editor. There she began her ‘Mis- 
cellany’ column that has_ since 
grown to the feature and ‘odd fact’ 
syndicate system that is an integral 
part of all Scripps papers. 

In the past 25 years Miss Scripps 
devoted time and finances to many 
philanthropies, mainly of an educa- 
tional nature. 





‘Colliers’’ Film Reviews 
‘Colliers’ Weekly’ will devote a 
page each issue to picture reviews. 
William A. Ullman, Jr., is on the 
Coast to catch the films at pre- 
views. Intention is to beat ‘Lib- 
erty’ which usually waits until the 


pictures hit the New York theatres. | 





Two different introductions, one 
by Pirandello for the English trans- 
lation, and one by G. B. Shaw for 
the French original, will be written 
for the same novel by Saul C. Colin, 
to be published in New York by 
Sutton. This is Colin’s maiden 
novel, titled ‘On the River Doubs.’ 

Colin is now writing scenarios in 
Paris. 





Book Length Serials 
Included in the 12 book length se- 
rials to appear in ‘Collier's’ within 
the next year are ‘The Frightened 


Lady,’ the late Edgar Wallace's 
final novel; ‘Wife for Sale,’ by 
Kathleen Norris; ‘Thunder Moun- 


tain,” by Zane Grey; ‘The Gallows 
ef Chance,’ by E. Phillips Oppen- 
heim, and ‘Romance Preferred,’ by 
Arthur Somers Roche. 

‘Collier's’ shortly will also publish 
a feature article by Miriam Hop- 
kins, from legit and pictures, on 
prohibition. 





La Farge’s’ irade 

Oliver La Farge, ’29 Pulitzer prize 
winner for his ‘Laughing Boy,’ went 
on a tirade against novelists who 
write to make money in a talk at 
Boulder, Colo., before the University 
of Colorado Writer's conference. 

La Farge did not advise the 
gathering what he wrote for, but 
advised aspiring novelists to make 
money legitimately, rather than 
write for money. He asserted that 
those who write for the reaping of 
royalties ‘are drenching and drug- 
ging the literary tastes of all na- 
tions.’ 





First Fiction Attempt 

Honore Wilson Morrow, widow of 
William Morrow, will publish this 
fall her first fiction work, ‘Beyond 
the Blue Sierras.’ It‘s an adventure 
novel dealing with the early Span- 
ish settlers in California. 

Choice of subject partly guided by 
her belief that pictures are about 
due for another cycle of costume 
stories. 





Chatter 

Fred Storm, political reporter of 
the Rochester, N. Y., ‘Times-Union,’ 
goes to the United Press bureau in 
Albany. Charles F. Cole of the 
‘Democrat and Chronicle’ replaces 
at the T-U, and Fred Kates, son of 
General Manager Roy Kates, be- 
comes reporter on the ‘D-C.’ 

Fulton Oursler’s retinue when he 
left for the Coast included a butler, 
secretary, cook, maid and gover- 
ness. Oh, yes, and the family. 

Helen Grace Carlisle will wed 
James M. Reid, of Harcourt, Brace, 
next week. 

Latest of the books on Frank 
Harris is that just completed by 
Hugh Kingsmill. 

J. Keith Winter back in England 
to start a new novel. 

Lionel Houser, who reviews books 
for the San Francisco ‘Press,’ now 
has written one. Claude Kendall 
will publish. 

Achmed Abdullah vacationing in 
Maine. 

Newton Plummer reading proofs 
on his first book. 

If Leland Hayward forms that 
new literary agency, most of the 
American Play Co. ex-employes will 
go with him. 

Anthony Wynne, author of ‘The 
Green Knife,’ really is Rolo: Mc- 
Nair Wilson. 

Every time he writes a new book, 
Manuel Komroff gets the best build- 
up by his publisher any scribbler 
receives. 

Philip Guedalla may come over 
for a lecture tour this winter. 

The David Garr-tt trip here was 
for material on Pocahontas, the 
subject of his next book. 

The Odd McIntyre sailed. 

Grace King will return to the 
South of France. 

Leo ‘Spike’ Taylor broadcasting. 

Rockwell Kent has done another 
book on Greenland, and will illus- 
trate it himself, of course. 

Cyriel Buysse, novelist, known as 
the Flemish Zola, died as Afsne, 














near Ghent, aged 72, following in- 
juries received in a fall. King Al- 
bert intended conferring title of 


baron on Buysse. 

Kathleen Hewitt wrote six novels 
before Putnam accepted her ‘Mardi.’ 

Bogart Carlaw insists it’s ‘Giants 
Should Be Gelded,’ not ‘Gilded.’ 

The three scribbling Wylies— 
Max, Philip and Kisxadden—are 
related to Maude Adams. 

Mazo de la Roche's desertion of 
the Canadian iocale is only tem- 
pors ry. 

Frar_klin Walker, whose biog of 
Frank Norris comes out soon, went 
to school with the noted fictioneer. 

It took Burton J. Hendrick four 
years to do that book on Andrew 
Carnegie. 

‘Forward from Babylon,’ the 
Louis Golding story to ap,ear soon, 
was written before ‘Magnolia 
Street.’ 

Doris Burke, editor of ‘Sketch 
Book,’ New York, in Los Angeles 
collecting material for a_ special 
Olympic edition. 

Home from his annual irip 
abroad, Franklin H. Chase has re- 
sumed reviewing for Hearst's 
‘Journal- American’ in Syracuse, 
ee # 

Arthur Somers Roche brought the 
family to Los Angeles to watch the 
Olympians ‘run ond throw things 
around.’ 





Erlanger 





(Continued from page 37) 
his wife, the former Madeline 
Donnelly, who was Erlanger's pri- 
vate secretary, were ousted im- 
mediately after the testator’s death. 
It was stated at the time that Judge 
Erlanger ordered the dismissals be- 
cause of the friendship of the Dil- 
lons to Mrs. Erlanger. During the 
hearings Dillon was in daily attend- 
ance, 
18 Pages in ‘Journal’ 


Surrogate John P. O’Brien’s de- 
cision occupied 18 full pages of 
small type in the ‘Law Journal.’ 
Attorneys of long practice say they 
never before knew of so exhaustive 
a ruling. The testimony, covering a 
period of 11 weeks, was estimated 
amounting to 70,000 words, but the 
decision totaled more than twice as 
much, approximately 150,000 words. 

The court ruled in substance that 
there were two clear indications of 
an informal marriage union between 
Erlanger and Miss’ Fixel, and 
stressed the point that the testator 
was denied the right to formally 
marry in the divorce decree secured 
by Erlanger’s first wife, Adelaide 
Balfe, an English actress, known 
professionally as Louise Balfe, who 
debuted here in a show called 
‘Smiff.’ 

In Philadelphia Erlanger was ac- 
cused of shooting Miss Balfe’s first 
husband. He was tried twice and 
finally acquitted. The divorced wife 
has been receiving $18,000 and back 
alimony covering that item was set 
forth in Baron’s recent temporary 
accounting. 

It is reported that Mrs. Fixel- 
Erlanger will apply for a court 
order that Baron file a complete ac- 
counting by Aug. 17. 





Sunday Shows 





(Continued from page 36) 
contracts and that to interfere at 
this time might involve Equity in 
suits from the show management 
and possibly its members. 

‘Scrap Book’ has no_ regular 
chorus, but some of the principals 
so act. Equity’s original stand, 
from which it claims it has not re- 
ceded despite the Council's flip-flap, 
was based on the fact the same 
players figure throughout the per- 
formance, that the show is actually 
a revue, and that it was staged by 
a legit director. 





That the admission is 50 cents for! 


afternoons and $1 at night does not 
enter in the matter, Equity con- 


tends, It is indicated that Lee Shu- 
bert is the backer of ‘Book.’ Shu- 
Lert has been campaigning for 


Sunday shows. 

In the case of the ‘Folies Bergere’ 
there is a chorus, more clearly de- 
fining that show as a revue, al- 
though its sponsor intends playing 
it twice daily and Sunday. Equity’s 
bard and fast rule limits legit shows 
to eight performances weekly and no 
Sundays. 

Brown’s Audience Spiel 

When Equity first ruled against 
‘Book,’ Chamberlain Brown ad- 
dressed audiences and asked 
whether they believed the show to 
be vaudeville or revue. There were 
a few answers. Printed slips were 
also distributed, explaining: ‘The 
Actors Equity Association having 
sent two of its employees to wit- 
ness the openinig of ‘Scrap Book’ 
voted it was a revue. They desire 
to put out of work 75 actors, and 
in these days of unemployment I 
appeal to the public to decide. The 
theatre needs encouragement and 
the picture houses, burlesque and 
vaudeville are creating more inter- 
est by Sunday shows and helping 
the actor. As a loyal patron and 
lover of the theatre, I am asking 
your aid.’ 

The number of signed slips turned 
in by audiences was not stated, nor 
were the replies presented to 
Equity. Understood the actors in 
‘Book’ are not working under con- 
tracts, other than an oral agree- 
ment with Brown. 





Canada 





(Continued from page 15) 
necessary bills at a special session 
of the Canadian Parliament, which 
is scheduled to be held in October 
at Ottawa. Following this session, 
the government will seek approval 
of the Canadian people through dis- 
solution of Parliament and the 
holding of general elections, it is 
intimated. 

It is still within the real of possi- 
bility that the Provincial Govern- 
ments of Canada will move to enact 
British film quota laws within their 
own jurisdictions at the coming ses- 
sions of legislatures early in 1933, 
with the exception of the Province 
of Quebec, where the habitants are 
quite satisfied to do without a Brit- 
ish quota. It was the attitude of 
Quebec that proved one of the stum- 
bling blocks for Bennett in the con- 
sideration of a possible quota plan 
for the whole Dominion under Fed- 
eral auspices. Quebec was the rea- 
son why it was generally conceded 
that the Dominion Government 
could not fix a quota for Canada, 
But Quebec has nothing to do with 
tariff matters and can say little if 
the Federal authorities extend more 
favorable treatment by increased 
preference to the British producers, 
as they will. 

Control of theatres, film censor- 
ship and the licensing of film ex- 
changes come under Provincial au- 
thority and, because of this set-up, 
it is expected that varlous prov- 
inces, other than Quebec, may take 
it upon themselves to establish a 
quota plan. The difficulty is, how- 
ever, that it can hardly be effective 
unless and until more British fea- 
tures are available in Canada. 

Premier George S. Henry and 
Major J. C. Boylen, chairman of 
censors, both representing Ontario, 
were the other champions for Prit- 
ish films in Canada who placed their 
opinions before the Canadian Gov- 
ernment in behalf of a quota plan, 
but they have been asked to censor 
British pictures without charge, 
more or less as an indication of 
their warm support for British pro- 
ducers. 

The exhibitors may have a fur- 
ther battle on their hands when the 
| Provincial legislatures are in ses- 
sion early in 1933, but the Federal 
erisis is definitely over. 
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Too Tuf to Sell Bands for Real 


$ With Price-Cutting What It Is, 
NBC Drops Band-Developing Dept. 


Finding it impossible to contend, 
from the profit angle, with the stiff 
price cutting now prevailing in the 
business, NBC has withdrawn from 
the band selling and developing 
fielc. Network has abolished its 
band department in the New York 
office and. assigned Ed Scheuing, 
who had been functioning as man- 
ager of that end of it, to the job 
of handling all theatre bookings for 
NBC artists with the exception of 
RKO. ' 

Decision to toss out the band de- 
partment in New York came about 
six months after the network’s 
Chicago branch had acted on a sim- 
ilar conclusion. One difference be- 
tween the circumstances of the two 
spots that led up to the action was 
the ledger story told by the demise 
on the Chicago end. That office 
paid close to $100,000 for its band 
promoting experiences, within the 
period of a year, whi’: the depart- 
ment here, at least du..ig the past 
seven months, managed to show 
about an even break on the artists’ 
service books. Economies effected 
the early part of this year, when the 

‘network claims to have begun to 
see the handwriting on the wall, 
were mainly responsible for keep- 
ing the New York band .department 
out of the carmine. 


Dog Eat Dog. 


Before junking the department 
that Scheuing started three years 
ago the network is reported to have 
worked out an understanding with 
the -Music Corp. of America where- 
by NBC will have first sustaining 
pickup call on MCA bands outside 
the spots already committed to Co- 
lumbia, Means that among others 
Ben Bernie will shift his ‘sustaining 
setvices along with the Blue Ribbon 
Malt session to that chain the mid- 
dle cf September. MCA has been 
splitting commission with NBC ever 
since: Lucky Strike embarked upon 
its' name band policy. 

Viewpoint of network execs that 
ordéred the band department cut 
was ‘that’ the business’ had become 
one’ of dog eat dog. Equitable and 
profit-making levels have all been 
shot by the price slashing and un- 
Cerscaling. Even the choicer hotel 
and cafe spots have: come to’ de- 
mand class A bands of proven turn- 
stile value at class D prices. If the 
combo is set with a commercial, 
that makes it so much harder to get 
any &ppreciable coin for it on a per- 
manent job. Fact that the band 
draws income from this source is 
taken advantage of as an argument 
by hotel and cafe men in the dick- 
ering. They argue that it is im- 
portant for the band to have a per- 
manent spot so that the commercial] 
show can be properly navigated and 
because of this substantial conces- 
sion should be made them. 


Sample of Price Cutting 


Interesting case in point that ‘the 
network execs quote ‘is a name band 
at one of the larger and newer ho- 
tels in New York. Price submitted 
for one of its lesser attractions to 
the hotel was $2,250. Rival booking 
agency underbid this figure by a 
grand, offering a band rated among 
the first 10, and got the job. It was 
imperative that the competitor, 
with a big money commercial for 
the band in question, obtain for it 
R&R permanent New York spot, the 
advertiser having made the deal 
contingent upon this angle. 

Elimination of the band depart- 
ment means that NBC will no 
longer undertake the building up of 
any dance orchestras on its own or 
attempt to book any combos other 
than those remaining under con- 
tract to its artists’ service. These 
have ajJready been pared down to a 
lone trio, Paul Whiteman, Buddy 
Rogers and Russ Columbo. Only 
ether current band obligation is the 
Bill Scotti unit on the Hotel Pierre 
roof, New York, with this contract 
enly valid as long as the combo re- 
mains in this particular spot. Net- 
work had assumed the booking of 


the Pierre’s room after the hotel 
sranted it the wire privileges. 
Scheuing will go on handling all the 
Rogers and Columbo bookings, 
whether dance, theatre, or commer- 
‘ial, along with his new duties. 


Rudy Vallee’s stage and road dates 
for. the past month or two have 
been routed through the Orchestra 
Corpcration of America, although 
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}Plenty of Ia. Competish 


For New Commish Post 
Dubuque, Ia., Aug. 8. 

Plenty of competition for the post 
of Radio Commissioner for the 
fourth zone, according to present 
indications with more than 50 
separate recommendations already 
made to the President. There are 
about a dozen conceded candidates 
having a chance. 
Harry Shaw, co-owner of WMT, 
Waterloo, and Earl May, operating 


KMA, Shenandoah, are leading 
Iowa candidates, although Dr. 
Frank W. Elliott, Davenport, for- 


mer president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters and former 
manager of the WHO-WOC, Des 
Moines and Davenport, stations is 
said to be strong in political circles. 
Illinois has several strong com- 
missioner candidates. 


NBC’S $1,250,000 
RENEWAL BY 
LUCKIES 


Contract renewals signatured 
with NBC last week assures Lucky 
Strike contimiance «. the air for 
another year. Ciggie account has 
extended its Tuesday and Saturday 
evening periods for another 62 
weeks, with the former effective 


with Sept. 10, and the week-end 
shot as of Sept. 27. Current con- 
tract for the Thursday hour has 
several months to go. Two renew- 
als in time revenue alone to the 
network figure close to $1,250,000. 
Two other -enewals taken in by 
NBC last week were Tasty Yeast, 
for 13 weeks, and effective with 
Aug. 29, and the Steero program, 
bankrolied by American Kitchen 
Products, with the latter dated for 
Sept. 7. 


G. E. Back on NBC 


General Electric brings back its 
Sunday concert program to NBC 
Sept. 18. Session will resume its 
former half. hour stretch, but will 
be scheduled for a later evening pe- 
riod, 7:30 to 8 o’clock, eastern time. 
Same policy of soloists culled 
from the concert stage will prevail 
on the entertainment end. New con- 
tract stipulates 13 weeks, with an 
option on 13 more. 

















Vallee’s long term Fleischmann 
yeast contract was set by NBC. 


Scheuing’s Duties 


Booking contacts allotted to 
Scheving are Paramount-Publix, 
Loew, Fox, Warners and Fanchon 
& Marco. Chester Stratton, RKO’s 
appointee with NBC, will continue 
to concern himself:exclusively with 
the peddling of the network’s ma- 
terial to the RKO circuit. 

An idea of present price condi- 
tions is the $1,000 guarantee which 
is all the Hotel Biltmore is guaran- 
teeiny Paul Whiteman. That $1,000 
is about 25% of his total payroll. 
but Whiteman in gambling is mak- 
ing money on a generous percen- 
tage of the couvert charges and 
mineral water and gingerale sales. 
Heretofore Whiteman wouldn’t have 
thought of such percentage gamble 
although his unusual draw (about 
the only consistently sizeable hotel 
pull in New: York) will probably 
keep the maestro in that spot for 
the fall and winter. 

It’s no secret that almost 90% of 
all present orchestra engagements 
are below scale. The union is said 
to know it, but helpless, realizing 
that already too many of its mem- 
bers are without berths and that it 
means a living to those who are 
cutting prices is enough evidence 
that now isn’t the time to be tech- 
nical, 





3d Chi Minstrel. Co. 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Another minstrel show has bobbed 
up locally. KYW is sustaining an 
all-star minstrel troupe for Wednes- 
day night at 9, Minstrels are 
Billy Broad, Roy Deitrich, Walter 
Pontius, Willard Andelie, Harry 
Keisler, Edward Ewing and Jack- 
son Smith; orchestra directed by 
Rex Maupin. 

This makes the third station 
minstrel show. Others are WENR, 
now bankrolled by Sinclair Oil, and 
a troupe at WGN. 


RADIO RECORD 
ACCORD WITH 
AD ASS'N 


The music publishers have agreed 
to reiieve the advertising agencies 
and their clients of the legal respon- 
sibilities involved in the use of mu- 
sic for radio discs, provided that the 
agencies agree not to use any re- 
cording laboratory whose credit is 
rated as n. g. by the M. P. P. A. 
Understanding to this effect was 
conveyed by the music. publishers’ 
crganization in a letter to John Ben- 
son, head of the American Associa- 
tion of Advertising Agencies. 
Contained in the letter were two 
other provisos which the agencies 
are called upon to accept before 
payment of. the music tax will be 
passed on to the recording compa- 
nies. They are (1) that the agen- 
cies agree to supply the M. P. P. A. 
with.a duplicate copy of all disc 
orders placed with the recorders; 
and (2) that the 4 A’s agree to co- 
operate with the M. P. P. A. in col- 
lecting some $8,000 in license fees 
due from National Kadio Advertis- 
ing, Inc., which went into the hands 
of receivers last month. In connec- 
tion with this claim, incidentally, 
the M. P. P. A. has notified the 
Irving Trust Co., trustee for the re- 
ceivership, that National Radio had 
served merely as an agent for the 
music publishers and that on these 
grounds the trustee was expected 
to reimburse them to the _ full 
amount of the license fees’ outstand- 
ing. 














Fee Collection 


Discussions over the source of 
collection of the music tax on radio 
discs has been going on for months 
hetween the M. P. P. A. and the 
agency body. Advertisers’ reps 
have never disputed the publishers’ 
right to the 25c tax on copyright 
numbers and the four-bit tap on 
restricted numbers, but it’s been 
their contention that collection of 
the fees should come through the 
recording laboratories. In this way 
the agencies avert any contingent 
liabilities arising from the unau- 
thorized use of copyrighted or re- 
stricted numbers, and the possi- 
bility of M. P. P. A. agents nosing 
into their books. 

M. }. P. A. now says it is ready to 
yield on the collection source angle, 
if the agencies will agree to protect 
it from irresponsible recording lab- 
oratories. Under the arrangement- 
demanded by the publishers,,as soon 
as a disc stenciller becomes remiss 
in the payment of the license fees 
collected on work done for the 
agencies, the M. P. P. A. notifies 
the Four A’s that the recorder in 
question must no longer be entrust- 
ed with funds belonging to the, copy- 
right owners. It will then.be up to 
the F'our A’s to pass this informa- 
tion along to its members,. along 
with the suggestion that they drop 
all further business relations with 
the waxing outfit until it has 
straightened out its affairs with the 
M. P. P. A. 

Before taking up this provision of 
the agreement with their executive 
board, the chief execs of the Four 
A’s are asking legal counsel to give 
this angle the o. o. so as to avoid 
any possibility of blacklisting or 
restraint of trade entanglements. 


—— 


SIDNEY ON WHN 








Louis K. Sidney of’ Loew’s has 
spotted his brother, Jack Sidney, 
for a series on WHN (the Loew 
station), New York, with a new 
comedy idea. Gene Ford, who fash- 
ions the special material for the 
Capitol, New York, presentations, 
wrote the material. 

Sidney’s series will be song and 


talk for 13 weeks. Jimmy’ Rule at 


-CBS can’t do without him. 


RADIO COPY ACTS 


——w 





Because it’s tough enough to get something new on the air, radio Owes 
it to itself to voluntarily stop copying. Desire to simulate anything 
which clicks has always been one of the faults of the ‘picture business, 
It leads to cycles and a harsh reaction from the public. 





Copying has been true of the ether almost from the start, but more 
so in recent years when the public became ether-minded enough to 
have more than casual interest in its radio favorites, 

There are instances galore of radio similarity and simulations, uncon. 
scious or deliberate. The. forerunner was the highly publicized feuq 
between Rudy Vallee and Will Osborne over their band and crooning 
styles; Bing Crosby,-Russ Columbo and Art Jarrett for straight crooners, 

‘The Rise of the Goldbergs’ over WEAF, as yet not successfully 
imitated, started a series of dialectic imitations of this well-established 
series. A Bronx marriage bureau sketch was one of them. 





The commentary that whenever CBS clicks with a novelty, NBC 
puts one on the air pronto, and vice versa, has been a topic of common 
knowledge in radio circles. Comes CBS’ 4 Mills Bros. with their big 
click, and NBC provides its Rollickers, 

There have also been intra-network similarities as witness the Funny 
Boners and Stoopnagle and Budd, both CBS, and both of resembling 
character although not strictly an imitation. 

There have also been competitive instances of products bucking each 
other on the same hour over rival chains, as Hoffman’s ginger ale over 
CBS versus Cliquot Club ginger ale on NBC, both Fridays commencing 
at 9 p.m. That’s not particularly onerous as it comes within the cate- 
gory of intensive competition although Cliquot’s probably radio’s old- 
est commercial with a record of four years uninterruptedly on the air. 
Cliquot is 9-9.30 p. m. for a half hour and Hoffman waxes more elaborate 
with a full hour, 9-10, 





Imitations by the lesser stations in New York and Chi and on the 
Coast, but principally in the east, of the major chains, might be deemed 
a natural thing. But when both chains go in for copy acts, it can 
amount to suicide. Besides which, strictly adhering to the tenets of 
the Federal Radio Commission, they should be principled in the spirit 
if not the letter of a Federal supervision which provides for almost 
everything else but the abstract unprofessional practice of copying one 
another’s acts. 

Helen Mors and Her Boy Friends are CBS; Tarriet Lee and Her Boy 
Friends are NBC, Al and Pete, NBC out of Chicago, fetched a flock of 
imitators. Burns and Allen’s script click, with Gracie Allen’s dumb- 
dora character, was another mimicing inspiration but on lesser stations 
and to little avail. Easy Aces with its diatribe on the sarcastic husband 
and captious wife has likewise seen extensive imitation. 





Of a flock of mystery sketches Eno’s Fruit Salts (Edgar Wallace), on 
CBS, and George Washington Coffee’s Sherlock Holmes mellerettes on 
NBC alone survive. 





The m.c. and stage personality, or vaudeville comedian idea, can’t be 
classified but after Eddie Cantor and George Jessel there followed Jack 
Benny, Harry Richman, Gene Austin, Sid Garry, Donald Novis, Harry 
Barris, Cliff Edwards, Jay C. Flippen, who either sing on their own or 
m.c. commercial or sustaining programs. Ben Bernie and Ed Wynn 
alone eventuated a radio outstander, Others are set or as with Novis, 
Barris, Edwards, Austi:., tarry now in the throes of builderuppering. 

Along with the script cycle, there was an avalanche of newspaper 


storyettes on the air. 





These are highlights of a succession of simulations, similarities or 
outright copies, which radio, either. in its carelessness or economic 
determinism to sell ‘time,’ is hurting itself. 

Radio claims that its main business is that of selling the broad- 
casting facilities and ‘time,’ and what goes on the air is more or less 
the concern of the advertising sponsor so long as it’s not improper, 
obscene, seditious, damaging propaganda or otherwise complies with the 


technical regulations. 





Radio should pay more strict attention to what goes out. It can be- 
come highly damaging when the general sameness palls public interest. 

Radio has the examples of vaudeville and pictures as a guide. So far 
it evidently isn’t paying much attention, 


CROSBY’S GRATIS HOUR |NB(°S 9) RUN OF 
AS CONVINCER FOR CBS CBS PROGRAM 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Bing Crosby is gtving his services ax 
ratis reek to KHJ, the CBS 
gratis once a we aT neg IP 
Mahraj, self-styled ‘Indian Secret 


outlet here. Hopes to show that 

Service Agent,’ who is networked 
by Columbia from WBBM, is now 
also outleted over WLS. Latter, an 
NBC affiliate, is used by Princess 
Pat, the sponsor, to reach the far- 
mers. 
' Arrangement is rendered more 
unusual by the fact that WLS re- 
peats the identical WBBM pro- 
grams a week later, Mahraj called 
himself Rajput. His right name is 
Maurice Joachim. 


New Pitts. Air Wkly. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 

Darrel V. Martin, former radio 
editor of Hearst’s ‘Sun-Telegraph,’ 
is plotting a local air weekly which 
will make its first appearance on 
the newsstands early next week. It’s 
to be called ‘Radio Review.’ 

In addition, Martin is supplying 
a column of local radio chatter to 
small-town newspapers in this dis- 
trict gratis in return for credit for 
his publication. Editor is secretary 
of the Newspaper Radio Editors’ 
Association. 








He has sung a couple of songs 
on the last two Saturday programs 
of ‘California Melodies,’ which goes 
over the CBS coast chain, and will 
continue indefinitely on this hour, 
without asking for a .pay check. 
Everett Crosby, brother and 
manager of the singer, left for New 
York Friday (5), to negotiate a 
new deal with CBS. 








Winkler to Book MCA 
Names for Commercials 


Dan Winkler has closed a deal 
with J. C. Stein, president of Music 
Corp. of America, to book MCA 
band and other names for radio 
commercials. This means that Stein 
will extend activities beyond the 
bands to take in individuals for air 
programs. 

Winkler left DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson as v.p. to go into the 
radio agency field on his own. 





ROSS MacLEAN BKPT. 
Ross MacLean, freelance warbler 
on various New York outlets, has 
filed a petition of voluntary bank- 
ruptcy with the Federal court. in 
N. Y. MacLean’s liabilities amount 
to $1,348; no assets. 

All the items in the iiability col- 





Grier On Lucky Strike 
Los Angeles, Aug. & 
Jimmy Grier’s Biltmore hotel band 
goes on the Lucky Strike program 
for ene period monthly beginning 
Saturday (13). 
Over NBC network, 6 to 7 p. m., 











the piano. 


umn are bills due tradesmen, coast time. 
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RADIO TOUGHEST TO CRASH 








Balto. Station Placing Trade Ad 
In Daily for Local Commercials 





Baltimore, Aug. 8. 

Taking an entirely new step in 
radio, WCAO, the local CBS outlet, 
will swarm right into the territory 
of the ether’s acknowledged rival, 
and will late this week publish an 
ad in a local newspaper, making a 
bid for local trade accounts. Ad 
wi: be in the form of a warning, 
telling Baltimore concerns that if 
they want time for the coming sea- 
gor. to come a-running for it now. 

Ad, as tentatively laid out, reads 
as follows: 

‘Advertisers contemplating using 
radio the fall months are requested 
to make reservations now. 

‘Indications are that many of the 
more desirable periods will be sold 
by September 15th. We are now 
booking for October, November and 
December.’ 

This is followed by the station 
signature and its slogan (reminis- 
cent of RKO): ‘Always a good 
show over WCAO.’ 

For Locals 

Ad is directed not to the adver- 
tising agencies, since they are only 
a handful in this town, but to the 
storekeeper and larger industrials 
of the burg with purely local dis- 
tribution. 

The announcement is scheduled to 
run in the Baltimore ‘Sun’ papers, 
with which WCAO has just formed 
a mutual-benefit tie-in for news 
broadcasting. Local men are view- 
ing this as an experiment to how a 
business- getting scheme which 
makes use of the rival’s own print 
medium will work out. 

While WCAO has regularly ad- 
vertised in the local dailies, averag- 
ing about $12,000 in space annually, 
at various times advertising radios, 
radio good-will and WCAO good- 
will generally, this is the first time 
that it is attempting to go into 
print with an actual trade ad, 


FARMERS’ STATION WLS’ 
PROSPEROUS SIDELINE 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

WLS, farmer station, has been 
practically supported this summer 
by non-radio outside activities, Its 
Saturday night barn dance at the 
8th St. theatre sells out regularly. 
Picnics with radio talent aboard 
lake steamers as the drawing card 
have been such a success that after 
holding two a third shindig has 
been scheduled for Aug. i6 and the 
steamer ‘Alabama’ chartered. 

Station will again send its barn- 
dancers to the Indiana State Fair 
in Indianapolis, where last year they 
drew 8,000 paid admissions on a 
Saturday night. They will pass up 
the Illinois State Fair held in con- 
junction with the National Swine 
Show in Springfield but will send 
several individual acts. 

WLS caters exclusively to farm- 
ers. 


L. A. Television Show 
A Turnaway-It Was Free 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Television was given its initial 
working demonstration in southern 
California, last week, with a five- 
hour department store showing, 
drawing talent from screen and 
stage for the inaugural. John Boles, 
Sid Grauman and Marion Schilling 
Participated in the opening 10-min- 
ute program, working ip a studio in 
a street level window, being regis- 
tered and recorded in the store au- 
ditorium five floors up. Chicago did 
the same thing but minus the per- 
sonalities. 

Demonstration successful from a 
commercial stndpoint, 22 free pro- 
grams, running around 10-minutes 
each, being given, every one capac- 
ity. Most of the ‘entertainment’ 
after the first programs consisted of 














sales talks and make-up demon- 
stration. 
Apparatus used was from the 


Snabria Giant Television Co., Chi- 


cago, 


‘will also be on hand for the musical 





+ 





Too Successful 





Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Press agent, describing tal- 
ents of a fortune-teller he was 
touting, told of her successful 
radio career. 

‘But she quit because of a 
nervous breakdown,’ he said. 
‘She was 10,000 letters be- 
hind in her correspondence.’ 


Football Names 
For Commercial 


Among CBS Units 


CBS sales department added two 
new accounts to the network last 
week and brought back one of the 
old customers. Major money con- 
tract of the newcomer duo was that 
signatured by Postum, a General 
Foods product, with the time clause 
stipulating a half hour each Fri- 
day evening for 13 weeks over a 


coast-to-coast link of 35 stations 
starting Sept. 23. 

Program will be labelled ‘Christy 
Walsh’s Football Show,’ with the 
sports syndicator to provide Postum 
with the script and a different star 
from the gridiron or famous coach 
for each session. Studio orchestra 











interludes. Walsh also makes a 
film shorts sports series. 

Wilkenning Mfg. Co., auto acces- 
sories purveyor, has bought a week- 
ly quarter-hour period over six 
midwestern stations for a stretch of 
13 stanzas, effective with Aug. 15. 
Account has been shooting out of 
the CPS Chicago key, WBBM, for a 
local spasm only the past five 
months. It’s a script idea, titled 
‘Unsung Heroes,’ glorifying the 
garage worker. Network version 
will also originate from the Chicago 
studios. Spots slated to get the 
show besides Chicago are Cincin- 
nati, Detroit, Cleveland, Minneapolis 
and St. Louis. 

Returning to the Columbia fold 
Nov. 4 is Fitch hair tonic, slated 
for a 15-minute niche Friday morn- 
ings, with Helen Mors and her Boy 
Friends, harmony quartet. Con- 
tract lined up for 26 consecutive 
weeks. 


BILLIE BURKE AS M. C. 
FOR CHRYSLER AIR HR. 


Despite the present differences 
between Mrs. Florenz Ziegfeld (Bil- 
lie Burke) and Chrysler, indications 
are they’ll get together. Commer- 
cial has offered Miss Burke $2,500 to 
m, ¢c. a resumption of the Ziegfeld- 
Chrysler hours Sundays over CBS. 

Al Goodman, just returned from a 
European vacation, to take up the 
baton for the new ‘Flying Colors’ 
musical, will again conduct the or- 
chestra with Eddie Dowling to m. c. 

The late Zieggy got $5,000 a per- 
formance for the hour which he m. 
c.’d. 











Radio’s NBC Programs 
Now Edited by Swanson 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
H. N. Swanson, doubling as editor 
of ‘College Humor,’ and associate 
story editor at Radio studios, will 
also take over editorship of studio’s 
weekly NBC program, ‘Hollywood 
on the Air.’ 
He will 





edit the material along 
magazine lines. John Swallow will 
work with him, an@ have charge of 
practical end of the broadcasts. 





HARDER TO GET 
IN THAN PICTURES 


Auditions Easy Enough, but 
Not So a Big League Com- 
mercial—Too Many Ele- 
ments Involved, Including 
Need of a Break—NBC- 
RKO Pact the First Ray 
of Hope for the Novice 





—_———_ _— 


Vv. P. VEXATIONS 





Major network broadcasting is 
the toughest show business to break 
into, and yet radio auditioning ‘s 
perhaps one of the easiest things 
accomplished. This is comparable 
to the former vaudeville big time 


and the catch-as-catch-can small 
time dates. 

To land on a big radio commer- 
cial is a combination of 90% chance, 
the ‘breaks.’ and how long you can 
wait. It’s just as difficult for name 
talent as amateurs. 

This paradox comes about 
through the general disorganization 
of the talent thing despite the elab- 
orate talent and artists’ service bu- 
reaus maintained by the big net- 
works. For the stations, having the 
talent, still don’t know what to do 
with it until the proper commercial 
sponsor comes along. Wh2ther the 
advertiser will want what is of- 
fered is what makes it so tough. 
Like as not the commercial account 
has its own ideas. Where the ad- 
vertiser will reach for its talent 
all works to the general uncertainty 
of the performer. 

The prominent performer is there- 
fore irked extremely. He is made 
to do his stuff in audition just like 
any other unknown. The estab- 
lished stage or screen comedian, 
singer, maestro or legit is put 
through the paces in the same ele- 
mentary fashion as the rank and 
file, 

Hardest on ‘Names’ 


If he has a name which even the 
most conservative vice-presidents 
of the advertising agency, the 
broadccsting station’s commercial 
dept., and the advertiser is familiar 
with, then comes the harshest 
treatment of all. What is his mike 
appeal and how much? 

The radio’s ace-in-the-hole is 
that it can ‘make’ an tnknown 
famous almost over-night. This 
counts againsi the name performer 
who has earned his rep by dint of 
years of hard labor across the 
boards and screens of the country. 
Whatever may have been their in- 
person fame, it is as nothing to 
what a 1,000,000 receiving sets in 
as many households can do to pop- 
ularize on a chain pregram. 

The smart showman is the first 
to recognize and concede this, and 
also take cognizance of the many 
crooners, songstresses and maes- 
tros who came from nowhere and 
are more famous via the ether than 
the others through stage and screen. 

It’s comparable to an Eddie 
Cantor who was a wow on Broad- 
way but who became famous to a 
million screen fans only via 
‘Whoopee,’ as a film; and became 
known to 10 times more people 
when he took to radio. The stage 
reputations of the Richmonds, 
Wynns, Jessels, Pernies, Flippens, 
Prices, et al., are as nothing com- 
pared to what the microphone has 
done for them. 

And bv the same token, the Val- 
lees, Crosbys, Amos-Andys, Kate 
Emiths, Columbos, Singin’ Sams, to 
haphazardly name a few of the 
famous, were nonenities virtually 
until hitting the mike. Now they 
eclipse in fame and fortune the 
mighty of the stage and screen who 
haven't nad their radio innings 

Under thcse circumstances, while 
it is irksome to the professional to 
heng around studio and audition 
themselves into unconsciuosness, 
they’re still at it. With that dogged 
patience is the knowledge that 

(Continued on Page 42) 





| Hippodrome, Baltimore, Aug. 11, 
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‘Music Men Stand Pat in Parleys 
With Radiocasters; Would Assess 
Each Commercial Per Song Used 





Sustaining and Single 





If Sid Gary gets a commer- 
cial itll be weddin’ bells with 
Renee Petkere, sister of Ber- 
nice Petkere (Mrs. Eddie 
Conne), composer of ‘Lullaby 
of the Leaves,’ etc. 

While he’s still sustaining, 
marriage plans are unsustain- 
ing. 


CHAINS’ FIRST 
JULY DROP 
SINCE °28 


Final tabulations of the gross 
revenue taken in from time sales 
last month reveals the first setback 
experienced by the NBC and CBS 
networks since 1928. Columbia’s 
drop from the July, 193i, level fig- 
ures slightly above 20%, while the 
NBC clip just about touches the 


10% mark. Totals for the past 
month, however, were far above the 
July, 1930, accumulations. 

Both networks had been expected 
to take a bump downward, but the 
slide turned out of somewhat more 
substantial proportions than gen- 
erally anticipated. This was prin- 
cipally do to a heavy mounting of 
lost revenue from departing ac- 
counts on the last week of the 
month, some of these having taken 
sudden advantage of their cancella- 
tion clauses. 

On the NBC ledger the tally for 
last month showed $1,824,581 as 
compared to the 1931 July gross of 
$2,027,975. Network’s 1930 level for 
the month had been $1,692,680. 

It was the opposition chain that 
got the stiffer wallop on the last 
seven days of the previous month, 
this stanza going down in CBS his- 
tory as the worst, from the percent- 
age loss angle, ever experienced, 
at least since the link came under 
the William S. Paley direction. 
Total for last month came to $581,- 
627, as against the 1931 July count- 
up of $726,319, but still not so bad 
when compared to the July, 1930, 
level of $381,795. 


KOTEX TRYING TO 
FIGURE AIR PROGRAM 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Kotex may finally crash the net- 
works this fall, Lord, Thomas and 


Logan are now in a huddle to fig- 
ure a program which will get under 
the radio barrier. 

It is generally conceded that all 
Kotex can say on the air is, ‘This 
program sponsored by the new 
Phantom Kotex.’ No commercial 
talk and no allusion of any kind. 
Hence Kotex’s delicate job of find- 
ing or creating a program of value 
to itself. — 

Multiplicity of imitators said to 
have prompted the company to 
make this new effort to use radio. 

Firm is one of the biggest ad- 
vertisers in newspapers and maga- 
zines in the country. 























Radio Combo Splits 


Henry Burbig’s contract from 
NBC, by which he switches over 
from the other network, breaks up 
the CBS stage combination formed 
by Purbig and ‘The Funnyboners.’ 

The CBS trio will do a new act 
without Burbig, opening it at the 


Tin Pan Alley has made the first 
strategic move in the controversy 
with the radio interests. 


It is going right over the head of 
the National Association of Broad< 
easters and opening negotiations 
with the individual staticns direct 
for separate livense agreements. 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has already 
apprised the NAB of its intentions 
in that direction, Letter received 
by the broadcasters committee that 
had been meeting with the music 
men declared in substance that, 
since the former had elected to 
stand pat on its ultimatum of no 
increase whatever over the present 
license rate, the society saw no way 
out of the impasse other than to 
deal direct with individual stations, 
Following the turndown by the 
NAB executive hoard of the music 
men’s agreement to accept a com- 
promise offer of $1,250,000 in roy< 
alties for the period extending from 
this past June 1. to September 1, 
1933, with the contract limited to 
that 15 months, the society decided 
to revise its bill of demands. From 
now on it will only negotiate with 
the NAB reps on the basis of a 


fective through 1933, 4% over the 
1934 season and a tilt to 5% for 
1935 and the remaining years there 
after. 
Sustainings OK 

On its original offer to shave 
down the tax on the sustaining end 
of broadcasting the Society plans 
no change. During the early across< 
the-table sessions the broadcasters 
had argued that there were scores 
of smaller stations to whom the 
license fee even as it stood, was too 
onerous. All right, was the musie 


(Continued on Page 42) 


‘My Twin, Joe’ Plug 
For Campaign Aid in 
U. S. Senatorial Race 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Showmanship, via the ether route, 
has entered the political arena here 
to promote the candidacy of Cona 
gressman Joe Crail for U. S. Senaa 
tor on the Republican ticket. 

Piug take: the form of a daily 
program, ‘My Twin, Joe,’ broadcast 
over KNX, with no mention of pola 
itics or of Crail as a candidate. 

‘My Twin, Joe’ nightly dramatizes 
chapters of the candidate’s biog- 
raphy by Charles Crail, brother and 
Superior court judge here. 

An incident in the Spanish-Amer« 
ican war was emphasized in one 
broadcast to line up the arid vote, 
the story relating that Congress<- 
man Crail had refused to obey his 
ofiicer’s command to act as bare 
tender at the canteen. To top this 
refusal, the officers, at Crail’s be- 
hest, did a Carrie Nation, wielding 
the axes on the encampment’s bag 
and trimmings. 


NBC OPTIONS AUSTIN; 
DROPS SIMS, BAILEY 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Gene Austin’s option was picked 
up by NBC last week for another 
13-week period. Tenor, for years 
Victor’s No. 1 recording artist, has 
been a sustaining program. out of 
Chicago for the past three months, 
Altnough not yet attracting a com- 
mercial, NBC attributes this to the 

summer and rates Austin as ‘hot.’ 
Ry iaceaey NBC dropped Lee Sims 














nd Hlomay Bailey, whose options 
came up on the same date. Team is 
one of the oldest acts in Chicago 


radio. They were unsponsored. Op- 
tion called for a salary boost which 
NBC didn't want to pay. 





10-year contract, with a 3% tax ef< 
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Little Bits from A 
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Tom Gerun is the new dance pur- 
veyor from the Hotel New Yorker 
over WEAF, and okay, too. Gerun 
is from ’Frisco and has dished up 
dansapation in all corners of the 
country so his snappy stuff is no 
more than to be expected. 

Just preceding on WOR, Jolly Co- 
burn’s smooth dance music from 
the Milton Point Casino at Rye is 
of the calibre one would expect from 
an exclusive membership club. 
Which raises the question what bal- 
lyhoo does a membership club want 
via the ether, or is it just for insti- 
tutional purposes? 


Latest of the Tom Probert-Paul 
Titus biographical series, ‘Catherine 
the Great,’ over “VMCA, revealed a 
girl obviously new to the medium 
and with a tendency to overact the 
emotions. Voice registered impres- 
sively and sympathetically at those 
points where the more frail sides 
of the Czarina’s character were 
portrayed. Reading of the lines 
here showed some understanding of 
the subject and an appreciation of 
the highlights that the authors of 
the radio version were trying to 
get over. 

Harry Carlson, the program's di- 
rector, filled in acceptably as the 
narrator, while Elmo Russ added 
much to the coloring of the dramatic 
unfolding with his well arranged or- 
gan accompaniments. Lots of pains- 
taking effort indicated by this pro- 
duction, but whether there is a large 
and patient enough audience for this 
slice of pretentious culture to make 
it worth while is another question. 
Runs a half hour and starts wear- 
ing after 10 minutes or so, despite 
the nimble pacing of the dialog and 
acting. 


Stanco’s ‘Big Time,’ NBC, seems 
to be fast slipping into the dol- 
drums. Lacks the old punchy drama 
and comedy and all around corking 
production that once gave it stand- 
out rating. Most of the gags now 
have a futile air about them and 
the situations have become point- 
less. 

-Looks as though the commercial 
has done a flock of tinkering with 
the show, none to its benefit. Among 
the product’s turned out by the 
bankroller is Flit, and under the 
new policy the insecticide must in 
some way be worked into the plot 
and be repeated over and over again. 
Latter intrusion in time reaches the 
nuisance stage, and with that there 
has been added a limerick contest. 

‘All this session needs is a few 
more shots of Fiit to lay it com- 
s pletely low. 


Astutest of the juve letter baiters 
is Uncle Don on WOR. Shows a 
keen conception of the finer twists 
of child psychology and makes use 
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of them. His late afternoon session 
is now being bankrolled between 
the Greenwich Savings Bank 
the New York distributor 
sicles. 

Uses the old gag of reading off 
the kid writers’ birthdays and hands 
them the usual chatter about tend- 
ing to their lessons, obeying their 
parents and cutting out such habits 
as sucking their thumbs and biting 
their fingernails. Mentions names 
and places of some of these delin- 
quents, indicating that he draws a 
degree of mail quota from the par- 
ents themselves. Latter is con- 
firmed by the tipoff given the birth- 





day celebrants that they'll find their 
presents in a certain spot around 
the house. 

Keeps the commercial intrusion 
down, usually mentioning it only 
twice and briefly during the quarter 
hour. Latest exploitation angle is 
getting the kids to save their Pop- 
sicle sticks for admittance to Luna 
Park, Coney Island, on a specified 
day. Ten sticks, he tells them, will 
gain them entry gratis. 


In summer, when the commercials 
are scant and the empty niches on 
the schedule must be filled, the net- 
works go giddy and embark upon 
stunts that invariably turn out a 
pain to those unwary enough tv tune 
in. Especial case in point was the 
Announcers’ Revel put on by NBC. 
Most of the warbling by these 
credit readers turned performers 
was brutal, and that’s putting it 
mildly. Exception was some of the 
ensemble vocalizing, but when the 
boys went solo the impression con- 
veyed was the network could at 
least boost of a fine representation 
of whisky tenors, rye baritones and 
beery bassoes. 

Howard Claney and John S. 
Young went in for a bit of Shake- 
speare, picking on an excerpt from 
Shylock, and the way Young tore 
into his part was enough to rate him 
among the world’s worst actors. Ed 
‘Thundering’ Thorgensen raced 
through a comedy monolog as 
though he were reading a 15-minute 
commercial plug that had to be got 
through in a third that time. Sad 
stuff, and it lasted a half hour. 


Frankie .Masters on an NBC 
hookup via WJZ, New York, from 
a Chi pickup from the Hotel Martin 
there, dishes up his dans:pation in 
the somewhat novelty course of a 
musical menu. It’s as good a skel- 
eton presentation idea as any, and, 
because of its culinary analogy, 
lends itself well for mixing up spicy 
tunes with less jazzy numbers. 
Masters builds his stuff up well 
thusly, and it all combines for an 
effective dance program. 


Simultaneously for 15 minutes 
from the Glen Island Casino, N. Y., 
Ozzie Ne‘son, who is being given a 
dinner p riod as well as his late 
hour sessions, does his stuff in a 
smoother manner, not unlike the 
Lombardos style. 

Nelson all of a sudden will come 
into the public consciousness as an 
exceptional dance corbinat’.n. He 
has been developing himself nicely 
all along and already is somewhat 
of an institution with the nicer 
young Westchester set. The radio 
grooming over WABC isn’t hurting. 


Radio Tough 


(Continued from page 41) 
only a lucky radio star will 
termine their ethereal fate. 
No System 

There is no systematic means of 
selling new radio talent. It differs 
from any other form of show busi- 
ness. 

RKO and NBC 





de- 


recognizing this, 
this week entered into an agree- 
ment whereby the agents of both 
organizations will cooperate for the 
purpose of facilitating auditions of 
new talent for ether purposes. 

The lowliest vaudeville act could 
find a coffee-and-cake vaudeville 
date and finally be ‘caught’ by some 
agent and achieve worthier spotting 
in a big variety or picture house. 
A skilled actor may troupe it with 
a ten-twent-thirt stock troupe and 
be found out in due time for a 
Bresdway play or pictures. 

With pictures, there’s opportunity 
in plenitude for the screen novice 
|to achieve Hollywood fame through 
the same systematic agency system 
of direct negotiation between mer- 
chandiser and buyer, i. e., the pro- 


and | 
of Pop- | 


course of procedure. The program 
plotting is strictly catch-as-catch- 
can. 

A new program may decide it'll 
be the conventional singer and or- 
chestra, Then somebody thinks 
that comedy would be better. Others 
favor mellerettes, sketches, variety 
| programs or straight bands. Peo- 
|ple can’t be engaged to fit the 
continuity; too often the continuity 
|}must be shaped around the talent. 

Apart from that, there is no cen- 
tral course for talent buying. The 
radio stations themselves may be 
sold on some specialty artist and 
build him up by assigning him a 
15-minute nightly program, such as 
is the current procedure with Sid 
Gary, Cliff Edwards, Gene Austin, 
et a’. An advertiser may tune in 
and determine to sign him up for 








a commercial to be undertaken in 
the near future. 
Figuring Butld-up 

The station’s own commercial 
dept. may go around plugging the 
new singing, comedy or some other 
type of personality whom they've 
been building up. But the adver- 
tiser knows he just can't buy time 
and one singer and hope to sell 
more soap or automobile tires that 
way. It has to be built up some- 
how with more intensive applica- 
tion. 
If it’s a matter of names there 
are still other complications. Maybe 
the program strives for ‘class’ and 
decides that Willie and Eugene 
Howard are too Jewish to achieve 
that, as is an actual episode. Or 
maybe it wants a comedian, such as 
Lucky Strike now does, and so it 
auditions Fannie Brice, Jack Haley, 
Walter C. Kelly (‘The Virginia 
Judge,) and others to replace Bert 
Lahr who L. S. released. But the 
fact that these representative funny 
people have been auditioned and 
that the jury is still out is the best 
answer to the general uncertainty 
of connecting on the air. 


Music Men 


(Continued from page 41) 





men’s comeback, at one of the later 
pow-wows, we'll help these stations 
out by cutting down the sustaining 
tax to a nominal figure and shift the 
load to the commercial side of their 
operations. On this basis, continued 
the music men, if these stations do 
business we'll get our just share 
and if they don’t their loss will be 
ours, 

During these sdme palavering ses- 
sions the representation on the 
music men’s side of the walnut had 
suggested that the broadcasters per- 
mit them to levy the commercial tax 
upon the. station’s or network's 
clients direct and collect from them 
accordingly to the numbers used 
on each program. Radio men unan- 
imously rose in heated _ protest 
against the idea, arguing that it 
eontained too many risky elements 
to even give it consideration. 


Direct With Advs. 

Tin Pan Alley seems more 
strongly than ever in favor of this 
mode of taxation and may yet re- 
sort to it, if negotiations with the 
individual station operators do not 
turn out satisfactorily and a pro- 
longed fight with the broadcasters’ 
association appears in prospect. 
the radio disc phase of the business 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation is getting its fees direct 
from the advertisers or through 
their agencies, with the music levy 
calculated per copyrighted or re- 
stricted number used. 

At the next meeting of the ASCAP 
board of administration it will con- 
sider the proposal, previously 
tabled, of notifying stations through- 
the country on Aug. 22 that effective 
with Sept. 1 they will be forbidden 
to use any compositions controlled 
by the society, unless a new permit 
has been issued them or that they 
already approached the Society for 
that purpose. Warning will stress 
the penalty of $250 per infringement 
allowed the copyright owner under 
the federal law. 

Tin pan alleyites are looking for- 
ward any dey to the release of a 
national propaganda blast against 
them from the brodcasters camp. 
Publicity alone the lines that will 
charge the music industry with try- 
ing to deprive the people through 
a monopoly or trust of music that 





ducer, 

But this hasn't 
' (with the exception of this 
| recent RKO-NBC pact). An agent 
} must sell an agency. The ad agency 





himself or (such are the 


' wife or children and see what they 
| think of this or that artist 








' At no time there a 


is 





peculiar 
| ramifications of radio) the advertiser 
j may have to take counsel with his! spokesman for them in getting their 


obtained in radio | 
very | direction of Oswald F. Schutte, who 


specifie 


is justly theirs is generally known 
to be in preparation under the 


j}has been retained by the NAB as 
grand marshal of the radio forces. 


must sell his client, the advertiser. Understanding between him and the | 
The advertiser then has to be sold | association's leaders is that they are | 


the press and 
the 


|to do no talking for 


| ‘ 
that he is to act as 


| P 
case to the public. 


Schutte’s entry into the situation 


uncovers an interesting sidelight 


\ 


In | 


exclusive | 


Postum Cereal goes on CBS Sept. 
°3 for 13 weeks worth; every day 
for 15 minutes. 

Primrose Seamon, vet from bur- 
ley and vaude, doing an act over 
WRNY, New York. 

Arthur Tracy claims he went 
warbler because he got 4 cramped 
neck from playing the violin. 


G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NBC 
publicizer, has shifted his week-end 
relaxing grounds to Staten Island. 


Harry C. Whitehili, owner of 
WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., has been 
authorized to increase power from 
50 to 100 watts. 


All three Funnyboners, Dave 
Grant, Gordon Graham and Bunny 
Coughlin, hail from Boston and 
graduated from the same college. 

Lucille Lendin, now unlimbering 
her soprano before a WRNY, New 
York, mike, came fronr vaudeville 
where she played in several better 
time flash acts. 

Dorothy Holmes, formerly in 
stock, planning a comeback via ra- 
dio. She has teamed with Gertrude 
Drinkwine Rich of Syracuse, N. Y., 
from legit and pictures. 

Columbia Wholesalers, which 
m.ans the Columbia radio, phono- 
g-aph, records, refrigerators, and 
cleaner, goes on CBS on Aug. 15 for 
26-week stretch of 30-minute pe- 
riods. 
Ned Wayburn and Meyer Davis 
collaborating on musical comedy 
broadcasts depicting rise of Ameri- 
can musical comedy; Wayburn to 
direct script and Davis on the mu- 
sical direction. 
Jim Cornell, announcer, is the 
latest member of WGY’'s staff in 
Schenectady to be bitten by the 
matrimonial bug. Cornell said ‘I do’ 
with a non-pro at Scotia (a suburb 
of Schnectady) a few days ago. 

Carmen Ogden broadcasting the 
international yacht races on board 
another yacht over WHAM, Roches- 
ter, N. Y., became seasick. Forced 
to lie down on deck, she had the 
mike adjusted to the new position 
and told listeners all about it. 

Alphonse J. Sigl, Rochester, N. Y., 
‘Times-Union’ news _ broadcaster, 
made a deputy sheriff of Livingston 
county after his broadcasts .aided 
the sheriff twice in investigations. 
Sheriff O. J. McLaughlin sent the 
badge with a letter of appreciation. 

Dailey Paskman, who had the 
controlling interest in WGBS, New 
York, before Hearst took it over and 
changed the call letters to WINS, 
has gone into the business of sta- 
tion representing, program building 
and artist booking for the ether. 
Calls this three-way enterprise Dai- 
ley Paskman and Associates. 

Kay Manning, vocal soloist at 
WNBS, New Bedford, Mass., had 
an attack of stage fright when, at- 
tired in a bathing suit, she appeared 
on the stage of the Olympia in a 
beauty contest. Her embarrass- 
ment was due to the fact that all 
the other contestatn<cs wore evening 
Upon her discovery, she did 
act. 


West 


gowns. 
a vanishing 





King Sisters on KSL nightly. 

KSL new 50 kw transmitting sta- 
tion building nearing completion. 

Binge Crosby.on a two weeks’ deep 
sea fishing trip off the coast of 
Mexico. 

Tom Brenneman back in L. A. 
after closing with NBC in the east. 
Probability he'll go KNX. 

Bill Goodwin, formerly of KFRC, 
San Francisco, switched to KHJ's 
announcing staff at Los Angeles. 

KDYL sends Harry Guss to 
Olympics as correspondent to sup- 
ply daily news matter over private 
printer telegraph to station, 

Jake Rosenstein, former p. a. at 
the RKO-Hillstreet, now assistant 
to Tommy Lee, manager_.of the Don 
Lee-CBS artists bureau here. 

Stephanie Diamond, WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, burg’s only girl announcer, 
leaving for a couple of weeks in the 
big town and at the seashore. 

Dottie Lawson, of Lawson Sis- 
ters, and Pete Weldy, band leader, 








It was Schutte who, as chief propa- 
ganda agent for the indie radio 
'manufacturers in their battle to 
break the alleged RGA patents 
monopoly, organized the 
Association for Radio Education 
to apprise the American public 
of the set makers’ grievances. 
Reported that because he had been 
so successful in promoting the battle 
that forced RCA’s agreeing to pool 


| 


American ! 
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both airing over WCAE. Pj 

had the knot tied ae eee 
Jim Hays, former announcer but 

more recently production manager 

at WCAE, Pittsburgh, is leaving to 

g0 with KDKA as a time salesman, 


Si Steinhauser, radio ed Pitts. 





burgh ‘Press,’ vacationing for two 
weeks, with his column being guest 
conducted by a different air 5 m4 
daily. ee. 

Phil Lasky, KDYL 
throws away golf clubs and 
_KLO, Ogden, managed by Karly 
Glade, KSL manager, applies ta 
Radio Commission for permission to 
move to Salt Lake City. 

Dog races in Salt Lake denounced 
editorially, although Tribune carrieg 
adv. Racing association sponsors 
nightly radio sports tabloid on 
KDYL, and announcements on KSI. 


director, 
quits. 


ws 


South 


Jerry Cummings, New York 
singer, now on WHAS staff, Louis- 
ville. 

A tentative permit granted to 
Britt Rogers for a station at Tupelo, 
Miss., by the Federal Radio Com- 
mish. 

Dick and Bob, Marietta, Ohio, ra< 
dio team from stations WAILU, 
WWVA, WALR, now appearing 
over WHAS, Louisville. 


Davidson Taylor, WHAS ane 
nouncer, and radio ed of ‘Courier- 
Journal,’ returned from vacation. 
Dan Thompson, radio ed of ‘Times,’ 
subbed for Taylor during his abe 
sence. 

Charles (Pip) Luke, basso sing- 
ing under the name of Tiny Tim 
Tiller, made debut over WHAS, 
Louisville, after tour of Fastern 
stations and try in radio satire that 
flopped on Broadway. 

Boyd Martin, drama editor Louis- 
ville ‘Courier-Journal,’ to direct se- 
ries of four police dramas during 
August. Plays are by L. K. Siggins, 
former p.a. for Detroit Police De- 
partment. Players for series drawn 
from local amateur groups. 

Earl Richard, radio violinist, en 
route to Indianapolis, was killed in 
automobile accident at Speed, Ind., 
and Louis Staebler, violinist, ex- 
member of Rialto theatre, Louis- 
ville, orchestra, who was released 
when he resented an actor’s ragging 
him, was injured with Richard. 

WHAS making money on com- 
mercial political bills last week as 
Senator Alben W. Barkley and op- 
ponent Senator George B. Martin, 
candidates for Democratic nomina- 
tion for Senate, and John Y. Brown, 
candidate for Congress, opened 
campaign over Louisville station 
for famous old Seelbach. 
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these patents, RCA execs themselves | 


had recommended him for the job to 
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CHIC SALE and Max Steiner’s Or- 
chestra 

*Hollywood on Air’ 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


In the RKO ‘Hollywood on the 
‘Air’ series, the premiere of ‘Back 
Street’ (Universal) at the Carthay 
Circle, Los Angeles, was the big 
ballyhoo of the half hour which 
emanated from w. A. at 8.15 p. m. 


but which didn’t hit the east until 
12.15 because of the time difference. 

It’s in evidence, to begin with, 
that RKO’s air plugging (at M. H. 
‘Aylesworth’'s direction) is not to be 
confined to the RKO studio but to 
friendly confreres such as U, whose 
product is 100% sold to RKO. 

In between the plugging for the 
picture with the somewhat gushy 
hooey about all cinemaland turning 
out for this gala. opening, Chic Sale 
did his stuff entertaingly, also plug- 
ging Homer Croy’s novelty book of 
epithaphs, ‘Last Word,’ with a 
teaser offer for a circulation check- 


up. 

A still sprightlier feature was the 
breezy Hollywood Tatler who 
chattered about film personalities, 
the Olympics, mentioned the Dave 
Selznicks’ blessed event, slipped in a 
plug for Par’s Marx Bros. picture, 
*‘Horsefeathers,’ etc. This is a good 
feature and could go on alone. The 
idea is a bit better than was the 


material and delivery, but they 
weren't too bad. 
Something happened to Max 


Steiner’s heretofore excellent or- 
chestra. He played very loosely and 
came through with wide-open or- 
chestrations, lacking punch or nov- 
elty. 

RKO still needs a better period if 
the east is to afford it a concen- 
trated listening public. That 8.15 
start on the Coast misses too many 
people by the time it hits the east 
after midnight. Abel. 


JOHN ERSKINE 


jfalks 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

Critics, tapping radio’s armor for 
flaws, have found one of its princi- 
pal weaknesses on the informative 
side in that few air speakers serve 
listeners mental fodder which is not 
stale, or do it without being dull. 
John Erskine seems to be an excep- 
tion; he is an intellectual who has 
something to say, and says it in 
sprightly fashion, 

The Columbia University pro- 
fessor, novelist and critic gives a 
five-minute tulk once a week on 
Generai Electric’s ‘Circle’ noon 
broadcast. Speaks on such subjects 
as love, culture, style, etc., avoiding 
personalities. His manner is con- 
versational, almost casual; his style 
fs epigramatic. Beneath the light, 
frothy surface of his remarks there 
are many kernels of sound truth, 
bits of wise observation. 

‘It is probable that some listeners 
consider the urbane Professor Er- 
skine affected, his speech obviously 
being that of a highly educated, 
cultured gentleman. Too, he may 

‘over their heads,’ though he 
tries to avoid this pitfall. The more 
discriminating, however, will wel- 
come Prof. Erskine’s mike appear- 
ance, even though they be under 
commercial auspices. They’ will 
agree a spot should be reserved on 
the air for speakers of his caliber. 

Copies of his talks are offered to 
dialers. Jaco. 


THE MELODIERS 
Fred Kuhly, Claude Reese, Taylor 

Buckley, Charles Roberts, Leith 

Stevens 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 

Quintet formerly moved in radio 
circles under the moniker cf the 
Four Clubmen. What they’ve now 
set out to do with the connivance 
of CBS on a sustaining plan is to 
introduce a new style of comedy for 
ether quartet. And the way they 
started out on their initial airing 
under the revised tag indicated they 
were going at it with more vigor 
than understanding of what might 
likely pass for comedy over the 
ether. 

Idea is oke, but the application is 
grating upon the eardr ims. For 
instance, in framing the motif or 
cue-in for ‘That’s What I Like 
About You,’ the foursome went in 
for a lot of moisy chatter and back- 
slapping with each in turn using 
the song title for a gag line of their 
unseen katzenjammers. Stuff might 
have been impressive from the side- 
lines but as it came out of the 
loudspeaker it was just so much 
sound and fury. Same applied to 
their comedy build-up of a subse- 
quent number, ‘Take Me Back to 
Colorado,’ in which the boys re- 
sorted to the old tenderfoot gag and 
added to the pandemonium with 
pistol firing sound effects. Also 
heavily overdone was their intro- 
duction to a Dixie spiritual. 

But when the boys finally get into 
their harmonizing it’s the real stuff, 
rich blending of harmony with an 


interpretation distinctly their own. 
Everyone of the arrangements 
served on the debuting program was 
a thing of distinction, revealing a 
hand thoroughly conversant with 
the finer possibilities of male har- 
mony. 

Pure harmony is this quartet's 
metier, and unless they can improve 
their comedy material they would 
be better off laying off the comedy | 
attempt, Odec 


PRINCE OF WALES 
with President LeBrun 


Thiepval, France 
WGN, Chicago 

Another’ international pick-up. 
Better engineering, but still a flop 
because so far below the standards 
of presentation the American pub- 
lic is accustomed to. What is 
chiefly missed is the reliable an- 


nouncer-commentator to thread the 
events together by description of 
who and what. 

In the Columbia studios on this 
side an American announcer affirms 
that Thiepval, France, is on the 
other end of the kilocycle and that 
the Prince of Wales and President 
Albert LeBrun of France will speak. 
But in Europe, beyond placing a 
microphone in front of. the dais, 
ncsghing is done to make the oc- 
casion either intelligible or interest- 
ing to people on distant continents. 
The scene is never set and the color 
of the gathering is not even sug- 
gested. Between speeches, prayers, 
music, are long gaps of silence, 
something unknown in American 
broadcasting. 

The program came through quite 
well. No static, and while possess- 
ing that far-away faintness, there 
was still sufficient tonal volume to 
hear distinctly. So this interna- 
tional pick-up started with a lot 
most of the similar programs from 
time to time have not enjoyed. 

Just why the American networks 
are so devoted to programs of such 
unreliability can be explained sole- 
ly on political or publicity grounds. 
After all, it means something to 
WGN, for example, to advertise the 
Prince of Wales. Land, 





WALTER MILLS 

Baritone 

ne ; 

W MAGQ, Chicago 

Walter Mills was a last-minute 
substitution for another and better 
known singer on Tuesday’s (2) na- 
tion-wide hook-up on behalf of the 
Civic Concert Bureau, NBC affili- 
ate. Mills over the air is a sleep- 
inducer, a calibrater-shifter. His 
voice is flat, dreary, lumbersome. 
Which made all the _ glowing 
things L. J. Olier of South Bend, 
Ind., had to say about the Civic 
Concerts Bureau sound a bit hyper- 
bolic. Olier is a business man and 
head of the music committee that 
brings Civic Concert attractions to 
the Notre Dame county seat. He 
was speaking by invitation to give 
other communities some dope on 
the practical advantages and prob- 
lems of underwriting the NBC sing- 
ers ‘in person.’ 

In referring to the history of the 
movement, Olier alluded to Dena 
Harshbarger’s ‘idealism’ in wishing 
tq bring concert stars to the sticks. 
Miss Harchbarger is a midwestern 
impresario who runs the Civic Con- 
cert Bureau as NBC’s partner. Use 
of such expressions as ‘idealism’ in 
connection with profit-making pro- 
motions is typical of the sort of 
hokum that the concert world gives 
out. Typical but dangerous, for some 
people dislike mixing ‘idealism’ and 
mazuma and react violently to this 
sort of sales presentation. Land, 


HENRY BURBIG-JEFF SPARKS 
Variety 
15 Mins. 
WOR, Newark 
Burbig is a pioneer radio come- 
dian who, with a Milt Gross deliv- 
ery, somehow never clicked commer- 
cially. He was a bit ahead of the 
‘Goldbergs’ bandwagon, or some- 
thing. Anyway, then, as now, it 
wasn't considered sufficiently ‘high 
class’ for de luxe radio commercial 
sponsorship. 
Burbig recognized this evidently, 
judging by his change of style, ex- 
cepting when, as in this partnership 
with Jeff Sparks, he essays a dialect 
number, such as ‘Jake the Plumber.’ 
This continuity is motivated by a 
‘let’s peep over the transom’ plot, 
with an eerie, melodramatic delivery 
a la the mystery mellerettes, as they 
peek in and hear a hebe comedian, 
a blues strongstress (Jean Carroll, 
in this case), et al. 
It’s a n‘ce variety idea that could 
go commercial in toto. If not, at 
least it’s keeping the boys on the 
air and in the microphonic —_" 
e . 


CLAY BRYSO ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music 

Blackhawk Cafe 

WGN, Chicaco 

Four and five-piece orchestras, 
generally seasonal in membership 
as they are in their majcr appear- 
ances, may suffice during the hot 
weather on the actual premises. It 
allows the cafe to adhere to its 
dancing policy. However, on the 
radio it’s something else. This 
bunch sounded pretty bad. 

Late at night the owls who tune 
in may or may not be fastidious, If 
they are, it’s generally too bad, even 
at the height of <he season, for the 





pickings after midnight are apt to 
be wheezy and °-yearison.-. Bryson’s 
aggregation is the sort that leaves 
everything to the saxophone. It 
gives an effect of emptiness and 
missing instrumentation and every 
sour note sounds like a _ hiccough 
fat a tea party. There's no ignor- 
| ing it. 

Few listeners will keep WGN 
t tuned in, Land, 


JAY C. FLIPPEN’S Flippancies 
With Freddie Rich, Helen Nugent, 
Charles Carlisle 
Sustaining 
WABC, NEW YORK 


A commercial looking for or in- 
terested in knowing how one of 
these things should be staged for 
the ether doesn't have to go far. Here 
it is bundled up and the whole thing 
running as smoothly as ever con- 
fected by a flash act producer, It's 
got pace and verve, warbling of a 
first-rate order, an m. c. with the 
comic touch for the ether, though 
he’s obviously still groping around, 
and dance music by a leader that 
knows how to produce it. 


Debuting program didn’t allow 
Flippen much time for his drolleries, 
but what he did passed certified 
muster, despite his occasional pull- 
ing of one long ago laid to its rest 
among the Joe Miller tomes. But 
these spasms being network radia- 
tions, it is quite possible that in 
divers hinterland points the chest- 
nuts may still be capable of bowling 
them out of the fireside rocking 
chairs. Flippen before the mike 
makes heavy use of that ingratiat- 
ing southern dialect. Only trouble 
here is that its thick overdressing 
may confuse on the color identity 
for those who have yet to see or 
know of the Flippen in person. With 
time and experience the Flippen 
personality, judging from the initial 
proadcast, has good chances of reg- 
istering over the air as it has across 
the footlights. On the singing end 
he fared tiptop from the start. Here, 
as a matter of fact, is his ether 
forte without half trying. 


Routining of this show had Helen 
Nugent, Charles Carlisle and a 
quartet perfectly placed and ac- 
coutred with types of compositions 
that brought the best out of them. 
Louis Dean, the announcer, did a 
straight for Flippen, and palming 
eff the job to complete satisfaction. 
Only thing left out was the name 
of the staff producer responsible 
for putting this one together. Odec. 


BILL AND HENRY 
Singing, Comedy Patter 
COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Team comprises Al Cameron and 
Pete Bontsema, who came east from 
Chicago a couple of months ago to 
help Westinghouse sell irons to 
housewives. They’re on an early 
afternoon schedule, alternating be- 
tween WJZ and WEAF daily, and 
doing a nifty job 

These lads plugged along for 
years on the Chicago outlets, carv- 
ing out and developing their own 
style of comedy and harmony act. 
To the midwest the tag of Al and 
Pete means something, or at least 
it did when they pulled out for New 
York, and it is also quite probable 
that through a sucession of network 
commercials the name must have 
filtered into the memories of lis- 
teners hereabouts. -With this nu- 
cleus in their favor, it is to wonder 
why the commercial had prevailed 
upon the boys to change their ether 
monikers for local purposes. 

Duo are adept as ever in whip- 
ping over a trick comedy ditty with 
telling effect. Also in weaving in 
bright bits of chatter between the 
warbling numbers. Drolleries with 
rare exceptions cue up nicely to the 
lyric that follows, a knack that few 
of their type of ether act can lay 
claim to. 

Session they’re now on is inclined 
to overstuff the commercial credit 
and plugging. Unless soon curbed 
they’ll find it reacting to their dis- 
advantage. Like a mess of other 
bankrolled shows currently heard 
locally, the program is making use 
of a limerick contest to obtain a 
mailing list as well as finding out 
whether they’re listening. In their 
anxiety to put the stunt over the 
boys have got into the habit of 
dragging it into their chatter inter- 
ludes too frequently. Otherwise it’s 
a neat package of entertainment 
ihat will not only hold but build as 
it goes along. Odec. 





RUBEN LIMITED 

With Norman Alexandroff 
Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 


Although on the air for some time 
this episodic skit, also known as 
‘Pages from Life,’ has failed to 
ripple the smooth surface of local 
radio. Indeed, it’s been a hideaway. 
This is easy to understand when it 
is known that the program gets but 
one airing per week. And even 
more understandable after listening 
to a typical installment. 

Besides being his own author and 
stager, Alexandroff, identified as a 
business man turned actor, plays 
all the characters. There were about 
six in this episode (4) and the task 
of following them was difficult. A 
general hodge-podge of mixed dia- 
lects, phoney pathos, and a general 
lack of direction and the goal spells 
zero. 

It classifies most readily as an 
imitation of ‘Rise of the Goldbergs.’ 
i'There is an effort, forced and un- 
convincing, to paint a sympathetic 
Jewish carpenter named Ruben. He 
is more soft in brain than heart, 
as depicted. His dialect also is very 
uneven in thickness, ranging from a 
full fog to a slight cold. 

A program, in short, to trade in 
for the latest hog reports. Land. 





PLANTATION NIGHTS 
Musical and Narrative 

Mins.; 
COMMERCIAL 
KFi, Los Angeles. 

On the air each Tuesday night 
between 8:30 and 9, this musical- 
talk half hour has been meeting 
with more than ordinary success. 
It’s a presentation by Earle C. An- 
thony, owner of station, in associa- 
tion with 36 Packard dealers of 
California, but sans any semblance 
of advertising propaganda, other 
than a tie-in blurb at the sig. 

Program is devoted to narrative 
and song, with latter provided by 6 
Negro chorus displaying harmony 
and volume. Imaginary locale is an 
old southern plantation where 
darkies come to serenade the owner. 
Much atmosphere of the old south 
is injected, but this becomes weak 
during the narrative portions. 

Musical program is mixture of 
plantation melodies and spirituals, 
all clicking. Introductions some- 
what strained, but show evidence of 
being carefully prepared. From 
listener-in standpoint it’s one above 
Coast average. 


MERCHANDISE MART 
Revue with Ruth Lyons, Songfel- 
lows, Jane Froman, Commodores, 

Roy Shields and Charles Lyons 
Musicale 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 

Intended as a once-weekly Tues- 
day night divertissement, this pro- 
gram is unique in sponsorship and 
purpose. It is intended to sell a 
building and primarily the sponsor 
is concerned with reaching possi- 
bly 5,000 persons in the middle 
west. Those persons are leading 
retail merchants who do their buy- 
ing in Chicago. 

The talent will be different each 
week, with LeRoy Shields’ orchestra 
and announcer Charles Lyons. Ruth 
Lyons and Jane Froman and the 
Songfellows and Commodores pro- 
vided practically no variety or con- 
trast. Two sopranos and two groups 
of male singers, one a _ trio, the 
other a quartet. Possibly the pro- 
gram was hastily assembled and 
will be better cast in future. Not 
that it was bad. Just overdosage. 

Miss Lyons has a classical high- 
soaring voice. She has been on va- 
rious commercials around Chicago 
and is always reliable, although 
there is hardly an instance of this 
type of singer grabbing topnotch 
importance on the air. It’s really 
a concert or operatic voice. 

Miss Froman is referred to in all 
publicity whoopla from NBC and 
invariably by the studio announcers 
as ‘beautiful Jane Froman,’ alluding 
to her person, not her voice. NBC- 
ites who have the advantage over 
the public in appreciating the vis- 
ible personality seem more enthusi- 
astic than the average outsider. 
After a year of sustaining plugs 
galore, extravagant publicity, and 
by all odds the most-photographed 
NBC artist in the west, Miss Fro- 
man hasn’t arrived anywhere in 
particular. She has a well-trained 
voice but it begins and stops there. 
Little warmth or individuality. 

Commodores, Cyril Pitts, Thomas 
Muir, Herman Larsen and Reinhold 
Smith have also been known as the 
Grenadiers and the Fireside Quar- 
tet. Frequent billing alteration 
scarcely accelerates their fame. 
They are very good, have modern 
notions and easily qualify as a 
handy act for NBC to have hanging 
around. Songfellows, unknown, are 
likewise meritorious. Land, 





MAN WHO KNOWS 
Hollywood Gossip 
Sustaining 

KFWB, Hollywood 

Pretense at giving the low-down 

on Hollywood, but in reality a plug 
for Warner Brothers pictures and 
personnel. On for 15 minutes three 
evenings a week. Material is deliv- 
ered in columnist gossip style, but 
all the punch is in the telling rather 
than in the material peddled. 
Very little stuff from companies 
other than Warners gets in, with all 
information being strictly of the 
press agent type and quite harm- 
less. Company brings in reference 
to all its neighborhood deluxers. 
Manner in which Warner celebs get 
the play was manifest in reference 
to a splash opening of Universal's 
‘Back Street’ the night before. 

Joe E. Brown got first mention of 
those attending. Charles Chaplin 
and other outstanders were among 
the also rans in the announcement. 


GROWIN’ UP 

With Emerson Treacy, Gay Sea- 

brook 

Sustaining 
KFWB, Hollywood 

Both Emerson Treacy and Gay 
Seabrook are local legit names, hav- 
ing played together in several Hol- 
lywood cast plays in parts calling 
for the Booth Tarkington type of 
adolescence. They have done simi- 
lar characterizations in pictures. 

‘Growin’ Up,’ a comedy series of 
small town life, written by Treacy, 
is on the air six nights a week on 
15-minute periods. Deais with the 
problems of a couple of 17-year-old 
sweethearts, their jealousies, quar- 
rels and ambitions. Stuff well writ- 
ten, with situations and dialog ex- 
cellently handled. 


Has a local following, especially 


FIFI! DORSAY 
15 Mins.; 
COMMERCIAL 
KNX, Hollywood 

Fifi Dorsay establishes herself as 
an air personality in the first pro- 
gram of a week's engagement at 
Leighton’s Cafeteria, which a few 
months ago started the selling angle 
of ‘see and hear film celebrities and 
eat all you can for 40c.’ 


First of tnis restaurant’s pro« 
grams, by remote control over KNX, 
was a serial, ‘Bringing Up Vivian,’ 
featuring Lew Cody and Vivian 
Duncan, and later Myrna Kennedy, 
Series finished, the cafeteria laid 
off the sight-and-hear material, but 
dropping business brought back a 
resumption for the combined air and 
picture appeal. Miss Dorsay will be 
followed by other picture names. 


She sang a group of French dia- 
lect songs that she has been using 
in stage appearances. She is equally 
effective on the air, helped no doubt 
by the feel that she has an audi- 
ence before her, even though it is 
mainly made up of hinterlanders 
who crowd the restaurant during 
the evening meal hour to get the 
heavy 40c worth. 


Unlike most picture players on 
the air, there was no semblance of 
mike fright. 


Scouts a la Valeniine 





(Continued from page 1) 


had any stage experience and 
whether it would be interested in 
coming into New York on spec, 
promising nothing but an effort to 
get them stage work. 


Air-Minded Agents 


Agents, after they’ve imported 
their recruits, also go after the net- 
works and the :ndependent stations 
for aiditions and an oprortunity 
for a buildup. Both NBC and Co- 
lumbia program departments in 
New York now get an average of 
20 calls a day from these suddenly 
air-minded vaude agents raving 
about some possibility they claim 
to have discovered and asking for 
an audition appointment. 


Many of the bvoking agents have 
made it a habit of hopping to oth- 
er citie:, if it’s not too far away, 
to get a better line on an ether act 
that has impressed them. Several 
have followed their objective 
around from one station to another 
by way of the loudspeaker before 
pulling the personal calling act. 


Case in this connection is Harry 
Lenetska’s relations with the Three 
Blue Spades whom he has under 
his wing at the present time, 
Lenetska first caught the act while 
it was hooked up with low-wattage 
in Pennsylvania. Later he heard 
the harmony trio had moved on to 
WCAU, Philadelphia, a CBS out- 
let. Lenetska listened to them 
nightly on a sustaining schedule 
and when he thought the time ripe 
he nopped into Philly and brought 
the turn back with him, 


Act caught the fancy of the NBC 
program department and it has 
been spotted on a four-nights-a- 
week sustaining ticket’ starting 
last night (Monday). Lew Diamond 
listened in on one of the auditions 
framed for the network and this 
also resulted in the act being 
booked for the Paramount, New 
York, next Friday (19). 


PAGE PYGMALION 


(Continued from page 36) 


statue talking by means of some 
occult power, much too weird for 
audience consumption and when 
she walked down stage that was 
less understandable. Of course 
Sally and Tony get together, Helen 
and mom taking the alr, 

Best known in the cast is Robert 
Emmett Keane, the polished former 
vaudevillian, who stood out. His 
Coates ,upplied most of what was 
diverting in the show. Perhaps he 
inserted something into the script, 
too, and under suspicion is the first 
act curtain line: ‘Its the magoo.’ 
Curtains, by the way, are bad. 


June Clayworth is new and at- 
tractive. Her Sally, was liked even 
though the part itself is spiritless. 
Percy Helton as the playwright was 
either nervous or the director had 
him skouting for two acts. Aline 
McDermott as a matron okay. She 
looked much better in a street cos- 
tume than the evening wrap sported 
for two acts. Claire Whitney, 
Keane's partner does Mrs. Brownell, 
a distinctly unsympathetic part. 
Carleton Young was not a good pick 
for the artist. 
Figures to wither quickly. [bee. 








Irving Mills flew to Cincinnati to 
be on hand for the Duke Ellington 
opening at the Castle Farms. Ef- 
forts are being made to cancel sev- 
eral one nights so that the combo 
may stay beyond the ortgtnal single 








among the team’s legit fans. Miss 
Seabrook’s lisping is especially 
| effective. | 


week, which ends Aug. 14. Don 
Redmond goes into the spot Aug. 29. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


— + --——__ 


Despite the reported excitement among music men in their present 
fracas with radio over broadcasting income, radio is taking the present 
gituation stoically, considering an adjustment necessary but strictly in 
a business way. Radio looks for a settlement of the issues but on a 
atrictly royalty basis, with coming negotiations finally ironing out all 


differences that may exist. 


This attitude is expressed by the highest radio sources although 
privately but may be taken to inditate that while the radio people take 
the matter seriously they are not considering the situation as severe 
as some music people would have it believed. 

* {The reported $1,250,000 annual estimate may be taken as a basis for 
further negotiations with the probability looked for that a compromise 


will come before the month is out. 





Ben Bernie’s brother, Dave, who looks a lot like Ben, but who uses 
the nom-de-ether of Dave Dalton professionally, encountered Roxy and 


M. H. Aylesworth, the RKO-NBC execs. 


Roxy, who knows Ben, mistook 


Dave for the Alma Mater maestro and in turn introduced Bernie, frere, to 


Aylesworth. 


After exchanging pleasantries, Dave, doing straight that he was Ben 
as a matter of courtesy, thanked both execs for their friendly invitations, 
explained that he was booked solid, etc., but observed: ‘However, if you 
really want to do me a favor I wish you'd give my kid brother Dave 
Bernie, who uses Dalton as a professional billing, a break.’ 





New central distribution system 


of the business under direct publishers’ control. 


of popular music will place 90% 
It figures to greatly 


minimize the jobber—the middle-man—whose sole function may be as 
the vendor of the standard issues as the new combine will not stock up 
on anything but the currently moving song publications, 





Tommie Malie, armless songwriter, who hung around the old Water- 
gon, Berlin & Snyder offices in New York some years ago, and who co- 
authored many pop tunes, never had that $100,000 which was journal- 
istically accredited him upon his death in the charity ward of the county 


hospital in Chicago. 





Theodore Celle (pronounced ‘cello) makes him a musical paradox py 
name as he is one of the outstanding harpists in the field, playing with 
the New York Philharmonic and composing for the Boston Symphony 


and.other crack orchestras. 





Well known songwriter was approached by a rival publisher to turn 
out some tunes under a nom-de-plume. 


Songwriter’s own firm found out 
and the burn is on. 


about the attempted double-cross 





Shortage of Detroit 
Music Union’s Fund 
Causes Investigation 


Detrvit, Aug. 8. 


Investigation of the accounts of 
the Detroit Federation of Musicians 
union have disclosed shortages and 
mishandling of accounts running 
into thousands of dollars with the 
officers who retired in April to be 
held accountable. Charges are be- 
ing sifted by a committee of the 
local with course of action to be 
decided on within a week. Charges 
are expected to be made to the 
Michigan State Board of Account- 
ants against the accountants who 
took care of the books in the past. 
Charges are said to include that a 
contingent fund totaling $16,000 was 
used for illegal purposes and loans 
made to officials running into thou- 
sands of dollars without permission 
of the Board of Directors. The old 
general ledger, checks and check 
stubs are missing for the past years. 


Willam Bailey, president for 17 
years until the past April, when he 
resigned and Abe Jacobson, secre- 
tary, were the officials under whom 
the discrepancies appear. 

Of a total of $60,000 loaned by the 
relief fund about 30% was borrowed 
by the officials, one of whom, the 
president, was getting $10,000 a 
year. These loans were made with- 
out interest and also without au- 
thority of the board. There Is also 
no way of determining whether the 
loans were repaid in full or part. 

William. Bailey resigned last 
Spring when the president’s salary 
was reduced from $10,000 a year. 
At the annual election at that time 
W. H. Schmeman was elected presi- 
dent and ordered a complete audit. 

The committee of seven are to 
decide whether criminal action will 
be taken. The charges against the 
accountants will be that they made 
erroneous and incomplete reports. 

About 75% of the members of the 
local are unemployed and may be in 
dire want, hence the loss of funds 
is very seriously taken. 











Steinman Due 


Max Rabinoff is importing the 
Russian maestro, Steinman, to wield 
the baton for his $1 grand opera 
season starting in New York next 
October for 20 weeks and thence in| 
Chicago at the World's Fair. 

Chaliapin recently accused Stein- | 
man of not knowing how to conduct, 
but it got so much press attention | 
it is suspected of being a 
stunt abroad, where it happened. 


De Beck Is Looking for 
Another ‘Barney Google’ 


Billy de Beck’s new comic strip 
for King Features will be tied up 
with a pop song of the same name, 
‘Georgie Lee and Me,’ for DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson. 

As with ‘Barney Google,’ which 
was tinpanalleyized, de Beck will 
collab on the lyric and draw a comic 
title page. 

Another cartoonist gone song- 
writer is Peter Arno for Shapiro- 
Bernstein in a song composed by 
Dick Himber, band booker for Rudy 
Vallee. 


FRENCH ‘CAN’ SAVAGE 
MUSIC BY NATIVES 


Paris, Aug. 1. 








Savage music, recorded in African 
and Asiatic wilds, will soon be pub- 
lished in disc form. Recording was 
done by French explcrers in Nigeria 
and Indo-China, It is now studied 
in the Colonial museum at the 
Trocadero, Paris, and given in re- 
stricted concerts, pending public re- 
lease. 

Establishment of a library of 
about 1,000 records is planned, com- 
prising mostly primitive music. 





Harold Berg East 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Harold Berg has left for Detroit 
and New York. In N. Y. he'll pick 
up his former song writing partner, 
M. K. Jerome, and return to the 
coast with an eye at the studios. 
Pair were at Warners during the 
musical gold rush. 





LIDO LEADS OFF 

Club Lido, New York, will reopen 
the end of this month. Lou 
Schwartz at the helm with name 
attractions and a couvert charge. 

Save for the El Patio and El 
Garron, the couvert became out- 
moded with the depresh, but it’s 
Schwartz’ idea to get the hop on 
the other snoot spots by opening 


|} early. 





NBC AIRS FRISCO SYMPIL 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Local symphony opened its sum- 
mer season at civic Auditorium Fri- 
day night (5) with heavy attendance 
of 6.000 
NBC _ broadcast Sir 
Harty’s concert, first time radio has 


press | put on the musical events from the | knack for novelties. 


auditorium 


Hamilton | 


Ash to Play One Night 
Stands in Dance Halls 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Taking the same 14-piece band 
which he had at the RKO Hill- 
street here, Paul Ash will play the 
dance halls in the Los Angeles dis- 
trict, for one night each. Ten piece 
floor show will accompany. 

Dates in Pasadena, Long Beach 
and Balboa already have been ar- 
ranged, tour starting Thursday 
(11) at Pasadena. 

If venture is successful, former 
m. c. will rotate over a circuit. 


PAR AND METRO MUSIC 
FIRMS’ TIFF OVER TITLE 


Famous Music Co., publisher to 
Paramount, is burned up at Rob- 
bins Music Corp., Metro’s song pub. 
The song title ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
from Chevalier’s yet-to-be-released 
Par picture is the cause of their 
differences. 

Robbins has already issued a 
song of that name, not inspired by 
the Par film, and Famous squawks 
that- it'll jeopardize its own pub- 
lication of the same label. 

Robbins’ ‘Love Me Tonight’ was 
authored by Bing Crosby, Victor 
Young and Ned Washington, and 
was originally published by Young’s 
indie music firm, Lawrence Co., in 
which Irving Mills and Tommy 
Rockwell, the radio-band managers, 
are also interested. Robbins’ de- 
fense is that it took the number 
over from an indie firm several 
months before Chevalier’s songs 
were written by Rodgers and Hart. 
Brunswick has already made a 
Crosby recording of that song. 

Larry Spier, Famous’ head, has 
other views on the subject and has 
referred the matter to the Para- 
mount film attorneys. 


PAVILLON ROYALE 


(GUY LOMBARDO) 


All of Long Island must have been 
at John and Christo’s roadhouse in- 
stituiion Sunday night, with the 
spacious outer garden so packed 
that the overflow hoofers shifted to 
the indoors smaller floor and were 
content to strut their stuff as Guy 
Lombardo’s superb dansapation 
came through the magnavox. Sun- 
days have always been big nights, 
with the professional talent drawing 
the Broadwayites and the usual 
weekenders from the shore spots, 
whereas the Pavillon during the rest 
of the week_is less al fresco and 
more given to conservative patron- 
age from the better north and south 
shore resorts. 

On those nights the customers 
just want to dance, and would, in 
truth, resent any floor show inter- 
ruption. 

Sunday night saw George Givot 
m. cing, with Fowler and Tamara 
whamming ’em with their finished 
ballroom dancing. Win Shaw was 
another paid attraction. As ever a 
looker, Miss Shaw reminds of a 
cross between Kay Francis and 
Helen Morgan, having succeeded the 
latter in the last ‘Follies.’ 

From the _ patronage, William 
O’Neal, the ‘New Moon’ and ‘Desert 
Song’ singer, was called on and was 
equaliy as sensational as the danc- 
ers in the applause barage. O’Neal 
chiefly inspires the thought why he 
hasn’t been signed for the ether. 
That top tenor of his seems a sure- 
fire show stopper. He had to beg 
off after ‘Lover Come Back to Me’ 
and ‘One Alone.’ 

Ted Claire, the film house m. c., 
and Joe Lewis were other volun- 
teers. Lewis, vet cafe m. c., was 
completely defeated by the mike 
stating he can't compete with that 
thing staring in his face. Long 
established as a sure-fire m. c. ina 











more intimate interior, the large 
Pavillon capacity was too much for 
him, Abel. 





TERRACE GARDENS 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

One of the aldest of the Chicago 
cabarets, and still the most attrac- 
tive artistically, Terrace Gardens, 
runs along withort a lot of hulla- 
balloo year after year doing a nice 
substantial business because it pru- 
vides good value at moderate cost. 
It is not a rendezvous for the dia- 
mond stickpin boys. Its clientele is 
composed of young fellows and their 
best girls or older citizens taking 
out the family. They are neither 
saps nor spendathrifts. 

At present the orchestra is headed 
by Frankie Masters, who looks like 
;}a college sophomore, but nas ump- 
teen years of experience as 2 musi- 
cian and an entertainer for Balaban 
& Katz. That schooling gives Mas- 
ters an assurance and poise which 
makes him very much at home in 
|}making announcements and other- 
wise ringmastering the floor show. 
From the picture theatres Masters 
jalso brings an appreciation and 
He keeps the 
bits, 





orchestra up in 





production | 


Central Credit Bureau, Single 
Bill for All Pubs and Uniform 
Price Hoped Music Biz Stimulants 








French Resorts’ Economy 
Hurting All Musicians 


Paris, Aug. 1. 

Musicians are feeling badly the 
penny pinching of the resorts which 
cannot afford this year to go in for 
the same nut as usual, due to 
guests spending less. 

Spas normally running two big 
orchestras are only running a 
smaller one, and there is compara- 
tively more unemployment than 
ever. 


Question If Radio 
Means Anything 
To Sheet Music Sales 


Argument that multiplicity of 
radio plugs means little to the ac- 
tual sale of a song is sustained by 
Witmarks’ ‘Shanty in Old Shanty- 
Town,’ the current No. 1 seller, not 
being among the first 10 most per- 
formed songs, while the others are 
not selling quite as well. Radio has 
helped the following to come to 
prominent attention, as for example 
DeSylva’s ‘It was So Beautiful’ 
which tops the list with 53 ren- 
ditions on the major New York 
stations, but the paradox that 
‘Shanty,’ not among the first 10, 
outsells them all, is food for coen- 
siderable thought to the music 
men. 

In sequence, ‘Beautiful’ last week 
was given 53 plugs over the two 
networks’ stations (WABC, WJZ 
and WEAF), WOR and WMCA. 
These are clocked only as the major 
plugs. ‘Just Another Dream of 
You’ was sung or played 48 times; 
‘If You Were Only Mine,’ 39; ‘Hold- 
ing My Honey’s Hands,’ 37; ‘Palm 
of Your Hand,’ 36; ‘Night When 
Love Was Born,’ 35; ‘Sleep, Come 
and Take Me,’ 35; ‘Banking on the 
Weather,’ ‘Silent Love’ and ‘Hold 
My Hand,’ 33 each. 

That a radio-made hit such as 
‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ has sold 
only 130,000 so far and ‘Silent Love,’ 
No. 2 at that time, only 80,000, is 
causing everybody plenty of con- 
cern. 


Chi Publisher-Baseballers 
Takes Orchs. for 5 Straight 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

An angry rumble of frustration 
has gone up from the dance bands 
of Chicago. Five orchestras, lay- 
ing aside their instruments and tak- 
ing up the baseball bat, have met 
the music publishers’ stalwart lads 
from the Woods building. And five 
times the musicians have eaten the 
bitter dust of defeat. 

With the Publishers on the long 
end the following scores were made 
against these opponents: 

6-4—Charley Agnew Orchestra 
7-3—Carl Shreiber Orchestra 
14-6—Johnny Maitland Orchestra 
10-8—Clyde McCoy Orchestra 

9-4—Carl Moore Orchestra 

Publishers’ team includes: Catcher, 
Irving Schallman (Irving Berlin); 
pitcher, Earl Hayden (Robbins); 
Ben and Jimmy Cairns (Santley); 
Milt Samuels, Jack Perry (Keit- 
Engel); Marty Fay (Shapiro); Joe 
Winston (Feist); Harry Reinhold 
(Witmark); and Jesse Stool (De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson). 

Publishers go up against the Ted 
Weems orchestra next week. 

















and merriment-inducing 
hokum. They broadcast regularly 
over NBC locally. On straightaway 
dansapation the tempo is right and 
the floor crowded. Masters is on 
the boulevard to a new career now 
that “he m.c. thing is a closed chap- 
ter. In a professfonal sense his 
weakness is in being primarily of 
limited reputation. But in Chicago, 
whe-e that reputation is concen- 
trated he’s okay on all points. 
Standing out in the floor show 
wee the Reynolds Sisters, couple 
of cuties with ingratiating person- 
alities. No cover charge and a $2 
dinner, worth the price, and with 
an atmosphere about the place un- 


numbers, 


|} diminished by the years the Terrace 
| Gardens keeps to its own even keel. | 


Land, 








Move among 13 of the leading 
music publishers to merge their 
shipping, bookkeeping and credit- 
rating operations into a_ central, 
cooperative unit has reached the 
organization point. 
Holding corporation to embrace 
these manifold interests has al- 
ready been created and officers and 
the administrative committee 
elected. Only thing now left to 
embark the music industry upon its 
determined attempt to save a fast- 
sinking business, with the elimina- 
tion of the jobber as one of the 
objectives, is the signaturing of 
contracts by members of the com- 
bine and the donation of funds to 
get the unit. going. These matters 
are expected to be taken care of 
at a meeting of the group sched- 
uled for tomorrow (10). 
Corporation has been labelled 
Music Dealers Service, Inc., with 
Edgar F. Bitner (Feist) as presi- 
dent, Buddy Morris (Witmark), 
vice-president Louis Bornstein 
(Shapiro-Bernstein), treasurer, Sol 
Bernstein (Berlin's), assistant 
treasurer, and Bobby Crawford 
(De Sylva, Brown & Henderson), 
secretary. Initial administrative 
board, assigned to the task of over- 
seeing the _ unit’s 
made up of Walter Douglas, Sol 
3ornstein and Bobby Crawford. 
Setup of these administrative com- 
mittees, as now planned, will be 
(Continued on page 46) 


Those Who Buy Records — 
Only Go for the Majors 


Chicago, Aug. 8. . 


What little business is being done 
in mechanicals is by the 75-centers. 
Cheap discs are off more than the 
flossy platters. 

Trade explanation is that it’s a 
question of song versus artist. 
Cbeap records give the buyer a 
song. Standard grade delivers an 
artist. Difference in price seemingly 
means little to those who buy. discs 
today. Poor people can’t even af- 
ford the 25-centers and the 3-for-$1 
bargain-seekers have thinned out. 

Meanwhile the big companies, 
Victor, Columbia and Brunswick, 
instead of feeling any gladness as 
the cheap labels fall by the way- 
side, regret to see the independent 
disc-cutters go out of  businss. 
About 20 labels, most of them gel- 
dom heard of except in jobbing 
houses, have disappeared in the last 
year either through consolidation or 
lack of incentive to continue. 











Frisco’s Doubleheader 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Two local cafe entertainers are on 


tions brought by their wives this 
week. 

Josephine Joan Barr, Strand cash- 
ier, is seeking severance of marital 
ties from Jimmie Barr, charging 
desertion, 

Ethelyn Poe is charging failure 
to provide in papers asking her re- 
lease from Les Poe, former Coffee 
Dan pianist. 
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Dotha Carlson, hairdresser, com- 
plained to state labor commission 
that she is still waiting for week’s 





wages of $50, due last February, 
from Evelyn Brent and husband, 
Harry Edwards. 

Theatre and Music Guild, which 


failed to open ‘Rose of Flanders’ at 
the Mason, target of a $71 wage 
complaint brought by two seam- 
stresses. 





Municipal Court awarded South- 
ern California Telephone Co. $55 in 
suit against William Desmond that 
was won by default. 





James Fidler, press agent, trying 
to collect $230 he says due him at 
$150 a month from Arthur Lake for 
keeping his name in public prints. 
Filed Municipal Court suit. 

Seeking to recover electric re- 
frigerator sold on time, George Bel- 
sey Co. brought a Municipal Court 
suit against Tudor Williams, singer. 








H. G. Coulter trying to collect a 
$170 note, originally made for two 
weeks in 1929, from Warren Millais, 
occasional legit producer, by Mu- 
nicipal Court route. 

Through an assignee, L. A. Scenic 
Co. suing Rissio Opera Co., which 
produced grand opera, ‘Rissio,’ at 
Shrine aud. several months ago for 
$240 unpaid rental. 








Hoot Gibson sued in Municipal 
Court on a $95 bill owed to Hepner, 
Inc., wig maker. 





Irvin W. Willat brought suit 
against Title Guaranty & Trust Co. 
to force it to buy $1,350 worth of 
trust deeds he holds on property 
TG&T purchased. 





Broadway’s first store show in 
many months opened to make a 
cash-in try for Olympic visitors. 
It's a marine museum, so-called, 
with around 200 deep sea exhibits, 


and several lecturers. No gate, but 
a donation is requested on leaving. 





_ State labor commission is prepar- 
ing to bring action against Tansey 
Brothers and Congress Pictures on 
behalf of Barbara Bedford, who 
claims $300 in unpaid salary. 





Dwain Esper has settled his five 
suits against Sunset Pictures, Foy 
Productions, Bryan Foy, Lou Gold- 
er, Lew Seiler, Ben Stoloff and Ar- 
thur Silber out of court. Had asked 
for $10,090 damages on charge he 
was frozen out of Sunset. 

Gene Dabney, sax player, filed 
$51,000 damage suit in Superior 
court against Ward H. Grant fol- 
lowing an auto accident in Hermosa 
a month ago. 











For his share in promoting a 13- 
week Spanish program over KFAC, 
Francisco Olivares, Jr., advertising 
manager of ‘La Opinion,’ Spanish 
daily, has filed a wage claim against 
Fred Miller, former operator of the 
California. Olivares wants $195 at 
the rate of $15 weekly. 





Seeking foreclosure on a Ross- 

more Blvd. apartment house, Cali- 
fornia Mutual Building and Loan 
Association brought suit in Superior 
Court against Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Small and Mr. and Mrs. E. M. 
Asher to satisfy notes totaling $45,- 
000 against the property. 
Also seeking deficiency judgment 
against the defendants in case sale 
of property fails to net amount 
sought. 





Charging that she and _ three 
minor children are destitute in New 
York, Mrs. Martin Freed, wife of Al 
Jolson’s pianist, started legal pro- 
ceedings here through Edward 
Brand, attorney, + ue “ade receiver 
for her husband in California. 

She has been appointed to a 
similar position in New York in 
order to collect from Freed. 








ORPHEUM, DENVER 


(Continued from page 29) 


opposite, make comedy entrance— 
but youngster ‘s quickly pulled from 
cart. Man starts doing rumba, but 
baby persuades him to do a classic. 
Has hard time, due to long legs, 
and gets back to rumba. Mother 
changes to neat yellow shirt and 
blue pajama outfit and does fast 
novelty number including rolla- 
rounds and spins, Baby, with Olym- 
pic stadium background and hurdles 
a few inches high, does a novelty 
dance to kill time. Long legged 
male taps back of head with foot 
25 times in rapid succession, and 
for a close the three put on a 
spirited ‘competition’ to see which 
will get star dressing room. Looked 
like a tie. 

Carlton and Ballew use a piano 
in their act, but not much. Mostly 
chatter. He of a Frankenstein 
type and she makes a good foil. A 
goofy act. 

Willie West and. McGinty, as- 
sisted by two others, offer their 
familiar eccentric act in front of 
unfinished Empire State building, 
pictured on backdrop. The four 
never say a word—don’t need to— 
actions speak loudest. Over big. 

Mitzi Green headlined, and with- 
out half trying. Her impersona- 
tions panicked everyone, and was 
principal reason for large gross of 
week. Closes by saying she prays 
every night she may grow up 
spreading laughter and sunshine to 


everyone. 
Two local girls from the Di 
Gaetano dancing school, Maxine 


Wingo and Rita Harris, m. c. the 
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vaude bill. Introduced next act 
with a bit of song or verse or a 
wisecrack, and did a few dance 
turns of their own. Made the audi- 
ence look with anticipation for the 
act, instead of thinking ‘oh, well, 
this is just another that may be 
not so hot.’ 

With ‘The First Year’ 
screen, bill was a natural, 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 


Final yvaude bill at this house 

lacks a punch headline act and fails 
to carry a wallop. It is fair enter- 
tainment, however, and gets by this 
week because of the feature, ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ (Radio), which is 
held over. 
Opener, Clement Belling, is novel, 
sporting an aggregation of unusu- 
ally well trained dogs. Mixed with 
a bit of juggling, fake magic and 
two dancing girls, act does as well 
as any on the program. 

Al Abbott’s cycle of small-town 
imitations pleased, with the nance 
songwriter bit the best of the lot. 
Joe Herbert and Co. followed. The 
company consisted of three super- 
stooges, a boy who chews a har- 
monica adroitly, dumb dame foiling 
for Herbert and a hoofer. Salty 
humor was different enough to 
gather in an average amount of 
laughs. 

Harrison and Emo, blackface 
team, opened with the usual drawl 
routine and ascended to the best 
laughs of the bill with their dice- 
shooting game. Sepia-tinted blonde 
filed in with pleasing song and 
dance. 

The Bee and Ray Goman revue 
closed, depending on its speedy 
tempo and flashy costumes. Miss 
Goman does well with her clowning, 
but the sole male member of the 
company delivers a weak Ted Lewis 
imitation that is more of a liability 
than an asset. 

Show runs 70 minutes. House 
packed downstairs opening matinee. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 


on the 








RKO STATE LAKE 
CHICAGO 
7 All Star Acts 
DeVITO-DENNY & STEVENS, 
OWEN McGIVENEY, WM & 
JOE MANDEL, and Others 


On the Screen 


“BY WHOSE HAND” 











Current week marks the begin- 
ning of eight weeks, possibly longer, 
for Horace Heidt’s band of home 
town boys who've made good. Also 
it marks what may be construed as 
a gradual ousting of vaudeville and 
inception of picture house enter- 
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tainment. Nut on show is plenty 
heavy, so business has to be good. 

Heidt’s 14 men also take care of 
the pit assignment, doing duty in 
the trench for the five acts which 
precede them. Three local men build 
up the band to 16, with one of 
Heidt’s assistants wielding the 
baton until band takes to the stage 
and three locals drop out. Heidt 
bunch is essentially a stage band. 

Opening matinee ran dangerously 
near the two-hour mark, with all 
acts running full time, a reception 
for Heidt by Capt. Dobbsie and his 
gang of radio entertainers who put 
on a big ‘welcome home’ act for the 
former University of California boy. 
Heidt’s stage interlude was limited 
to four numbers, all healthily re- 
ceived. 

Vaude headlined by Peter Hig- 
gins, who tenored four tunes with 
Frank Dixon accompanying. Hig- 
gins’ sweet voice nearly forced him 
to an encore, but he begged off, 
pleading lack of time. 

Milt Douglas, with an unbilled 
stooge and a girl, copped beaucoup 
laughs. White and Manning with 
Long Brothers, drew more laughs 
with excellent comic dancing. Large 
and Morgner opened show with 
monopedic acrobatic work. Sibylla 
Bowan imitated Garbo, Dietrich, 
Lillie and Helen Wills in deuce spot. 


Col’s ‘War Correspondent’ on 
screen. Business usual house aver- 
age. Bock. 





News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 32) 





dren, one a married man with six 
children and no job. 

June Martin and Babe Raymond 
were both in buriesque. 





Glenn Dillard Gunn, music critic 
of the Chicago ‘Herald-Examiner,’ 
in 2 dull week reported the cultural 
advantages of the Children’s Civic 
theatre ‘on Navy pier. This pro- 
vides an outlet for the show-off 
trends in the juvenile nature. 





University of Chicago will treat 
and feed 300 hay fever sufferers 
gratis. But candidates must be 
major sneezers. Theatres’ cooling 
plants are popular with hay fever- 
ites. 





Sophie Tucker’s $5,000 unpaid 
note to Moe Rosenberg, potent Chi- 
cago Democrat, got into court and | 
print together. Two weeks ago 
Soph refused to discuss the case 
when quizzed by ‘Variety.’ Dailies 
heard about _ it when Balaban & 
Katz, garnished, answered ‘No 
funds.’ 





Cleveland being a tough town in 
which to sell paintings indigent 
artists there held a sidewaik show. 
Curb market, like its namesake in 





Manhattan, was lethargic. Sales 
lagged. 
Herrin, Ill., famed Ku Klux town 


with a bloody past, now has no film 
parlor. Not only was the only one 
closed for lack of patronage, but 
the neighboring town oct Murphys- 
boro is also almost a blank on the 
cinematic map. 





Herbert Souther, 21, a crippled 
orchestra drummer, murdered Mil- 
dred Char, 17, and committed sui- 
cide July 24, Jealousy. 





Peter Weissmuller, brother of 
swimmer-actor, Johnny, was di- 
vorced in Chicago, Wife wanted to 
accept $15 weekly alimony but the 
judge, hearing Pete was in Holly- 
wood to become an actor, said she 
should reserve decision on the $15 as 
Pete might become famous and 
wealthy, too. 

There's a three-year-old daughter. 





Society of Authors and Composers 
rescued the ¢te Tommy Malie, arm- 
less songwriter, from Potter’s Field. 
Malie died in the Cook County hos- 
pital last week. 





Second annual Cook County Fair 
opened at its new lot at North Ave- 
nue and River road, Chicago. This 
was started last year by Democrats 
who demanded to know why the 
farmers could have a fair and city 
folks couldn't. 

Opening day a big tent fell down 
and temporarily smothered a few 
patrons but no damage done. Fair 
will run 10 days. 





English League opera is holding 
auditions and expects to launch a 
season at the Majestic theatre. 
Otherwise Chicago will struggle 
through the winter sans arias. 
Sammy Insull’s scram to Europe ki- 
boshed the Civic venture among 
other things. 





John Boylan, 24, filed suit in 
Municipal Court, Chicago, against 
Lillian Roth for $300 for publicity 
services. Miss Roth thought Johnny 
was just chumming around with 
her. They went swimming fre- 
quently but it was all duty and 
work, according to John. 

Maybe the suit was part of the 
publicity services. The dailies fell 





for it. 


Credit Bureau 





(Continued from page 45) 
changed every three of four months, 
so as to put not too much of a bur- 
den upon any individual members. 

Members of the combine are still 
figuring on launching the central 
shipping unit sometime in August, 
with the selection of branch offices 
in Chicago and Los Angeles al- 
ready under way. Among other 
matters slated to come up at the 
next meeting is the appointment of 
a general manager and _ branch 
managers for the project. 


Cut Overheads 

Idea of the organizing of the co- 
operative combine was founded on 
the desire to eliminate from the in- 
dustry all unnecessary oyerheads, 
to find a way t» economize on the 
non-competitive angles and lay 
lines for the eventual freezing out 
of the middle man (the jobber), 
from the handling of popular and 
standard numbers. Leaders of the 
industry have long ago taken the 
viewpoint that the jobbers have 
long outlived their usefulness and 
have in most cases prey upon the 
business. 

Venture is starting out with the 
plan of adding only one cent to the 
publishers price to cover the cost 
of shipping and general mainte- 
nance, If it is later found that this 
markup can be further reduced the 
benefit will be passed along to the 
combine’s members. Elimination of 
the middle man and servicing the 
dealer direct at prices formerly 
quoted the jobbers, it is hoped, will 
stimulate the retailer's interest in 
the music sheet business. — 


Middlemen’s Uncertainties 


In coming to an agreement to 
enter the central shipping idea, the 
publishers took full cognizance or 
the fact that the jobbers who were 
jobbers in the full sense of the 
word were being gradually wiped 
out. Practically all of those re- 
maining were in dire financial 
straits and were constantly asking 
their publisher credits for bill set- 
tlements at 20c to 40c on the dol- 
lar. 

Again, virtually all the survivors 
were not in a position to extend 
substantial credit to their dealer 
customers, and because of the poor 
service rendered them from various 
angles by the jobbers, dealers by 
the hundreds throughout the coun- 
try had become disgusted and quit 
the sheet business. Publishers now 
hope to reopen these closed outlets 
and to recreate the old interest. 
Operation of the Music Dealers 
Service will eliminate such jobbers 
as Lyon & Healy, Sherman-Clay 
and J. W. Jenkins who were also 
publishers themselves and carried 
on the jobbing as a sideline. As 
for the Plaza Music Co. and the 
Richman Music Supply these too 
are in the publishing business and 
make active use of the servicing of 
dealers with the more popular 
pieces to plug their own numbers, 
usual reprints of non-copyrights. 


Harms Stand 


Of the companies now joined in 
the combine, Harms has _ never 
recognized the jobbers as worthy of 
a special rate and has always 
charged the middleman the same 
price charged the retailer. Under 
the MDS plan the indie dealer will 
be billed the same figure as the 
syndicate stores, with a_ single 
statement covering the tab due all 
the publishers represented in the 
central unit. Latter will maintain 
its own sales department but this 
will in no way affect the continu- 
ance of indiviual sales organiza- 
tions by the 13 member-publishers. 
Service will not be refused the 
jobbers but the price to them will 
not differ a mill from that asked 
from the dealers. All business and 
credit with the MDS, however, will 
depend on the particular jobber’s 
previous debit standing on the books 
of the member-publishers, 
Enrolled in the combine are 
Shapiro-Bernstein, Irving Berlin, 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble, Leo 
Feist, Inc., DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 
derson, Harms, Remick, Witmark, 
Santley Bros., Ager, Yellen & Born- 
stein, Famous, Mills Music and Joe 
Morris. Robbins refused to come 
in a full-fledged member but agreed 
to distribution of its music by the 
central unit on a 90-day trial. 





Witbur Sweatman’s_ orchestra 
aboard the Hudson River Night 
Line’s largest boat, the Berkshire, 
for moonlight and Sunday cruises. 
Sweatman’s unit is the only ace 
newspaper-advertised. 





Solly Violinsky is responsible for 
the lyrics of ‘What a Lucky Break,’ 
which has been accepted by Marlo 
Music Co. 3enny Ryan put the 


Carthay Circle, L. A. 


(Centinued from page 30) 


finale was an all-nation tableay with 
a whirling globe. Acts hampered by 


having work in a stage within a 
siage, set up high behind the or. 
chestra. Lighting good and pro- 
duction not a heavy item in the 
budget. 


Picture is ‘Back Street’ (Univer. 
sal). House sold out several dayg 
in advance for $5.50 opening. Usual 
mob out front was largest this house 
has seen for several years, with 
Olympic visitors predominating, 


EL CAPITAN, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 4. 
Jay Brower is back at the baton 
after two weeks’ vacation, m. c. ‘ing 








Peggy O'Neill’s stage show. Plenty 
of laughs in this well-produced 
frolic, most coming from Brower 


and band, and Masters and Grayce 
latter with their hoke golf act. . 

With a gag version of his vaca. 
tion, Brower, assisted by the 10 mu- 
sickers, continued pulling laughs ag 
2asily as he has during his mara- 
thon run of more than two and a 
half years here. He also handed 
out a taste of other music by di- 
recting ‘William Tell,’ surprisingly 
well received in this naborhood dis- 
trict, where white shirts are saved 
for Sundays. 

Mackay Bros., colored youngsters, 
got over with three numbers. Tal. 

mack and Harris rough-housed and 
Moni White sang. Line of 16 girls 
okay in same numbers as staged by 
Miss O'Neill at the downtown War- 
field last week. 

Mel Hertz’s community sing, pre- 
ceding the stage show, got usual 
healthty response, Picture, Joe 
Brown in ‘Tenderfoot’ (WB). 

Bock. 


NBC Subservient 


(Continued from page 26) 
agents are called upon to file a tist 
of the artists they represent with 
Chester Stratton of the network's 
booking office the first of each 
month, 








RKO Agents Rule 
Agreement states that the NBC 
Artists Service will abide by any 
decision of the RKO board of ar- 
bitration in the event of any dis- 
putes between agents, in the same 
manner as now prevails with the 
RKO circuit. It further provides 
that in every instance where an act 
has been listed with NBC by an 
RKO agent the artists service will 
protect that agent in all negotia- 
tions for the act by an NBC client 
and see that he gets the commis- 
sions coming to him. 

Another point in the understand- 
ing has NBC consenting to make 
available auditions for any acts the 
agents may consider suitable for 
radio. 

Meeting had Maurice H. Rose, 
Arthur Blondell and Harry Romm 
as spokesmen for the agents asso- 
ciation, while George Engels, Wil- 
liam Murray, Chester Stratton and 
Ernest Cutting sat in for the NBC 
Artists Service. 





Century, Buffalo, Drops 
Vaude; Into Hipp in Fall? 


Buffalo, Aug. 8. 

Shea’s Century (Publix) has sus- 
pended RKO vaudeville for the sum- 
mer and will show straight pictures 
until after Labor Day. 

Reported locally that vaudeville 
may go back into Shea’s Hipp this 
fall, 





LETTERS 
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OBITUARY 


D. CONSTANTI 


D. Constanti, 62, owner of Riviera 
theatre here and Liberty theatres in 
Puyallup and Sumner, nearby 
towns, died following a brief illness 
of the flu. Probably best known 
small theatre operator in western 
part of the state. Two years ago 
built a new theatre at Aberdeen, 
another western Washington city, 
which he sold to Warner Bros. be- 
fore he opened it. Survived by a 
wife, son and four daughters, all of 
whom assisted him in the operation 
of his houses. 


; 


JOHN T. SPICKETT 


John T. Spickett, vet minstrel, 
who left San Francisco 35 years 
ago to institute show business in 
Alaska, died in Juneau July 31 at 
the age of 74. 

Spickett returned to Fris:o each 
spring to renew film bookings and 
acquaintaiiceships that began when 
he was doing a blackface act about 
1890. The widow is postmistress 
of Juneau. 


CHARLES GANTZ 
Charles Gantz, 56, a midget, died 
in Los Angeles last week. He was 
well known in show business. Sur- 
vived by three brothers and two sis- 
ters, all normal size. Interment in 

Fairfield, Ia., his birthplace. 


Franz Heinrich Andreas Adel- 
man, 61, violinist and conductor, 
died in Oakland, Calif., sanitarium. 
A child prodigy in Russia, he was 
gent by the German emperor to the 
United States in 1904 to conduct an 
orchestra at the Louisiana exposi- 
tion. Later went to San Francisco, 


S. F. Symphony orchestra, 





Philip Rammacher, 48, trombonist, 


geles. Had been a member of Local 
No. 47 for 20 years, and played with 
the Catalina Island band, 





Alina Cucciantini, radio singer in 
Cleveiand and Schenectady, died re- 
cently at the home of a friend in 
Bedford, O. Had recently been sing- 
ing over a Cleveland station. 

Danie! Herlihy, 65, died at Bar 
Harbor July 29. Old amusement 
promoter and owner of Dreamwood 
| ballroom, 





Jos. H. Chapek, 72, once concert- 
master of the Boston Symphony 
erch., and currently head of a music 
school in Chicago, died there Aug. 1. 


Luigi Gargano, 29, Los Angeles 
saxophonist, died at his home from 
|} gunshot wounds of unknown origin. 





Mrs. Vesta J. 
writer, died July 
(Calif.) Sanitarium. 


Farnsworth, 78, 
28 at Glendale 


Basil W. Herman, 39, news- 
paper publisher at Wasco, Calif., 
died at Soldiers Home, West Los 
Angeles, Aug. 3. Widow and infant 
daughter survive. 


Father of Nate Blumberg of RKO 
died Aug. 2 in Milwaukee of heart 
disease, at 70. Widow and six chil- 
dren survive. 


Mother of Elmer Herling, latter 
with F. & M. unit, died July 27 in 
the middle west. 





RKO Outranked 


(Continued from page 23) 
leadership, RKO will also decline 
from the top in salaries paid. Five 
months of salary slashing has sent 
RKO vaudeville rates almost down 
to the indie booking level, while 
most of the heavy salaried names 
are now playing for the other cir- 
cuits, particularly Loew and Publix. 

Up to now, through the amount 
of time it had to offer, Keith’s and 
RKO had their own way in the stage 
booking business. A route with this 
circuit always took precedence over 
offers from other circuits with the 
acts. During the coming season, 
minus its former edge, RKO will 
have to compete with the field in 
all bookings—a distinct novelty in 
the variety business. 

F. & M.—Loew 

Discussions are reported having 
been reopened for an affiliation be- 
tween the Loew booking office and 
Fanchon & Marco. Current visit 
of Marco, in the east, is reported 
expressly for that purpose, besides 
talking things over. with Spyros 
Skouras. Matter of a deal is known 
to have been talked over between 
Col. Ed Schiller of Loew's, Marco, 
Skouras and Nick Schenck some 
time ago. 

With F. & M. serving Fox-West 
Coast, RKO, Par and Warners, 
completion of any merger’ with 
Loew's would result in a layout 
which would run over 80 weeks in 
playing time. 

Loew's is the only major circuit 
so far not served by F. & M. on 
any permanent basis. 

Fox-Loew Closer 
Under the deal Fox-West Coast 


and Skouras would move closer to | 
what | 


Loew theatre operation but 
the executive line-up would be 
under such an arrangement isn’t 
known. 

F-WC and Loew's would cover 
a combo of nearly 800 houses from 
coast to coast, of which many addi- 


tional spots might be turned over | 


to live talent as booked by F. & M.. 


RKO’s 2612 Weeks 


(Continued from page 27) 





Marco will get one full week, rest 
being halves. 


The F. & M. shows will be, spotted | 


as follows: Full week: Albee, Cin- 
cinnati; half week, Orpheum, Madi- 


s0n; Palace, Youngstown; Rivoli, 
Toledo; Palace, Akron; 105th St., 
Cleveland. 

Palace Is. A? 


Whether the Palace, New York 
eontinues on its present combo pol- 
icy in the fall is as yet open. It 
is proving profitable. under present 
conditions and may continue. In 


the fall the KAO heads have to fig- 
ure in the weekly rental amounting 
to $4,600 which currently is off the 
books. 

Also, with Radio City opening 
late this fall, some _ additional 
including the Palace policy. But 
that’s months off. 

N. Y. and Chi 

Only four wéeks of vaude is 
planned for the N. Y. City territory. 
This includes a full week at the 
Palace, New York, and at the Al- 
bee, Brooklyn. Prospect, Brooklyn, 
will be continued as a break in spot 
on a split week policy. Other New 
York split weeks include the Acad- 
emy and either the Coliseum or 
Audubon. On latter, policy depends 
on pooling deal with Skouras. 

Two Chicago weeks include the 
Palace and State Lake. Two Bos- 
ton weeks include the Keith’s and 
the new Boston. 

Outline of the straight vaude 
time as planned follows: 

Full week: Palace, N. Y.; Albee, 
Brooklyn; Palace, Rochester; Ma- 
jestic, Dallas; Ft. Worth, Orph- 
eum, Minneapolis; Orpheum, New 





Ovleans; Palace, Rochester; Orph- 
eum, Omaha; Palace, Chicago, 
State Lake, Chi.; Main Street, K. 
C.; St. Louis, St. Louis; Orpheum, 
Denver; Keith, Boston; Boston, 
Boston; Palace, Cleveland. 


Prospect, Brooklyn; 
Y.; Audubon = or 
Y.; Keith, Dayton; 
| Keith, Lowell, Mass.; Albee, Proyv- 
| idence; Keith, Syracuse; Palace, 
| Albany; Capitol, Trenton. 
| Half week: Palace, Akron; 105th 
| St., Cleveland; Rivoli, Toledo; 
| Palace, Youngstown; Proctor’s, 
Schenectady. 


Split weeks: 
|;Academy, N. 


| Coliseum, N. 





IA. FAIR’S ACTS 


Des Moines, Aug. 8. 
Iowa State Fair will do a day and 
night circus revue as the grand- 
stand attraction. 
| Acts are: Costi Florescue, Oscar 
| Babcock, Hoaglin’s Equestrian Step- 


|pers, Liazeed,troupe, Honey troupe, 
| Bobby McLean, Shorty Flemm, Mlle. 
Goldie, Happy and Golucky, Foster 


Dancers, Jess Libonati trio, Five 
| Harlequins, Metropolitan Grand 
|}Opera quartet and Prince, Shelton 


and Dean. 


Fort Dodge, Ia., Aug. 8. 
Preston Osborn, carnival attache 
jat the Exposition park, was picked 
'up in an unconscious state at the 
ledge of the lot, suffering from nu- 
merous bruises, cuts and a frac- 
jtured skull, after lying there 
| through the night. 

No apparent trouble, except usu- 
jal rows, about the grounds the 


night before. 


where he was concertmaster of the ! 


died July 5 at his home in Los An- , 


changes may be made in the route | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 8. | 

Ringling Bros. circus succeeded | 
in getting its license for appear- | 
ances here Aug. 22 and 23, after the | 
| state fair board withdrew its Oppo- | 
sition when it found that an old St. 
Paul ordinance made it mandatory | 
| to issue a license there for Aug. 24. 

Fair board had previously op- 
posed the license on the grounds 
that the circus’ appearance so late 
in the season would have an adverse 
effect on attendance at the state 
fair, which opens late this month. 
It also was claimed that when the 
circus was granted the license for 
the late date last year promises 
were made not to bring in the show 
so late in the summer again. 

A point was made, also, that the 
Barnes’ circus, owned by Ringlings, 
had advertised here in July that it 
would be the only circus to play 
the Twin Cities this year. 

In the face of the state fair board 
| Opposition, the mayor came out 
| against the issuance of the license 
and the council license committee 
was divided two to two on the mat- 
| ter, 
| 


EMBALMED WHALES FIND 
"FISH SCARCE THIS YEAR 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Sure money makers last summer, 
the Pacific Whaling Co.’s embalmed 
fish aren’t off the nut so far this 
| year. Company has two on the 
road in this country, one in England 
and three in storage in Pittsburgh. 
Embalming plant at Long Beach, 
Cal., has been inactive this year, 
with the demand considerably be- 
low the supply. 

Mounted on its private car, the 
whale in England has been a disap- 
pointment. It is now at Blackpool 
for the .summer on a guarantee. 
Previous to the Blackpool engage- 














| 


Tacoma, Aug. 8. 
No carnie fcr Puyallup Fair, 
largest of state, this year. Manage- 
ment is signing all concessionaires | 
in separate units and will direct and 
pass on every show or concession. 
Fair pulls from all over state and 
many residents have tried to have 
lawmakers subsidize it as the state 
fair, owing to its pulling qualities | 
and location. 
Most of the concessions for this | 
year are coming from Portland's 
fresh water beach park. 


ANIMAL SHOW HELD UP 
FOR $3,000 IN DUTY 


Paris, July 27. 

100 animals, including over 
one of whom died, are 
starving in their box cars in the 
Strasbourg station. The animal 
company, owned by Cap. Schneider, 
following his previous difficulties, 
had been used in Paris by Jeff Dick- 
son, boxing promoter, in a scenic 
show at the Palais des Sports, | 
where it flopped. 

Booked for Czechoslovakia, they 
were held up at the German border 
due to inability to pay over $3,000 
custom duties. 

Owner is unable to feed them and 
the railroad officials are much wor- 
ried as to disposal of ravenous ani- 
mals, or what's going to happen 
should they break loose. 


Barnes Hits Slump in 
Mid-West, Doubles Back 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Running into bad business in the 
middle west, Barnes Circus is 
doubling back to the coast through 
Montana. From there it will turn 





About 
80 lions, 








South. Trick started strong, but 
hit a slump in mid season. Per- 





ment, exhibit had been trouped 
around the provinces. 

Both exhibits in this country have 
just about made enough to pay sali- 
aries and move the car. Last year 
Pacific had 10 whales working in 
this country, all of them grossing 
heavy during the summer months. 





Harrison County’s $2,000 
Loss in ’31 No ’32 Barrier 


Logan, Ia., Aug. 8. 

Despite that the Harrison county 
| fair went into the red $2,000 in 1931, 
| plans have been practically com- 
| pleted for the fall fair this year, 
Sept. 13 to 16. 

Admission price is down, with a 
special family rate. 








LEE WARNER UPS 
Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 

Lee F. Warner of St. Paul, first 
vice-president of the Minnesota 
State Fair, has been made acting 
president to succeed the late D. D. 
McEachin. Final approval of plans 
for this year’s exposition, which 
opens Sept. 3, calls for contracts to 
12 bands and orchestras. 





CARNIVALS 


(For Current Week, Aug. 8-13) 
Barker, L. J., Columbia. 

Bee, P. H., Ewing. 

Bistany Gayway, Gle.s Falls. 

Bruce Greater, Norwich. 





Castle-Ehrlich & H., Altoona, W's. 
Conklins All Can., Winnipeg. 
Cotton Belt, Celina. 

Crafts Greater, Modesto. 

Empire City, Charlestown, W. Va. 
Fiorida Expo. (until Sept. 1). 
Gallers, Celina, Tenn. 


Greenburg Amm., Aurora. 
Happyland, Milford, Mich. 
Isler Greater, Burwell. 
Jones, Johnny J., Benton. 
Kaus United, Ford City. | 
Landes, J. L., LeRoy. 

Miners Model, Trescokow. 
Model Shows, Auburn. 

Page, J. L., Broadhead. 
Pearson, C. E., Taylorville. 
Snapp, Wm., Sioux Falls. 

Sol's Liberty, Newton. 

Spang Greater, New Freedom. 
Sunset Park Attr., Atlanta, Ga. 
Valley, San Saba. 

West Coast Am. Co., Malin. 


CIRCUSES 


(For Current Week, Aug. 6-13) 
Al G@ Barnes 


Aug. 8 Spokane; 9, Wenatchee, Wash. 
110, Everett: 11, Longview; 12, The Dalles, 
Ogn.; 13, Hillsboro, Ogn. 














Hagenbeck- Wallace 


Streator; 9, Bloomington; 10 
Champaign; 11, Decatur; 12, Springfield; 
|} 13, Lincoln; 14, Peoria; 15, LaSalle-Peru. 


Ringling Bros. 
| Aug. 613, Grant Park, Chicago. 
Sells- Floto 


Aug. 8, 





| 

| Aug. 8&9, Newark, N. J.; 10, Asbury 
| Park: 11, New Brunswick; 12, Chester 
|Pa.; 13, Salisbury; 15, Norfolk, Va. 


sonnel has been cut, and an early 
closing is expected. 

Previously one of the other Ring- 
ling tricks visited the coast in the 
fall. These will stay out of this 
territory this season, however, with 
the Barnes outfit: penciled in to 
play the towns usually stands for 
the bigger circuses. 

Barnes officials are currently 
looking for new winter quarters 
here, John Ringling’ having sold 
their property at Baldwin park to 
the California Jockey Club as a 
racetrack site. 


Ticks Bother Circuses 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
An epidemic of ticks, attacking 
both animals and humans, has made 
circusing most unpleasant this year. 
Practically all the tented organiza- 





tions have been plagued, from 
report. 
Ringling’s big show sends a 


chemical crew three days ahead and 
thoroughly sprays the entire lot and 
surrounding area where the circus 
will pitch. 


Park Folds Early 


New Castie, Pa., Aug. 8. 

Cascade Park, managed by Carl 
Shaner, largest of the western 
Pennsylvania amusement par Ks, 
suspended operations August 3 for 
the season. 

Lack of patronage, inability to in- 
duce the railroads to run excur- 
sions and the dropping of annual 
outings this year by many of the 
larger industrial concerns, were re- 
sponsible for the early closing. 

Only concession that will continue 





'in operation is the bathing pool. 





SIOUX CO.’S FREE GATE 


Alton, Ia., Aug. 8. 


| Visi ing Concessions | N 
INGLING MINN LICENSE . Dropped by Puyallup NELLIE DUTTON 


TO GIVE UP 


——= 


Medina, O., Aug. 8. 

This year will be the last for the 
Nellie J. Dutton circus, one of the 
best krown of the smaller shows on 
the road today. 

Heavy financial losses have been 
suffered by Mrs. Dutton, the only 
woman circus owner of the 
present time. With the closing late 
in October, she plans to dispose of 


active 


the entire stock and equipment. 
First blow came early last spring, 
when the show, after a long jump 
from Florida into the found 
contracts to be played were phoney, 
and an agent retained and advanced 
several hundred dollars had skipped. 
‘I have lost every dollar I own 
trying to keep the show on the road 
this season and meet obligations,’ 
said Mrs. Dutton. A year ago she 
had several thousand dollars profit 
from 1931 engagements, she said. 
Now she owes $1,600 back salary to 


east, 


performers and other debts, she 
said. 

Dutton show is moving by rail- 
road, carrying several head of 


horses, an elephant and a camel, 18 
peopie and an unusually strong bill 
for a small circus. Six weeks of 
parks in Ohio proved disastrous, 
and at none of the stands was Mrs, 
Dutton paid what she was supposed 
to receive. 

Show heads for Indiana to inau- 
gurate fall fair season, opening at 
Columbus, Ind., Aug. 14, then into 
Illinois, North Carolina and south, 
where it will disband. 

Mrs. Dutton is also one of the 
performers, despite that she is al- 
most 50 years of age, and has care 
ried on since the death of her huse 
band several years ago. 


SPOKANE LIFTS $25,000 
BONDS; LETS SHOWS IN 


Spokane, July 29. 


Al G. Barnes, circus will show 
here Aug. 28, following the city 
council's action in withdrawing the 
$25,000 cash surety bond required of 
all traveling shows. DeGlopper con- 
cluded negotiations here for ad- 
vancing the tent show, which will 
set up for an afternoon and evening 
performance. 

Other circuses have passed the 
city by on account of the surety 
bond. Wortham’s traveling carni- 
val, sponsored by the D. A. V. post, 
was the first tent outfit to get in 
under the wire on the withdrawal 
of the bond. Did a fair biz on even- 
ings only on a week's stand. 


S. W. Brundage Carnival 
On the Shelf Already 


East Moline, Ill., Aug. 8. 


S. W. Brundage carnival has 
pulled into winter storage quarters 
here, with rides and other devices 
being stored in the same location 
used last year. 

Season was plenty tough. 


Fair’s $115,000 Budget 


Tacoma, Aug. 8. 


The western Washington fair at 
Puyallup has budgeted and will ex- 
pend more than $115,000 to cover 
expenses of the 33rd annual exhibi- 
tion Sept. 19-25. Total of over $20,- 
000 has been set aside from this 
fund for exploitation and advertis- 














Sioux county has over $2,000 in 
state aid that will be used for 
premiums in lieu of gate receipts, 


no admission to be charged for tne 
three-day event, Aug. 23 to 25. 

One of the features will he a po- 
litical love fest with speakers promi- 
nent in this section to extol merits 
of candidates and platforms. Politics 
are taken seriously hereabouts, 


$125 Damages 

Cedar Rapids, Ia., Aug. 8. 
Ringling Brothers - Barnum & 
Bailey circus must pay damages of 











$125 to the city for repairs to one 
of the city fire engines. 

Accident occurred when a tent | 
pole wagon skidded into a parked | 


jfire pumper while crossing a park- 
’ | way. } 


ing purposes alone, 
Prize money will amount to over 
$25,000, while $30,000 has been 


| budgeted for the grandstand show. 


Parks Strolls In 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Dick Parks, who has operated a 
talent booking agency here for the 
past 25 years, supplying clubs, out- 
door shows and smokers, folded 





| July 25 and sank a b. r. in a walka- 


being staged under 
canvas with the Greayer-Clover 
post, American Legion. 

Former promoter of the walkae 
thon, E. R. Ware, took a walkout 
on the outfit, with Parks coming to 
the rescue. 
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JOHNSON HIT ZOOMS 
NATIONWIDE GROSSES 


“Congorilla” duplicates sensational 
Broadway record in New England = 
and points west! 


Everybody’s packing them in with “Congorilla.” 
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WATCH FOX THIS YEAR! 
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